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of lizard, and very difficult to kill. © Deſcrip- 
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on them, Public executions only ſerve to irri- 
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ſpecies of cactus. Arrival at the Cape, p. 326 
to the End. 
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ECAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


EH 


JOURNEY rxou SEA-COW-RIVER ro 
LITTLE SUNDAY-RIVER. 


N the 1ſt day of December we ſet off 
on our journey eaſtward from Zee- 
Roe-rivier, and the next morning from Cabg/- 
fjauuw-rivier, which was the Jaſt place we 
came to that was inhabited by chriſtians. 


At noon we reached Camtours-rivier, where 
we baited, 


Here a Hottentot captain, or rather a pa- 
triarch, exerciſed dominion over about half 
a hundred people, but was ſtill in his way a 
ſovereign. He was a little old man, of the 
name of KlikEs. I ſhould at firſt ſight have 
been ealily tempted to conſider him as reign- 
ng merely over women, as at that time the 
Vol. II. B companys 


1775. 


December 
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1775- company, in which we found him ſmoking 


December 1g pipe, conſiſted only of females; for the men 


(excepting ſome few who lay ill of a putrid 
fever) were all out, ſome of them to hunt a 
lion, which had lately committed ravages 
among their cattle; and the others, it was 
ſaid, were gone to a great diſtance, in order 
to gather a certain ſucculent plant, which 
they made uſe of for chewing, either for the 
ſake of paſſing the time away, or on ac- 
count of its being of a pleaſant taſte, 
and having the property of aſſuaging their 
hunger. Captain K1es, therefore, ablolute- 
ly denied our requeſt ; which was, that he 
would let us have ſome of his Hottentots by 
way of guides, who might likewiſe be a ne- 
ceſſary aſſiſtance to us, and reinforcement of 
our company in the journey we were going to 
make through the wilderneſs. 


In the meanwhile, I could not help being 
rather aſhamed of the rude behaviour of my 
third Hottentot or markſman, PLaTTjs; for 
though I had hitherto never ſeen him at all 
blunt in his behaviour, but had remarked, 
on the contrary, that he had always addreſſed 
theſe Hotrentot patriarchs with ſome kind of 
reſpect, ] now obſerved, that immediately on 
our coming into the preſence of a perſon of 
ſuch great authority, without the leaſt bow 
or ceremony of any kind, he went uninvited 
and fat himſelf down by the ſide of him, 
at the ſame time filling his pipe out of 
the other's pouch, and calling about him 
for milk to drink, This behaviour, ne- 


vertheleſs, did not ſeem to be at all ta— 
ken ill; on the contrary, they immediately 
| brought 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 3 
brought him a cup of bagged milk. I ob- 1775. 


ſerved at this time, as well as on my return hi- December 


ther, that KIEs, like Captain RUNDGANGtR, of 
whom I made mention in Chap. VI. of Vo- 


ö lome I. always had his captain's ſtaff in his 
hand or elſe cloſe by him; and this ſtaff 
r was every way as plain and ſimple as Runp- 
1 GANGER'S: but though Kizs was much 
- better circumſtanced with regard both to the 
= number of his people and of his cattle, yet 
F he as good as dwelt with his court and the 
ir reſt of his ſubjects in the open air; his palace 
_ conſiſting only of a few poles ſet up ſlanting in 
E the earth with a ragged mat thrown over 
1 them, which of courſe admitted the wind 
e- in ſeveral places, and let in the rain in wet 
of weather. This ſhed, thus open on three 
to fides, and in a great meaſure at the top, 
was, however, uſeful enough at that time of 
the year, and in that warm climate. The 
ng winter, or, more properly ſpeaking, the rainy 
ny ſeaſon, would, probably, oblige them to 
for provide themſelves with a better dwelling. 
all 
ed, That ſame day we continued our journey, 
Ted making towards Loory-rivicr, where we took 
| of up our abode at night. Here we met with a 
on farmer, who in his ox-waggon had followed 
\ of the courſe of Zondags-rivier all the way from 
bo Camdebo; a country of that kind which I 
ited have deſcribed in Chap. VI. of Volume I. un- 
im, der the denomination of Carrow. He inform- 
of Ed vs, that this year, in which the drought 
im Was unuſually great in all parts, it was re- 
ne- markably ſo there, as ſcarcely a drop of rain 
ta- Had fallen there in the ſpace of eight months; 
tely dut juſt as he was leaving thoſe parts, he 
ght | B 2 had 
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1775. had had ſeveral ſhowers along the courſe of 
December that river. 
— — 

He, therefore, diſſuaded us from taking 
that road, as it was, for the greater part of it, 
entirely unbeaten, arid, and rugged; and 
likewiſe, becauſe both water and game were 
extremely ſcarce there. In conſequence of 
this latter circumſtance, as his proviſions 
were almoſt entirely ſpent, he was juſt going 
to knock one of his draught-oxen on the 
head, by way of procuring food for himſelf 
and his ſuite, when two hartbeeſts by great 
good-luck came up directly to the waggon, 
in order to take a view of it, one of which 
he immediately ſhot. | 


This ſame peaſant had unexpectedly met 
on this road with about an hundred wander- 
ing Caffres. Their patriarch, or chief, had 
propoſed to ſleep the firſt night along with 
U the farmer in his waggon, who, on the other 
jt hand, ſhould ſleep with him in his tent the 
| night following, This the farmer not con- 
i ſenting to, the Caffre patriarch was ſo far from 
| taking it ill, that, on the contrary, he had P. 
killed an ox, and preſented the farmer and his 
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| ſuite with ſome fine pieces of beef, The 
| boor likewiſe informed me, that the Caffre F 


cattle were uncommonly fat and in good con- 
dition; at which he was the more ſurprized, 
as they were not turned out till noon, and 
| driven home very early, He, mor-over, ob- 


| ſerved, that the Caftres fondled and talked to 7 
their cattle a good deal as they ſtood in the 

| craal ; doubtleſs, in the ſame manner as the 0 

| Arabians do to their horſes ; which not a lit ; 

| tle 

| 
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tle contributes to making them thrive and ren- 775: | 
dering them briſk and lively, and at the ſame December 


; time more intelligent and tractable. 
4 On the zd we baited at noon near Galge- 
e boſch, a little wood which was much fre— 
of quented by lions, and ſtill more by buffa- 
18 loes. I was conſequently more than ever in 
8 pain for my cattle, as, though there was very 
Oy good paſturage on the ſpot, they had ſtolen 
ot away from it, and were miſſing for ſeveral 
* hours. In the mean time, we were apprehen- 
n, ſive, that they had been ſcared away from 
4 the place by lions; but the fact was, that 
being very thirſty, they had ſtrayed into a 
dale towards a pit full of very muddy water, 
—_ where they were found. My Hottentots were 
* of opinion, that cattle would find out water 
oh by the ſcent at a very great diſtance, I have 
þ heard ſome coloniſts ſay, that they ſuſpected 
hed the ſame of the Hottentots, as they can find 
hi water upon occaſion better than any coloniits z 
3 but this cannot proceed from any thing elſe 
I! than the Hottentots greater aſſiduity in this 
*. point, and being more accuſtomed to wander 
1 his about the fields, by which means they have 
The acquired a particular {ki]l in tracing out this 
"Fre necellary article of life from certain peculiari- 
es ties of ſituation, and various other circum- 
Wo Jances. 
and Indeed, we could 
ol EQ, uld get nothing fit to drink 
os ourſelves; and it was late at night before, 
186 thirſty as we were, we got to a land- ſpring; 
1 which, to our great vexation, we found dri- 
It ed up; ſo that there were only here and there 
te In the mire a print of the buffaloes feet deeper 


than ordinary, in which we obſerved a little 
moiſture, 
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1775- moiſture. We therefore dug deeper holes 
December y,ith our hands, and waited with all the pa- 
tience we. were maſters of, till the water was 
collected in them, and could be taken out by 
means of ſmall baſons. But beſides that it 
was as thick as haſty-pudding, it had ac- 
quired ſo rank a taſte from the buffaloes that — 
had laid and wallowed in it, that even the 
Hottentots made wry faces at it; and our 
horſes began to blow and ſnort at the ſtrong 
buffalo-ſcent which affected their noſtrils, 
even before they taſted the water. Our thirſt, 
however, obliged us frequently to ſip a little 
of it juſt as it was; for when it was made into | 


coffee or tea, it was ſtill more intolerable, | 

1 To ſearch about elſewhere at this time, when 
I it was dark, was not only impoſſible but dan- 
F gerous, on account of the lions. At break \ 
l of day we diſcovered ſome traces which led Z 
il | us to the fountain-head of this land-ſpring, 4 
j which had been cloſed up by the trampling F 
i of the buffaloes feet; we, therefore, made £ 
if K | fi 
l haſte to dig it open again, when we found 
7 ſome more tolerable water to quench our 4 
f thirſt, which was actually inſupportable. We 1 
| frequently made ule of ſugar-candy as a to- a 
1 lerably good palliative for our thirſt, during . 
our travels in this hot and ſcorching climate; 4 
. | ce 

but this did not relieve us for any long time * 


il together. At 9 o'clock in the evening the 
| thermometer was at. 64, and the next day, 


l being the 4th, at day-break, a good deal of 4 
if dew having fallen, I found it 10 degrees B. 
| lower. . 
| th 


We now purſued our journey, taking the B11 
lower road by Van Staades-rivier, which at in 
that F 
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that time was brackiſh and rather deep. For 1775. 


want of proper precaution in our Hottentots, 
our oxen turned back before they got half 
way over the river, and at the ſame time were 
thrown into confuſion and diſorder ; ſo that 
it was a difficult matter, to ſave both them 
When we had 
got to the other ſide, and were baiting our 
cattle, we were vilited by etghteen Gonaguas- 
Hottentots, from a craal which was juſt in 
the neighbourhood. 


This nation conſiſted of about two hundred 
people, who were all graziers, and at that 
time dwelt there in two ſeparate villages, 
They are certainly a mixture of Hottentots 
and Caffres, as their language had an affiaity 
with that of both theſe nations; but in their 
utterance, which was like that of human be- 
ings, in the natural blackneſs of their com- 
plexions, in the great ſtrength and robuſtneſs 
of their limbs, and laſtly in the height of their 
ſtature, they bore a greater reſemblance to 
the Caffres, ſeveral of whom they likewiſe 
had at that time among them. The cloaks of 
the Gonaguas are likewiſe made of dreſſed 
cow-hides, like thoſe of the Caffres. Theſe 
eloaks are very ſupple; a quality that pro- 
ceeds partly from being rubbed a good deal, 
which I myſelf ſaw performed with ſtones on 
the inſide of them; and partly from the great 
quantity of greaſe, which, being mixed up 
with bucku-powder, is rubbed into them. 
Both ſexes are adorned with, and ſet a great 
value upon, brats rings, which they wear on 
their arms and legs, as well as brals plates of 
different ſizes and figures, which are faſtened 


1n their hair and ears. 


With 
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With reſpect to beads, which, ſpeaking of 
in a general way, they call /ntela, the ſmall 
red ones are much.more coveted than the 
reſt; theſe are called lenkitenka, (See the ſpe- 
cimen of the Caffre's language, which 1 have 
annexed at the concluſion of this journal.) 


The genuine Caffres had, in this point, ex- 


actly the ſame taſte; but many of them had 
got ivory rings, of the thickneſs and breadth 
of about half an inch, and of ſuch a ſize as to 


be ſtrung upon the arms above the elbows. 


Theſe, however, are worn only by the men; 
for which reaſon a Cafire, who had fold me 
his bracelets, ſeemed extremely diſtreſſed, 
ſaying, that he was now naked about the 


arms like a woman. Beſides that both the 


Caffres and Gonaquas are very importunate 
beggars, they are likewiſe exceedingly un- 
reaſonable in their dealings, as, when they 
make their payments, they are very apt to 
alk for a handſome preſent into the bargain, 


Both the Gonaquas and Caffres differ from 
other Hottentots 1n this particular, that they 
make uſe of circumciſion, This operation is 
pertormed on youths 'of different ages, as 
they are accuſtomed to wait till they can per- 
form it on ſeveral at a time. 


The Gonaquas women make uſe of almoſt 
the ſame kind of apron or veil as the Hot- 
tentot females do. The men are much more 
naked and leſs covered about this part than 
the males among the Hottentots, inaſmuch 
as they cover with a little cap, or cale, made 
of the ſkin of an animal, the extremities only 


of what modeſty ſhould teach them to con- 
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had mp, es Ot we 


CAPE Or GOOD HOPE.' 


ceal entirely. This ſocket, reſembling the 
extremity of the thumb of a glove, is ſome- 
times faſtened with a ſmall thong, or the 
ſinew of an animal, to ſome ſtrings of beads 
or leathern belts, which they wear for orna- 
ment's ſake round their waiſts. Some indivi- 
duals are ſeen with lions or buffaloes tails 
hanging on the ſame belts, as trophies of their 
courage in having killed cheſe beaſts, 


By reaſon of the nakedneſs of theſe people, 
of which I have juſt been giving a deſcription, 
it may be thought that they have as little mo- 
deſty as covering: but the fact 1s, that very 


few of them could be induced, even by 


preſents, to take off their little caſes, in con- 
ſequence of my wiſh to be perfectly convinc- 
ed that they were circumciſed. Indeed, I 
have been told by a farmer, that in Cafferland 
one does not unfrequently ſee even grown up 
girls without any covering whatſoever; and 
that in certain dances, it conſtitutes part of 
the ſolemnity for the youths of both ſexes to 
make ſuch oblations to love in the preſence 
of every one, as by the laws of decency and 


of civilized nations, are conſidered as ſacred 
to the married ſtate alone. 


The Caffres ſeemed to me to reſemble very 


much in appearance the Maſambigque ſlaves, 


whom I had ſeen at the Cape; and, perhaps, 
theſe nations border upon each other; the 


former being probably deſcended from the 
latter, or the latter from the former. 


The Gonaquas Hottentots, who at this time 
paid their reſpects to me, came chiefly with 


an 
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1775- an intent to beg tobacco. They were all of 
December them armed with one or more of the javelins, | 
W—— which they called haſſagais, (vide Plate II. Vol. 8 
I. Fig. 1, 2.) as well as with ſhort ſticks, to 
which they gave the name of kirris, With 
one of theſe I ſaw a lad very nearly hit a ſpar- 
row-hawk in its flight. But they took ſo bad 
an aim, when they threw their javelins, that, 
though they tried very often, they could not 
hit a handkerchief which I had ſet up between 
* two ſticks, at the diſtance of twenty paces, 
by way of mark for them, and at the ſame 
time as a prize for him that ſhould hit it. This 
want of dexterity, certainly proceeded from 
their having neglected to practiſe, as they 
lived too tar from the Boſhies-men Hotten- 
tots, and Caffres, and too near to the Chriſ- 
| tians, to be able to exerciſe any hoſtilities 
10 againſt the former, or to dare to do it againſt 
Wu the latter. In the mean time they were very 
buſy in examining narrowly each others jave- 
lins, and in feeling for their proper balance. 
They threw them, however, with a great deal 
1 of force; and, as I have been told by ſeveral 
1 people, are able to pierce a man or a gazel 
N through the body at the diſtance of twenty 
paces. Ethen ſhot at a piece of paper with a 
j fowling piece, and as they appeared to be ve- 
0 ry much amazed at the holes that were made, 
1 and at the ſame time to be very deſirous of 
ö keeping the paper, they took it without any 
4. ceremony, but ſhortly after offered to give it 
me again ſor a morſel of tobacco. 


1 The Gonaguas Hottentots moreover were 
| graziers, and in ſome ſort tillers of the ground, 
Il. as the Caffre nation is likewiſe ſaid to be. 
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ſorgbum, which is likewiſe uſed in the 
Europe, and known to yield abundantly. The 
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The kind of corn which they ſow, is the Holcus 


coloniſts call it Caffer-corn. The ſtalks ſhoot 
up to the height of a man, and as thick as a 
ruſh. They terminate in a pedicle or branchy 
ear, a foot and a half long, with ſeeds of 
about the ſame ſize as thoſe of rice; two or 
three of theſe ears generally yield three quar- 
ters of a pint of corn. The time of ſowing 
this ſeed, is ſaid to be in Auguſt or Septem- 
ber. But in the beginning of November, 
while I yet remained in Sificamma, I ſaw it 
already fit for cutting, at a farmer's who ſet 
little ſtore by it, giving it only to his cattle. 
The Caffres uſe to bruiſe this corn between 
ſtones, and make it into loaves, which they 
bake under the embers, 


They moſtly, however, uſe to ferment it 
with a certain root and water, till it produces 
a kind of inebriating liquor. They generally 
conſume their whole ſtock, which, however, 
is not conſiderable, immediately in the au- 
tumn. The Caffre prince PaLioo, whom the 
coloniſts called king PRHAR AOR, is faid to have 
killed himſelf with drinking this liquor. 

On ſeveral accounts we haſtened our depar- 
ture from hence. Our courſe was now to the 
north, over plain level fields, for the greater 
part coveredwitha dry arid graſs to the height 
of about two feet. Our guide took us firſt to 
a well of lukewarm water, and afterwards at 
night to another pool of water, at the bottom 
of a river that was dried up. Both places 
were very acceptable to us as well as to our 

cattle, 
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cattle, though the water was none of the beſt. 


mber Near this latter ſpot we took up our night's 


lodging. 


It was not without difficulty, that we could 
collect wood cnough round about the neigh- 
bourhood to boil our tea-kettle ; and after all, 
we ran a great riſk of having an end put to our 
whole expedition by a fire. A Hottentot, in 
looking for ſomething with a piece of lighted 
wood, happened to ſet the dry graſs on fire, 
which ſpread in it almoſt as if it had been 
oakum ; ſo that had we not been very quick in 
ſtopping the progreſs of the flames, and more- 
over mutally aſſiſted each other, we fhould 
ſoon have ſeen the whole diſtrict in one con- 
tinued flame, and our waggon would have 
been entirely demoliſhed in the conflagration, 
and blown up into the air; for there was not 
only a good deal of coom about it, but it alſo 
contained many inflamable matters; ſuch as 
the ſail- cloth tilt, dried herbs and paper, a 
caſk full of ſpirits, and about twenty pounds 
weight of gunpowder. The wind blew hard 
from the ſouth-weſt, the thermometer at ele- 
ven at night being at 66, and the next day 
about dawn at 64, when we ſaddled our horſes 
and put our oxen to the waggon. At nine we 
got to little Zwar. kops river, and ſet off from 
thence about four in the afternoon, and at fix 
o'clock arrived at great Zwart-kops river. 


On the road we had ſeen large herds of the 
wild aſſes, called QUAggAs, and of hart-beeſts ; 
as Iikewile, for the firit time, ſix female buffa- 
loes, with two young ones. Theſe came from 
the ſca- ſide, from whence our guide ſuppoſed 

they 
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they had been forced to make their retreat 1775 


ember 


. . C 
thus at noon, either on account of the lions av 


or of flies. 


We had not yet been able to get within 


reach of any game, ſo that our ſalted wether 


nad hitherto been our only reſource. This, in 
its ſkin bag, had already acquired a pretty 
* ſtrong haut gout, in conſequence of the 
> warmth of the weather. Mr. IMMELMAN, who 


was nice in his eating, and not uſed to put up 


with ſalted meat, eſpecially when it was rather 


tainted, had, from our firſt ſetting out, it be- 
ing now the fifth day, ſuffered much from hun- 
ger. For our {mall ſtock of bread would not 
at this time afford us above two biſcuits a man 
per diem, each biſcuit weighing about an 
ounce and a half. 

At this Zwart-kops river, where we were 
now arrived, and intended to pals the night, 
we found two famers had got in before us, 
who were come thither in order to get ſalt and 
Indeed, they had already ſhot ſeveral 
heads of game, which they had hung up in 
large ſlips and ſhreds on the buſhes, waggons, 
and fences, in order to dry it in the ſun, in 


the ſame manner as the Hottentots did the ele- 


hant's fleſh near Dzep-rivier, as I mentioned 
efore, Vol, I. Chap. IX. From this fleſh there 
was diffuſed round about the ſpot not 
only a crude and rank ſmell, but likewiſe a 
putrid ſtench from ſuch parts of it as had ar- 
rived at the ſtate of putrefaction; and the 


- farmers wives and children, together with the 


Hottentots who had accompanied them, with 
a view to aſſiſt them as well as for their own 


pleaſure, 


14 


A VOYAGE rTo THE 


1775 pleaſure, were employed in feaſting upon it, and 


Ember 


* 


ſleeping, and ſcaring away a numbr of birds of 
prey,which hovered round about them and over 
their heads, in order to ſteal away the fleſh. 
This horrid ſpectacle of ſo many carnivorous 
human creatures, awakened in me a lively re- 
membrance of the cannibals in New Zealand, 
and had like to have entirely taken away our 
appetites for a meat ſupper, ſo that we reſolved 
to bear with our hunger. that night as well as 
we could: but at laſt comes our guide, very 
opportunely, with the ſhoulder of a hart-beeft, 
which we immediately. cut, and drefled in 
our pot with dripping ; a diſh which was cal- 
led by the Hottentots by the name of the in- 
ſtrument (“n, which means a knife, ) with 
which it is cut in pieces. Our mouths watered 
at the ſight of it, and we eat it with an excel- 
lent appetite, which was no longer ſpoiled by 
any reflections ſimilar to thoſe 1 have juſt 
mentioned, 


On the 6th, at break of day, my guide and 
I took a ride, in order to cut up the Hart. beef 
he had ſhot, and loaded one horſe with as 
much as he could carry, in order to lay it up 
in the waggon, by way of making proviſion 
for the journey. 


The fulbagia, a ſmall hexandrous plant, 
called by Lid N us after M. TuLBac, gover- 
nor at the Cape, grew here in great abun- 
dance; though I had never before ſeen more 
than a ſingle ſpecimen of it, and that was on 
the road to Zwellendam. Here I likewiſe ſaw, 
for the firſt time, a ſmall kind of onion, with 
ſpiral leaves; caught an ampbiſbæna; and drew 


up 
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wp the deſcription of a cleome juncea, which I 


have inſerted in the Acta Societ. Upſal. 


Vol. III. page 192. | 


The farmers here, as well as ſome others, 
who were going to the Cape before me, were 
Þ obliging, as, at my requeſt, to take with 
them the packet of herbs I had already col- 
lected ; otherwiſe, I ſhould not have had 
room enough in my waggon for all my col- 
tection. 


The tide was very viſible in this river. 


The wind blew ſtrong from S. S. W. At 


hoon the thermometer was 71 in the ſhade, 
and in the evening, after the moon was up, 
ar 64. On the 57th, at half paſt five in the 
morning, the thermometer was at 52, 


We now proceeded on our journey, going 
northwards, and in our way, a good mile and 
A half from the river, we met with the capital 
Zout-pan, or Salt-pan. By this name thoſe 
places are diſtinguiſhed, where there is a 
quantity of culinary falt produced. 


This ſalt- panwas an extenſive plain, covered 


over with a level and continued cruſt of ſalt, 


upon which, inſeveral places, there ſtood alittle 
water; ſo that there could not be a more na- 
tural reſemblance of a frozen lake than this. 


This by conſequence, being contraſted with 


the warmth of the weather and ſurrounding 
trees and flowers, would certainly at firſt ſight 
have ſtruck me with the greateſt amazement, 
had I not been previouſly informed of the real 
Cauſe of the phænomenon. Towards the ſides 
| the 
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1775- the cruſt of ſalt was thin; and juſt there one | 
December ; : 
| might perceive, that it was diffuſed over a 

loamy and clayey foil, But alittle father to- 
wards the middle, I found it was above two 
feet deep, without being able to diſcover the 
bottom of it, or any water underneath it. 
The coloniſts, who worked here with poles, 
imagine that the cruſt of ſalt extends many 
fathoms below the ſurtace. 


This ſalt- pan was about three miles in cir- 
cumference, and of an oblong ſhape. After 
there have been ſeveral warm days together, 
there is formed in different places on the cruſt, 
a hoar froſt, as it were, which 1s the fineſt and 
ſtrongeſt ſalt, and is with great reaſon ſup- 
poſcd by the coloniſts to exceed that of Lu- 
nenburgh. Indeed, the whole of it ſeems to 
be quite fine and pure: and it appears to me, 
and is allowed by others, to give a better taſte 
to the butter and meat that 1s preſerved in 1t, 
than any that comes from the other ſalt- pans wa 

.-" FOMuet with in Africa; as Saldanka- bay, to! 
between Zoet-melk and Gawrits rivers, and in ali 
certain places behind the Syeeuwbergs, or we 
ſnowy mountains, Th 
CR | : It 
Muy Hottentots were occupied in collecting my 

a a ſtock of the fineſt ſalt, as much as I thought M anc 

we ſhould want for the purpoſe of ſalting our MF ſaw 
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meat, and ſuch ſkins of animals as I might ing 
wiſh to preſerve, In the mean time, I myſelf M eds 


made a rich capture of many reptiles and in- cate 
ſets hitherto unknown; ſome of which were WY beſt 
ſtuck faſt and dried up in the cryſtals of ſalt, 
. while others were dying, or had juſt expired, 
in conſequence of the viſcid ſaline matter with 

| which W V 
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which they were in contact. Many inſects 
were likewiſe drowned in the clear water or 
briny liquid, which, after it had rained, was 
collected in certain places in the incruſtation 
of ſalt. We were obliged to wade a good 
way into it; and although the ſalt dried and 
criyſtallized upon our legs and feet, till at 
night we found water to waſh it off with, yet 
no ill effects enſued from it: a circumſtance 
which I thought proper to mention, for the 
encouragement of ſuch as may hereafter 
collect inſets in this or other places of the 


BZ ſame nature, 


That ſingular inſect, the cimex paradoxus, 
which I have deſcribed and given a drawing 
of in the Swediſh Tranſaftions, (Vol. 


8 XXXVIIL p. 235.) * I diſcovered at this 
place, as at noon-tide I ſought for ſhelter 
among the branches of a ſhrub from the in- 
= tolerable heat of the ſun. Though the air 
= was now extremely (till and calm, ſo as hardly 
to have ſhaken an aſpen leaf, yet l thought 1 ſaw 
= alittle withered, pale, crumpled leaf, eaten as it 
= were by caterpillars, flittering from the tree, 
This appeared to me ſo very extraordinary, that 
I thought it worth my while ſuddenly to quit 
my verdant bower in order to contemplate it; 
and I could ſcarcely believe my eyes, when [ 
ſawalive inſect, in ſhape and colour reſembl- 
ing the fragment of a withered leaf, with the 
edges turned up and eaten away, as it were, by 


caterpillars, and at the ſame time all over 
beſet with prickles. Nature, by this pecu- 


lar form, has certainly extremely well defend- 


* See likewiſe Plate VII. of this Volume, 
oi II. 2 ed 
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ed and concealed, as it were in a maſk, this 


December ;nſe&t from birds and its other diminutive 


foes; in all probability with a view to pre- 


ſerve it, and employ it for ſome important 
oſſice in the ſyſtem of her economy ; a ſyſtem 
with which we are too little acquainted, in 
general to inveſtigate, and, in every part 
of i t, can never ſufficiently admire with 
that reſpe& and veneration which we owe to 
the great Author of nature and Ruler of the 


univerſe. 


At night we came to Kuga, a little river, 
the water of which was brackiſh ; but ſome 
good and freſh water was found in a well F 
hard by it. Here likewiſe we had a haſty WM 
glimpſe of two hares, which ſeemed to reſem- 


ble the ordinary hares of Europe. 


My companion, who was ſubject to a ſpit- 


ting of blood, happened here to be muck 
troubled with this complaint; a complaint to 


which the animal diet he had been accuſtomed 


to during the whole journey, together with 
the fatigue he had undergone, and the ſcorch- 14 
ing heat of the tun, had neceſſarily diſpoſed 
him. Bleeding g, together with a little ſalt- 
petre and the water From this ſpring, were the MI 
only means, (and thoſe not ill adapted to the 
purpoſe,) which we fortunately had at hand 
for his recovery in this deſert place, Upon 
the whole, I took as much care of him as 1 
poſſibly could on an open plain, with no other 
canopy than the iky. The fineneſs of thei 
weather, together with the coolneſs of the 
night, and above all his utter averſion to all i 


ſickneſs, circumſtanced as we were, I believe 
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did not a little contribute towards his ſpeedy _ 1775: 
c recovery. The next morning, however, December 
= BE when, in order to make a trial of his ſtrength, 
It he walked a few hundred paces from our 
n baiting-place, his life was in ſtill greater and 
n more imminent danger. This was from a herd 
't of young cattle, which, by way of experiment, 
th had been left in this place, under the care of 
to a ſlave, and being at that time unuſed to the 
ne BY ſight of any human creature beſides, had like 
BZ to have gored him to death. Theſe fierce 
| animals chen, making a ſemicircle about Mr. 
1 IAuNELMAN, advanced continually nearer and 
3 nearer to him, ſo that he was obliged to retire 
backwards. According to the old ſaying, 
a curſt cow has ſhort horns ;” this we 
m- .d in a manner verified on this occaſi- 
=” for a heifer without horns was the 
foremoſt and moſt vicious of them all. I 
i therefore haſtened thither with my loaded 
ich Piece, with an intention of diſcharging ir 
to among them, and at the ſame time, repeating 
1ed | Ie firing as often as I was able, to cover our 
;ich getreat. In the mean time, however, it came 
ch- Into my head firſt to try a milder method, 
fed Þ Which | had heard of, when in Europe, as a 
alt- Wertain defence againſt the attacks of wild 


the And vicious bulls ; and which, in ſhort, was 
the o more than to hold your hat before your 
and ace, and on a ſudden uncover it at intervals, 
pon the ſame time, with a quick pace, advans- 
as Ig upon them, and ſtanding ſtill alteraately. 
ther ith this method we ſo far ſucceeded, that 
the he heifer without horns, as well as the reſt of 
the he herd, was very much ſcared. Juſt after 
all his, one of my Hottentots was attacked by 
jeveſſhe ſame herd, but eſcaped them by the 
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| Iightneſs of his heels. Afterwards, on our 1 
returning this way home, we were informed, | 
that the owner of the herd had been obliged © © 
to remove it from hence, as a lion had begun 
to er theſe parts. 3 
4 
Two hartbeeſts came likewiſe this morning E- 
early very near our waggon in order to 10 55 
us, but unluckily juſt at that time we had no 
gun ready charged. At 12 o'clock I found | 
the thermometer, when placed in the ſhade 


under our. waggon, at #4 [ | 

In the afternoon we ſet off again, direct- 0 
ing our courſe to the eaſt, and came to a place | to 
on the lower part of Zon-dags-rivier, known | ba 
by the name of ”Nuka *Kamma, which, 1 Y the 
believe, ſignifies graſſy water. We here or! 
found the recent traces of a lion, and took to 
proper precautions againſt it, in caſe we 8 
ſhould go down to the river. In the evening ell 
we likewiſe thought we ſaw in the thickets an lev: 
elephant at a good diſtance off. Theſe ani- i 


mals are ſaid to aſſemble in great numbers in * 
the thorny thickets, made by the gudijacum 


afrum and the mimęſa nilotica, which afford C 
them a kind of aſylum. wa he 
Innete 

We now began to find the Guinea beer 
(numida meleagris) in theſe parts. They keptill © 
together in flocks, and conſequently were very * p 
ſhy and cautious. I obſerved they flew lov . ct 
and ſtraight forwards, like our partridges ee 
They appeared to get the greateſt part oi I; n 
their food on the ground, but at night they H Ow 
perched together up in the trees; fo char | on! 
once killed ſix of them at one ſhot, and ſeve- ul by 


ui 
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ral more were wounded, which, however, 1775. 
eſcaped in the dark. Their fleſh was dry, December 
and much inferior to that of the common 

hen. 


Of Sunday-rivier, which at this part made 
agreat many windings, the banks to us were 
extremely high and ſteep, and indeed quite 
= perpendicular; conſiſting, to all appearance, 
= merely of the ſame dry and clayey materials 
as the ſurface of the earth exhibired on our 
=X fide. . In the upper part, the bank appeared 
to be quite plain and level; but it is difficult 
to conjecture, whence this diſſimilarity in the 
banks of the river ſhould ariſe, unleſs one of 
= them had been thrown up by an earthquake ; 
or that the river by degrees had made its way 
to the ſide of ſome flat hill level at top, and 
= undermined it, till the part that hung over 
fell down, when it would neceſſarily be quite 
level and perpendicular; as, in fact, it is at 
„ preſent. At night we had rain, with a ſouth- 
„vueſt wind. | 

'S 1 RR 
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On the gth at five o'clock in the morning, 
4 when we departed from hence, the thermo- 
neter was at 62; and at half paſt three in the 
afternoon we arrived at Zondags-rivier's-drift. 
ZW: had, nevertheleſs, gone out of our road 
n purpoſe to chaſe, two buffaloes, one of 
which made its eſcape though wounded, and 
he other leaped into a cloſe thicket, where it 
aas neither adviſeable, nor indeed poſſible to 
Follow eit. In the mean time, to my great 
\Wſtoniſhmenr, we could ſee from the top of 
the buſhes the animal piercing through the 


ever. . 
le 1 Fhickeſt of the wood with the greateſt eaſe, 
A jut 
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1775. juſt as if he was merely running through 2 
December rye- field. We likewiſe ſaw a Koedoe (the 4 
antilope ſtrepſiceros of Pal LASs.) 1 


Soon after our arrival at this part of Sunday- 
rivier, we were waited upon by three old 
Hottentots, who ſeemed as if they came to 
pry into our buſineſs in thoſe parts. They 
were, properly ſpeaking, of the race of 
Boſhies-men, though of the more civilized FF | 
ſort, who, even in their own language, diſ- 
tinguiſhed themſelves by the name of good 
Boſhies- men; probably from the circumſtance W 
of their grazing a few cattle, and not living 
by rapine like others of their countrymen. 
My guide explained their buſineſs to me, 
which was to beg tobacco, and to complain 
of their diſtreſſed ſituation ; the farmers hav- " 
ing been with them, and having carried of h 
all their young people, ſo that they were nov Co 
left alone in their old age to look after them 2 
ſelves and their cattle. I ordered my inter 21 
preter to tell them in reply, that we, as the le 
might very well perceive, were no farmers m 
and ſtill leſs kidnappers. 4 


22 — LIES — 1 


I muſt here inform the reader, that man 
of the ignorant Hottentots and Indians no 
having been able to form any idea of the 
Dutch Eaſt-India Company and the board o 
direction, the Dutch from the very begin 
ning in India, politically gave out the com 
pany for one individual powerful prince, bj 
the chriſtian name of Jan or John. Thi Y 
likewiſe procured them more reſpea, tha 
if they had actually been able to make th ; 
Indians comprehend, that they were reall 

governe 
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governed by a company of merchants. On 
this account I ordered my interpreter to ſay 
farther, that we were the children of Jan 
Company, who had ſent us out to view this 
country, and colle& plants for medical pur- 
| poſes. I likewiſe bid him give them to un- 
derſtand, that we had an amazing quantity 
of powder and ball, together with five ſtand 
of fire-arms, as they themſelves faw ; that 
we intended to ſhoot a great deal of game, 
and it would be a great pity if they could 


# abundant ſpoil of fleſh, which would other- 
= wiſe be ſuffered to lie as food for the birds 
and beaſts of prey. 


his ſtory, patched up in haſte, with a 
mixture of truth and falſhood, ſeemed to 
have made a deep impreſſion on theſe Hot- 
tentots. It was, indeed, touching them in 
a tender part, to talk to them of lo much meat, 
9 and to pity their emaciated ſtate, without 
letting them obſerve, however, that it was 
more for my own advantage than theirs, that 
1 1 was ſo deſirous of their company. That 
1 n night then, there not only came to me 
three middle-aged men to offer their ſervices, 
bot 1 even ſaw the three old fellows above- 
of thi T mentioned, with great eagerneſs and dilt- 


ard of gence preparing their ſhoes, in order to be 
begin“ ready the next morning to follow us in our 
com expedition. 
ce, Ul 
Thü Having given my guide to underſtand, 
cha how ſtrange this conduct of the Hottentots 
5 the. appeared to me, when I compared it with 
rea 7 che account they had given of themſelves at 
ver nes firſt, 
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not come along with us, and partake of the 


23 


1 9 75 ; 
December 
— — 


au — 


— + 
—— - 
— — 
— — 
| FS” — 


8 *x 
__ 

N 

* * —_ 


— — 
22 2 - —— 
— : \ — — ag 
— — * 2 — 
= As — 
- — = 7 1 1 
5 * — * — 
= a — 1 
5 «4 L . 


24 


2 


A VOYAGE TO THE 


firſt, at the ſame time that from this circum» 


December ſtance l apprehended they would prove falſe; 
beſides, that I doubted, whether we ſhould b 
be able to find food for ſo many as ſix of 
them, we being five in number ourſelves, | 


which 1n all made eleven perſons ; he replied, 


*« Pſhaw ! this is always the Hottentor's cuſtom | I 
to lye the firſt word they ſpeak ; and as for 


victuals, we ſhall 
Fil warrant you.” 


get game enough to eat, 


Hottentots cuſtom of lying at the firſt word, 
I was pretty even with them in that reſpect, 
with my pretended relationſhip to Jan Com- 


pany. 


On the roth in the morning we ſet out on 
our journey, being in all eleven perſons, 
The ſix newly-arrived Hottentots did not un- 
derſtand a word of Dutch, on which account 


we were obliged to make uſe of the three 
others as interpreters; though, in general, 
we made them underſtand us pretty well by 
ſigns, and ſome few Hottentot words we had 
learnt the meaning of, and could ourſelves 


pronounce with the proper clack againſt the 


roof of the mouth. Still, however, Mr. 


IMMELMAN and I could not be otherwiſe 


than anxious about the procuring of food 


for ſuch a number of people, when, in caſe 
of a ſcarcity, we expected to hear them 
grumbling againſt their Moſes and Aaron, who BÞ 
had enticed them into the deſert; for the 
buffalo which we had chaſed the day before 


got away from us, though the buſhes in more 
than one place were ſtained with his blood. 
Upon this, however, we ſoon obſerved, that 


our 


The latter part of his | 
reply gave me ſome ſatisfaction; for as to the 
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m- our volunteer corps, the fix laſt Hottentots, 
ſe; made no difficulty of eating, without any 
uld | 1 preparation whatever, the ill-taſted beans of a 
of wild ſhrub, (the guaiacum afrum.) I thought 
ves, 1 could ſhew the Hottentots another ſub- 
ied, BE ſtance likewiſe, which might ſerve to ap- 
tom peaſe their hunger in caſe of neceſſity. This 
for was the gum arabic, which they might gather 
eat, in many ſpots thereabouts from the mimoſa 
his nilotica; but this was a ſpecies of food very 
the well known to them, and which they had 
ord, often tried. When in want of other provi- 
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dect, ſions, the Boſhies-men are ſaid to live upon 
m- this for many days together. 
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This day I ſaw, for the firſt time, a herd 
of boſch-varkens, or, as they are likewiſe 
called, w:lde-varkens, (wood-{wine, or wild- 
ſwine) in their wild uncultivated ſtate ; for 
ount I had hitherto only ſeen one of this ſpecies 
three of animals in the menagerie at the Cape. 
eral, It was confined there with a ſtrong iron 
11 by chain, as it was very wild and vicious. M. 
e had PALLASs, who in his Spicil. Zool. Faſc. II. p. 
elves 11. and Miſcel. Zool. p. 16. has deſcribed 


| * O n AF 
un- 


ſt the this animal by the name of aper Athiapicus, 


Mr. and given a figure of it, farther informs us 
rwiſe in his Spicil. Zool. Faſc. XI. Additam. p. 84. 


food that one of them killed the keeper of the 


1 caſe | at Amſterdam. One may eaſily 
them conceive that this creature is very dangerous, 
, who if one only takes notice of its large tuſks, 
or the vide Tab. V. I. c.) Theſe are four in num- 
before ber. Two of them proceed from the upper 
more aw, and turn upwards like a horn, conſiſt- 


blood. ing, however, of a fine ivory-like ſubſtance. 
, that In a head of this animal ſalted and dried, 
OU 3 
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1775- Which I gave to the Royal Academy of 
December Sciences in Sweden, the tuſks or horns ſtand | 
nine inches out of the jaws, and meaſure full 
five inches in circumference at the baſe, 
The two other tuſks, which come from the | 
lower jaw, project but three inches from the 
mouth, being flat on the inſide, and correſ. 
ponding with another plain ſurface ſimilar to 
it in the upper tuſks. Theſe the beaſts make 
uſe of not fo much for biting, as for goring® 
and butting with. A little pig of this ſpe- 
cies, which I afterwards caught at Viſcb. 
rivier, and had it tied up, thinking to bring 
it alive along with me, had already got this 
trick, ſo that I was ſoon obliged to let it be 
killed, It was terribly vicious, and quick 
in all its motions; and though at time not. 
abſolutely dangerous, yet my Boſhies-men 
were very much afraid of it. We had 
rather, ſaid they, attack a lion on the plain, 
than an African wild boar ; for this, though 
much ſmaller, comes ruſhing on a man a 
ſwift as an arrow, and throwing him down 
ſnaps his legs in two, and rips up his belly 
before he can get to ſtrike it, and kill it witt 
his javelin.” The dwelling-place of this 
ſame ſpecies of wild boar, to which the ave- 
nues ſeemed to be very narrow, is under: 
ground. I have been told indeed, that the 
boſch-yarkens go down into them backwards, 
and place themſelves there in a row one 
behind the other; but this is not very like. 
ly, for probably theſe paſſages are widened 
lower down. Thus much, however, ö 
certain, that people do not dare to attack 
them in their holes, for fear of their com- 1 
ing out on them on a ſudden. 
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mothers, without being 
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Jon two other occaſions, as | was chaſing them. 
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The body of this animal 1s ſmall in com- 


facilicates its burrowing and living under- 
ground. Neither would it be adviſeable for 


a man on horſeback to approach too near or 
to hunt this animal, 
on a ſudden, and ſtriking with its horns at the 
! horſe's legs, afterwards kill both him and his 
rider. 
the old ſows, with a view to ſhoot one of them, 
but in vain; nevertheleſs, the chaſe of them 
& afforded me peculiar pleaſure. 
the heads of the old ones, which were before 
Jof a tolerable ſize, ſeemed to have 
larger and more ſhapeleſs than they were be- 
fore; which momentary and wonderful change 
E aſtoniſhed me ſo much the more, as my hard 
riding over a country full of buſhes and pits, 
had hitherto prevented me from giving ſuffi- 
cient attention to the manner in which it was 
brought about. 
Liſted in this; each of the old ones, while 
7 were making olf, took a pig in its mouth; 


as it will often turn round 
1 his day I purſued ſeveral pigs with 


On a ſudden 


grown {till 


The ſecret, however, con- 


circumſtance that alſo explained to me ano- 


Ther ſubject of ſurprize, which was, that all 
the pigs which | was juſt before chaſing along 
gwith the old ones, vaniſhed all on a ſudden. 
But in this action we find a kind of unani- 
mity among the wood-ſwine, in which they 
; reſemble the tame ſpectes, and which they 
have in a greater degree than many other ani- 
mals. It is likewiſe very aſtoniſhing, that 
the pigs ſhould be carried about in chis man- 
ver, 50 


ner between ſuch large tuſks as thoſe of their 
g hurt, or crying out 
I ſaw the ſame done, however, 


The 
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1775. The cry of theſe young ones was like that of 1 
December ur common pigs, as I found in ſome we af. 
terwards caught. | : 


I have it from pretty good authority, that 
one Jos va DE BokR, a farmer in Camdebo, 
had ſucceeded in obtaining a brood of theſe 
wood-ſwine, which had been coupled with 
the ordinary ſort; but as the perſon who told 
it me had not ſufficiently informed himſelf 
concerning the circumſtances, I could not get 
any farther inſight into the matter, This ex-: 
periment having failed in Holland, as menti-* 
oned by M. ParLas, is no reaſon why it! 
ſhould not ſucceed better in other places. 
obſerved a peculiar circumſtance on my re. 
turn home through Lange-kloof, which was, 
that two tame pigs at a farmer's in that pro- 
vince, not only went down on their knees to 
graze, but even ſucceſſively changed this poſ. 
ture to that of ſtanding, with the greateſt] 
eaſe, This faculty the animal ſeems to have? 
acquired in its ſubterraneous caverns, and it 
proceeds from the creature's neck being too 
ſhort to be conveniently lowered to the 
ground. 


The African wood-ſwine are likewiſe dil- 
tinguiſhed from any other ſpecies of ſwine 
by four peculiar carbuncles or excreſcences 
Two of theſe are broad and flat, being about 
two inches over both in length and breadth 
and are placed at the diſtance of a hand 
breadth juſt before and underneath the eyes 
The other two are ſpherical, an inch high 
and are ſituated on the noſe at three inches 
diſtance, in a ſtraight line from behind the 
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8 jaws. The tail is flatted at*the tip; and this 
# appendage they never fail, either old or young, 
to hold quite erect in the air during the whole 


time that they are purſued. With reſpect to 


t both theſe nations. 


taſte, I found the fleſh very much reſemble 
that of the ordinary pig; but never obſerved 
the animals themſelves to be of that dark hue 
Zaſcribed to them by M. ParLas, and which 


IM. Vosuarx has given them in the coloured 
figures he has publiſhed ; thoſe that I ſaw be- 
ing only of a bright yellow-colour, like the 
&reateſt part of our domeſtic ſwine, Neither 


0 id J hear any body in the colony call them 


Waartloopers, as M. VosMaAER pretends they 
Pre termed : though, on the other hand, I 


have frequently heard the Hottentots call them 
faunaba, and have likewiſe been informed by 
hem, that theſe creatures are fond of wallow- 


Ing in the mire, and are wont to grub after 
ne root of a ſhrub of the meſembryanthemum 
Kind, which they call da-“ Kai. | 


At night we came to the upper part of 


EKuremi, or Little Sunday-river. We fixed 
pur reſting place at the diſtance of a few gun- 
ots from a clan of baſtards, or Hottentot- 
Faßres, who are the offspring of the mixture 
They chiefly ſpoke the 
Faffre language, but had neither the large 
Ips, robuſt, and eaſy form, nor the black 
mplexion of the Caffres. They appeared 
me not ſo ſwarthy as my own Hottentots, 
and I ſuppoſe, that they originate only from 
ſet of people, who having acquired ſome 
Wattle by ſervitude among the Caffres, had 
Prmed themſelves into this ſociety. The iris 
W their eyes was of a very dark brown hue, 

and 
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1775 and almoſt, if not quite as dark as the pupil. 5 
December They had a great quantity of cattle, and ſeem- 
KA cw to live very happily in their way. As ſoon | 
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as ever they had taken their cattle up from 
paſture they milked them; an occupation they 
intermixed with ſinging and dancing. 2 


< 
$ 


WW” 


We ſeldom ſee ſuch happineſs and content- by 
ment as ſeems to be indicated by this feſtive WWhi 
cuſtom, in a handful of people totally uncul- 
tivated, and ſubſiſting in their original ſavage 
ſtate, in the mid{t of a perfect deſert. Mr, 
IMMELMAN accompanied me, 1n order to be- 
hold with his own eyes the real archetype of 
that ſtate of paſtoral felicity, which the poets 
are continually occupied in painting and de- 


ſcribing. We announced ourſelves here like- Mido 
wiſe as being the children of the company, Pere 
and were received by them with a friendly Help 
ſimplicity and homely freedom, which, how- Pere 
ever, by no means leſſened them in our opt 
thoughts as men. They preſented us with ags 
milk, and danced at our requeſt; and at the ho 
ſame time giving us to underſtand, that our Feat 
fame, as being a fingular people with plaited Pei! 
hair, as well as ſimplers and viper-catchers as, 
had reached them long before our arrival. Lewir 
| vt t, © 
We were ſpectators of their country dan-Mith i 
ces, in which there was verry little either ofW'plea 
agility or art. While their feet were emo we 
ployed in a kind of ſtamping and moderately eir b; 
ſlow movement, every one of them between Mt of t 
whiles made ſeveral ſmall gentle motions with 
a little ſtick which they held in their hands, Beſid 
The ſimplicity which prevailed in their dance ma; 
was equally conſpicuous in their ſinging, the Wave at 
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eans diſagreeable. 
They had another kind of dance, which 


Tonſliſted in taking each other by the hand, 
Ind dancing gently in a circle round about 
ne or more perſons, who were placed in the 
piddle of the ring, and whoſe movements 
pere briſker and quicker; yet we could not 


Help laughing, though at the ſame time we 
Were not a little hurt, to ſee the poor infants 
Pop their heads alternately in and out of the 
Bags hanging at the backs of their mothers, 
Who were likewiſe dancing; ſo that we had 
great reaſon to fear that they would break 
heir necks. But what was ſtill more ridiculous 
Was, that theſe little Hottentots were far from 
pewing the leaſt diſlike to this treatment; 


ut, on the contrary, were ſo well- pleaſed 


ch it, that they ſufficiently ſnewed their 


Iſpleaſure by crying, when their mothers, 
ho were ſoon tired with carrying them on 


Wt of the dance. 


hBeſides the pleaſures which theſe daily dan- 
gs may be ſuppoſed to afford them, they 
, the 


ave at their greater feſtivals the more de- 


9 lightful 


70 


Weir backs, wanted to ſet them down, or go 
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following being all the words uſed to the tune 1775. 
Jof one of their country dances, which I took 
down in writing at the time, Maijema, Maijema, 
Hub, bub, bub. The former part of this was 
chaunted repeatedly piano by an elderly ma- 
tron, who was anſwered by the young men 
and maids in the latter words, ſung /taccato 
by way of chorus. It muſt be confeſſed, that 
his concert was not well adapted to fatisfy a 
Mice ear; but however, it inſpired a certain 
Wegree of joy and chearfulneſs, and was by no 


December 
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1775. lightful enjoyment of voluptuous Jove, which, 
December at thoſe times, the youth of both ſexes, by their 
laws, have full opportunity given them to 

purſue, For it is faid, that the unmarried 

part of the company, in the very middle of 


the dance, withdraw to a private place in cou. 


ples ſucceſſively and at different intervals, 
without giving the leaft ſubject of offence and 
ſcandal, and without having any occaſion to 
bluſh when they return again to the cofnpany, 
I have purpoſely ſaid only, that opportunity ir 
given them for this purpole; as 1 could not 
learn, whether their laws, together with the 
opportunity, allowed the action itſelf, which, 


as J have mentioned above, the Caffres permit® : 


themſelves to tranſact in the preſence of the 
whole company that is dancing. | 


This remiſſneſs of their laws, however, in 


allowing them opportunities of this kind 


ſeems to be in direct oppoſition to the rigor- 
ous ſtrictneſs of theſe ſame laws in the fol- 
lowing particular. Any young woman what: 
ſoever, who, after ſuch dance, ſhall prove 
pregnant, ſhall be put to death, together? 
with her paramour ; unleſs, which indeed 
generally the caſe, the oldeſt people 1n tht 
clan mitigate the puniſhment, by commuting 
it into a perpetual union; ordering then 
moreover, to forfeit an ox or a cow to feall 
the whole community with, by way of atone: 
ment for their crime. In this latter article 0 


the mitigation of the decree, it is not diff 
cult to perceive the ſelfiſh motives of the lo 


ciety ; but 1t 1s, perhaps, not ſo eaſy fro 3 
this ftrange edict itſelf, to trace out the inte 


tion of the primitive inſtitutor of it. Be gun, 
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© ſides, who could have ſuppoſed, that among 
© theſe artleſs herdſmen another cuſtom ſhould 
3 prevail, which ſhould ſacrifice the virtue and 
innocence of the fair ſex to the intereſted 
views of a parent or guardian? A Hottentot, 
who at that time dwelt in thoſe parts, aſſured 
me, that on any Hottentot's paying a ſtipu- 
© lated price to a girl's relations, ſhe was oblig- 
ed to ſleep with him; but that neither did 
the law ordain, nor had there been any in- 
© ſtance known, that a young woman ſhou!d 
be delivered up into the arms of a Chriſtian, 
or white man, on any conſideration whatever. 
The Hottentot added, that for his part, he 


„had not entered into any union here of the 


kind, as for two, or at moſt three nights en- 
joyment, it would have coſt him the price of 
Ja cow; a price, he ſaid, that would have 
made him dearly repent his bargain. 


This Hottentot, who explained to me the 
© circumſtances I have juſt been mentioning, 
and at the ſame time gave me many other 
curious anecdotes and relations, I had the 
greater reaſon to believe, as he had the ap- 
pearance of being a ſerious and diſcreet man, 
and indeed was known to be ſuch by my 
guide. He had been brought up in a village 
near the Chriſtians, in the ſervice of whom 
he had always been; and at this time, with 
the aſſiſtance of the baſtard or Caffre Hot- 
tentots belonging to this craal, he had 
caught, and then had in his cuſtody, three 
old Boſhies-women with their children, with 
an intention to take them home to his maſ- 
ter for ſlaves, His maſter had given him a 
Sun, but he was at that time quite out of 
Vor. II, D powder, 
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1775. powder, conſequently he was put to his ſhifts 
December for food, both for himſelf and his captives, 


| therefore gave him ſome powder, as J con- 
ſidered, that, ſo far from having any effe& 
in riveting the chains of theſe unhappy peo- 
ple, it would rather tend to make them ſit 
lighter. He told me likewife, that his fe- 
male captives had threatened to bewitch him; 
but that he had no faith in witchcraft, and 
had an equal contempt for their menace; 


and their ſavage manners. 


A baſtard Hottentot, who had accompa- 
nied him in this expediton, had been wound. 
ed in the ſhoulder with a poiſoned arrow, 
The poiſon had been ſucked out of the wound 
immediately. The tumour had not abſolute 
a bad appearance; yet the wounded man was 


by no means well, and was himſelf in doubt? 


whether he ſhould get over it or not. No 
thing was laid upon it but the bruiſed leave, 
of the Hottentot fig-tree. 


They keep their milk in leathern ſacks, o 
which have given a deſcription above, ne. 
ver eating it till it is curdled ; but the vel 
ſels they milked it into were baſkets of a pe 
culiar kind, compoſed of roots plaited togt 
ther ſo curioufly, and in fo cloſe a mannet 
that they would not only hold milk but eve 


water. Theſe veſſels would be as neat i 


they are light, if the Hottentots did not al 
ways neglect to waſh them. Indeed, mo 


of theſe baſkets had acquired ſuch an ap q 
pearance from the milk being encruſted up 
on them, as at firſt induced us to ſuppo“ 


that they were beſmeared with cow-dung, 
order to make them hold the liquor the be! 


te 
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ter. But I have ſince tried baſkets, that 
were quite new and clean, particularly one 
that I had brought home with me, and found, 


that without any kind of daubing, they did 


FI 
4 
7 


not leak in the leait. Theſe milk-pails, or 
© baſkets, are moſtly of the ſhape of that de- 
© lincared in Plate I. Vol. I. fig. 1. holding 
from a pint and a half to four gallons ; and 
© beſides the advantage of being very light, 
they have likewiſe that of their rims being 


| ſufficiently pliable. 


No cows of the African breed, whether they 
belong to the coloniſts or Hottentots, will 
ſuffer themſelves to be milked, without their 
Shind legs being firſt tied together; as they 
ptherwiſe never fail either to kick the perſons 
ho milk them, or get away from them. The 
Interpreter, { have been juſt ſpeaking of, de- 
red me, therefore, to obſerve here, as being 
an uncommon circumſtance, that ſeveral of 
he cows belonging to theſe baſtard Caffres, 
allowed themſelves to be milked without be— 
Ing tied up. I likewiſe remarked, that the 


Fows here, whether tied up or looſe, were, 


for the moſt part, too ſhy and wild to ſuffer 
Shemſelves to be milked, except their calves 
Were with them, and had previoully ſucked 
hem a little, The herdſmen themſelves in 
Mis place were alſo deſirous that I ſhould take 


Potice, as a matter of curioſity, of the man- 


er in which a cow, who had brought forth a 


ead calf, was at length induced to be milked. 


he artifice uſed for this purpoſe, conſiſted 
letting her always put her noſe in the ſkin 


; { f her dead calf juſt before ſhe was milked, 
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Circumciſion is practiſed by theſe Hotten- 


Decemb 
cemÞ*T tots as well as by the Gonaquas and Caffres, 


and is performed upon youths at that period 
of life, when, to uſe their own expreſſion, 
they become half-men. Yet they generally 
ſuit the time ſo, as to have an opportunity 
of performing the operation upon ſeveral at 
once. 


The next morning, being the 11th, we were 
waked by the Hottentots ſinging and danc- 
ing; and with this rejoicing, or, atleaſt, ap- 
pearance of happineſs and delight, it ſeems 
that this ſimple race of people always begin 
and conclude the day. We likewiſe paid: 
viſit to them that morning, but ſoon found it 
more prudent to return to our waggon again; 
as a great number of them now came to pay 
their reſpects to us, and at the ſame time be- 
came more troubleſome than ever, by impor: 
tuning us for tobacco. I do not know whe- 
ther 1 ſhould look upon it as a mark of the 
greateſt ſimplicity, or as a witty and ingeniou 


compliment in one of them, who deſired my 


interpreter to tell me, that he had never ſeen 
a waggon before, and therefore wiſhed me t 
inform him, whether mine had grown in the 
ſame ſtate in which he then ſaw it. 


In the mean while, in order to obtain 
truce from their tireſome practice of peſtering 
us for tobacco, we excited their aſtoniſhment 
by ſhewing them our watches. I even at 


rempted to acquire ſome reſpect from thel: ö 
people, as not being without ſome knowledg' 


of magic. This, it may well be ſuppoſed 


did not proceed from any miſplaced ambition 
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but rather from motives of prudence, and 1775. 
|. -= . p q 1 December 
with a view by this means of curbing their 


d } growing deſires, which might probably termi- 
1, nate in ſome bold attempts on the iron-work 
l of the waggon, &c. For this purpoſe I bid 
Ztheſe Hottentots, and at the ſame time my 
Aon, endeavour to take ſome quickſilver with 
their fingers out of a parcel of it which I had 

brought with me. The various attempts they 

made ſtill proving abortive, excited in them 
the greateſt aſtoniſhment, and proved an in- 


c- 

p. exhauſtible ſubject to them of converſation 
„and laughter. Afterwards, to their utter 
in amazement, I took out ſeveral globules of 
2 


8 Quickſilver, having previouſly, unperceived 
in Þy them, rubbed my fingers over with tallow. 
5 Neither did I omit aſtoniſhing theſe ſimple 
ſwains, with the wonderful magnetic proper- 


N ies of the needle belonging to my compaſs, I 
or. femember, indeed, having read ſomewhere of 
he. certain great commander, who, being in 
the Kmerica, in order to intimidate the natives, 
ou and make them behave pec.ceably, ſer fire to 
my Wome brandy, which they took for water, at 


ex he ſame time threatening to ſet fire to their 
fivers and burn them up; but I had no oc- 
Tation to have recourſe to extremities, as the 
Miracles I had before performed, ſeemed 
Already to have deterred them from attempt- 
Ing any hoſtilities.—It was particularly from 
Theſe baſtard Caffres, that I got the Caffre 
Words, which are to be found at the end of 
This volume, 


The government of this community, was 
ſaid to be chiefly veſted in a man, who at the 
Jame time was pointed out to me as being 
4 the 
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the richeſt among them. He held this office 


cember by inheritance, and appeared to be a ſober, 


ſedate, middle-aged man. His manner dif 
covered no particular pre-eminence or autho- 
rity ; on the contrary, he had no more trouble 
with the milking than any of the reſt. So that 
riches, even among the uncultivated Hot- 
tentots, are attended with unealineſs and 
trouble, 


There was another perſon here, whoſe buſy 


manner, continual chattering and geſticula- 


tion, plainly denoted, that he was a man in 


office, and of ſome conſequence. In fact, 


he was the ſorcerer (as they term it) of the 


community; and conſquently, by virtue of! 


his office, was maſter of the ceremonies, 
high prieſt, phyſician, and cow-leach ; and of 
himſelf, independently of any office whate- 
ver, an arch Charlatan ; who, by his drolle. 
ries and ridiculous antic geſtures, endeavour: 
ed to diſtinguiſh himſelf from the reft, and 
was perpetually exciting the young people to 
dance. As I was not ignorant, that the Char: 
Jatants, in the better informed and more en- 
lightened ſocieties of Europe, frequently, by 
means of their deſpicable talents, thruſt them- 
ſelves into offices of the higheſt importance 
and the acquiſition of riches, I do not in the 
leaſt wonder to hear, that this fellow, beſides 
being univerſally reſpected, was in poſſeſſion 
of a greater ſtock of cattle than any one 
among them. I was likewiſe informed, tha 
for delivering a cow, which had a difficul 
labour, he uſually had an heifer for his fee; 
and that at every feaſt, the beſt and fattel 
piece fell to his ſhare. 
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In the northern climates I had been uſed to 
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ſee fox tails worn to keep out the cold. Here Deceuber 


3 


2 
we 
] 0 * 
4 
5 


I ſaw, for the firſt time, the tails of the 
jackall, or African fox, made uſe of in warm 
weather; as the Hottentots wiped the ſwear 
off their faces with them, for this purpoſe 
carrying them about with them fixed upon 
ſhort ſticks. Having now ſufficiently con- 
templated the manners of theſe people, we 
proceeded on our journey; and, as in 
the mean time our guide had given us the 
flip, and ſhot an old, lean, and louſy buffalo, 
we made a trip to the place where it lay, and 
loaded our waggon with the beſt part of the 
meat, leaving the remainder to the baſtard 
Hottentots, the birds of prey, and the hyænas. 
The lice that we found upon this buffalo, were 
of a new ſpecies ; (ſee the deſcription, toge- 
ther with a drawing of them, in Mem. ſur les 
Inſectes, Tom, VII.) 


We aſterwards drove higher up, along 
Kurenoi-rivier, and found the water there 
almoſt motionleſs and brackiſh. We had the 
tops and graſs of the reeds growing in this 
little ſtream cut off, to fodder our horſes with 
at night. At night the wolves, which pro- 
bably had got ſcent of the meat in our wag- 
gon, gave us to underſtand by their howlings, 
that they were not far from us. 
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Journey from little Sundays-river to Boſhies- 
mans-river, | 


1775. N the 12th our guide took us firſt to the 
December eaſt and then to the ſouth-eaſt, over a 
— champain country, that we might bait and 

water our cattle at noon. This we did at a 
land ſpring, which had been very much 
trampled under foot by the buffaloes, and 
which had no outlet. But at the diſtance of 
an hour's ride from thence, we found better 
water, and came to a reſolution to put up the 
following night not far from the ſpot, in order 
to be ready in the morning to look out after 
the buffaloes; as it is in places juſt like theſe, 
that they particularly come out into the 
meadows to graze; but, on the contrary, in 
the day time, on account of the heat, they 
generally chooſe to keep in the woods, 


1 
1 
| 


It had not been dark two hours, before we 
heard the roaring of lions, which at times ap- 
peared to be pretty near us. This was the firſt 
time that I had heard this kind of muſic, and, 
as there were ſeveral performers, it might be 
properly called a concerto of lions. They 
continued roaring the whole night, whence 
my guide concluded, that they had aſſembled g 
on the plains in order to copulate, and carry 
on their amours, by fighting and attacking 
each other after the manner of « cats. 
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To deſcribe the roaring of the lion as near- 


1 ly as I can, I muſt inform the reader, that it 
Z conſiſted in a hoarſe inarticulate ſound, 
Z which at the ſame time ſeemed to have a hol- 
© lowneſs in it, ſomething like that proceeding 


from a ſpeaking trumpet. The ſound is be- 
© tween that of a German U and an O, being 


drawn to a great length, and appearing as if 


it came from out of the earth; at the ſame 
time that, after liſtening with the greateſt 
attention, I could not exactly hear from what 
quarter it came. The ſound of the lion's 
voice does not bear the leaſt reſemblance to 
thunder, as M. pz Burron, Tom. IX. p. 22, 
from the Voyage of BouLLayt Le Govz, af- 
firms it does. 
be neither peculiarly piercing nor tremen- 
dous; yet from its ſlow prolonged note, 
Hoined with nocturnal darkneſs, and the ter- 
Tible idea one is apt to form to one's ſelf of 
this animal, it made one ſhudder, even in 
Juch places, as 1 had an opportunity of hear- 
Ing it in with more ſatisfaction, and without 
having the leaſt occaſion for fear. We could 
plainly perceive by our animals, when the 
Ws whether they roared or not, were re- 
connoitering us at a ſmall diſtance. For in 
that caſe the hounds did not dare to bark in 
the leaſt, but crept quite cloſe to the Hot- 
tentots; and our oxen and horſes ſighed deep- 
Py, frequently hanging back, and pulling 
Howly with all their might at the ſtrong ſtraps 
ith which they were tied up to the waggon. 
hey likewiſe laid themſelves down upon the 


th 


* * % 
2 
: 


®s if they did not know what to do with them- 
ſelves; and, indeed, I may ſay, juſt as if 
fl they 


— 
> 
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In fact, it appeared to me to 


round and ſtood up alternately, appearing 


41 


1775- 


ember 


— 1 


3 


—_ — 


— ey eh 
— — 


— 2 — 


— 2 2 — —ẽ— 
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A VOYAGE TO THE 


they were in the agonies of death. In the 
mean time, my Hottentots made the neceſſa. 
ry preparations, and laid each of them their 


Javelins by the fide of them. We likewiſe 


loaded all our five pieces, three of which we 
diſtributed among thoſe of our Hottentots 
who ſpoke Dutch. 


Fires and fire-brands are univerſally reck- 


oned, and, indeed, were ſaid by my Hot- 


tentots, to be a great preſervative and de 
fence againſt lions and other wild beaſts; 
they could, however, themſelves mention in. 
ſtances, in which the lion had leaped forward 
to the fire, and carried off ſome one of them, 
who had been ſitting round it and warming 
themſelves. The animal too has ſometime 
taken its prey to ſo ſhort a diſtance, that the 
poor wretch's companions have plainly heard 
it champing and chewing his fleſh. The Hot 
tentots defired us who were placed in tht 
waggon, not to be in too great haſte to fir 
in caſe a lion ſhould take a leap among them 
for fear that in the dark we might at the ſam 
time hurt ſome of them. They had concerte- 
matters ſo, that ſome of them ſhould rathe 
attempt to pierce him through with the! 
haſſagais or ſpears, while at the ſame initan 
the others ſhould endeavour to cling abou 
its legs. 


They looked upon it as a certain fact, an 
I have ſince heard the ſame from others, thi 
a lion does not immediately kill the peri 
he has got under him, unleſs he is excited“ 
do ſo by the reſiſtance he meets with. 


length, however, it is reported, the royal! 


I 


7 

rab 
#2] 
. 


bt 
5 
14 


6 

Sues r 

. . ry N 1 
. 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 43 


rant gives the coup de grace on the victim's 1775. 
breaſt with a hideous roar. On this occaſion December 
I muſt do my Hottentots the juſtice to ſay, YT 
that they did not ſhew the leaſt fear; though 

they conceived the old and commonly-receiv- 

ed notion to be abſolutely true, that both 

lions and tigers would attack a ſlave or a Hot- 

tentot, before they will a coloniſt or a white 


eck- man. Conſequently, Mr. IMMELMAN and [I 
Hot had no ſuch great reaſon to be in fear for our 
de. oon perſons, unleſs more than one lion ſhould 
aſts; come to attack us, or that we ſhould diſ- 
n in- charge our pieces too precipitately and miſs 
ward him; for in ſuch a caſe, the lion always 
hem ruſhes on the markſman. In another reſpect, 
ming is however, we that lay in the waggon and at 
time 2 diſtance from the fire, were molt liable to 
at the receive a viſit from the lions; or at leaſt to 
head ſee our horſes and oxen, which were tied up 
e Ho, to the waggon, ſeized by them, Otherwiſe, 
in ttt for the ſingularity of the ſpectacle, I ſhould 
to fin have been glad to have ſeen an attack of this 


them, kind, if it had not coſt me more than a couple 
e ſam of my oxen. In ſuch 2 caſe, indeed, my 
\certe horſes would probably firſt have fallen a prey 
rathe to this rapacious animal, as it is generally 
u the ſuppoſed, that the lion gives them the pre- 
inſtau iy ference. 


Among our oxen there was one which at 
this time, as well as ſince upon other ſimilar 
ic, a occaſions, appeared extremely diſquieted and 
rs, th reſtleſs. It had beſides, a ſingular and aſto- 
perso niſhing habit of making an inward noiſe, 
cited which cannot be deſcribed; and this was the 
th, J Jeaſe likewiſe with the ſtone-horſe, in his own 
royal !) Pecullar way. This, in fact, was ſufficient 
ru to 
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1775. to make us keepourſelves in readineſs, though 
December jt happened not to be abſolutely neceſſary : 
w—— however, we quickly got accuſtomed to it, 

and ſeveral times laid ourſelves down to fleep, 
void of care, leaving our beaſts to ſigh on 
unheeded. It is, indeed, a wonderful cir- 
cumſtance, that the brute creation ſhould 
have been taught merely by nature to be in 
dread of the lion; for our horſes and oxen 
were all from places, where I am certain they 
could have no knowledge of this dreadful ad- 
verſary of theirs: ſo that in this we muſt ad- 
mire the bounty of providence, which, while 
it has ſent ſuch a tyrant as the lion amongſt ' 
the animal creation, has likewiſe taught them 
to diſcern and diſtinguiſh it with trembling 
and horror. 

One would ſuppoſe, that the roaring of the 
lion would prove ſerviceable to the other ani- 
mals, as being a warning for them to betake 
themſelves to flight; but as when he roars, 
according to all report, he puts nis mouth to 
the ground, ſo that the ſound is diffuſed 
equally all over the place, without, as we 
have already mentioned, its being poſſible to 
hear from what quarter it comes, the animals 
are intimidated and ſcared to ſuch a degree, 
as to fly about backwards and forwards in 
the dark to every ſide; in conſequence of 
which, ſome of them may eaſily chance to 
run on to the very ſpot from whence the tre- 
mendous ſound actually proceeds, and which 
they meant moſt to avoid. 


A writer, in other reſpects extremely ra- 
tional, who ſtyles himſelf Officier du Roi, al- 
ſerts, in his Voyage a ['Ifle de France, &c. 
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p. 63, that in Africa there are found whole ar- 17735. 
mies of lions; a fact of which, he ſays, he December 
was informed, by three perſons of conſe. - 
quence in the government, whoſe names 
he mentions. 


This author, as well as his informers, and 
| 7 thoſe, if ſuch there be, who have given any 
credit to him, may be eaſily made to conceive 
the palpable abſurdity of the idea by this ſin- 
- = gle conſideration, that to ſupport armies of 


- lions, it would require a greater quantity of 
e 2X quadrupeds and game, as it is called, than 
ſt is to be found not only in Africa, but in all 
n the world beſides. In order to confirm this 
g aſſertion, we may appeal to a witty obſerva- 


tion made by the Indians, and reported by 
je LariTav. It is a very fortunate circum- 


i- X ſtance, ſaid they, that the Portugueſe are as 

de 1 l in number as they are cruel in their diſ- . 
'S, : | poſitions ; juſt as it is with the tigers and li- E 
to ons with reſpe& to the reſt of the animal J 
ed creation, or otherwiſe there would ſoon be an 1 
we end of us men.“ 1 
o 1 
als ; With regard to the teſtimonies of the per- i 
re, ſons of conſequence here appealed to, I muſt b 
in beg leave to obſerve, that we may at any | 
of time, without the leaſt heſitation, call in 3 
to 2X queſtion any poſition which militates againſt z 
re- common ſenſe. Beſides, in the Eaſt-Indies, 

ich knowledge and the appearance of truth are 


not always abſolutely inſeparable from au- 
thority. I myſelf have heard a man belong- 
ra- ing to the council at the Cape, relate to 
al- | ſtrangers the moſt ridiculous abſurdities con- 

© cerning the country in which he lived. Sto- 
| ries 
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1775- ries of this kind often originate from the far. 
December mers and yeomen, who come from a great 
—v— diſtance, and who often find their account in 4 

amuſing their rulers with pleaſing tales; f 
which, the more wonderful they are, with E 
the greater avidity they are ſwalſowed, Ano. . 
ther ſource of theſe falſe reports is in the de. Sh 
praved diſpoſition of mankind, who are very 
prone to impoſe as much as they can on the? 
credulity of the weak and ſimple. Admitting 
it to be true, that the Romans introduced in- 
to their public ſpectacles a great number of 
lions, which, indeed, they might eaſily col. 
le& from the extenſive tracts of country they 
poſſeſſed in Africa and Aſia, yet it never cal 
be conſonant either with truth or probability, 
that armies of lions ſhould be found in thek 
quarters of the globe, where only, according 
to the very probable poſition of M. DE But. 
FON, they exiſt. So that when a later writer 
the Abbe pe Maner, in his deſcription o 
the northern part of Africa, affirms, that tht 
ſame kind of lion 1s likewiſe found in Ame 
rica, we may ſafely conſider this merely as i 
haſty aſſertion, which 1s not warranted eithe 
by the authority of others or by his own expt 
rience: indeed, this author's teſtimony 1 
much more to be credited when he inform 
us, that the Negroes in the northern pan 
of Africa, are uſed to catch lions in pits, bu Tr 
do not dare to eat any of the fleſh, for fen illi 
leſt the other lions ſhould be revenged oO 
them.” in this particular, however, I han 
not found the Hottentots or inhabitants 0X 
the ſouthern parts of Africa equally ſuperſt 
tious, as they told me, that they ate the fle- 
of lions, and looked upon it to be both god 
an 
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r- Rand wholeſome. They likewiſe informed me, 1775. 
at that the lions as well as hyznas, had been December 
in formerly much bolder than they are at pre- 
s; ſent, as they uſed to ſeize them at night, and 

th carry them off from their cottages: at the 

10- ſame time they aſſured me, that a lion that 

de. had once taſted human fleſh would never after, 


ery = could help it, prey upon any other. 


the hey added, that for the ſame reaſon they 
ting were obliged to fix benches up in trees to 
in-Meep on; ſo that they could not ſo readily be 
r of caught unawares by the lions, and might 
col-Mikewiſe the eaſter defend themſelves when 
they they were attacked by them. 

ca 

lit, So that, in fact, they were obliged to ac- 
theſt nowledge, that with the aſſiſtance of the 
ding Chriſtians and their fire- arms, they are at 
Bys- preſent much leſs expoſed to the ravages of 
rite, his fierce animal; while, on the other hand, 
on d could not but agree with them, that the co- 
at the ſoniſts themſelves were a much greater ſcourge 
Ame them than all the wild beaſts of their coun- 
y as 1 put together; as the Hottentot nations, 


eithe Wnce the arrival of the coloniſts in this part 
expe. f the world, have found themſelves reduced 


ny e much narrower ſpace in their poſſeſſions, 
aform iind their numbers very much decreaſed. 
n paſt : 


ts, boi In theſe times, art leait, the lion does not 
for fer illingly attack any animal openly, unleſs 
oed ol rovoked, or extremely hungry, in which 
1 har tter caſe he is ſaid to fear no danger, and to 
ants e repelled by no reſiſtance. The method in 
uperl. Which the lion takes his prey, is almoſt al- 
he flel Pays to ſpring or throw himſelf upon it, with 
ch goo e vaſt leap from the place of his conceal- 

all J ment ; 
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1775. ment; yet, if he chances to miſs his leap, he 5 . 
December will not, as the Hottentots unanimouſly aſ- 5 

— ſured me, follow the prey any farther ; but, 
as though he were aſhamed, turning round Fol 


towards the place where he lay in ambuſh, ESE 
ſures = 
lowly, and ſtep by ſtep, as it were, mea * 


| lot 
the exact length between the two points, in make 
order to find how much too ſhort of, or be- hene 
yond the mark he had taken his leap. One cracks 


of theſe animals, however, was once known i e 
to purſue an elk- antilope with the greateſt the diſe 
eagerneſs and ardour, without any one get- iber 
ting to ſee the end of the chaſe. It is ſingu · "RX 
lar, that the foxes in Europe, according to wild be 
M. CoLLonn's Hift. Nouv. de I'Univers, fore. tc 
Tom. IV. p. 20. when they have leaped PF greater 
ſhort of their mark, and their prey has got of the e 
away from them, meaſure the length of their PY 
leap, in the ſame manner as the lion does. r. 
i : # deſcribe 
It is particularly near rivers and ſprings, 0 tes 
that the lion finds it beſt anſwer his purpoſe after my 
to lie in wait. Any animal whatever that 6 a marrie 
obliged to go thither in order to quench his Wl Carrow 


thirſt, is in danger, tanquam canis ad Nilun, | by a lior 
of becoming a victim to the irreſiſtable pow. though « 
er of this blood-thirſty tyrant. her death 
- mers re] 
It ſhould ſeem, that in caſe gazels, or o- freak of 
ther ſuch animals had ſcent of the lion when! 
he was near them, as ſtrong as it appeared 1 0 
to be in my horſes and oxen, they mig with . le. 
ealily avoid the danger. I do not know ho Which ha. 


the fact really ſtands; but it is poſſible tha] here the 
the lion, like the ſportſmen of this county ſtanced, 
may know fo well how to chuſe the place d back, but 
Its concealment, that the wind may drive ib and laid 
effluv uf Vol, I; 
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© efluvia from the ſide whence it might be per- 


| 1775. 
ceived by its prey. cem 
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Following the example of other travellers in 
ſuch tracts of this part of Africa as are infeſted 
by lions, we always took the precaution to 
make loud cracks with our large ox-whip, 
whenever we were going to paſs a river. Theſe 
cracks of a whip, which, in fact, make a loud- 
er noiſe, and a greater vibration in the air, than 
the diſcharge from a piſtol, nay, are heard much 
@ farther than the report of a gun, is looked up- 
on as a very efficacious method of ſcaring away 
wild beaſts. Theſe large whips ſeem, there- 
fore, to have contributed not a little to the 
greater degree of dread which, ſince the arrival 
of the coloniſts, the lions have of mankind. 


The lion's method of taking its prey, as 
# deſcribed above, is not, however, probably, 
ſo univerſal as to be without exception. Soon 
after my arrival at the Cape, I heard ſpeak of 


a married woman, who ſomewhere in the 
Carrom country was killed at her own door 


by a lion, which likewiſe ate up her hand; 


though others, indeed, thought ſhe came by 
her death in a different manner. Several far- 
mers related to me the following ſingular 
freak of a lion in Camdebo. 


r 
e LS 


e A few years ago a farmer on horſeback, 
with a led horſe in hand, met with a lion, 
which had laid itſelf down in the public road 
| Where the farmer was to paſs. Thus circum- 
| ſtanced, he thought it adviſeable to turn 
back, but found the lion had taken a circle, 
and laid itſelf in his way again; he was 
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1775- therefore obliged to turn back again, and ſo his 
December alternately backwards and forwards. Whe- (fo 
ther the lion was ſcared away by ſeveral more and 
travellers coming up or no, I cannot ſay that prec 

I recollect; for I find, that I have forgot to WM {cif « 

make a minute of the ſtory, probably, be. FF pices 

cauſe I did not think my authority ſufficient- lion 


ly to be depended upon. The following oc diſta 
currence, however, I think I may relate, 3 the | 
being tolerably well authenticated, and ſerv- WM himſc 
ing to ſhew the cowardice and inſidious dif: IF preci, 


poſition of the lion. © of the 
| = from 

« An elderly Hottentot, in the ſervice of ſtillin 

a Chriſtian, near the upper part of Sunday). ſtick, 
river on the Camdebo fide, perceived a lion Wtle me 
following him at a great diſtance for tuo fromt 
hours together, Thence he naturally con-Wexpedi 
cluded, that the lion only waited for the ap- not ſta 
proach of darkneſs, in order to make him his came 
prey; and in the mean time, could not e. Hand mi 
pect any other than to ſerve for this fierce tot hin 


animal's ſupper, inaſmuch as he had no other Mend pr 
weapon of defence than a ſtick, and kney Precipi 
that he could not get home before it wa had bet 
dark. But as he was well acquainted with ö ſaid, 
the nature of the lion, and the manner of is alled e 
ſeizing upon its prey, and at the ſame time Fenſive 
| had leiſure between whiles to ruminate on 

N the ways and means in which it was moſt . This 
likely that his exiſtence would be put an end rica b 
to, he at length hit on a method of ſaving Neap. 1 
his life, for which, in fact, he had to thank hi bout fa 
meditations upon death, and the ſmall ſkill Watch fo 
he had in zoology, (or, to ſpeak plainly, his hey hav: 
knowledge of the nature of animals.) Fot [ P the fic 
this purpoſe, inſtead of making, the beſt oi Fal loade- 

hi 
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his way home, he looked out for a kipkrans, 
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(ſo they generally. call a rocky place level ecember 


and plain at top, and having a perpendicular 
recipice on one fide of it,) and ſitting him- 


g ſelf down on the edge of one of theſe preci- 


ices, he found, to his great joy, that the 


lion likewiſe made a halt, and kept the ſame 
® diſtance as before. As ſoon as it grew dark, 
the Hottentor ſliding a little forwards, let 
& himſelf down below the upper edge of the 
precipice upon ſome projecting part or cleft 
of the rock, where he could juſt keep himſelf 
from falling. But in order to cheat the lion 
© ſtill more, he ſet his hat and cloak on the 
ſtick, making with it at the ſame time a gen- 
S tle motion Juſt over his head, and a little way 
from the edge of the mountain. This crafty 
Jexpedient had the deſired ſucceſs. He did 
not ſtay long in that ſituation, before the lion 


O 


came creeping ſoftly towards him like a cat, 
Jand miſtaking the ſkin- cloak for the Hotten- 
tot himſelf, took his leap with ſuch exactneſs 
and preciſion, as to fall headlong down the 
Precipice, directly cloſe to the ſnare which 
had been ſet up for him; when the Hottentot 
Bs ſaid, in his great joy, exultingly to have 
called out, ati, an interjection of very ex- 
Wenſive import and ſignification.“ 


This is not the only inſtance of lions in 
frica being enſnared in the midſt of their 


Weap. In the out- houſes and waſte grounds 
About farms, where a lion has been upon the 
Watch for ſome animal and miſled it, or where 
they have other reaſons to expect him, they ſet 


ÞÞ the figure of a man cloſe by the ſide of ſeve- 


fal loaded guns; ſo that theſe diſcharge them- 


E 2 {elves 
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1775- ſelves into the body of the beaſt, at the very | 


December inſtant that he ſprings or throws himſelf upon ed 
the dreſſed figure, ever 
left 

As this is done with ſo much eaſe and ſuc. 
ceſs, and as they hardly ever think it worth N 
while in Africa to take lions alive, they fel. the 


dom give themſelves the trouble of catching that 
them by means of pit-falls. From all the 3 and 
moſt credible accounts I could collect con- A 


cerning the lions, as well as from what I fan ſome 
myſelf, I think I may ſafely conclude, tha? with 
this wild beaſt is frequently a great coward; by w 
that is, very deficient in point of courage their 
comparatively to his ſtrength : on the other unt 
hand, however, he often ſhews an unuſual had | 
degree of intrepidity, of which I will juſt ſome 
ment ion the following inſtance, as it was re. defenc 
lated to me. attack 
e A lion had broken into a walled inclo- . It 1 
ſure for cattle, through the latticed gate, and ns te 
done 2 good deal of damage. The people ately | 
belonging to the farm, were well aſſured of report 
his coming again by the ſame way; in con— e 
ſequence of which, they ſtretched a line di- uma! 
rectly acroſs the entrance, ſo thick ſet with before 
loaded guns, that they muſt neceſſarily dil- gr 
charge themſelves into the lion's body, "PS ch 
ſoon as ever he ſhould come, which they M* pect 
firmly expected he would, to diſplace the WF the 
line with his breaſt. But the lion, which Man 
came in the day-time before it was yet dark, I 0 
and probably had ſome ſuſpicions with re- q 0 ,Uf 
ſpect to the line, ſtruck it away with his 4s 
foot; and without betraying the leaſt fear in led. | 
conſequence of the reports made by the * Ain 75 
ed 
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1 ed pieces, went on ſteadily and careleſs of 1775. 
every thing, and devoured the prey it had December 
left untouched before.“ 


M. Burrow (Tom. IX. p. 7.) tells us, on 
the authority of MarMoL and Trevenor, 
that the lions, which in the more cultivated 
and inhabited parts of Barbary and India, 
are uſed to experience man's ſuperiority, 
E ſometimes ſuffer themſelves to be intimidated 
& with a few ſtrokes of a ſtick (and that even 
by women and children) from carrying off 
their prey. This accords with ſeveral acs 
counts that I heard at the Cape, of ſlaves who 
had had courage enough, with a Knife or 
& ſome other weapon {till more inſignificant, to 
defend their maſter's cattle, which had been 
attacked in the dark by a lion, 


It is ſingular, that the lion, which, accord- 
ing to many, always kills his prey immedi- 
S ately if it belongs to the brute creation, is 
reported frequently, although provoked, to 
content himſelf with merely wounding the 
human ſpecies; or at leaſt, to wait ſome time 
before he gives the fatal blow to the unhappy 
victim he has got under him. A farmer, 
who the year before had the misfortune to be 
a ſpectator of a lion's ſeizing two of his oxen, 
gat the very inſtant he had taken them out of the 
waggon, told me, that they immediately fell 
down dead upon the ſpot cloſe to each other; 
tho', upon examining the carcaſes afterwards, it „ 
appeared that their backs only had been bro- 
ken. In ſeveral places through which I paſſ- 
ed, they mentioned to me by name a father and 
4% his two ſons, who were ſaid to be {till wo. 
'2 an 


. 
i 
1 
1 
in 
þ 
ity 
bY 
4 


54 


1775. 
December 
— 


A VOYAGE TO THE 


and who being on foot near a river on their 
eſtate in ſearch of a lion, this latter had 


. ruſhed out upon them, and thrown one of 


them under his feet; the two others, howe- 
ver, had had time enough to ſhoot the lion | 
dead upon the ſpot, which had lain almoſt 
acroſs the youth ſo nearly and dearly related 
to them, without having done him any par- 
ticular hurt. 


I myſelf ſaw, near the upper part of Dyyven- 
hoek-rivier, an elderly Hottentot, who at that 
time (his wounds being ſtill open) bore under 
one eye and underneath his cheek- bone the 
ghaſtly marks of the bite of a lion, which did 
not think it worth its while to give him an 
other chaſtiſement for having, together with 
his maſter (whom I alſo knew) and ſeveral 
other Chriſtians, hunted him with great 1n- 
trepidity, though without ſucceſs. The con. 
verſation ran every where in this part of the 
country upon one BoTa, a farmer and cap- 
tain in the militia, who had lain for ſome 
time under a lion, and had received ſeveral 
bruiſes from the beaſt, having been at the 
ſame time a good deal bitten by him 1n one 
arm, as a token to remember him by; but 
upon the whole, had in a manner, had hi: 
life given him by this noble animal. The 
man was ſaid then to be living in the diſtrid 
of Artaquas-kloof. 


I do not rightly know how to account for 
this mercifu] diſpofition towards mankind, 
Does it proceed from the lion's greater reſpect 
and veneration for man, as being equal to, 


or even a mightier tyrant than himſelf among 
the 
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the animal creation? or is it merely from the _ 1775- 
FF hich has ſometimes induced December 
ſame Caprice, W | in e 
him not only to ſpare the life of men or brute 
creatures who have been given up to him for 
2 prey, but even to careſs them, and treat 
them with the greateſt kindneſs ? Whims and 
freaks of this kind have, perhaps, in a great 
© meaſure acquired the lion the reputation 
n has for generoſity ; but I cannet allow this 
ſpecious name, ſacred only to virtue, to be 
laviſhed upon a wild beaſt, Slaves, indeed, 
E and wretches of ſervile minds, are wont with 
this attribute to flatter their greateſt tyrants ; 
but with what ſhew of reaſon can this attri- 
bute be beſtowed upon the moſt powerful ty- 
rant among quadrupeds, becaule it does not 
S exerciſe an equal degree of cruelty upon all 
© occaſions ? 


That the lion does not, like the wolf, tiger, 
and ſome other beaſts of prey, kill a great 


; deal of game or cattle at one time, perhaps, 
; ; proceeds from this, that while he 1s employed 
in attacking one or two of them, the remain- 
6 der fly farther than it accords with the natu- 
„ral indolence of this beaſt to follow them. If 
p F this be called generoſity, a cat may be ſtyled 
i Fs generous with reſpect to the rats; as I have 
een this creature in the fields among a great 


g number of the latter, where ſhe could have 
e made a great havock at once, ſeize on a ſingle 
one only, and run off with it. The lion 
and the cat likewiſe, very much reſemble each 
1, other, in partly ſleeping out, and partly paſ- 
„ © ling away in a quiet inactive ſtate a great part 


$1 of their time, in which hunger does not urge 
9 53 . . 
99 them to go in queſt of their prey. 
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From what I have already related, and am 


December farther about to mention, we may conclude, 
— that it is not in magnanimity, as many will 


have it to be, but in an inſidious and coward- 
ly diſpoſition, blended with a certain degree 
of pride, that the general character of the 
lion conſiſts: and that hunger muſt naty- 
rally have the effect of now and then 1n- 
ſpiring ſo ſtrong 'and nimble an animal with 
uncommon intrepidity and courage. More. 
over, being accuſtomed always itſelf to kill 
its own food, and that with the greateſt 
eaſe, as meeting with no reſiſtance, and 
even frequently to devour 1t reeking and 
weltering in its blood, it cannot but be ea- 
ſily provoked, and acquire a greater turn 
for cruelty than for generoſity : but, on the 
other hand, not being accuſtomed to meet 
with any reſiſtance, it is no wonder that when 
it does, it ſhould' fometimes be faint-hearted 
and creſt-fallen; and, as I have already ſaid, 
ſuffer itſelf to be ſcared away with a cudgel. 
Here follows another inſtance of this fact. 


« A yeoman, a man of veracity, (Jacos 
Kok, of Zee-koe-rivier,) related to me an ad- 
venture he had, in theſe words: One day 
walking over his lands with his loaded gun, 
he unexpectedly met with a lion. Being an 
excellent ſhot, he thought himſelf pretty cer- 
tain, in the poſition he was in, of killing it, 
and therefore fired his piece. Unfortunately 


he did not recollect, that the charge had been 


in it for ſome time, and conſequently was 
damp ; ſo that his piece hung fire, and the 
ball falling ſhort, entered the ground cloſe 


to the lion. In conſequence of this he was 
| ſeized 
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| ſeized with a panic, and took directly to his 1775- 


feet; but being ſoon out of breath, and 


by bY purſued by the lion, he jumped up on 
. a little heap of ſtones, and there made a 
© ſtand, preſenting the butt- end of his gun to 


bis adverſary, fully reſolved to defend his life 


E as well as he could to the utmoſt. My friend 


did not take upon him to determine, whe- 


; ther this poſition and manner of his intimi- 
dated the lion or not; it had, however, ſuch 
an effect upon the creature, that it likewiſe 
: made a ſtand ; and what was ſtill more ſin- 
E gular, laid itſelf down at the diſtance of a few 


| paces from the heap of ſtones ſeemingly quite 


unconcerned. The ſportſman, in the mean 


| while, did not dare to ſtir a ſtep from the 
ſpot; beſides, in his flight he had the mis- 
fortune to loſe his powder-horn. At length, 
| after waiting a good half hour, the lion roſe 
up, and at firſt went very ſlowly, and ſtep by 
| ſtep, as if it had a mind to ſteal off; but as 
{ſoon as it got to a greater diſtance, it began 
to bound away at a great rate.” It is very 
| probable, that the lion, like the hyæna, does 
[not eaſily venture upon any creature that 
makes a ſtand againſt it, and puts itſelf in a 
poſture of defence. It is well known, that it 
does not, like the hound, find out its prey by 
the ſcent, neither does it openly hunt other 
animals. At leaſt, the only inſtance ever 
known of this, is that which I have mention 
ed before, in Vol. I. Chap. IX. in which it is 
Ipoken of as having hunted an elk-antilope- 
tough it might poſlibly be, that this wild 
beaſt was reduced by extreme hunger to ſuch 
an extraordinary expedient. The lion, ne- 
yertleleſs, is ſwift of foot, Two hunters in- 
formed 
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1775- formed me, that an imprudent and fool-hardy 

ber companion of theirs, was cloſely purſued b x 

a lion in their ſight, and very nearly overta. 

ken by it, though he was mounted on an ex. 
cellent hunter. 


The lion's ſtrength is conſiderable, This 
animal was once ſeen at the Cape to take ai 
heifer in his mouth, and though the legs of 
this latter dragged on the ground, yet ſeem. 
ed to carry her off with the ſame eaſe as: Ing 
cat does a rat. It likewiſe leaped over a broad Frein 
dike with her, without the leaſt difficulty, 2 
A buffalo, perhaps, would be too cumber. — 
ſome for this beaſt of prey, notwithſtandig ad 
his ſtrength, to ſeize and carry off with hin... 
in the manner above-mentioned. Two yeo⸗ Fou 
men, upon whoſe veracity I can place ſome 


; owe 
confidence, gave me the following account Fo 


relative to this matter. Kalo 
. a ; Itacke 

„ Being a hunting near Boſbies-man- riuin had a 
with ſeveral Hottentots, they perceived a lionWich 
dragging a buffalo from the plain to a neigh: ep 
bouring woody hill. They, however, ſoot ad p 
forced it to quit its prey, in order to make iii«a7- ; 
prize of it themſelves; and found that this att. 


wild beaſt had had the ſagacity to take out very 
the buffalo's large and unwieldy entrails, i eaſt o 
order to be able the eaſier to make off with and t 
the fleſhy and more eatable part of the ca-Hhavin- 
caſe, The wild beaſt, however, as ſoon to att 
he ſaw from the ſkirts of the wood, that the 
Hottentots had begun to carry off the fie Th; 
to the waggon, frequently peeped out upon wonde 
them, and probably with no little mortificaWtin« 
tion.“ The lion's ſtrength, however, is ſaid teen d 
not 
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ray not to be ſufficient alone to get the better of 1775. 
bu; large and ſtrong an animal as the buffalo ; December 
[ths About, in order to make it his prey, this fierce 
ere creature is obliged to have recourſe both to 
Nagility and ſtratagem; inſomuch, that ſteal- 
ing on the buffalo, it faſtens with both its 
1 pas upon the noſtrils and mouth of the beaſt, 
* Id keeps ſqueezing them cloſe together, till 
s of Wat length the creature is ſtrangled, wearied 
out, and dies. A certain coloniſt, accord- 
Wing to report, had had an opportunity of 
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020 Veing an attack of this kind; and others had F 
ulty, Wrealon to conclude, that ſomething of this na- | 
la ture had paſſed, from ſeeing buffaloes, which 

ing 


had eſcaped from the clutches of lions, and 
Ppore the marks of the claws of theſe animals 
about their mouth and noſe. They aſſerted. 
however, that the lion itſelf riſqued its life 
In ſuch attempts, eſpecially if any other buf- 
Italo was at hand to reſcue that which was at- 
tacked, It was ſaid, that a traveller once 
had an opportunity of ſeeing a female buffalo 
with her calf, defended by a river at her back, 
cep for a long time at bay five lions which 
ad partly ſurrounded her, but did not (at 
leaſt as long as the traveller looked on) dare 
o attack her. I have been informed from 
ery good authority, that on a plain to the 
eaſt of Kromme-rivier, a lion had been gored 
and trampled to death by a herd of cattle; 
having, urged probably by hunger, ventured 
to attack them in broad day-light, 


This the reader will, perhaps, not ſo much 
wonder at, when he is told, that in the day- 
time, and upon an open plain, twelve or ſix- 
8 i teen dogs will eaſily get the better of a _ 

| ion. 


1775. lion. There is no neceſſity for the dogs, wit | 
December „hich the lion is to be hunted, to be ven 
large and trained up to the ſport, as M. Buri 
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rox thinks they ſhould be, the buſineſs be. 
ing perfectly well accompliſhed with the com 
mon farm-houſe dogs. When theſe have gf; 
pretty near the lion, the latter, from a greaM 
neſs of ſoul, does not offer to fly any farther 
but fits himſelf down. The hounds then ſur 
round him, and, ruſhing on him all at once 
are thus, with their united ſtrength, able u. 
tear in pieces, almoſt in an inſtant, til 
ſtrongeſt of all wild beaſts. It is ſaid, tha 
he has ſeldom time to give more than two off 
three ſlight ſtrokes with his paws, (each oi 
which ſtrokes is inſtant death) to an equal 
number of his aſſailants. M. DE Burralif 
aſſerts alſo, that the lion may be hunted 0 
horſeback, but that the horſes as well as thy 
dogs muſt be trained to it: this is probably; 
a mere conjecture of that ingenious author 
as he does not mention his informers on thi 
point. In Africa, the coloniſts hunt the liot 
with common hunting horſes; Indeed, I 
not know how they could eaſily be able to ge 
horſes trained up only to the chaſe of the lion, 


It is faid, that horſes in battle, or in othe! 
dangerous enterprizes, ſuffer themſelves mor 
willingly to be capariſoned by their riders 
than at other times; a circumſtance which! 
think I have likewiſe remarked in theſe ant: 
mals, on expeditions, where the danger, in- 
deed, was not ſo great, as in hunting the but: 
falo and rhinoceros, when they have paſſed 
rivers, and gone up and down ſteep places 


and precipices with the greateſt alacrity, 
| Our 
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Your horſes, the very ſame as had Send 
times, in the manner above-mentioned, ſhewn 
«| their diſquietude when the lion happened to 
gue bei in the vicinity of them, and which were 
be. not in the leaſt trained to the chaſe, once 
one W chibired a ſpirit in the purſuit of two large 
Sa ions, equal to that which they had ſhewn at 
ea pther times in chaſing the timid gazels. 
her WT hough, in fact, hunting horſes ſeem to 
fur ſpartake much more of their maſter's plea- 
nc Jure in the chaſe: I remember in particular, 
e 3 . - Bruntjes Hoogte, I rode a horſe which, 
1 dy a tremulous ſound iſſuing from its cheſt, 
Fang up its ears, and prancing and caper- 
Ing, diſcovered, in an unequivocal manner, 
P ardour for the chaſe, whenever it came in 


. 


quiet of the larger kind of game. There have 
POI Pen been inſtances of hunting horſes, who, 
d ben the hunter has jumped off their backs 

order to diſcharge his piece, but has miſſed 


is mark, have, in their eagerneſs for the 
ie, not allowed him time ſufficient to 
1 thWount again, but followed the game alone 
e lor hours together, cloſe at its very heels, in 


_ I coll its turnings and windings. 
to ge 
lion The chaſe of the lion on horſeback is, in 
ct, carried on in the ſame manner as that of 
otheſtze elephant, which I have already deſcribed 
mor Vol. I. Chap. IX. but as various particulars, 
rideWtherto unknown, concerning the lion's diſ- 
hich ſition, may be learned from it, a defcrip- 
ſe anon of it here will, perhaps, not be ſuper- 
er, Wous; and, in caſe I ſhould be too minute 
ie bulſÞd circumſtantial, I ſhall hope for the indul- 
paſſeſnce of the candid reader ; particularly of 
placeWeh of them as are ſportſmen, and are con- 
acrity, ſcious 


Out 
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1775. ſcious with what high glee and ſatisfactia 
December they are wont to deſcribe, with the utmotfſ 
S—Y— minuteneſs and prolixity, every turning au 

winding of a poor timid hare. 3 


It is only on the plains, that the hunter 
venture to go out on horſeback after the lion 
If it keeps in ſome coppice, or wood, on 
riſing ground, they endeavour to teaze it vii 
dogs till it comes out; they likewiſe pre 
going together two or more in number, uM 
order to be able to aſſiſt and reſcue exciſe 
other, in caſe the firſt ſhot ſhould not tak; 
place. 5 


When the lion ſees the hunters at a greif 
diſtance, it is univerſally allowed, that 
takes to his heels as faſt as ever he can, in of 
der to get out of their ſight; but if the 
chance to diſcover him at a ſmall diſtana 
from them, he is then ſaid to walk off in! 
ſurly manner, but without putting himſelf i 
the leaſt hurry, as though he was above ſhevhj 
ing any fear, when he finds himſelf diſcover 
ed or hunted. He is therefore reported like: 
wiſe, when he finds himſelf purſued with vi 
gour, to be ſoon provoked to reſiſtance, 0 

at leaſt he diſdains any longer to fly. Con 
ſequently he ſlackens his pace, and at lengii 
only ſidles lowly off ſtep by ſtep, all the 
while eying his purſuers aſkaunt; and finally 
makes a full ſtop, and turning round upoi 
them, and at the ſame time giving himſelf: 


ſhake, roars with a ſhort and ſharp tone, Pack, 
order to ſhew his indignation, being read/ea(t 
to ſeize on them and tear them in pieces 


This is now preciſely the time for the hunters 
to 


merle, ee e Ta” £3 a4 r . H 1 18 h a 
= DD Ln ini a 
y 1 I EN _ (i [LO a Ling | 4 f 1 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


nol poſſible within a certain diſtance of him, yet 
and o as at the ſame time to keep at a proper 

Wikance from each other; and he that is 

neareſt, or is moſt advantageouſly poſted, and 
"en is the beit mark of that part of the lion's 
lion pody which contains his heart and lungs, 
on nuſt be the firſt to jump off his horſe, and, 
with = the bridle by putting it round his 


reſet Harm, diſcharge his piece; then in an inſtant 


r, Mecovering his ſeat, muſt ride obliquely 


eac tbwart his companions; and, in fine, giving 


tab his horſe the reins, muſt cruſt entirely to the 
Ppeed and fear of this latter, to convey him 
Put of the reach of the fury of the wild beaſt, 
In caſe he has only wounded him, or has ab- 
Pei, miſſed him. In either of theſe caſes, 
fair opportunity preſents itſelf for ſome of 
he other hunters to jump off their horſes di- 
Fettly, as they may then take their aim and 


Fiſcharge their pieces with greater coolneſs 


grerß 
at il 


n 0 
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ſelf nd certainty. Should this ſhot likewiſe 
ſheviniſs, (which, however, ſeldom happens,) 
:overMhe third ſportſman rides after the lion, which 
Ake that inſtant is in purſuit of the firſt or 


ith de ſecond, and, ſpringing off his horſe, fires 
ce, Us piece, as Gon as he has got within a pro- 

ConWer diſtance, and finds a ſufficiently conve- 
leng"Mient part of the animal preſent itſelf, eſpeci- 
11 thWlly obliquely from behind. If now the lion 
finallyMurns upon him too, the other hunters turn 
uP0MWocain, in order to come to his reſcue with 
nſeli Mie charge, which they loaded with on horſe- 


ne, Mack, while they were flying from the wild 
readiſpeaſt. 
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No inſtance has ever been known, of any 
misfortune happening to the hunters in cha(.M 
ing the lion on horſeback. The African co-W 
loniſts, who are born in, or have had the 
courage to remove into the more remote pati 
of Africa, which are expoſed to the ravageM 
of wild beaſts, are moſtly good mark\men, 
and are far from wanting courage. The lion, 
that has the boldneſs to ſeize on their cattle, 
which are the moſt valuable part of thei 
property, ſometimes at their very doors, uM 
as odious to them, as he is dangerous an 
noxious. They conſequently ſeek out thelM 
animals, and hunt them with the greateſt ar 
dour and glee, with a view to exterminat 
them. When the lion, therefore, comes up- 
on their grounds, it is much the ſame as! 
they were going to fight pro aris et forts; 
and 1 have heard ſeveral yeomen at Agtr 
Bruntjes Hoogte, when I was out a hunting 


with them, merely expreſs a wiſh to met ; 
with the lions, in caſe there were any 1n tha 1 
neighbourhood, without mentioning a word ver 
about ſhooting them; a ſign, that with tha 
gard to that part of the buſineſs they wer vide 
pretty ſure of their hands, grea 

or n 


The lion is by no means hard to kill witigputr 
guns. Thoſe who have had occaſion to ſhod Veat 
ſeveral of theſe animals, have aſſured meWt(elf 
that while buffaloes and the larger ſpecies Mftunit 
antilopes will now and then make their el beaſt 
cape and run fairly off with a ball in theiÞ=od 
bowels, or in the cavity of their abdomet draug 
of which 1 myſelf have ſeen inſtances, tMfef th 
lion, on the contrary, on being ſhot in this Kk 
manner, will be thrown into a vomiting, N himſe 
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S be diſabled from running. But be that as it 
may, it is natural to ſuppoſe, that a well- 
directed ſhot that enters the heart or lungs, 
ſhould ſuffice to kill the lion, as well as the 
elephant and every other creature: therefore, 
as M. pe Burron acknowledges, that the 
EZ lion's hide cannot withſtand either ball or 
dart, it is inconceivable how it ſhould come 
into this author's head to aſſert, without hav- 
ing the leaſt authority for it, that this furious 


beaſt is hardly ever to be killed with a ſingle 
@ ſhot. 


The hides of lions are looked upon as being 
inferior to, and more rotten than thoſe of cows, 
and are ſeldom made uſe of at the Cape, ex- 
cepting for the ſame purpoſe as horſes hides. 


10At 
s Up 
as | 
focis 8 | mer with a farmer, who uſed a lion's hide 
Apt: for upper leathers to his ſhoes, and ſpoke 
ting highly of them, as being pliable and laſting. 
met! 
n thi 
wort 
ith rt 
Welk 


The next morning, being the 13th, we 
were lucky enough to ſhoot a buffalo fatter 
than the former, (For a figure of this animal, 
vide Plate II. of this volume.) This was a 
great treat for my Hottentots, and, indeed, 
for myſelf, as the fleſh of the other was grown 
U witWputrid in conſequence of the warmth of the 
» ſhooſWveather, and the bad quality of the meat 
d meſWtlelf. Beſides, 1 had now a better oppor- 
cies M tunity of drawing up a deſcription of this 
\eir eWocalt, which has been hitherto unknown, 
a theißhand at the ſame time of making a rough 
jomenlſraught of it. Immediately after the report 
es, tht the gun, we ſaw the buffalo fall upon 
in this knees; he afterwards, however, raiſed 
\g, 21 himſelf up, and ran ſeven or eight hundred 

bYPaces into a thicket, and directly upon this, 
Vor, II. F with 
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2. with a moſt dreadful bellowing, gave us to b 
m : 
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underſtand that it was all over with him. All 4 
this together formed a ſpectacle, which moſt We 0 
ſportſmen would have been highly delighted vi 


to have been preſent at. This creature, as fe 
well as moſt of the larger kind of game, was 
ſhot by the Hottentot whom my friend and 

hoſt at Sea-cow-river had ſent along with me, n 
by way of being my guide and markſman, 2 * 
Even ſome of the beſt huntſmen among the 
farmers are obliged, for the moſt part, to 
make uſe of Hottentots by way of buſh 
hunters ; as in their ſkin cloaks they do not 
excite the attention of the wild beaſts, ſo 
much as the Chriſtians do in their drefs 
They are likewiſe ready at any time when there 
is occaſion for it, to go barefoot, and cray| 
ſoftly upon their bellies, till they come within 
a proper diſtance of the animal. Moreover, 
when the buffalo at length is irritated, the 
Hottentots can much eafter eſcape from the 
danger which threatens them, than a Chriſtian, 
I myſelf, on another occaſion, ſaw two Hot: great 
tentots run with amazing ſwiftneſs, when from 
buffalo was in purſuit of them. rical 


It was not without the greateſt diſcontenſipart 
on the part of my Hottentots, that I made! 
draught, and took the dimenſions of thi 
buffalo; thus preventing them, in the meal 
while, from falling aboard of the fleſh, 
Neither did they afterwards delay one momeil 
to cut a few ſlices off and broil them. The 


likewiſe laid two bones on the fire to broll 
for the ſake of the marrow. After this the 
began to take out the entrails, which, ac 
cording to the teſtimony of my Hottentot 

| f perfect! 
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perfectly reſembled thoſe of an ox: the 1775. 


 t0 BY buffalo's, however, are much larger, and take mber 
All BY up more room, and indeed gave us no little 
1ſt trouble in clearing them away; for the dia- 
ted meter of this creature's body was full three 


1 
Was 
and 
me, 
nan. 


feet. 


Upon the whole, the ſize of the buffalo 
was as follows: the length eight feet, the 
height five and a half, and the fore- legs two 


* 


Y 


be 


the feet and a half long; the larger hoofs were 
„ % five inches over; from the tip of the muzzle 
uſh- to the horns was twenty-two inches. This 
not animal in ſhape, as may be ſeen in the plate, 
S, very much reſembled the common ox; but 
rels the buffalo has much ſtouter limbs, in pro- 
there portion to its height and length. Their fet- 
rau Flocks hang likewiſe nearer to the ground. 
tninWThe horns are ſingular, both in their form and 
oven poſition; the baſes of them are thirteen inches 
„the broad, and are only an inch diſtance from each 
the other ; by which means, there is formed be- 


(tian, 
Hot- 
hen! 


tween them a narrow channel or furrow, in a 
great meaſure bare of hair. Meaſuring them 
from this furrow, the horns riſe up in a ſphe- 
rical form, with an elevation of three inches 
at moſt. In this way they extend over a great 
part of the head, viz. from the nape of the 
neck to the diſtance of three and a half inches 
from the eyes; ſo that the part from which 
they grow out, does not occupy a ſpace of leſs 
than eighteen or twenty inches' in circumfer- 
MeVence, From hence bending down on each 
Tbeſhade the neck, and becoming more cylindrical 
broll by degrees, they each of them from a curve, 
s th'Wthe convex part of which 1s turned towards the 
n, 4c ground, and the point up in the air; which, 
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however, at the ſame time is generally inclin- 
ed backwards. The diſtance between the 
points of the horns is frequently above five WM 
feet ; the colour of them is black; and the the 
ſurface to within about a third part of them 
meaſured from the baſe, is very rough and and 
craggy, with cavities ſometimes an inch deep, WM ſom 
Neither theſe cavities, nor the elevation MM Thi 
which are formed between them, appear to ther 
be at all accidental, as there is a tolerable ſimi. ¶ ſom 
larity between theſe excreſcences, though they 
are very different in different buffaloes. TheMclin; 
ears are a foot in length, ſomewhat pendant 
and in a great- meaſure covered and defendedMyiſc 
by the lower edges of the horns. The edge 
of the ears are notched and ſhrivelled up i calle 
divers ways, which probably proceeds front 
the wounds theſe creatures frequently receiv] 
in their battles with each other, and from him, 
the rents they get in the briars and al mo oad, 


impenetrable thickets through which the nim 


paſs together, with other caſualties of that 
nature. Though ſeveral Hottentots have hat, 
been induced from thence to imagine, that tillin 
buffaloes belonged to certain ſupernatural be. 
ings, who marked theſe animals in this mannet 
for their own cattle. By way of naming theltMe the 
beings to me, they made uſe of the wordWand u 
duyvel, which means devil. 


The hairs of the buffalo are of a dariMhis 
brown colour, about an inch long, harſh 
and, on ſuch males as are advanced in years, 
very thin, eſpecially on the middle of the 
ſides of the belly; hence they appear at ſom 
diſtance as if they were girt with a belt; and 
what contributes not a little to this appear 


anccureſt 
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he ance is, that the buffaloes 1 in general are very 


ve fond of rolling in the mire. The hairs on De 


the the knees are in moſt buffaloes ſomewhat 
em : longer than thoſe on the reſt of the body, 
nd and lie, as it were, in whirls. The eyes are 
ep. ſomewhat ſunk within their prominent orbits. 
ons This, together with the near ſituation of 
to them to the baſes of the horns, which hang 


KL IE 


mi ſomewhat over its pendant dangling ears, 
hey and its uſual method of holding its head in- 


The Y clined to one ſide, gives the buffalo a fierce 
ant, ¶ and treacherous aſpect. The diſpoſition like- 
ded Y viſe of the animal ſeems to correſpond with 
ge is countenance. He may in ſome ſort be 


Pp ui called treacherous, as he is wont to hide him- 
from ſelf among the trees, and ſtand there ſkulk- 


dein ing till ſomebody happens to come very near 
fro him, when he ruſhes out at once into the 
mol road, and ſometimes attacks them. This 


thej 
that 
have 
at the 
al be. 


animal likewiſe deſerves the appellation of 
herce and cruel, as it has been remarked, 
hat, not content with throwing down and 
ling the perſon whom he attacks, he 
tands over him afterwards, in order to 
anne'Wrample upon him with his hoofs and heels, 
; thelW the ſame time cruſhing him with his knees, 
wolWnd with his horns and tceth tearing to pieces 
ind mangling the whole body, and ſtripping 
ff the ſkin by licking it with his tongue. 
This, however, he does not do all at once, 
but at intervals, going away between whiles 
o ſome diſtance off. Notwithſtanding all 
his, the buffalo will bear to be hunted ; 
t ſomVhough ſometimes he will turn and hunt his 
t; anWurſuer, whoſe only dependence in that 
ppeaWale is upon the ſwiftneſs of his ſteed. The 
anCWureſt way to eſcape from him is to ride up 
ſome 


dark 
harſh, 


ye ars, 


of the 
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1775- ſome hill, as the great bulk of the buffalo; ; 
December body, like that of the elephant, proves aff } 
weight ſufficient to prevent him from being i 

able to vie with the ſlender and fine-limbed ; 

horſe in ſwiftneſs ; though, on the other hand y 

the buffalo, in going down hill, gets o p 

much faſter than the horſe; a fact to which jt 

J have more than once been an eye-witM «| 
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The buffalo is ſaid to be of a very hot n tl 

ture, by reaſon that, according to the mo cc 

authentic information I could procure, whe ha 

thoroughly warmed in hunting, he throw w. 

himſelf into the firſt water he meets, we ha 

ther it be freſh or ſalt, One thing is certain fo! 

and that is, that he frequently, and ſeem lip 

ingly with great pleaſure, wallows in th de 

mire ; and from this circumſtance it is ſp on 

poſed he could not, with any proſpect of ſu the 

ceſs, be tamed for the yoke, as when he , ap; 

weary and warm, he would throw himſe of 

Into the neareſt water, or be guilty of ſon ear: 

i others tricks. tho 

h . full 

1 Mr. HrMminc, the ſub-governor, ha to | 

during my reſidence at the Cape, ende ger 

voured to tame a buffalo; but it was ſal doy 

"4 that this animal was too wild, and at 1 loes 

* ſame time too ſtrong and ungovernable i take 

1 be confined by any yoke or harneſs whaß an 

© ever; or to be kept in order and ſubjectiq ther 

„ by the tame oxen, which were trained fqÞ and 

„ that purpoſe, and along with which he wi mal 
to be yoked. as 

thou 


On my return through Krakekamma of 


a bul 
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2 buffalo-calf, as tame as any of the ordi- _ 1775. 
nary calves with which it was grazing. It Pecember 
had been taken ſoon after it was brought 
into the world, having the navel-ſtring hang- 
ing to it ; but notwithſtanding 1ts being ſo 
young, it made great reſiſtance to the peo- 
ple who caught it. A fortnight afterwards 
it had already acquired ſo much ſtrength, 
that the owner of it, a ſtout luſty man, 
found it difficult to lead it along. In fact, 
it was ſomewhat taller, and much ſtouter 
than other calves of the ſame age. The 
colour of it was a very light brown, the 
hairs long and rough, and on the back lying in 
whirls ; in the nape of the neck theſe ſame 
| hairs inclined forwards, while thoſe on the 
forehead were turned backwards ; on the 
| lip, ſome of them were long and ſtiff; and in- 
deed, they were of a conſiderable length 
on the whole of the lower jaw, and under 
the belly. The forepart of this creature 
appeared to be low in proportion to the reſt 
of its body ; the head was large, and the 
ears long and pendant ; the legs ſhorter than 
thoſe of an ordinary calf ; and its aſpect 
ſulky and treacherous. The owner intended 
to preſent it to the governor for his mena- 
gerie. For my part, 1 do not in the leaſt 
doubt of the poſſibility of breaking buffa- 
loes for the yoke, provided the calves are 
taken very young, and are put to it at 
an early period, and for a long time toge- 
ther. By a properly adapted ſparing diet, 
and frequently milking the cows, theſe ani- 
mals might, after ſeveral generations, loſe 
as much of their fierceneſs as might be 
thought neceſſary, and yet retain ſo much of 
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1775. their native vigour as to be ſtronger than 
ember the common oxen. | 


n 


A VOYAGE TO THE 


It would be a curious 
experiment, to couple the male or female 
buffalo with a cornmon bull or cow. Moſt 
of the wild buffalo-calves that I have ſeen 
were, like the tame one I have juſt deſcrib. 
ed, of a light brown colour ; and the younger 


they were, the paler was the colour. I have. 


already obſerved, under the date of the gth 
of this month, with what ſtrength the buffalo 
preſſed into the midſt of the cloſeſt thickets; 
in this the beaſt is aſſiſted by the broad part 
of its horns, which, at the ſame time that 
it ſerves to pierce through the prickly buſhes, 
is of uſe in guarding and ſaving its eyes. 


The fleſh of the buffalo is coarſe and not 
very fat, but full of juice, and of a high 
and not diſagreeable flavour. The hide is 
thick and tough, and is in great requeſt 
with the farmers for thongs and harneſſes, 
Of it we made the only halters that can be 
depended upon for ſecuring our horſes and 
oxen; ſo that theſe beaſts cannot get looſe 
by ſnapping them aſunder, which they are 
otherwiſe apt to do, when the lions and 
wolves make their appearance in the neigh- 
bourhood. Every ſuch halter ſhould be a 
finger and a half in breadth, and about three 
yaras long, and are fold a good way up in the 
country for a quarter of a rixdollar apiece. 


The hide of the buffalo we had now ſhot, 
after it had been dreſſed in ſome ſort by my 
Hottentots, by being ſtretched out and ſalted 
a little, and afterwards half dried, ſerved to 
make a pair of new four-plaited traces for my 

waggon. 
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Where they are likely to prove mortal. 
des, being poſſeſſed of the degree of hard- 
dels requiſite, a ball ſhould be of a tolerable 
ze, in order to kill fo large an animal as the 
buffalo. 
this purpoſe, ſhould weigh two ounces and a 
JUuarter, 
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We obſerved, that the ball had hit 
he lower part of the neck and entered the 


Pongs, where, though it did not ſeem to have 
truck againſt any bone, and though it was 


Nlored with the uſual quantity of tin, it was 
yet found to be pretty much flattened. In 


iber buffaloes that we ſhot ſince, I have 
Pmetimes found the balls, though alloyed 
Pith tin, ſhivered into ſeveral pieces againſt 


Ihe bones, in the internal parts, or at leaſt, 
very much flattened. It is not, therefore, 


' orth while to ſet about ſhooting the buffalo 


Pith balls made of lead only, for they will 
F:1dom be able to penetrate into thoſe parts 
Be- 


The leaſt that ought to be uſed for 


| have ſpoken of the buffalo, as being an 
nimal hitherto unknown. So, in fact, I pre- 


lume to call it, as I am tho firſt that have 


ven a deſcription and drawing of it, which 
have done in the Swediſh Tranſactions, by 
he name of the bos Caffer. My readers will, 
perhaps, excuſe me for making ule, in a great 
eaſure, of the ſame words in both places, 


nd for being here more diffule and circum- 
lantial. 


In M. pz Burrow, Tom. XI. p. 416. Tab. 
1. we find the horns only engraved, as they 
ere brought from the Cape by the Abbe oe 
a CAILLE, 
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December gives us a few lines concerning a ſort of bu 
falo, which ſeems to anſwer this which I calf 
the bos Caffer. Mr. PENNANT, in the lai 
edition of his Synopfis of Quadrupeds, Vol. Il 
p. 29. ſpeaks likewiſe of this ſpecies q 


— 


buffalo. 


My Hottentots ſhewed ſo much diligem d 

and zeal both in cutting up and eating H 

beaſt, that the encouragement and ſtimulat [tol 

on, which is otherwiſe frequently neceſſary! wh 

ſet their ſluggiſh and heavy ſouls in motion not 

would on this occaſion have been quite ſupe bet 

fluous. They drove the waggon then up 

the place where the beaſt lay, and loaded D 

with the beſt and fatteſt part of the fleſh, Th hun 

raw hide, which was of conſiderable weig and 

5 and extent, was tied under the waggon til ſtra 
1 ſhould be wanted, and two remaining legst The 
4 marrow-bones were faſtened to each fidet 
We the body of the waggon. Notwithſt andi ber 
1 this, our Boſhies-men had each of them load em 
4 themſelves with a quantity of ſlips of fe the 
= | made up into bundles. Thus covered up with 
| al the eyes and ears in meat, we made a ſinguſ Sen, 
1 appearance, which might have given any HH butt 
5 vellers that had happened to paſs that wi they 
* the idea of a walking fleſn- market. As with 
5 proceeded on our journey, a ſwarm of oli they 
. carnivorous animals in a conſiderable numb eee 
" viz. eagles, falcons, and common hawilif©'<") 
1 were ſeen ſoon afterwards to occupy our pla _ 
i about the buffalo's remains; though we | fe 
Y none of them either in the trees or fyif eln 
1 about in the air, till we had got to the dilta ourſe 
#4 ratio! 


f - 
of a few gun-ſhors — the pot. eſpe. 
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bu We had ſcarcely got half an aur on our 1775. 


bei bad, before we ſaw a great number of quag- December 
1 10 as, with a huge fat Cape- ell and beſide 
2 F this, on the open plains, two male buffaloes 

jez Name within ſeventy paces of us. 


E r 


It was ſingular enough, that theſe latter 
did not ſeem to perceive either us or our 
waggon for a long while, till we made an in- 
© tolerable noiſe with laughing and talking; 
vhen at length they looked up at us, but ſtaid, 
notwithſtanding, a good while before they 
betook themſelves to flight, 
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My Hottentots, who ſaw I was fond of 
hunting of. different ſorts, the chaſe of flies 
and butterflies not excepted, thought it very 
ſtrange that I ſhould now neither ſhoot theſe 
animals myſelf, nor ſuffer them to do it. 
They, however, owned at length, that I was 
perfectly in the right, in conſequence of my 
reminding them, that they were covered up to 
the eyes in buffalo's fat; and that the fleſh 
with which they had already loaded the wag- 
gon, both inſide and out, would be quite 
putrid before they could eat it all up; that 
they ought not to put themſelves on a level 
with ſo voracious a beaſt as the wolf, of which 
they often expreſſed their hatred and abhor- 
rence, on account of its killing and woundin 
every thing it met with; and finally, that 
theſe buffaloes, if they were ſpared at preſent, 
and not ſcared away, might prove extremely 


- yi uſeful to ſomebody elſe ; perhaps, indeed, to 
Jiſtan ourſelves on our return home. This mode- 


ration acquired me afterwards a great deal of 
eeſpect from many of the coloniſts, as, with 
great 
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horſes, to diſcharge their pieces, but mount: 
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1775. great reaſon, they were very much diſcontentedMtots 
December yith the capricious conduct of ſeveral ſport. For 


men, who, merely for the pleaſure of fhoot kept 


ing, are guilty of waſting the treaſures d 
nature in the moſt unuſtifiable manner; an 
by unneceſſarily deſtroying the game, ſpoil 
their own ſport in future, as well as that of 
others. For when they now and then make 
little hunting excurſion (as they term it) the or a 
ſeldom or ever return from the purſuit. of! 
herd of game, before they have made a great 
havock among them, though the carcaſes ar 
afterwards left to rot on the ground. It 
true, at every ſhot they take they leap off thei 


Wbcoil 
WAS | 
Dawa 


ing again immediately, load their guns, at th 
ſame time that they are continuing the purſui 
of the gazels. In the mean time, I could n 
help picturing to my imagination, the pleaſur 
which, on the other hand, ſuch a ſhot as] 
had had that day, would have given me inth 


South Sea, when J might have treated myſeſ In 
and my famiſhed meſs-mates with ſome exWartic 
cellent high- flavoured roaſt beef of buffalo ive, 
fleſh. ave 
(ELM 

We took the oxen out of the waggon, andifets 
baited a conſiderable time at the river KeulWerſu 
kunni aati, which, in the Hottentot language ell! 
bears pretty nearly the ſignification of Let niWangu 
the ugly drink here, This river is by the coFore 
loniſts otherwiſe called Little Boſhies mau int 
river, Ir fre 
ho f 

The fleſh as well as the marrow of the bulſomn 
falo, was in itſelf very delicate; but both Mipic 


IMMELMAN and I could not help being dil 


guſte 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 77 


guſted with ĩt at times, as we ſaw the Hotten- 1775. 
tedlf Wrots eat ſo immoderately and greedily of it, Pecember 
"i For whole nights together the fleſh-kettle was 

kept boiling on the fire, and frequently they 
broiled ſome more of the fleſh between whiles. 

As ſoon as any one of the Hottentots was 
Ewake, he was immediately prepared to eat 
at a both boiled and roaſt. Sleeping or waking, 
kei P. one may ſay, they had always either meat 
the or a pipe in their mouths; and beſides, as 
of They found leiſure and opportunity, viz. the 
greufßg wo or three firſt days after we had ſhot any 
s an ; game, ſeveral of them were particularly care- 
It iH ul and diligent in ſkimming off the fat from 
thenWbe pot. Beſides, however aſſiduous they 
ount ere in beſmearing their bodies with it, yet ! 
at t vas always obliged to exert my authority as 
urſulWheir maſter, in order to make them put a 
d noffWWittle of it on my ſhoes and bridles, which 
aſurWv0uld otherwiſe have been cracked in pieces, 
t as r parched up by the drought of the weather. 
in th | 
myſeſß In their diſpoſitions my Hottentots were, 
ne ex{Warticularly in the evenings, merry and talka- 
ffalo ve, and that ſometimes in a high degree. I 
ave every reaſon to believe, that Mr. Iu- 
(ELMAN and I were not unfrequently the ſub- 
1, andſects of their gibes, jokes, and laughter. 
r KeultW'erfuaded as we were of this, it was jult as 
or uage Well for us that we did not underſtand the 
Let niWenguage ; eſpecially, as now we could not be 
the coWore hurt than if we imagined they abuſed 
man in thought only; and in that caſe, we were 
ir from being ſo ſqueamiſh as a certain officer, 
no firſt puniſhed a ſoldier for a fault he had 
he bulFſommitted, and afterwards, merely on the 
th MiÞpicion that he muit infallibly have had the 
g dil impudence 
guſte 


0 
"lf 
poilf 


1775. impudence to take it amiſs, ordered a certain 
December number of laſhes to be given him into the 
—— bargain. | 


A VOYAGE ro THz 


In the deſert in particular, a great deal of 
management was requiſite, in order to keep 
in with the Hottentots; ſo that theſe people 
who are very much inclined, on every littl 
whim that takes them, to run away, might 
not, in that place, deſert us. On the other hand, 
not to give room, by too much lenity, for an 
great degree of neglect and impudence, we 
were twice under the neceſſity of trying what 
effect blows would have upon them, and we 


found that they anſwered the purpoſe extemeh = 
well. Prudence, however, required, that the x : 


offender's crime, his remiſſneſs and negle&d 
duty, for inſtance, ſhould be repreſented, a 
being likewiſe a great offence againſt their 
own comrades, and puniſhed accordingly; 
who by this means, as well as by that d 
hemp, tobacco, and commendations propetl 
diſtributed, were prevented from taking th 
delinquent's part, Having learnt by exper: 
ence, that the Boſhies-men in our ſervic 
were extremely ſlothful and entirely indepet 
dent on me, as long as they had by them an 
tolerable quantity of hemp or tobacco (0 
ſmoking, I grew very ſparing in my treats 
giving out only enough for two or three pipe 
at a time, and none at all to ſuch as had ne 
glected their duty. In default of tobacco 0 
hemp, they uſed to ſmoke the dry bark e 
ſome trees, moſs, leaves, horſe-dung, or tii 
of the rhinoceros; to which they added, whe! 
they could get it, the ſtem of ſome old woode! 
pipe, ſtrongly impregnated with the —_ tl 
tobace 
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„ Ppbacco that had been ſmoked in it, cutting 
ee , into ſhreds, in order to meliorate, by the 
Pelicate flavour of the tobacco, that of the 
10 ſogredicnt above-mentioned, 
wn In thoſe places where we happened to ſtay 
P "i ſeveral days, ſome of the Boſhies-men in our 
: rain laid themſelves up night and day in per- 
'S 1 ect repoſe, without giving themſelves the leaſt 
ul trouble about any thing. therefore refuſed 


to give them the leaſt morſel of tobacco, till 
hey had procured me ſome curious and un- 
pommon inſect or ſnake. By this contrivance 
obtained a few rare articles; but for the moſt 
dart, their indolence was ſuch, they would 
ot give themſelves the leaſt trouble to look 
ter any thing of the kind, till they were, as 
hey termed it, very hungry for tobacco, 
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| q n Journey from Boſhies-mans-river to QuanntMaue 
i 4 | dacka. gon 
il Wead 
1 | A 
*M 1775. TEXT morning, being the 14th, at on 
5 | December o'clock, we proceeded on our journeWnoſt 
1 FHBoſbies-mans-river, which we had juſt quitt de 
i had no current; and though it is very deepiſfſhne | 
+442, ſeveral places, yet it was brackiſh and had{Wiccor 
| by ſalt taſte, and was ſaid to be always ſo in ſu aki 
3 mer. A little farther to the eaſt, we had n C 
- go through a vale covered with wood. rofe 
108 This vale is called Njez-bout-kloof, from the 
1 kind of tree which is ſaid to excite ſneezii io 
. | if it be rubbed and then ſmelled, We esp. 
mp not ſo fortunate as to find this tree, but froqWoug: 
„ the deſcription that was given me of it, He re 
. ſhould imagine it belonged to the order Moba 
g lomentace. A dried piece of this wood ti our 
was ſhewn to me, had almoſt entirely loſt Fr th 
property abovementioned, neither had it Hon, 
particular taſte. This tree is ſaid likewiſeWhlere, 
be found at Bruntjes-hoote, though very rate| 
Earl 
As it may be an uſeful piece of intelligengiF), we 
for future travellers, I muſt juſt mention hei mer: 
that ſomewhat more than half a mile to . a 
Von. 
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© left of the road, there is good water to be found 
in a vale called ” Kur-t'keija-t" kei-t' kaſibina, 
E whither by a road that went over two hills we 
ſent our oxen and horſes at noon to water while 
ve ſtopped to refreſh ourſeſves. In the evening 
ve arrived at Haſſagai=boſch. The other part of 
the road, together with the adjacent country, 
was full of ſteep hills; ſo that we were fre- 
Nuently obliged to lock the wheels of the wag- 
Won, and at the ſame time to diſmount, and 
5 Jed our horſes over the precipices. 


Mint. 


As his day, in my abſence, an honour was 
Fonſerred upon me at Up/al, far exceeding my 
Joſt ſanguine expectations, viz. the degree 


at fl 


urneſ 
bitte f doctor in phyſic, an honour heightened by 
leepi e flattering proclamation by which it was 
had ccompanied, I muſt take this opportunity of 


aking my grateful acknowledgments for it, to 
I CHARLES LIN NE, and the then promoter, 
rotefſor J. StDREN, who at that time com- 
oled the whole faculty of medicine, and who 
ly their kind recommendations obtained per- 
ſion of the moſt illuſtrious chancellor for 
s purpoſe, This inſtance of a Swede being, 
ough afar off in a diſtant deſert, preſent to 


n {un 


had 


from 
eeziq 
Ve ve 
ut fro 


of it, Wc remembrance of his countrymen, will, 

order Nobably, be no ſmall encouragement to ſuch 
od i our compatriots, as may in future travel 
loſt r the promotion of ſcience ; for which 
d it aelon, I thought proper to make mention of 
- ewile Wicre, 

y rate! 


Early the next morning, being the x5th 
ligen, we quitted Hafſagai-bo/eb, which in itſelf 
on he merely a little inſignificant grove, and 


e to * its name from a kind of tree to be 
Vor. II. G found 
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found here, as well as in many other parts of 

In the vale below the water i; 
tolerably good, though very ſcarce and ſtag. 
nating. The diftrict round about, was «MM 


the kind called Sour. At noon we arrived 
at Nieuw Jaars-drift, where the thermomet : 
ſtood at 80 in the hade. The water her ! 
was likewife good, and in fome places ven r 
deep. The adjacent country had a delight 
ful appearance, being adorned with great 
numbers of the mimoſa nilotica; a tree 
have had occaſion frequently to mention Mot 
fore, and upon which we at this time caugi ſe 
a great many curious inſets, My felloy di 
traveller, while he was running with his llg"o 
after a butterfly, was very near falling ino the 
pit, in which a ſharp pole was ſtuck uprig 
and in that caſe, in all probability, wo up 
have ſhared the ſame fate as our inſects, itt 
being himſelf ſpitted through the body. N 
pit-fall was, probably, made by ſome of! 
Caffres or Hottentots wandering about . 1 
parts, for the purpoſe of catching a very Mill 
ferent kind of game. Dn ac 
part] 
In the evening we came to KurekoikuM'orle 
?*Kurekei t'Ku. In our way thither, we fi orſe 
great number of buffaloes. Out of th co 


ſet out to hunt, on horſeback, a herd coe 
ing of ſeventy or eighty beaſts, old and bh ame 
together. As I took with me only 2s of 
piece loaded with a leaden ball, my = I'S ran 
was merely to get a bit of roaſt veal, We ſpc 
for the ſake of change, we longed for Hels 
much. But I was dilappointed in my i 

for the old ones made a circle round We 
calves, ſo as quite to ſhelter them from 16: 
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: of when I jumped off my horſe, in order to 1775. 
r 88 diſcharge my piece. Some of the oldeſt of December 
chem in particular, putting themſelves in a 

i poſture of defence, came forwards to meet 

« me; by which means, they gave the others 

an opportunity to get farther off; at laſt, 
however, I fired among the herd, when, i im- 
mediately on hearing the report of the gun, 

they all made a ful! ſtop, and ſtared at me. 

I. vas not at that time perfectly acquainted 

with the nature and danger of buffalo-hunting, 

E otherwiſe I ſhould ſcarcely have ventured to 

ſet about it in the confident manner I then 

did; but, very luckily for me, the ball did 

not hurt any of them ; otherwiſe, probably, 

the whole buffalo corps would have turned 

round and hunted me down the craggy hill, 
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it 
prigh up which I had juſt before purſued them cloſe 
cg; at their heels; in which caſe, I ſhould not fo 
 7T\ilcilily have got off. 


The hunters do not ſuppoſe it poſſible to 
kill the game ſitting on their horſes, partly 
dn account of the weight of their pieces, and 
partly from the motion occaſioned by their 
oiks orſes; but chiefly by reaſon, that both the 
we ia orſe and its rider are ſomewhat in a tremor, 
of then conſequence of the violent exerciſe they 


d cone juſt before undergone in purſuit of the 
and youll 3 while, on the other hand, by jump- 
ly a W's off his ſteed, and ſupporting his gun with 


Is ram-rad, in the manner before mentioned, 
ie ſportſman acquires a great degree of ſtea- 
lineſs and certainty in his aim. 


pre + 2s — 


We ſtaid at Kyrekoiky till the evening of 


he 16th, in order to waſh our linen ourſelves 
G 2 and 
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1775. and dry it in the ſun. We were, indeed, at 


in conſequence of his ſitting in the front ſeat, 
had ſtocked our waggon. We afterwards did 
not ſuffer the Hottentots to wear any other 
clothes than their own pellifſes, as in thee 
the vermin kept themſelves more quiet, and 
were more eaſily picked up by the Hottentots, 
in which caſe, (tne broiling part excepted,) 
they underwent the ſame fate as the priſoners 
of the Cannibals, Whether they did this 
however, for the ſake of gratifying their taſte 
or revenge, is a queſtion I willingly leave to 
be determined by the philoſopher, who, ſhut 
up in his chamber, explains every phæno- 
menon-in nature from certain accidental oe. 
currences. At leaſt, the Hottentots them- 
ſelves gave us no inſight into this matter; 
as, when we propounded this difficulty to 
them, they gave us no other anſwer than, 
So maar, Baas] This is our way, Maſier! 
In the mean time one may perceive from this 
that men who are once ſunk into a certain 
ſtate of filth, degradation and miſery, will 
not only be eaſily familiariſed with it, but like- 
wiſe, without the intervention of any other 
cauſe in particular, ſuffer themſelves to be 
more and more debalcd, 


The two Hottentots, however, which | 


had in my ſervice, ſeemed, by their deſite 
to 


December that time, very ſlenderly provided with tha 50 
article, as at our firſt ſetting out we had ae 
been too laviſh of this and our other apparel I 0 
to our Hottentots. Our chief inducement to by 
this act of liberality was, together with our . 8 
clothes, to get rid of a colony of diſguſtfy] 521 
animals, with which our driver in particular, = 
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a BY to earn and wear our European clothes, al- 
13 BY ready inclined to rife from the inactive and 
al debaſed condition into which they were 
rel plunged. It even flattered their ambition, 
to that in conſequence of the European dreſs 
ur we had given them, they might, perhaps, be 
ful taken for a kind of baſtards, and conſequently 
ar, Imight be ſuppoſed to have ſome European 
plood in their veins. They had, however, 
hot the leaſt notion of taking care of their 
clothes, but wore them even in the deſert as 
Yong as they would hang on their backs; and, 
ndeed, until, in order to prevent the ver- 
nin they were covered with from ſpreading 
Iny farther, we obliged them to throw them 
pway entirely. 


On the ſame day on which they arrived at 
pruntjes Hoogte, where they expected to meet 
th a number of ſmart girls of their own 


uo. Nation, they painted their noſes, their cheeks, 
* nd the middle of their foreheads, with ſoot. 
Ce * 


young Boſhies-man, the only young man 
mongſt all thoſe whom J engaged in my ſer- 
ce at Zondags-rivier, ſet off his perſon in 
e ſame manner. Excepting this, I could 
ot obſerve that they even took any pains to 
inuate themſelves into the good graces of 
e other ſex ; but am rather inclined to ſuſ- 
&, that the firſt advances in the way of 
burtſhip, moſtly, came from the woman's 
le, 


This day, while we were buſied in running 
er inſets, botanizing and waſhing, ſeveral 
our Hottentots went a hunting; and, in 
e courſe of their ſport, had come within 

fifty 
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fifty or ſixty paces of two lions, that wer, 


December lying on the ground, but they had the pru.M t 


dence not to fire at them. The lions, like. 


wiſe, as ſoon as they perceived the Hotren. 


tots, had ſtolen away as ſoftly as they. I 
height of the thermometer, at noon, was {; 
degrees. 


In the evening we took our departure, and 
in our way met with and hunted a conſider, 
ble number of buffaloes; one of them, which 
was wounded in the breaſt by a bail, eſcape 
from us though cloſely purſued ; but a fem 


which was ſhot in the cheek, quite through WM th 
large vein, fell at laſt, after having run vi 
ſome diſtance. | the 
tha 
This day my friend had an opportunity fy "a! 
ſeeing an amorous combat between two tige ber 
cats, and one of our Hottentots caught foi the 
oſtrich chicks alive, which we fed for ſe Hot 
ral days with ſucculent plants, till they H b 
in conſequence of the jolting of the wa On 
gon. bog 
gen 

it. 


That ſame evening we got to Hevy, 1 
there baited all night. It was merely er 
rocky vale, in which there were ſeveral it it 
of ſtagnating and brackiſh water. From bl 
flat ſummit of a mountain there dripped iſ . 
little freſh water, of which we could hard ©<11! 
collect a quantity ſufficient to quench our offfÞ oui 
thirſt. All the plants round about (exc "vat | 
the ſucculent ones) were dried up atio 
hay. 5 Plain; 
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| afternoon at 80 degrees. 


ve departed, and got before night to Quam- 
| medecka Well. | 
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On the 17th, at five in the morning, the 1775. 
thermometer was at 60, and at two in the December 


Towards evening 


This place is ſituated at the diſtance of two 


E hours (uurs) from that which we had juſt 
| quitted. A boggy pool of water, which at 


that time was partly dried up, from twenty 
to twenty-five feet acroſs, was the only water- 
ing-place to be found in a tract of country 
of conſiderable extent: upon which account 
this was ſo much the more reſorted to by 
wild beaſts, and ſmelt ſo ſtrong and rank of 


the buffaloes, rhinoceroſes, and other animals 


that wallowed in it, that, at the diſtance of ſeve- 
ral feet, our cattle, and particularly our horſes, 
perfectly ſnuddered at it. Their thirſt, never- 
theleſs, compelled them at laſt to ſip a little 
ok what was collected in the prints made 
by the feet of the larger kind of game. 
On a plot of ground a little higher than this 
bog, we diſcovered traces of a water-ſpring 
gently trickling down, and dug round about 
it. From hence we got, it is true, ſome wa- 
ter not quite ſo rank as the former, though 
it ſtill retained a perfectly muddy taſte, and 
a blue caſt, leaving on each fide of the linen, 
through which we ſtrained it, a deep and in- 
delible ſtain of mud. On this occaſion I 
could not help being ſtruck with the remark, 
that habit and the characteriſtic turn of any 
nation, will generally get the better of the 
plaineſt dictates of common ſenſe. My friend 
Mr. IMMELMAN pertinaciouſly followed the 


laudable Dutch cuſtom of thoroughly wiping 


the 
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the baſons or veſſels with a clean towel, Neri 
every time that water was fetched in them; Nur 
though at the ſame time they were perfectly 
clean, or at the moſt, perhaps, were ſtained 
with the hundredth part of a grain of ſugar, 
or elſe of coffee or tea-grounds ; and he waz 
now going to drink dirt out of them, I may 
ſay by the ounce. 


This evening a herd of about two thou. 
ſand /pring-boks coming to drink of the well 
by the ſide of which we had pitched our 
tents, made a halt at the diſtance of two 
hundred paces in order to take a view o MW V 
us; when | fired among them with a long Wy h 
gun, which was loaded with three ſmall balls. He 
And though one of theſe balls, as I after. Y 
wards found, hit a doe, and went quite g 
through her, ſo as to pierce her liver, dia-: Mis 
phragm, and one lobe of her lungs, ſhe yet Ha, 
ran ſome hundreds of paces, before ſhe be- 
gan to totter, juſt after which ſhe fell. She 
ſoon got up again, however, and ſkipped 
to the diſtance of one hundred and fifty 
paces farther, till ſhe was caught faſt in 
a thicket, where we overtook her and 
killed her. With a larger ball, in all probs 
bility, the ſpring-bok would not be found fo 
difficult to kill, eſpecially if it hit on of the 
greater blood- veſſels, 


This animal, which is called by the colo ver t 
niſts /pring-bok, a term in the Dutch lan. 
guage ſignifying the Jeaping or boundingWuttir 
goat, I have already made mention of in the 
Swediſh Tranſactions for 1780. The de 

| ſcription, 
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Ecription, however, of ſo remarkable a crea- 


ture, muſt not be omitted in this place. 


4 


This, if not the handſomeſt, is at leaſt 


pne of the handſomeſt, gazels in the whole 
Vorld; being, like the gazel kind in general, 
Wiſtinguiſhed by its beautiful fiery eye; ſo 
What in ſome parts of the eaſt, it is reckoned, 
Ind not unjuſtly, as the greateſt compliment 
What can be made to a handſome woman, to 


+ 


Fell her that ſhe has eyes like a gazel. Vid. 


Prop. Alpin. Hiſt. Egypt. (I. 232.) 


Moss (in Numbers, Chap. XIV.) ſeems 
by his Di/chon to have meant this animal, as 
he ſeventy interpreters tranſlate this word 
dy pygargus ; the ſignification of which (uro- 
Proium album, or white rump) beſt agrees with 
his ſpecies of gazel. PlIxY (VIII, 53.) 
makes mention likewiſe of a pygargus ; ſo 
loes JUVENAL (Sat. XI. ver. 138.) Accord- 
ng to my taſte, this was the handſomeſt gazel 
had ſeen in Africa, as, in fact, it was the 
oſt common; which latter I conclude from 
ne circumſtance of my having ſeen it in 
heſe places in much greater numbers, than 
| the other ſpecies put together. Hi- 
nerto, indeed, | had ſeen no more than one 
them in their wild ſtate, viz. on the 
lain near Boſhies-mans-rivier ; but between 
ie two Viſch-riviers, I have ſeen them ſpread 
ver the plains in herds of different magni- 
udes, as far as the eye could reach ; and 
putting together what I have obſerved in 
ne courſe of a day's journey on horſeback, 
itir numbers amounted to ſeveral thouſands. 
Lioſe that I ſhot among to-day, were col- 
lected 
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1775- lefted cloſe together into one herd, and 
December on hearing the report of my piece, directh ut 
: formed a line, at the ſame time making 2M in 
circular movement, as if they would fur. WM 


round us, but immediately afterwards fle ki 
off to a different ſide to that which they cam pl 
from, In the Bokke-Yelds, as they are called to 
theſe animals are found in great number, in 
and ſometimes at Roode-Zand. A great mui pe 
ny of this ſpecies are kept in the governo to 
menagerie, And yet, though as beautiful fo 
as it is common, there has not been hi inc 
therto any tolerable drawing given of tit thi 
animal; and much is ſtill wanting, to an. 
perfection of its hiſtory and deſcriptio wh 
On this occaſion I cannot help expreſſing nM nat 
aſtoniſhment, that the mammalia, or quadri 
peds, the chief branch of the principal king 
nt dom of nature, a branch, indeed, which com fro: 
"4 rehends man himſelf, ſhould be ſo litt (ey; 
_ 1 and nevertheleſs ſo little ſtudied H tc 
NM him. By the neglect of this ſtudy have inc 
HS ons, tigers, and other wild beaſts, at lea tha 
4 in Africa, without controul, committed then (ix 
1 ravages in the animal kingdom, Nay, the me: 


have, as we have already remarked, confine ſeve 


"3 man himſelf within certain limits, ſo ti baſe 
1 he even cannot help trembling for fear oF diſt 
4 them in his own habitation, one 


o oy 


As to this gazel in particular, it deſeru mor 
as indeed do all the works of the Creatoſ of + 
to be confidered with all the preciſion 2 five 
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78 minuteneſs of which the ſubject is capabiW inw 
= | that in it we may the better learn to knoſ com 
* and adore the great Maſter of the U each 
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OT 
and, It appears, indeed, that ſelf-love, which 1775. 
ech uſually has ſo great a ſway with us, ſhould n 
g 2 induce us to take this ſtep; for theſe gazels E 
lu-W ought, for the general advantage of man- 
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kind, to de made tame, and tended in the 
places where they now go to graze, expoſed 
to the ravages of lions, of which animals, 
in fact, they ſeem to be the peculiar pro- 
| perty ; and may be aptly termed according 
to the expreſſion of the Hottentots, their 
flocks of ſheep. In the mean while, it is 
incumbent upon me to give, previouſly to 
| this, a tolerably accurate deſcription of this 
animal, and communicate to the public 
what information ] have got concerning the 
nature of 1t and its manners. 


The height of it is two feet and a half ; 
from the tip of the noſe to the horns are 
ſeven inches; from the horns to the ears 
two; from the earsto the tail three feet three 
inches, the tail itſelf being ſomewhat leſs 
than a foot long; the length of the ears is 
fix inches and a half; that of the horns, 
meaſuring them along their curvatures, is 
ſeven inches; the thickneſs of them at the 
baſe is two inches three quarters ; and the 
diſtance of them from each other at that part 
one inch. After that they ſeparate, as is 
ſhewn in the figure (vide Vol. II. Plate V.) 
more and he; till at about three-fourths 
of their length they ſtand at the diſtance of 


ſerve 
reato! 


on lll five inches from each other, when they turn 
1pab'W inwards; ſo that the tips of them at laſt 
> kno come within ,three inches and a half of 

UF each other. This appears to me to be the 


molt general way, in which their horns 
are 
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1775. are bent. In the ſame animals of this king Nef 
cember in the governor's menagerie I obſerved, how. li 


ever, that they varied greatly, inſomuch that Dag, 
ſome of theſe creatures horns were bent for. n 
wards, like the naguer of Burron, Tom, Matt 
XII. Tab. XXXIV. In others again, they Mud 
were turned back. This it is the more ne. nal 


ou 


ceſſary to mention, as otherwiſe, by ſuch 
variations in the horns, zoologiſts might be 


induced to make ſeveral ſpecies out of one, T 
In like manner, I beg leave to remark e 
this occaſion, that in both ſexes of this ſpe- olo! 
cies of gazel, the horns are ſimilar both in If ty 
ſize and ſhape; as M. PaLLas, Spicil. Zool, th 
I. p. 10. miſled by Kamerzs, ſuppoſes the Pe 
female to have very ſhort horns, or none e 
at all. In fact, it is from a female that | he [a 
made the foregoing deſcription. This ſame des, 
female I got ſtuffed, and have it at preſent ind 
in the cabinet of the Royal Academy. In e fr 
anſwer to the query put in the Spicil. Zoolig e 
Faſcicul, XI. p. 15. I will juſt mention, that doe 
the Comte DE Burrox knew nothing at all WP"*"f 
of this gazel; and that the xb, horns, as de 0 
well as thoſe of the 7zeiran (vide Faſcicul. l.. h 
p. 10.) are, beſides. the poſition of them, Me 
too large ever to have belonged to this bene 
gazel. e ne 
ad, 

To conclude, the horns of this beautiful iſ te 
animal are of a deep black colour; and IM" © 
from the bottom of them to ſomewhat above .. 
the middle, are adorned with rings raiſed e fat 
above the ſurface. From hence they are * ſho 
quite ſmooth and plain, terminating in 4 8 
Marp point; which, as it was ſaid before, * 


are turned inwards. The rings here pore 
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dof are in number about fourteen, being raiſed 
line or two above the ſurface, and inclin- 
Pag, as it were, forwards and downwards. 
n the ſides, where the hords are ſomewhat 
Wattened, theſe rings are leſs obſervable ; 
and between each ring there is a number of 
mall longitudinal frig. There are no port 
&-riferi under the eyes of this animal. 


1nd 
OW. 
that 
for- 
om. 
they 

ne. 
ſuch 
t be 


one. The predominant colour in this animal is 


drown of various ſhades, or a light ruſt- 


. on ; 
Des olour, This ſame colour occupies a ſpace 
\ in iP! £0 inches in the forehead, juſt in the front 


bf the horns, and goes between them over the 
hape of the neck, and the whole neck itſelf, a 
barrow flip in the front of it only excepted ; in 
he ſame manner it extends over the back, the 
des, the outſide of the haunches, and the whole 


oloy, 

the 
none 
lat! 


_ ind leg; but makes only a narrow ſtripe in 
ne front of the fore leg. To the breadth of 
lo n inch or two, the poſterior moiety of the 
che ige of the back is white, which colour is 
* ontinued over and round the anus, the in- 
« a; Ne ſof the haunches, and the whole belly, 
. e bind part, inſide and outſide of the fore 
nem, s the cheſt, and the fore part of the ribs, 
this Nlence it proceeds in a narrow ſtripe all along 
e neck, extending over the remainder of the 
ad, except a dark-browu liſt on each fide, 
\tiful che breadth of an inch, which paſſes from 
and Ne corner of the mouth over the eyes to the 
bove ns. A ſtripe an inch and a half broad of 


aiſed Ne fame deep umber colour, extends from 
t ſhoulders to the haunches, forming thus a 


7 dundary between the ſnowy whiteneſs of the 
fore, lly, and ruſty colour of the ſides. The 


oken E likewiſe, which encompaſs the white part 
of 
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nk of the back and of the anus, are of a ſome. 
ecember 
way What darker brown than the reſt. 

The tail, at leaſt -at the lower part, is nf - 
thicker than a gooſe-quill, and underneath if 
is quite bare, being covered on the outfiq 
only with very ſhort hairs; excepting, in. 
deed, towards the tip, where there are a fey 
dark-brown hairs from one to two inches an 
a half long, which are diſpoſed in the manne 
exhibited 1n the figure. 


The ears are of an aſh-colour, in moſt plac 
covered with very ſhort hairs, and in ſong 
quite bare; ſeveral fine grey hairs, moreove, 
occupy the bores of the ears at the fore pu 
and the whole of their edges. On the inſi 
they are moſtly bare, The eye-brows, and 
few ſhort whiſkers with which this creature 
i furniſhed, are: black. The hairs in genen 
ny | are fine and denſe, the length of them beit 
BW: about half an inch, But the dark- bro 


F 0 ones, which border on the white on the hit per 
Fl part of the back, are from two to three, ¶ ove 
8 | three and a half inches long. Of about uM the 
| ſame length are the white hairs, which gr part 
neareſt the dark-brown ones juſt mentioned mer 

but the middle part of the white ſtripe co that 

fiſts of ſhort hairs like the reſt of the body. MW ef: 

The intention of the long brown hair 7 

for the moſt part, and in a great meaſure, ¶ mac 


cover the dazzling white part of the back i tim 

mentioned, the brightneſs and purity of whiff ben; 

ſeems by this means to be preſerved ; fo ti thei 

the animal, by the expanſion of this colo tim, 

to the breadth of fix, eight, or nine incheſ bell 
ma} 
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ome-WMl may, on certain occaſions, be able to made a 


more ſplendid appearance. 
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This expanſion particularly takes place 
when the animal takes a high leap, which it 
never fails to do when it is purſued, Without 
any other view than that of contemplating 
the peculiar property of the /pring-bok, I have 
frequently rode full ſpeed after whole herds of 
chem, when it was no leſs pleaſant than curi- 
ous, to ſee them jumping over each other's 
heads to the height of two yards, and, indeed, 
ſometimes much higher. Some of them 
would take three or four high leaps together 
in immediate ſucceſſion, but did not ſeem to 
get on a whit faſter than the others; which, 
in the mean while, kept on an even running 
pace, interſperſed now and then with a mo- 
derate leap or two. With their loftieſt 
bounds they made ſtill leſs progreſs. In this 
ſituation too they ſeemed to be ſuſpended, as 
it were, for ſome time in the air, in order, 
perhaps with a kind of oſtentation, to look 
over their ſhoulders at their purſuers ; and at 
the ſame time, by the expanſion of the white 
part of their backs to throw out a kind of 
menace, which, upon any other adverſary 


than man, may, perhaps, have the intended 
effect. 
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ody. 


hairs Ss The poſition of their bodies, when they 
ure, made the higheſt leaps, was various. Some- 
ack ju times we ſaw theſe animals with their backs 


F whic 
ſo th 
colo 


dent convex, their heads downwards, and all 
their four feet brought cloſe together. Some- 
: times their backs were hollow, ſo that their 
1nc'Þ bellies bulged out beneath; by which means 
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1775- the nape of their necks and their rumps were MW | 

December prought pretty near to each other, while the 
— — — fe . | Lan! 
fore feet and hind feet were ſo much the mot 


ſeparated for it. | 


When hunted, theſe animals ſuffer them. 
ſelves ſoon to be diſperſed, ſo that in a ſhon 
time I had not more than two or three of then 
to purſue. Otherwiſe, as ſoon as the who, 
flock had got to ſome diſtance they would al 
make a ſtand, and turn round to look at their 
purſuers. It is pretty nearly in this poſture 
that the animal is repreſented in the drawing 
hereto annexed, at the ſame time ſomewhat 
expanding the white hairs on its back and 
rump. 


To conclude, /pring-boks are extreme) 
ſwift of foot; ſo that it requires a good hork, 
and one that 1s by no means deficient in point 
of wind, in order to overtake them. In other 
reſpects they are not very ſhy, ſometimes al. 
lowing a ſportſman either on foot or on horſe. 
back to come within reach of them. Their 
fleſh is very palatable, and has a more juic 
and delicate taſte, though at the ſame time 
leſs flavour than that of other gazels, I wa 
informed, that in ſuch years as are attended 
with great drought, the /pring-boks repair 11 
incredible numbers to the touthwards, making 
towards the colonies at the Cape, and keeping 
ſtraight forwards on their road till they are 
ſtopped by the ſca, when they turn back to go 
home by the ſame way as they came, and 
moſt commonly with ſeveral lions at theilt 
heels. 
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ere I Mr. PsNNawnT calls this animal the white 1775. 


the 
wre an ilope pygargus. The Syſtema Nature men- 
lrions an animal by the name of capra cervi- 
Lapra; and it might be ſuppoſed, that the 


em-Wring-bok was meant by it, as a drawing by 
non r. Hovsrox is referred to, in ſome meaſure 
hem Wnſwering to it; but other circumſtances ſeem 
nol o claſh with this idea, particularly the figure 


d al 
their 
{ture 
Wing 
what 
| And 


n Doo ART; which, however, is referred to 
s being a good one, not bearing the leaſt re- 
emblance to this creature. The name of 
ervi capra, moreover, as denoting an inter- 
mediate genus between the deer and the goat, 
applicable to the whole race of gazels or 
atilopes. 


meh 
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After we had ſhot the /pring-bokt, we were 
bliged to ſtay at ſo miſerable a watering: place 
this Duammedacka five nights longer, as the 
other o-norned rhinoceros (rbinoceros bicornts) was 
es ad to have its principal reſidence in theſe 
horle-WW.::s. The longing defire I had to ſhoot this 
Then markable animal was ſo much the greater, 
quid the leſs to be wondred at, as it had hi- 
time ggerto been only known to naturaliſts by the 
I v3 ble horns, which at various times had 
enden brought into Europe, and preſerved in 
all ferent cabinets. 

jaking 
Pio Korg E, indeed, pretends to have ſeen, the 
ey Acres bicornis; but as, beſides giving a 
to 3 bulous account of it, he has, in the drawing 
„ ane has given of it, repreſented the tail almoſt 
thei buſhy as that of a ſquirrel, it is certain, 
this author, on this as well as many other 
aſions, 18 merely the echo of Certain 
II. H ignorant 


Mr, 
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Lantilope. M. PaLLas gives it the name of the December 
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1775. ignorant inhabitants of the Cape, whoſe rei; 
December lations cannot be depended upon. I was fff , 
moch the more deſirous to anatomiſe the tun 

horned rhinoceros, as the inveſtigation of th 
internal parts of the one-horned animal hat 
been entirely neglected, though this creatun 
had been more than once brought to Portupd 
France, and England, and had been key 
there alive for ſome time; and upon th 
whole, has been tolerably well drawn and d 
ſcribed, particularly by Dr. PaRsoxs, in th 
Philoſophical Tranſactions. The reader m 
fee, likewiſe, on this ſubject, an extract of m 
Journal, in the Swediſh Tranſactions, for 177 


in 
P- 307. with a figure of the rhinoceros. Willi ; 
what ſucceſs my wiſhes were crowned, I ſhi. 
now proceed to relate. em 
| one 
On the 18th day at feven in the mornin; 
the thermometer ſtood at 60 degrees; at tir the 
in the afternoon it had riſen to 84, This 
J had a good opportunity of ſhooting ſe f Abo 
rare and uncommon fmall birds, which Were x 
this arid diſtrict, where water was ſo ſcarouoh 
were obliged to come hither in the hot nere 
part of the day, and venture their lives foe birc 
few drops of water, which they were in vWnaty; 
of, as well for themſelves as for the youly mu 
brood they had left in their neſts. Tho forme 


they could not but be frightened away by ns ro. 
gun, and indeed ſome of them were wound dar: 

by the ſhot, and at the ſame time they colic leg 
but too well ſee their deſtroyer, yet they call this 
8 again, hopping by little and little down to 
= water-lide, in order to dip their bills into 
; with all haſte, for the ſake of quenching ti 
intolerable thirſt ; ſeeming all the while n 

a ceaſelels chirping to lament their danger 

| ſituati 
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tuation, at the ſame time to upbraid me with 
yy cruelty. This ſpectacle, affecting as it 
vas of itſelf, ought at this time to have made 
& {til] greater impreſſion upon me, as, on ac- 
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irſt almoſt equal to theirs. Yet, thought 
to myſelf, on the other hand, what a mere 
ile are a few birds compared with the po- 


geſire of dominion, my betters make no con- 


th, in the higheſt degree!“ and thus went 
inventing many ſpecious arguments, which 
pſt ſeveral more birds their lives; and all 
is, merely with a view of finding among 
em ſome one that was rare and curious. So 
one are men to commit acts of cruelty and 
Jranny, and at the ſame time to find excuſes 
r their conduct. 


rnit 
at tun 
his W 


ſever About the middle of the following night we 
hich Were awaked by the roaring of a lion, which 
_ ſcarMought to our recollection, that we might be 
hoi mere a trifle for theſe ravenous beaſts, as 


res fl 
in Wal 
e you 


birds I have juſt mentioned are in the eyes 
naturaliſts. Our oxen and horſes appeared 
much more diſquieted than they were on 
T hovWformer- occaſion, when they heard ſeveral 
y by as roaring at once; neither did our dogs 
wound dare to bark, but with their tails between 
ey coir legs crept cloſe to the Hottentots; who 
ey ci this occaſion were very active in keeping 

n to good blaze, as they took it for granted, 
s 1000 a lion at that juncture was reconnoitring 
ing Mat no great diſtance, and probably would 
hile VF leave the place without paying us a viſit. 
anger H 2 As 


ount of the heat of the weather and the 
Sadneſs of the water I had to drink, I felt a 


Dulous fortified towns, which, merely from a 


ence of afflicting with hunger and thirſt 
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1775. As they likewiſe believed that the eyes of the Went 
December ion could be deſcried at a pretty good dif. Nat. 


tance in the dark, they looked for them very 
attentively, in order that they might be able WM © 
to diſcover from which ſide they had to ex. 
pect the wild beaſt, and prepare themſelye 
accordingly to receive it. 


Wt 

Mr. IMMELMAN's ſituation and mine, which en 
this gentleman, determined by motives e 
convenience, rather than of prudence, ha" 
choſen the evening before, was extremely ci. olo! 
tical, We had quitted the waggon, as being, eval 
Juſt at that time, too hot and too ſultry a ph 
to ſleep in; and made our beds on the othe nd 

| fide of the very ſame buſh, near which t8F'*<< 
Hottentots had encamped themſelves roui e 
about a large fire. We had alſo till this i 
ſtant ſlept there cloſe by the fide of eat all 
other, and of our fire-arms; but notwit{* © 
ſtanding the danger there was to be app de 
hended from ſcorpions and ſerpents, and He 
inconvenience of lying on a plot of grounl le g 
which was uneven and full of ſtumps of tre me 
we now found it more adviſeable to creg and b 
cloſe into the buſh, and keep our guns read (the | 
in our laps; for to go at this time from hen ough 


to the waggon would have been extreme 
dangerous, and to puſh in among the Ho d of ; 
tentots near the fire would have had a co Sth, 
ardly appearance, and, in fact, would hal ber, 
been, without a metaphor, a dirty piece ah, 
buſineſs. During all this the lion, accord! 


to all appearance, had that night drank out On a 
the well, which was hardly a ſtone's thro oo 
| natic 


from us; though it was either not hung 
enou! 


m7 N 4 
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(enough, or elſe had not ſufficient courage to 


dog1 


Ji. attack us. 


On the 19th the thermometer was at 60 
Kegrees, and the ſame day at twelve o'clock it 
Fole to 84, and at three in the afternoon to 
Yi, being hung under the tilt of the waggon. 
found about this ſpot a kind of purſlain, 
Womewhat tougher than the common culti- 
Wated fort, and having very ſmall leaves one 
pr two inches long, and thoſe of a light green 
Colour, (Foliis linearibus, marginib. ad rachid, 
F-vo/utts, caule herbaceo, ſuperius, ſubqua- 
rangl. ) As I had brought with me a pint 
nd a half of vinegar, in caſe of our being 
eized with an inflammation of the brain, 
roceeding from our heads being ſtruck by 
be perpendicular rays of the ſun, I put a 
all quantity of it, together with a little ſu- 
ar, to the herb above- mentioned, in order 
d treat. myſelf with a little fallad, which, 
owever, was tough enough, and ate almoſt 
ke graſs. One of my Boſhies-men, who 
me prepare this diſh, gave me to under- 
and by ſigns, that I began at the wrong end 
the plant, and dug up the root of it, which, 
ough I ate it raw, was better taſted than the 


| * anc itſelf; being nearly ſhaped like a carrot, 
reme | | 
e Ho dof a white colour, a palm and a half in 


agth, and an inch and a half in diameter, 


. A Mformis, albid. ſeſquipalm, diametro ſeſqui- 
JIece ( dali.) | 
cordll 


On another occaſion I learned from this 


nation, was very communicative, that the 
vt of the da-?'kai, (p. 29. of this Volume) 
x a ſhrub 


enobg 


4 
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ottentot, who, contrary to the cuſtom of 
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which might be {ucked or otherwiſe ſeparate 


valve upon this ditcovery, as ſome event 


property in the country itſelf, were as y 
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4 ſhrub of the meſembryanthemum kind pretty 
common here, eaten raw, was, in fact, ven 
well-taſted, yielding a ſweetiſh ſubſtance 


from the more woody and fibrous parts in 
which it was contained. I ſet the great 


might eaſily happen, which might make | 
neceſſary for vs to have recourſe to this plan, 
in order to keep us from ſtarving. The. 
frican coloniſts, who are not near ſo forwar 
to inveſtigate the virtues of the plants of thi 
country as by encroachments to increaſe the! 


ignorant of the uſe of this root; neither wet 
the Hottentots, who followed me from Zwi 
lendam acquainted with it; and the Boſh 
men themſelves were at this time too idlet 
dig for the root, when they could go! 
themſelves, as it were, with fleſh, 


The Hottentot who was our beſt ſhot, | 
turned out this morning before dawn to g 
hunting, together with two of the others; d 
of whom was conſtantly his armour-bearer,i 
order that he himſelf, being diſengaged fri 
the incumbrance of his arms, might have 
ſteadier hand, and be more at liberty, wht 


he found it requiſite, to creep on all fü lo 
and diſcharge his piece, or elle in caſes (1nd 
danger to make a precipitate retreat from! 

vengeance of the enraged animal. At tim}, On 
likewiſe, he often ſent the man who carne; 
his arms to reconnoitre the beaſt, and foll hinoe 
its traces. of our 


The three Hottentots I mentioned as H Ia © 
ing gone out in the morning, came bach “e 
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ety be evening, and ſet themſelves down quite 775. 
ven pent by the well to cool themſelves. I aſked December 
them ſeveral times, if they had ſhot any thing? — 
to which after ſome time they anſwered, * to 
be ſure there was a great ſcarcity of game in 

| theſe parts; and at length gave me indi- 

Irectly to underſtand, that they had ſhot two 
rhinoceroſes. I mention this trifling inci- 


ance, 
rated 
ts 11 
rear 
vent, 


ike | 


pla, dent in ſo circumſtantial a manner, as it af- 
he fords an inſtance of that ſpecies of reſerve 
ryW&pcculiar to the Hottentot nation, which ſe- 
of veral coloniſts had told me of, and I myſelf 
e we bare likewiſe experienced. When, for in- 


Iſtance, any thing remarkable happens, a 


as \ 
Hottentot endeavours to avoid, if he can, 


a we . . . 

Zul ventioning it for ſome days; and when at 
oſnief length he does ſpeak of it, it is with a kind 
idle of circumlocution, or, as the coloniſts call it, 


with a draij, a ſort of twiſt or winding. And 
indeed, for the moſt part, the Hottentot 
comes out with his intelligence ſo late, that 
altead of being of any uſe, it ſerves only to 
ex one. In the mean time, however, I was 
xtremely well pleaſed with the news of the 
mMinoceroſes being ſhot; and only wiſhed that 


Wl!) 


,ot, u 


to 0 


ers; 0 


earer,! 

ed (rol Hottentors had been ſo kind as to have 
c hard me in time, that I might have gone 
y, Ack with them and ſeen the animals alive. 
all f lowever, I have had an opportunity of this 
caſes ind ſeveral times ſince, 

from! 

At tim On the 20th, betimes in the morning, Mr. 
o cat AurLMAN and I rode to the ſpot where the 


hinoceroſes lay, and were attended by four 


d foll 
ff our Hottentots. 


la our road we ſaw a great many guaggas and 
artbeeſts, and at the ſame time chaſed a wwood- 
ſwine, 


£ as h 
>» back 
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1775. ſwine, but chiefly ſpent our time in reconnoi. Nes 
December tring a herd of elk-antilopes (antilope oryx, to 
Vol. II. Plate I.) ſo that we did not arrive 

at the ſpot where the rhinoceroles lay till ten 
o'clock. | 


It was about the fame time the day be. ol 
fore that theſe beaſts were killed, each 
them with one fingle ſhot, which pene. 
trated into the very middle of their lung 
They lay at the diſtance of about a mil 
from each other, both of them being pro 
ſtrate on their belly and knees,” with thei 
hind legs brought forwards, and ſupporting 
their bodies on each ſide. The firſt thing is. 
did was to draw and take the dimenſions dy 
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4 the leſſer of theſe animals in this poſition ac 
1 which I afterwards, from ſeveral others thi 
. I had an opportunity of ſeeing alive, alten C: 
4 to the attitude of walking. half 
wn. | | nic 
H ; In order the more readily to form an id ere 
$ of the ſhape of this animal, and the mutuii Not 
Ki proportion of its parts, the reader may tue 
. to the figure annexed in Plate III. Vol. Her 
fb To this purpoſe he muſt repreſent to him a 
$ the leſſer of theſe beaſts, eleven feet and her. 
half long, ſeven feet high, and twelve feet i oſt 
the girt. And when beſides this he conan“ 
ders, that, with reſpect to ſize, it ranks 1 
mong four- footed animals the third from ti Th 
elephant; and, excepting the horns, has beet or 
hitherto abſolutely unknown, with other ci'libl) 
cumitances which will eaſily occur to his rtoi. 
flection, he will, perhaps, in ſome meaſure - 
UNK 1 


be able to conceive, what a feaſt the ſight an 
examinatio 
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examination of this creature, muſt have been 


to a naturaliſt, 


1Nn01- 
oryx 
irrive 


IU ten The circumſtance which firſt and chiefly 


excited my atention was, that in the hide of 
this beaſt there was none of thoſe plaits and 
Folds, which we find in the deſcriptions and 
figures publiſhed of the rhinoceros bicornis, and 
which give it the appearance of being cover- 
led with a harneſs, It was only on the hide of 
the leſſer of theſe animals that we could ob- 
ſerve a ſmall fold or plait, and that merely at 
the nape of the neck; but this ſeemed to pro- 
ceed from the poſition that we found it in, 
iz, with the head leaning againſt the ground, 
by which means it was carried ſomewhat 
backwards, 


y be. 
ch o 
pere. 
Lungs 
; Mile 
p. 
theit 
orting 
hing! 
ons d 
(ation, 
rs tht 


Aten Conſidering it in other reſpects, the hide was 


alf an inch thick on the back, but ſomewhat 
hicker on the fides, though leſs compact 
here, The ſurface of it was ſcabrous and 
Knotty, and not much differing from that of 
he elephant, but of a cloſer texture; and 
hen it is dry, extremely hard. It was of 
himſelen aſh-colour, excepting about the groin, 
and here the ſkin is not near fo thick, but is al- 
feet inW"olt quite ſmooth, and of the colour of a 
conb an's fleſh. 


inks! 
om t The muzzle or noſe converges to a point, 


n iddei 
Nutull 
iy tun 


Ol. I 


as beet only above and beneath, but likewiſe very 
ler citHiſibly on the ſides, nearly as it does in the 
his eortoiſe. The upper lip is ſomewhat longer 
\eaſurſW'an the lower. The eyes are ſmall, and 
zht an unk 1n the head, 

fnatic 
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the Hottentots and the coloniſts, that t 
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Though the horns have been diffuſely de. d 

December ſcribed by others, yet, in order that the real, 
"er may form a juit and adequate idea ee 
them, it is requiſite in this place to ma an 
various additions to the deſcriptions alrea th. 


given. They are of the ſame ſhape, and u wb 
ſome meaſure of the ſame ſize in both ſexe; ho 
yet it appeared to me, that the ſize of ther 
was not always proportioned to the boq; 
Neither, indeed, is there any conſtant pn. 
portion obſervable between the foremoſt hon 
and the hindmoſt, though the foremoſt is d. 
ways the larger of the two. 


The hindmoſt, eſpecially in the older a 
mals, is moſt commonly obſerved to be wan 
away in different parts, which is never tit 
caſe in the foremoſt and larger one. Thi 
in ſome meaſure, confirms the aſſertion q 


rhinoceros makes uſe of the ſhorter one on} 
for the digging up of the various roots, whid 
are ſaid to compoſe great part of its food 
it being endued with the power of turn 
the larger horn at that time, on one fide 0 
of the way. I was even informed, that | 
the live rhinoceros the horns were ſo mobil 
and looſe, that when the animal walks ca 
leſsly along, one may ſee its horns wag 
about, and hear them claſh and clatter again 
each other. What ſeems to add farther con 


firmation to this account, concerning ill W 
truth of which, however, I am not withouture, 
my doubts in many reſpects, is an excavatilhory 
or cavity in the baſe of the horns ; particvlaWhe 1; 
ly that of the foremoſt, which, like a glenoWof th 
cavity, by means of certain W of th 
adapteſf 
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| adapted to, and incloſrs a round protuberance 1775. 
of the ſcull. It was with great difficulty that December 
we cut the horns away from it through the 

news and cartilages, by means of which 

they were attached to the cranium, and of 

which the remains are ſtill to be ſeen on the 

horns I have brought home with me. Had 


y de. 
read. 
ea 0 
make 
read 
and i 
ſexe 


then previouſly had the leaſt hint of the horns 
boch being moveable, I ſhould certainly not have 
pt omitted to inveſtigate the degree of force 
{ hon with which the muſcles and tendons, intended 


is bor the ſtrengthening of the joint, and keep- 


ing the horn ſteady and ered, were capable 
of acting. Of the elder of the rhinoceroſes 
which we had juſt ſhot, and whofe harns 1 


have preſerved in the cabinet of the Royal 


er All 
e Walt 


er U Academy, the hindmoſt horn 4s very evident» 

Tg much worn away. I have likewiſe found 
on te ſame appearance on another rhinoperos- 
jat born, which was put up for ſale at the Cape. 


ne oi hut in the younger animal, which I dutect- 
wWhaged, and which 1 particularly allude to in che 

food preſent deſcription, no marks of this kind 
urn vere obſervable. The ſhape of the rhinoce- 
ide 0Wros-horns are univerſally conical, with the 
that N iips inclined ſomewhat backwards, as is ſhewn 


mobiſſſ in the annexed plate; and may be ſeen ſtill 


s ca more diſtinctly in a figure given by Mr. 
wage kein, which repreſents a pair of rhinoceros- 
agailWhorns of the natural fize. 


er con 
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With reſpect to their ſubſtance and tex- 
ture, theſe horns ſeem to confiſt of parallel 
borny fibres, the extreme points of which on 
the lower half, eſpecially on the poſterior part 
of the foremoſt horn, and on the greater part 
of the hindmoſt, project in many places; ſo 

| e that 
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1775. that the ſurface in thoſe parts is full of ine. 
ecember qualities, and in ſome places feels as rough a 
. a bruſh, The upper part of the horns i 

ſmooth and plain, like thoſe of oxen. 


The anterior horn belonging to the leſſe 
of the rhinoceroſes that we had ſhot, was: 
foot in length, and five inches over at the 
baſe. On the larger of theſe animals thi 
horn was halt as long again, and ſeven inches 
in diameter meaſured at the ſame part. Thi 
rhinoceros, however, did not exceed the 
other in bulk, in proportion to the ſize « 
its horns. Indeed, in the cabinet of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences, there is preſery: 
ed a pair of horns belonging to the rhinocem 
bicornis, the foremoſt of which is twenty-tw 
inches in length, and the hindmoſt ſixteen 
The diſtance between theſe horns is ſcarcely 
two inches. They differ likewiſe from the 
horns I ſaw in Africa, and from thoſe | 
brought with me, in being of a lighter co 
lour and ſtraight, and at the ſame time flat 
on the ſides; ſo that the hindmoſt horn pat 
ticularly, has pretty ſharp edges on the uppet 
part, both before and behind. Theſe horn 
molt probably came from the northern part 
of Africa, as they were purchaſed at Naple 
by Baron EManveL DE GEER during his tri 
vels, and were by him ſent to his father, the 
late Marſhal pz Gets, as an additional or- 
nament to his noble muſeum, together with 
which they were preſented by the Von 
illuſtrious widow to the Royal Academy 0 
Sciences. 
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This animal may be ſaid to be totally deſ- 
titute of hair, though there are a few ſcat- 
kered dark briſtly hairs about an inch long on 
he edges of the ears, with a very few between 
ad round about the horns. This is likewiſe 
ne caſe at the tip of the tail. This is about 
In inch thick, diminiſhing by degrees from 
ſhe root to the tip, which is ſomewhat enlarg- 
d in the fore part, and particularly in the 
Pack part, and at the Tame time rounded off, 


ne edges produced by this conformation, 
hat there are to be ſeen ſome ſtrong ſtiff hairs 
Wn inch, or an inch and a half in length. 
Buch of them as ſtand towards this creature's 


0c" ird and rough body, are viſibly worn down 
Yd ſtunted, 

cteen 

urcel i The feet, as may be ſeen in the figure, are 
n ti: much wider than the legs. In the fore 
= arts they are furniſhed each with three 
er C0- 


oofs, which do not project very much, and 


e fut which the middlemolt is the largeſt and 


1 pak: WWnoſt circular. The ſoles of the feet, like 
UPP" Whoſe of the elephant, are covered with a 
nor Wicker and more callous ſkin than the other 
| PV" Warts; and are, if we except the edges, 
N aples which are compoſed of the hoofs) together 
is 0 ith a fiſſure in the heel, ſomewhat of a cir- 
er, te ular form. | 
al or- 

7 with I choſe the lefler of the rhinoceroſes for the 
zrſhal's 


urpoſe of making the diſſection, as well as 


my 0 deſcription and drawing of this animal. I 


ile to ſtir the carcaſe, when, with a view to 
get ac it with greater convenience, I endea- 
youred 


Thi 


109 


1775. 
December 


— — 


Put is flattened at the ſides. It is directly on 


ind my people, mak ing five in all, were not 


10 A VOYAGE TO THE 
r775. vouret to lay it on its back. This, however, 
December proceeded in a great meaſure from the las. 

neſs. of my Hottentots, and their backward. 
neſs to aſſiſt me. In the poſition, therefore, 
in which this unwieldy creature lay, we cut 
up its left fide, and took a large flip from of 
its thick hide. This could not be effedel o 
without a great deal of trouble, and repea- 
edly whetting our knives afreſh. 


Though the animal had lain above twenty 
four hours, and an ecchymoſis was formel 
about the wound, yet the fleſh had hithery 
been preſerved: from putrefaction by the 
thickneſs of the hide. A piece of this fich 
we broiled immediately, which taſted: a goot 
deal like pork, but in my opinion was much 
coarſer, In the mean while, we cut througi 
the ribs with an axe, and what with hacking 
and tearing together, we at laſt contrived ee 
empty the cavity of the abdomen. I mat 
drawings and deſcriptions of theſe parts, aui 
took the dimenſions of them as ſpeedily ett 
poſlible ; after which we took out the dier 
aphragm, and a naked Hottentot crept into widt 
the careaſe, in order to take out the lung bor 
and heart. | 


As the animal had received its death-woun ct 
by a ſhot in the large blood-veſfels of tht 
lungs, theſe parts were already affected wit 


ſome degree of putridity. The lungs, live! Th 


and milt had not been long expoſed to the te 
open air, before they began to ſwell and &- but ff 
ferueſce· The violent heat of the ſun at nom M 
the great drought, and the ſtench of the car- * 


caſe, rendered this operation in a ſhort time 
extreme 
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extremely dangerous as well as diſguſting. 


eve 
a In the mean while, I made the following ob- 


lazi 


efore, : ; ] "PIE 
e cut The viſcera of the rhinoceros bicornis, in 
m of MWny opinion, moſt reſemble thoſe of a horſe. 


Po that this animal, notwithſtanding its being 

Worniſhed with horns, by no means belongs 

o the ruminating tribe, but rather to the 
laſs of thoſe whoſe fat is of a ſoft nature like 

ent · Yard, and not hard like tallow. 

7 The ſtomach does not bear the leaſt re- 

y the enblance to that of a horſe, but rather to 


Feed 
peat 


geh hat of a man or a hog, It was four feet. in 
got ength, (as I have lately found in my notes, 
mud ince 1 gave the deſcription of this animal 
rouge n the Swediſh Tranſactions) and two feet in 
clin Wliameter; and to this viſcus was annexed an 
ved 9 Mnteſtinal tube of twenty-eight feet long, and 
mad inches in diameter. This 1nteſtinal canal 
, alas terminated three feet and a half from the 
iy bottom by a large cœcum, if I may fo call a 


llcus, which at its upper end was the ſame 
yidth as the ſtomach, viz. two feet, and 
ove twice the length; that is eight feet and 
half, lying on the ſpine of the back, and at- 
iched to it at both ends, after which it is con- 
„ound racted into a rectum fix inches in width, and 
of the foot and a half in length. — 

d with 
„ hve 
to the 
ind el. 


T 


1e di- 
t into 
lung 


The kidnies were a foot and a half in dia- 
eter, and the milt ſcarcely a foot broad, 
but full four feet long. The heart was a foot 
nd a half in length, and the breadth not 
ie ca-: Huch leſs. The right lobe of the lungs had 
- time a inciſion in it, but was in other reſpects 
-emelj | undivided 
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maſticated, ſome of which were found as bi! 
as the end of a man's finger. This creatur 
as it appeared, had likewiſe eaten a ges 
quantity of ſucculent plants, among which! 
thought I recognized two or three that wer 
harſh and prickly. The whole of this mal 
diffuſed around a very ſtrong and not dil 
greeable aromatic odour, which in a ges 
meaſure took off the ſtench which aroſe from 
the putrid viſcera, Might it not be ſome pt 
culiar herb, or, perhaps, the root only of al 
herb, with which I was entirely unacquaint 
ed, which produced the greateſt part of tit 


aromatic flavour? In the excrements of thi 


5 
24 
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9p 1775. undivided and entire, being two feet int: 
+2 ecember Jength. The left was ſubdivided into tut 
1 lobes, the ſmaller of which was next the bak Mi: 
oy of the heart. The liver, when meaſured fron e 
. right to left, was found to be three feet andMiſt 
* a half in breadth ; but in depth, or meaſuring! 
a | from above downwards, as it hangs in theſa 
. animal when this latter is in a ſtanding pos 
"7% tion, two feet and a half. It conſiſted oP"! 
13 three larger perfectly diſtinct globes, alm 
41 equal in ſize, and of a ſmall lobe beſide" 
. which projected to about a foot from the co 
11 cave fide of the liver, at the middle of its u-WP"s 
17 per edge. No gall- bladder, or any traces d a 
#: 81 it, was to be obſerved. In this the rhinocem 
Bi reſembles the horſe.— ſuſt before I finiſh 
1 the diſſection of this animal, IL opened iſ 
7 ſtomach, which was very much diſtended, e 
he order to examine what it uſually fed upon” 
* The contents of the ſtomach were entiteh nd 
Bt, without ſmell, and perfectly freſh and ſwe i" © 
76 conſiſting of roots and ſmall branches of tres 1 
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animal, which were four inches in diametes Vor 
and 
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and in other reſ pects reſemble thoſe of a horſe, 1775. 


73 though they are of a much drier nature, there December 
e ba Wis uſually ſeen a quantity of bark and fibres 
| fron of trees, a circumſtance that the hunters pay 
t and attention to; and by that means are able to 
ſuring diſtinguiſn it from the dung of the hippopo- 
in te mus, an animal that feeds only on graſs. 
pol. thruſt my hand into this creature's mouth, 


hich was half open, and found the tongue 
Perfectly ſoft, which is in direct contradic- 
ion to the common notion, viz. Quod lam- 
endo trucidat, (that he kills by licking with 
bis tongue.) I was likewiſe not a little 


ted ol 
al mot 
eſidez 
E Col. 


its vp ; ks 
IJ ſtoniſhed to find no fore-teeth in any of the 
oceml bree carcaſſes of the rhinoceros, although 


_* e of theſe beaſts ſeemed to be old; and, 
ed ii" fact, this animal has little room for fore- 
cd. eib, as the mouth goes off ſo ſharp at the 

„ore part, that in that place it is only an inch 
nd a half broad. Beſides, it has no occafion 
or any teeth there, as the lips, like the ſkin, 


upol, 
-ntirel 
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04 re of that extreme hardneſs, that it is able | 
as bij o clip off the tops of plants and ſhrubs with 1 
** hem ; and that with ſo much the greater eaſe, ö 
Wh the under jaw goes within the upper; ſo q 
SAY hat this ſpecies of rhinoceros is probably 3 
; vable of laying hold of its food with its | 
" is Ips, and - conveying it into its mouth, with . 
yy dil. he ſame eaſe and dexterity as Dr. PaR SONS 4 
a: W ſerved in the common rhinoceros on a 1 
A a Imilar occaſion. vl 
me pe At that time I could not poſſibly ſeparate | 
* of Ne fleſn from the other bones, for the pur- Y 
We joſe of examining them. I was in hopes, | 
of ""Wowever, that, by the time I returned, the 

of thi ales and wolves would fave me that trouble. 

ame" Vor. II. I | And 


and 
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1 1775. And this, indeed, was fo far the caſe, that] 
. December had it in my power to carry home with me the 
1 cranium of the leaſt rhinoceros, which I di 
— 9 ſected, very nearly in a complete ſtate. It Mr 
. $a from this ſkull that I had the annexed dra. Ne 
Wt ing made; and this part of the animal is offi « 
| too much importance, for the deſcription ¶ e 
1 it to be omitted here. ar 
4 | ge 
1 Both jaws being clapped together in th. 
| 5 proper joint, give nineteen inches for Hie 
4 * height of it in the back part; and, meaſurediſ{t 
18 at the fore part from the tip of the noſe, fi; 
1 teen; the length, meaſured from the tip Me: 
1 the noſe to the hindmoſt part of the craniun; 
„ is in a direct line twenty-three inches, Me 
1 ſomething leſs than two feet. le 
1 | , 
5 * With a view to avoid being prolix in my eu 
1 ſcription, . I refer my readers to the figure a " 
_ 8 nexed in Plate III. of this volume, when, 
Wi! they will be able readily to conceive the pn 
4280 portion, &c. of the other parts. It is on th! © 
#34 fore part of the os frontis that the leſſer he 
9 ny: 18 fixed; it will, therefore, probably, be ease 
* perceived from the annexed drawing, that M the 
+ ſagittal ſuture is obliterated, and that the an 
1 occipitis 18 terminated by a flat ſurface, alongWica 
1 which it goes ſtrait down in a perpendicul 
„ line to the condyloid proceſſes, one of w hid 4 
1 is ſeen in the figure. Ve. 
Fi | | to t 
The cavity in which the brain is contained, 
does not extend much farther forward than ie ar 
a bregmatis. The other bones by which uit 
is encompaſſed are tolerably thick, ſo ti! KS 0 
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hat! 


e the 
s organ being barely fix inches long, and 
zor high, and being of an oval ſhape. In 
dra. der to know the capacity of it with the great- 
| is oi certainty, we filled it with peas, which we 
on otcrwards meaſured, and found to amount 
rely to a quart, With a view to diſcover 
e proportion between the brain of the rhino- 
the ros and that of a man, I likewiſe filled a 
or Middle ized human ſcull with peas, and found 
aſureil et nearly three pints were requiſite for this 
ſe, H poſe. On the other hand, the cavity of 
tip oi noſe in the rhinoceros is of a conſiderable 
aniunWc, which probably does not a little contri- 
es, Me to the quickneſs of this animal's ſcent. 
leaſt, phyſiologiſts uſe to explain the ſupe- 
ty of hounds in this particular, from the 
my cumſtance of the zunica ſchneideriana, or 
ure u nervous membrane appropriated to this 
When e, (when it is expanded and extricated 
he prin all the folds which it makes in the ca- 
$ on of the noſe, with the greateſt art con- 
er bon ed for this purpoſe,) being ſo extenſive as 
ze ea oer the whole body of the animal; while 
that thi the other hand, this membrane, in the 
t the ran ſpecies, is capable of covering only 
, alont head, 
ndicvil 
of which dentes molares only, or grinders, were 
ved on either ſide of each jaw, belong- 
to the two oldeſt of the rhinoceroſes ſhot 
ntainedWÞs, and five only in the leaſt or youngeit, 
than tie annexed drawing of its cranium ſhews ; 
hich Wvite back in the mouth we diſcerned the 
ſo di of two more on each ſide, the foremoſt 
r thi hich had begun to make its appearance, 
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his huge animal has but a ſmall brain in pro- 1775. 
donion to its ſize; the cavity for containing Pecember 
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but the hindmoſt was almoſt entirely include 
in its ſocket, Hence it follows, that an age 
and full-grown rhinoceros has fourteen teei 
in each jaw, in all twenty-eight. 


In the anterior part of the os palati, th 
animal appears to have a tooth- like procti 
which in the ſcull that I brought home wil; 
me is loſt, Conſidering the diſtance of WM, 
from the lower jaw, it ſhould ſeem that it i, 
hardly ſerve any purpoſes of a tooth. I hall, 
to thank M. PaLLas for this piece of inen 
gence; who, when I had tranſmitted to ln, 
this engraving, was ſo good as to ſend me Wir, 
beautiful figures of the cranium of a rhin be 
ros, tranſmitted to him by M. Camel 
the Aa Petropolitana, in 


The dotted lines drawn about the crati ; 
ſhow pretty nearly the ſituation of the Mi 
and lips. : Jure 


As I have mentioned above that the Il 
ceros may be killed by a ſingle ſhot, it fol 
that the hide of this animal is not ſo impt ! 
trable as has been ſuppoſed. BonTivus has rt 
ago remarked, that this beaſt is uſually With 
with powder and Ball. M. os Burr the 
bably did not pay attention to this paliiſby 
when he aſſerted, on the authority of Ho 
VAISE, that its hide cannot be penetrate haft 
any ball, excepting only about the ears. Nhe 
thele, however, M. os Burron ſeem go 
his own free will, to have added the that 
and the belly. It is true, indeed, that femmes 
balls will ſooner be flattened againſt the Wluch 
than pierce it; but that balls or cyl"Wive 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 117 


clude 
n agel 


ade of iron (des lingots de fer) ſhould not 1775. 
| tet] 


de able to make the leaſt impreſſion on it, P*<<mber 
ſeems to be another addition of M. pz Bur- 
Fox's, equally abſurd with the former. It 
Frequently becomes neceſſary for me to cor- 
ect in this manner, the voluminous works of 
his illuſtrious author; which, indeed, merit 
his correction ſo much the more as the errors 


ti, thi 
proceh 
ne wit 
de of! 


ut ita a them, being in other reſpects not unfre- 
_ Tho veotly dreſſed up in an elegant ſtyle, have, 
inten fat, impoſed on many with charms which 
d to lfWbught to be the attendants on pure genuine 
| me ruth only, and unadulterated nature. It is 
rhinoWherefore probable, that the ſportive genius of 
APR. os BurrFon muſt at times have operated 
In impoſing likewiſe on its owner; but | am 

iling to hope, that this gentleman, being 
cran\y rofe//ron the interpreter of nature and truth, 
the vill on this account ſee with the greater plea- 

ure, any ſtrictures and remarks which are ne- 

Whceliary to preſerve the ſcience of nature from g 
1 ſalſehood and error. 1 
it fol : 
0 imp For this reaſon 1 ſhall proceed, without any | 
s ha ¶farther ceremony, to inform the reader, that \ 
ally kthe hide of the rhinoceros, as well as that of l 
Fron the elephant, is capable of being penetrated 2 
is pala, javelins and darts. I ordered one of m | 1 
ty of Hottentots to make a trial of this with his bi 
1etrated haſſagai, on one of the dead rhinoceroſes. | 


_ : 


ears. rbough his weapon was far from being in 
ſeem good order, and had no other ſharpneſs than 
d the Wthat it had received from the forge, yet, by 
that 'Wmeans of a certain manœuvre, it received 

1ſt the Wſuch an impulſive force, as at the diſtance of 
Jy v9 ve or ſix paces, to pierce through the thick 
hide 
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1775. hide of the animal half a foot deep into hi 
December body, th 
— | | Jl 


The Hottentot or Caffre hunters are accu. 
tomed to ſteal both upon the elephant and H 
rhinoceros while they are aſleep, and give then: 
ſeveral wounds at once. After this they fol" 
low the traces of the animal for one or mori": 
days, till it drops down with weakneſs or dia 
of its wounds. Generally, however, accori** 


ing to their own account, they poiſon one oc 
two of their darts immediately, before thei” 
attack an animal of this ſize; in which ci“ 
they have no occaſion to wait ſo many day 
as they otherwiſe would, before their prey ii 
into their hands, A farmer told me, he h 
ſeen an elephant in this manner wounded aliſ® 
dead within twenty-four hours, 4 
As to what regards the one-horned rhino 15 
ros, M. DoE Burrox, in Tom. XI. changes 1 
opinion three times in the ſpace of a few . 
ges. In page 177, without quoting his a" 
thority for it, M. pz Burrox conſiders t * 
hide as being ſo tough, as not to be penetr lol 
ble either by the fire- arms or ſide- arms of ti 2 
hunter, (ui du fer ni du feu du chaſſeur.) Ml * 
page 181 again in the notes he quotes, 3 ” 
33 and much commends the account gi ; 
y M. Movss relative to this point, whidl - 
yet is in contradiction with the former. Thi Pa, 
however, he ſeems again to have forgot, whe . 1 
in page 195, (without producing any auth _ 
Tity for it) he aſſures us, that javelins (e . 8 
velots & les lances) are not able to pierce ' wad 
animal's ſide. | my 
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Ito p F Fe 
* that the hide of the rhinoceros is impenetra- 


le, in page 176, will not even allow it the 
eaſt proportion whatever of ſenſibility, (prive 
toute ſenfibilite) and this merely without 
uoting any authority, or having any other 
gundation for the aſſertion, than what his own 
aginatton has furniſhed him with. And 
et, had M. DE Burro but paid a moderate 
egree of attention to the clear and diſtin& 
ccount drawn up by Dr. ParxsoNns in the 
bil. Tranſ. which he himſelf has quoted, it 


accul. 
ind the 
e then 
1ey fo 
r mor 
or dit 
accord. 

one 9 


© 4 ould ſeem that he muſt have been of a dif- 
| da ao opinion. [n that paper it is mentioned, 
5 the rhinoceros emitted his penis, when he 


as tickled under the belly with a wiſp of 
raw, M. DE Buyron too remarks himſelf, 
at the rhinoceros is fond of wallowing in the 
Ire like the hog: but I will leave it to others 
judge, how this accords with the abſolute 
ſenſibility he attributes to the hide. And, 
deed, when even the thick hide of the ele- 
ant is affected by the ſtinging of flies, how 
1 we ſuppoſe that of the rhinoceros to be 
dolurely inſenſible? Again, the ſkin at the 
tom of a man's foot, though thicker than 
is in other parts of the body, is nevertheleſs 
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0 no means void of ſenſibility. Moreover, 
nt give e ſcin of the rhinoceros, however tough and 
Fichte in its texture, has, at leaſt about the 
Ten, veſſels, blood, and juices, adapted for 
s whe e nouriſhment. of inſects, which, indeed, 
"auth wally do nouriſh them ; this beaſt being 
"(les ji eſted with a kind of acari, which I have 
„ covered on its pubis and groin, and have 
Wn up an account of them, inſerted in the 
lth Tome of Memoires ſur les Inſeftes. Nei- 
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3 * does the thickneſs of this animal's hide oth 
ecemver prevent it from perſpirin 0, 
x 1 Peping · . « 
This creature, which at all other times q mig 
pears to be of a grey colour, toon becongiif this 
black when it is hard hunted. This proceti 
from the duſt and dried mud ſticking to it l 
animal's ſkin, and moiſtened by ſweat. ers, 
ſides that I have been aſſured of this tad! cen 
others, I think I once wyſelf ſaw a man voc 
inſtance of it, in the caſe of a rhinocei cen 
which was purſued by ſome other ſpertinali noc 
and very unexpectedly paſſed within the di opit 
tance of forty or fiſty paces of my wage ces 
fortunately for me, without perceiving it, ly exat 
doing it any damage. This beait was nul der 
darker coloured chan any ever 1 ſaw, the u de 
ber of which, however, in all, did not en the 
eight. anir 
leve 
From the figure of the rhinoceros refen in t 
to above, and from the deſcription 1 have a rl 
ready given, it follows, that M. De Burl bei 
in his notes to page 186, accuſes Kor BE, i Bur 
out any foundation, of having deſcribed 8 pen; 
leſſer horn as being placed in a ſtrait line tho! 
hind the other, and upon the animal's con. 
head. It is impoſſible, ſays he, that 161M four 


horns ſhould be placed ſo far fram each ui anir 
for in the horns which are preſerved in i ſtan 


Hans SLoane's muſeum, there is only the ff its | 
tance of three inches between the larger horn dire 
the ſmaller. In fact, this eminent natural But 
ſeems rather too haſty in the foregoing WM and 
mark, and forgets that every animal's no don 
placed near it's forehead ; ſo that while that 
horn is fixed on the rhinoceros's nole, WM acy; 


ot 
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hide other may be very well fixed, and actually is 1775. 
ſo, on the forehead, A figure ſo plain and December 
imple as KouBe's (vide the French edition) YY 

% night have ſufficed to prevent miſtakes on 

this ſubject. 


In fine, it is neceſſary to inform my read- 
ers, that what M. DE Burrox advances con- 
cerning the copulation of the one-horned rhi- 
1148 noceres, viz. that it is performed croupe à 
croupe, is not in the leaſt applicable to the rhi- 
noceros bicornis; but in all probability, this 
opinion is not true with regard to either ſpe- 
cies, as in the two-horned rhinoceros which I 
it, examined, the penis was placed as forward un- 
der the belly as it is in a horſe; though, con- 
ſidered with relation to the different bulk of 
the two animals, it is much ſhorter. In the 
animal which I diſſected it was no more than 
leven or eight inches in length, as may be ſeen 
in the ſpecimen I brought home with me. In 
a rhinoceros, which had the appearance of 
being old, it was not much larger. M. pe 
BurFon, after Dr. ParsoNns, deſcribes the 
penis in the one-horned ſpecies as being ſtill 
ſhorter. Beſides, he does not ſay a word 
concerning the fituation of this member, but 
founds his conjecture on the ſubject of this 
animal's copulation, merely on the circum- 
ſtance of its having been obſerved to bend 
its penis backwards when it ſtaled, in which 
direction conſequently the urine was emitted. 
But this, perhaps, was owing to an accidental 
and vicious conformation ; or it might be 
done out of cleanlineſs, eſpecially as we know 
that the rhinoceros bicornis, at leaſt has a very 
acute ſmell, and ſeems to love cleanlineſs, 

from 
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1775. from the circumſtance of its chuſing certain 
mber places near the buſhes to ſtale upon. lt is 
poſſible, indeed, that the animal may have 
kind of muſculus erector, for the purpoſe of 
occaſionally altering the direction of this mem- 
ber. But J am afraid of tiring my reader 
patience, by dwelling ſo long on the ſubje& 

of this quadruped ; I ſhall therefore at preſent 
only make mention of it, juſt as it may hap- 
pen to occur in the courſe of my journal. M. 
IMMELMAN likewiſe was at length tired of 
ſtanding by and ſeeing me diſſect this beaſt 
and therefore ſet out before us on his road 


home, with a view to repoſe between whiles, 
and cool himſelf under ſome ſhady tree. In 

order to go, as it appeared to him, a nearer 
way, he rode over a hill overgrown with buſh- 
es. From this ſpot a rhinoceros ruſhed out 

upon him, and he would certainly have beer 
trampled to death by this huge creature, 0r 
elſe have been taken up by it on its horns 
and, together with his horſe, thrown up into 
the air, had not this latter in his fright made 
a ſudden ſtart, and by ſeveral ſide leaps carr 
ed his rider through the buſhes, out of the 
ſight and ſcent of the animal. 


Here it muſt be obſerved, that the rhino 
ceros's eyes are ſunk into its head, and are 
but ſmall when compared to the bulk of its 
body; on which account, it is reported to ſee 

but indiſtinctly, and that only ſtrait forwards, 
But to make amends for this deficiency in 
ſight, its organs of ſmelling and hearing are 
ſo much the more acute; at the leaſt noile, 
therefore, more than uſual, this creature, 


taking the alarm and pricking up its "I 
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ain WW finds clapping with them and liſtening, 17756. 


tis Above all chings one muſt take care, even December 
even one is at a great diſtance, not to get to 


of the windward of it; for in that caſe, it ſel- 
m. dom fails directly to follow the ſcent, and at- 
rack the object of irs purſuit, as it was very 
ject near doing by Mr. IMMeLMan. This gentle- 


ent Ntleman, having with great difficulty made his 
ap- ¶ eſcape, ſtruck into a by-path, in order, after 
Mr. paſing through a little dale, to get into the 
trait and plain road. In this road he over- 
— took me, on a ſpot whither I had retired to 
0a 


ſcreen myſelf and my horſe from the burning 
rays of the ſun, and was overlooking my 
In Marawings and memorandums. He was ſtill 

are! Nome what out of breath in conſequence of his 
i. adventure, at the time he gave me an account 
out Wot it ; and I, for my part, could not help in 
cen Wome meaſure envying his good fortnne, in 
n baving at ſo cheap a rate ſeen this huge un- 
rns, wieldly animal alive, together with the moti- 
into Nos it made in the cumberſome hide in which 
lade Nit was incaſed : but, indeed, he himſelf had 
fen ſo little of it, that we ſoon came to an 
the N: gree ment to ride up together on the other fide 
of the very hill, in which he had juſt been 

| put to flight by the rhinoceros. From hence 
ine, ve thought we ſhould be able to deſcry this 
are creature on the plain; but that we might not 
de betrayed by the effluvia of our bodies, in 
) lee Neaſe he ould return again to the thicket, we 
rds. Wthrew ſome duſt into the air, in order to deter- 
mine more acurately which way the wind was, 
and thus be able to direct our courſe preciſe- 
in oppoſition to it. And indeed, we had 
not been long arrived at the ſpot before my 
horſe began to be a little ſhy, and at length 
was 
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was quite reſtive, W juſt as he had done 
before when [firſt rode him up to the carcaſs 
of the two rhinoceroſes. This circumſtance 
J took notice of to my companion, conſider. 
ing it as a ſign that, in all probability, there 
was a rhinoceros near the ſpot; but he went 
on, ſaying, it was impoſſible, as it did ng 
ſtrike him juſt then, that there might be mor 
than one in that vicinity. We therefore ad. 
vanced tall nearer, till being but fifteen pace 
off, I heard a ruſtling noiſe like that of u 
animal raiſing itſelf up leiſurely on its leg 
Immediately upon this appeared a rhinocergs 
with its horn projecting over one of the buſh: 
es. I now thought it high time for us to tun 
back immediately, and made figns to m 
companion, that it might be done as filenth 
as poſſible; our horſes? feet, nevertheleſs, mad 
a crackling noiſe among the dry branche 
which had fallen from the trees, and vil 
which the narrow paths between the buſle 
were every where covered. On this account 
we did not neglect during our retreat to lod 
behind us, in order that we might make 0 

as faſt as poſſible, in caſe the rhinoceros ſhoull 
have been alarned by the noiſe, and hai 

been induced to purſue us. What 1 call pad 
were merely tracks made by the buffaloes ant 
rhinoceroſes forcing their way through th 

thickets ; but among theſe likewiſe we foun 
many blind paths, i. e. ſuch as terminated" 
a ſudden in ſome high and impenetrable bulk 
Into a place of this fort we might in our flig 

eaſily have ſtrayed, and there have ber 
caught by the rhinoceros, as it were, in 
trap. This adventure made us afterwatl 


ſuſpect, that every buſh harboured a rhinoce 
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con; and induced us for ſome time to give up 1775: 
il thoughts of reconnoitring among the buſh. December 


es with ſo much aſſurance, an animal that did 
not appear as if it was to be trifled with. 


think we may infer from the preceding 
relation, that this rhinoceros was different 
from that which put Mr. IMMELMAN to flight; 
25 likewiſe, that-this latter did nor purſue us, 
by reaſon that, in conſequence of our having 


rode up to it full in the face of the wind, it 


could not get ſcent of us; beſides, this ani- 
mal did not hear our talking nor the crackling 
of the branches, with a ſufficient degree of 
certainty to engage it to make an attack upon 
us: and in fine, it appears, that it had with 
great forecaſt choſen a thick and high buſh, by 
way of entrenchment, on that ſide of the 
buſh, from whence the wind prevented it from 
getting ſcent of any thing. If I may form 
any concluſion from my horſe's ſtopping, it 
would ſeem, that he had got ſcent of this 
beaſt as far off as the diſtance of forty or fif- 
ty paces, though the wind was very moderate 
from that quarter. 


On our way homewards (for ſo we always 
called our waggon, or encampment in the 
deſert) we came within piſtol- ſhot of a herd 
of elk- antilopes, probably the ſame with thoſe 
we had given chaſe to in the morning without 
lucceſs ; but what was very ſingular, they at 
this time hardly ſhewed the leaſt fear. The 
males, which were of the ſize of an ordinary 
galloway, appeared much more bulky and 
corpulent than their females, and ſeemed to 
run rather heavily. 
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1775. In the evening we received an unexpetted 
December „iſit. This was from eight coloniſts, who 


were come hither from Camdebo with four 
waggons, and had brought with them two of 
their wives, and a couple of children. They 
were going to the ſalt- pit before- mentioned 
near Zwartkops-river, in order to fetch alt 
from thence ; but having been told by us of 
the violent drought they would meet within 
their way thither, part of them only went 
with two waggons, that being fewer of thei, 
they might be leſs liable to ſuffer for want of 
water. Theſe people informed us, that that 
very day they had chanced to awake a rhino- 
ceros juſt by the road ſide ; but that the beaſt, 
probably ſcared by the noiſe and buſtleit 
heard from different quarters at once, ran by 
them without doing them any hurt. They 
related to me, however, aninſtance, in which 
a rhinoceros had run up to a waggon, and 
carried it a good way along with him on his 
ſnout and horns, They likewiſe informed us, 
that the diſtemper among the horſes had al. 
ready begun to commit ravages in the diſtrid 
of Camdebo, where, however, it otherwiſe 
ſeldom uſed to make its appearance till the 
month of April. The reaſon of this, proba- 
bly, was the univerſal drought that prevailed 
this year. 


on 
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Fourney from Luammedacka to Agter Bruntjes- 
Hoogte, 


\N the 21ſt at nine in the morning we left 1775. 
the pool at Quammedacha, which we had December 
y this time drank dry, and arrived at noon 


1 by Wi Little Viſch-rivier, where we again pitched 
| hey ur tents, We here found a herd of ſpring- 
hich Woks, a couple of which we ſhot. At five 


clock this morning the thermometer was at 
degrees, at twelve at 82, and at half paſt 
rec at 95 degrees. The evening was very 
uch overcaſt, In this tract of country there 
8a great drought on both ſides of the river, 
t ſtill greater farther on towards the north, 
I che Were the ſoil was more gravelly, and produc- 
oba. BY : greater quantity of ſucculent plants. In 
ailed e ſpaces between theſe, beſides ſhrubs and 
hes, there was ſometimes to be found a 
tle dry graſs; every where elſe, the ground 
gs as dry and bare as a high road with a 
ayey bottom. Between ten and eleven o'clock 
night, we heard the roaring of a lion; and 
ough it only roared twice, the animals we 
d with us were very reſtleſs the whole night 


roughout. 
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wo _ On the 22d early in the morning, we rol. 
tied Lale Viſch-rivier, it being ſuppoſed, tha 
where we then were, it would not be ſo wel 
worth our while to look after the hippotamu, 
or ſea-cow, an animal that is bigger than the 
rhinoceros, and lives both in the water and q 
dry ground, (vid. Plate IV. of this volume 
This, in fact, having ſeen the rhinoceros, vn 


what I now chiefly laid out for. 


Between nine and ten o'clock, being on oy 
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march, we ſaw two large lions, They wer 
about three hundred paces from us, in a ith | 
vale. The inſtant they perceived us, they b , 
took themſelves to flight. Being very d i 
i ſirous to have a nearer view of theſe animal 49 
Þ we rode in purſuit of them, all the while ſho ** 
| ing and calling out after them. Upon thi 0 0 
4 they mended their pace till they got down * 
4 the ſide of the river, which we had juſt croſſe y 
q and there hid themſelves in the thickets; Ui " 
ed by their curioſity, two of our Hotteni . 
likewiſe followed behind us, one armed wit male 
a couple of hafſagais, and the other ' with Nd 
gun. We ourſelves were without any ar xk 
whatever, but I imagine we ran no' riſk_ : 
this chaſe, as we could - eaſily have turn oth 
back and fetched our arms, in caſe the lid * 
had thought proper to purſue us. In runnig ds 
they had a kind of ſideling pace, like thi af 
of a dog, accompanied now and then wit e cuf 
ſlight bound. Their necks were all the vil 10 
ſomewhat raiſed, and they ſeemed to lo,.“ 
aſkance at us over their ſhoulders. One ** 
them had a mane, and conſequently was s 
male; but both of them were nearly of 1 my 


equal ſize, and ſeemed to be confiderall 


hight 
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hich were of the ſize of common galloways, 
either our horſes, nor ſeveral gazels which 
gere on the ſpot, ſeemed in the leaſt afraid of 
Deſe lions, though they were as near them as 
ewere. As the hon ſeldom or never attacks 
is prey openly, it ſeems that he does not 
rike the other animals with any high degree 
terror, except wnen they take the ſcent of 
im, which nature has rendered highly diſ- 


n OV 0ful to them. 


Welt 


tt This day likewiſe we ſcared a male oftrich 


77 Wray from its neſt, which was in the middle 
! , the plans. This neſt, however, conſiſted 
0 nothing but the ground itſelf, on which 


Wc eggs were ſcattered and looſe, Hence it 
lows, that the oſtrich does not leave its eggs 
be hatched by the ſun, but likewiſe, at 
ſt in this part of Africa, fits upon them her- 
It: we may alſo infer, that the male and the 
male fit upon them alternately; The Hot- 
itots too aſſured me of this fact, which has 
therto been unknown to naturaliſts. 
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One 


So that THEVENOTr is in the right when he 
lerts, that the oſtrich lives in monogamy, or 
th one female; though he is quite alone in 
s aſſertion : and the practice is contrary to 
e cuſtom of the larger kind of birds. 


do not pretend by any means to determine 
exact number of eggs laid by this bird; 
was number of thoſe we at this time found was 
4 of eleven; they were all freſh, and proba- 
gerab were to have had ſeveral more added to 
_ bighF® Another time two of my Hottentots 
Vol. II. K fcared 
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igher and longer than our faddle-horſes, 1775. 
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1775. ſeared another oftrich away from it neſt, ou 
December of which they took fourteen eggs, and brough 
them to me, having left ſome behind, whid est 
did not ſeem to them to be quite fo freſh ; M ua 
that perhaps fixteen, eighteen, or twenty, j 
the higheſt amount of the number of eggs la 
by this bird: and yet it appears to me, thy 
it muſt be very difficult for the oſtrich to a 
ver ſo many with its body. A brood of you 
ones, ſcarcely two feet high, which I ſay 
the diſtrict of Rood-Zand, ſeemed to me 
amount to ſome ſuch number; but the oſtiid 
chicks which I had taken on the 16th of th 
moth at Kurekoi-ku, were about a foot! 
height, May we not likewiſe conclude fr 
hence, that the oſtriches in Africa have nol 

times for laying their eggs? 


Some of my more obſerving readers aut 
perhaps, wonder how I am able to aſſure the 
that it was a male oſtrich I ſcared away tt 
the neſt. To this I anſwer, that in allt 
part of Africa it is looked upon as an indiſy 
table fact, that ſuch of theſe birds which ! 
males, carry white feathers in their tails 
wings, while their backs nnd bellies aret 
vered with black. The females, on the 
trary, carry black feathers only in their t 

—=x and wings, while thoſe on their bodies att 
44 an aſh-colour. This likewiſe accords with! 
" diſſections made of this bird in Europe, (VI 
| Burrox, p. 429.) What ſerves farther 
convince me, that the cock oſtrich aſſiſts 
hen in hatching her eggs, is, that in the! 
which I have been juſt ſpeaking of, there 
found ſeveral white feathers, as well as a 


ber of black ones, both of which would 
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„ ont urally fall into it whilſt the birds were ſitting. 1775. 
ough Nature, perhaps, has found it the more ne- December 
Which edary, to order both ſexes of the oſtrich mu- 
h; rally to aſſiſt each other in hatching their 
ty, Meggs, as the frame of their bodies is large, 
gs End they are furniſhed with many ſtomachs, 
„ tu nd at the ſame time are craving beyond many 
to o kers of the feathered race; ſo that they could 
you ot bear the uſuaſ courſe of faſting during the 
ſaw M rhole time of fitting, nearly ſo well as the fe- 
me nales of other birds. The authors who have 
str elcrided the young of the oſtrich, as being 
of H orered with ſmall grey feathers, are perfect- 
foot in the right. With a plumage of this co- 


E fro 
> N01 


Wour, even their necks and thighs are clothed ; 
arts; which in tHe full-grown birds, are deſ- 
ned to be naked, while the reſt of their bo- 
Wics are adorned with feathers. The moſt 


s eautiful and curled of theſe compoſe the tail 
e the r the oſtrich, and conſequently it is chiefly 
zy roger the purpoſe of adorning our heads with 
alem, that we deprive this bird of its life or 


indie eedom. | 
ich 1 
alls al 

are t 
he c 
eir t 
2g are 
with t 


In this colony, however, 1 did not fee 
rich feathers made any other uſe of, than 
0 bruſh away the flies; for which purpoſe, 
Fliſks were made of them of a conſiderable 
ength as well as breadth, with which a ſlave 
two were employed in driving away theſe 
mals from the table, while the family were 
| their meals. The Hottentots, who eat all 
orts of fleſh, eat likewiſe that of the oſtrich; 
ut the eggs I have ſeen uſed by the coloniſts, 
id that even at the Cape, for pancakes and 
umelets. While we were travelling through 
be deſert, we found it anſwer beſt to ſupple 
K 2 our 
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1775. our throats with them juſt before we took on 


December chocolate or tea ; and likewie to clarify oy then 
coffee with them, or elſe to ſtew them, He! 
want of pans, in our porridge-pot, hayin then 
previouſly thrown into it a little fat; a diſ{ thin 
had learnt to prepare in Sweden by the nam 1. 
of oeufs perdis. "I 

Oſtriches eggs are eatable, indeed, in i pid, 
theſe ways, but not equal to hen's eggs. Thy 1 
are, as it were, of a coarſer nature and thicke 
conſiſtence, and at the ſame time more filly wh 
and luſcious. One of the larger ſhells of d wy 
oſtriches eggs, kept in the cabinet of the HH 
al Academy, I found, on examination, to wei ap 
eleven ounces, to be ſix inches and a half! anda 
depth, and to hold five pints and a quart Th 
liquid meaſure. It is of the ſhape of a con Tr 
mon egg. I never found the weight of ti 4 _ 
freſh eggs exceed this in any extraordinan be 10 
proportion; ſo that when M. pz Burroyſ 4 p 
page 426, 427). computes the weight of al aſe | 
of theſe eggs at fifteen pounds, this bold i te 
ſertion of his ſeems to require to be mentiat 15 | 
Þ ed, only in order to be confuted.—l have 0 | 
4 ready, in Vol. I. Chap. IV. related the methd A 
0 of hunting the oſtriches in this country; bt 0 oy 
that this bird contents itſelf barely with h ' 
| | ing its head, when it finds it cannot makel i 
j eſcape, is a matter which I do not rememb* * 
= ever to have heard mentioned at the Cape Th 
Hi but even were it a fact, flill PIN 's explia L : 
2B tion of it is not more abſurd than M. ns BU 3 Am 
q rox's manner of accounting for it, l. c. e x. 
31 4248. Children, indeed, who play at hide a e 
1 feek, are apt to imagine that they are conce! 1 
3 ed, when they cover their heads, ſo that tif 3 
41 then tre 


fore m 
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ol 
Our 
for 
wing 
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themſelves cannot ſee. I have likewiſe fre- 


their heads, ſo as not to be able to ſee any © 
thing, when they were warned by their mo- 
ther's cries of the hawk's approach. How 
then can one expect a greater degree of conſi- 
deration in a bird, in other reſpects very ſtu- 
pid, and which is in danger of its life? 


M. vs Burron, page 448, calls the ſkin of 


icke | calls 
bis creature very thick; but in this reſpect it 
bot equal at the beſt to goat or calf's-ſkin ; 
bat how far the Arabians can uſe it for 


mw amefles and ſhields (I. c. page 443) does 
pot ſeem to deſerve a ſerious inveſtigation, 
The cry of the oſtrich, according to the 
deſcription I have had given me of it in Afri- 
, in ſome reſpects reſembles the roaring of 


Jinan . . . 
1 be lion, but 1s ſhorter, or, in other words, 
Ft drawn out to ſo great a length. In this 


ale, its cry muſt neceſſarily be hoarſe and 
Tough, as well as fill the breaſt of the hearer 
mth anxiety and terror; and conſequently 
lie prophet Micas, chap. i. ver. 8. has not 
naptly compared it to the voice of a mourner; 
„ in fact, by the word dy) in this and other 
paces of holy writ, the oſtrich is meant, and 
Pot a kind of owl. 


Id 1 
nt!0l 
veal 
1ethd 
; bl 
h bit 
ake l 


embe | 
Cape 5 f 
cpi The young of this bird have no cry at all; 


ne, at leaſt, a foot and a half high, which 


E Bet 2 
on my return homewards I brought alive with 


3 as 
. me to the Cape all the way from Honing-klip, 
ne! ld not, during the whole time, viz. twenty- 


bur days, let us hear any thing of it. This 
"as trampled to death by my horſe, juſt be- 
"ore my departure from the Cape, otherwiſe it 
might 


at the 
thel 


quently obſerved turkey-poulets merely hide December 
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1775- might eaſily have been brought to Europe, | 
December ate a great deal, and was not nice in its food 
— grnnecs 5 


There were ſeveral large tame oſtriches h 
the governor's menagerie at the Cape. With 
out ſeeming to be impeded by their weigh 
they would run along with any body wh 

= ſoever,, and would moreover jump up af 
perch upon the ſhoulders of all ſuch as woul 
ſuffer it. In conſequence of having made th 


obſervation, as well as of ſimilar inſtancesh A 
be found in authors, I cannot doubt, but Hen 
oſtriches might be brought to bear burden 
and the like, o as to become uſcful to ma tf 4 
kind. 
T 

The inſtance which is given by Aba nou 
of a young oſtrich, not properly trainedy 0 h 
DUET 


to this employ, is therefore not capable of n 
ing in me the ſame doubts as are entertain 
by M. ps Burrox on this ſubject. And g 
we read in this illuſtrious author, I. e. th 
Figmivs, who reigned in Egypt in the thit 
century, was drawn by oſtriches; and that! 
Joar, in Africa, an Engliſhman was ſeen ri 
ing on an oftrich, on which he uſed to ta 
Journies, &c. 'I have converſed with yeom 
at the Cape, who had brought up oſtriches 
tame, that they went looſe to and from d 
farm, and were obliged to ſeek their own food 
but at the ſame time were ſo voracious a8 
ſwallow chickens whole, and trample hend Ve 
death, in order to tear them to pieces alte en o 
wards and eat them up. At a certain farm the ear 
were obliged to kill one of theſe oſtriches, ier 
he had taken to trampling ſheep to deat of m 


. Does not the oſtrich cat ſnakes * ag 
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At dark there fell a few drops of rain. 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


Theſe large birds were, as it appeared to 2 


me, chiefly to be found in ſuch tracts of coun- 
try 2s partook of the properties of the carrow, 
ad produced ſucculent plants. I ſaw but 
ne of them in the our diſtrict, as it is called, 
pf Lange Kloof; but this might very probably, 
ike the elephant in the ſame diſtrict, of which 
have already given an account, Vol. I. have 
rot out of its latitude. 


Another kind of large bird, which I have 
nentioned before, as being in the governor's 
nenagerie, VIZ. the caſuary, was not a native 
ff Africa, 


This had been a very warm day, and 
hough it might ſeem that I ought by this time 
o have been inured to heat, yet in conſe- 
uence of it, I was ſeized with a violent head. 
(ch, I found great relief, however, by waſh- 
Ing my head in running water in great Viſch- 
rivier, Two of my Hottentots likewiſe com- 
plained of being affected in the ſame manner, 
but were ſoon made eaſy by giving them a 
little hemp to ſmoke. I had forgot to look at 
the thermometer this day till ten o'clock in the 
evening, Even at that late hour it was at 78, 
This 
llt we did not hear the lions rqar in the 
calt, | 


Very early on the 23d we proceeded again 
on our journey, to look out for the ſea-cows 
near ſome other pit belonging to great Yi/ch- 
rivier, There was now again a great ſcarcity 
of meat in the waggon ; for which reaſon my 
Hottentots began to grumble, and reminded 


me, that we ought not to waſte ſo much of 


Our 
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1775. our time in looking after inſects and plants fre 
December hut give a better look out after the game ag! 
e At the ſame time they pointed out to a neigh. me 


bouring dale over-run with wood, at the ane 
per edge of which, at the diſtance of a mil 
and a quarter from the ſpot where we tha 
were, they had ſeen ſeveral buffaloes. Ax. 
cordingly we went thither, but though on 
fatigue was leſſened by our Hottentots cam 
ing our guns for us up a hill, yet we wer 
quite out of breath and overcome by the hea 
of the fun, before we got up to it. Yet, whi 
even now appears to me a matter of wonds 
is, that, as ſoon as we got a glimpſe of tie 
game, all this langour left us in an inſt, 
In fact, each of us ſtrove to fire before it 
other, ſo that we ſeemed entirely to have li 
fight of all prudence and caution. When v 
advanced to between twenty or thirty pacetd 
the beaſt, and conſequently were,**pethiy 
likewiſe in ſome degree actuated by our fen 
we diſcharged our pieces pretty nearly at tit 
ſame time; while the buffalo, which was n. 
ther upon lower ground than we were, behin 
a thin ſcambling buſh, ſeemed to turn hl 
head round in order to make towards us. | 
the mean while, however, the moment nt 
had diſcharged our guns, we had the pleaſut 
to ſee him fall, and directly after run down in 
the thickeſt part of the wood. This induced i 
to hope that our ſhot had proved mortal: fa 
which reaſon, we had the imprudence to fol 
low him down into the cloſe thickets, where 
luckily for us, we could get no farther. V 
had, however, as we found afterwards, on 
hit the hindmoſt part of the chine, where tis 
balls, which lay at the diſtance of three _—_ 
e * 
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lants from each other, had been ſhivered to pieces 1775. 7 
game againſt the bones. In the mean while our te- December Þ 
eigh-MWmerity, which chiefly proceeded from hurry "ihe 
ce wand ignorance, was conſidered by the Hotten- "6H 
a mie tots as a proof of ſpirit and intrepidity hardly 1 
tha to be equalled; on which account, from that 1 
A. instant, they ever after appeared to entertain RY 
h ou an infinitely higher opinion of our courage 1 
cam chan they had ever done before. Several of "= 
e werfWour Hottentots now came to us, and threw bu 
e hei tones down into the dale, though without 1 
, WI lucceſs, in order to find out by the bellowings 1 
vonde of the beaſt whither he had retired : after- WW 
of tiefvards, however, he ſeemed to have plucked b x 
nſtu up his courage, for he came up at laſt out of i 
re the dale of his own accord to the (kirts of the Py 
ve Mood, and placed himſelf fo as to have a full 21 
1en ier of us on the ſpot, where we were reſting 9 
ace urſelves ſomewhat higher up: his intention Be... | 
rs, in all probability, and in the opinion of Ws 
r fear our old ſportſmen, to revenge himſelf on us, oY 
at tf we had not happened to ſee him in time, 1 
yas nend fired at him directly. What, perhaps, in 1 
behuißſome meaſure put a ſtop to his boldneſs was, 1 
irn bat we ſtood on higher ground than he did: 1 
1s. or ſeveral veteran ſportſmen have aſſured me 1 
nt wo! it as a fact, that they know from expe- 8 
leaſurWOience, that the buffaloes do not willingly HEE 
vn int0F'enture to aſcend any hill or eminence in or- — 
1ced er to attack any one. The third ſhot, which 1 
il: tofeiterwards was obſerved to have entered at the 1 
belly, was fatal. This occaſioned the buffalo 1 
lo take himſelf down again into the vale, dy- Wa 
ug the ground and buſhes all the way he = 
rent with his blood. Though ſtill hot upon = 
he chaſe, yet we advanced with the greateſt ol 1 
aution, accompanied by two of our Hotten- bl 4 1 
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1775. tots, through the thin and moſt pervious pan 
December of the wood, where the buffalo had taken re. 
fuge. He was advancing again in order tg 
attack ſome of us, when Mr. IMMELMay, 
from the place where he was poſted, ſhot hin 

in the lungs. Notwithſtanding this, he had ſii 
ſtrength left to make a circuit of a hundred an( 
fifty paces, before we heard him; fall during hy 
fall, and before he died, he bellowed in Hon 
moſt ſtupendous manner; and this death-ſong 

of his inſpired every one of us with joy, a 
account of the victory we had gained: and 
thoroughly ſteeled is frequently the hum 
heart againſt the ſufferings of the brute cre 
tion, that we haſtened forwards, in order 
enjoy the pleaſure of ſeeing the buffalo ſti Milt 

gle with the pangs of death. I happened) 

be the foremoſt amongſt them; but think! 
impoſſible for anguiſh, accompanied by alk 
vage fierceneſs, to be painted in ſtronger o- 
lours than they were in the countenance ( 
this buffalo. 1 was within ten ſteps of bi 
when he perceived me, and, bellowing, rai 
himſelf ſuddenly again on his legs. I hadra 

fon to believe ſince, that J was at the tins 


very much frighted ; for before I could v In 
take my aim, I fired off my gun, and the ſour 
miſſed the whole of his huge body, and only from 
him in the hind legs, as we afterwards diloWquen 
vered by the ſize of the ball. Immediati\fifto ca 
upon this I flew away like lightning, in ordWte(h, 
to look out for ſome tree to climb up into. dark. 
| and, 

Notwithſtanding the tedious prolixity Wheard 

might occaſion me to be guilty of, I thoug|Wve h 


the beſt and readieſt method of giving beaſts 


reader an idea of the nature of this animaForder 
all 


\ 
\ 
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pan and of the method of hunting it, as well as of 1775. 
n re. ¶ ther contingent circumſtances, would be to Pecember 
er to aduce an inſtance or two of what occured *Y 
Max, during the chaſe. - 155 
t hin | a 
d ſtil My Hottentots cut up the buffalo with bY 
d au their uſual alacrity and ardour ; but as they 1 
ng lu bad a great way to carry the fleſh to the wag- Wi. 
in on, they took it thither in rather an unuſual Wo 
-o. This was as follows: they cut out large Wo 
y, lips of fleſh whole and entire, with holes in 1 9 
and the middle, wide enough for them to put 1 
zunuß beir heads and arms through, and loaded We! 
 crethemſelves with it in this manner before, be- = 
der ind, and on every ſide of them; the meat Wi 
tra the while dangling about their bodies in a 1 
ied vilWnanner ludicrous enough, though not much 4H tha 
nk Wdzpted to creat an apetite in the ſpectator. IF 
aa this way, their hands being entirely diſen- GG 
er 0-Weaged, excepting, that each man carried a 1 
nce ick, they clambered up the brow of the hill 44 
f that overhung the vale, and thus walked on h 
 ralkWtowards the waggon, whither one might trace 
ad reoiitlem all the way by the blood. 
e till 
d va In the mean while the Hottentot, who was 
he ſour principal ſhot, had, at no great diſtance 
hh rom this place, ſhot an elF-antilope, in conſe- 


diloWquence of which we repaired thither, in order 


diatelWto carry off the beſt and fatteſt part of the 
lieſh, Before we got back to the waggon, 
darkneſs came on with thunder and lightning; 
and, to add to the terror of the ſcene, we 
heard the lions roaring very loud, Indeed 
ve had good reaſon to fear, that theſe wild 
beaſts would throw themſelves in our way, in 
order to ſhare our prey with us. Neither 


ſhould 
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1 e 1 e 
r 


3 


140 A VOYAGE ro TRI 
1775. ſhould we, in fact, in the total darkneſs i; 
December which we were involved, have eaſily founil 
our way back to the waggon, if the Hotte. 
tots whom we had left with it, had not ber 
thoughtful and conſiderate enough to ſmag 
the large ox-whip from time to time by yy 
of ſignal. Atlength, when we arrived at th 
plain where the waggon ſtood, we ſaw th 
fire they had made, We had hardly g 
home, however, before there came on a hein 
ſhower of rain, which contiuued the great 
part of the night, and put out our fire; whit 
the tilt of our waggon was in great danger 
being carried away by a violent ſouth-eal 
wind, with which the rain was accompaniet, 
at the ſame time that the rain not only ente. 
ed the waggon by the ſides of the tilt, by 
Iikewiſe penetrated through the tilt-cloth, | 
that we were not a whit better ſheltered ther, 
than the Hottentots under their cloaks 
During all this, we frequently heard the ros 
ing of the lions, as well as the yelling of tit 
hyznas ; ſome of which latter ſtole away! 
ſtrap belonging to the tackling of our wagg 
together with a good quantity of the fell 
which the Hottentots had hung up at tlt 
diſtance of a few paces from the ſpot whe 

they lay. | 


This day the thermometer at five o'clock 
the morning was at 74 degrees, preciſely 1 


ce, 

noon at 99, and in the afternoon it role, 

100. pecics 
om 


On the 24th I was induced to ſtay a lit! its 7 


longer on this ſpot, by the hopes of ſhooting; | 
a gu 


— — = IR -- 
LS ET ES 
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CAPE or GOOD. HOPE. 


Ia gu, which had been ſeen ranging by itſelf 


sin: bout this part of the country. 
und 
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'Gnu is the Hottentot name for a ſingular 
mimal, which, with reſpect to its form, is 
between the horſe and the ox. The ſize of it 
i about that of a common galloway, the length 
f it being ſomewhat above five, and the 
Wicight of it rather more than four feet. The 
proportion of the parts to each other may be 
beſt ſeen by the figure given in Plate II. of 
his Volume, which repreſents this animal in 
he attitude into which it puts itſelf when it is 
going to butt any one; in conſequence of 
hich, we have been able to give a proper 
dea of the poſition of the horns, and the 
anner in which they lay, as it were, flat 
pon the head : while, on the contrary, in a 
Iawing which accompanies Profeſſor ALLA- 
aud's fine deſcription of this creature, and 
wich has been copied in a compilation, en- 
led, Nouvelle Deſcription du Cap de B. 
E/derance,” the horns appear almoſt as if they 


Wa) grew out of the mane itſelf. 

19900, 

* This animal is of a dark brown colour all 
a 


ver, excepting the tail and mane, which are 
fa light-grey ; the ſhag on the chin, under 
he lower jaw, and on the breaſt is black, as 
kewiſe are the ſtiff hairs which ſtand up 
rect on the forehead and upper part of the 
ace, It is ſomewhat ſingular, that M. Ar- 
Max p, who was the firſt that deſcribed this 
pecies of animal from one which was brought 
om the Cape to Holland, found the colour 
its mane and body extremely different from 
lat 1 have deſcribed it to be above, and 

| from 
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1775. from what 1 have obſerved in Africa, ang 
December which likewiſe may be ſeen on the ſkin of this 
animal I brought home with me. This dif. 
ference probably proceeds from a diverſity of 
age, climate, or other accidental circumſtan. 

CCS, 


At firſt fight one would be apt to pro 
nounce that the gnu moſt reſembles the or 
kind; but with reſpect to the following part 
culars, this beaſt may likewiſe be referred u NM 
the capræ in general, or to the genus which 
the great zoologiſt, M. PALLAs, has ſes 
rated from them under the denomination d 
antilopes. 


1. The legs of the gu are as ſmall as that 
of the antilope, or the gazel kind; and, lik 
them, have ſmall fetlock-bones and hoofs, 


2. The gnu reſembles the antilope and cant 

in its hair, inaſmuch as this is ſhort, juſt wi 

is in the hart kind. In its ſhag, the gn r. 
ſembles the capræ more than oxen. With re 
pect to its mane, it is manifeſtly diſtinC fron 
theſe latter animals; but ſomewhat reſemble 
another large capræ, or antilope (the anti 
'oryx) by the coloniſts called the Cape-elk, (vid 
Plate I. of this Volume.) With regard t 

the tail, it does not in the leaſt reſemble a 

-— ox's tail, but rather that of a horſe ; and! 
this point ſomewhat coincides with anotlt 
large antilope, viz. the hartbeeſt, (vide Plat 

I. of this Volume.) This laſt-mentioned at 

44 tilope, according to the accounts given n 
a by ſeveral perſons at the Cape, falls upon | 
knees when it is going to butt any one; ar 1 
proba 
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and - 
this ew likewiſe, as M. ALLamanp remarked 
dif. of the gnu which was brought to Holland, 


chat it ſometimes fell on its knees, and butted 
Ezcainſt the ground. | 


z. The gun, like many of the hart and an- 
tiope kind, has a viſible /nuo or porus ſebaceus, 
or ceriferus, below and juſt before each eye. 


e 01 

parti TT his ſinus, which has not been remarked by 
red u M. ALLAMAND, is (juſt as in the hartbeeſt,) 
which about one line in diameter, and encompaſſed 


ih a little tuft of black hair, Pores of this 
Wind, or apertures in the ſkin, which excrete 
a ſubſtance of the nature of ear-wax, are not 
to be found, as far as I have been able to 


: thi: earn, in any ſpecies of the ox kind. 


1, lie 
fs, 4. The noiſe made by the tame calf of a 
em, which I have frequently heard cry, did 
ot in the leaſt reſemble the bleating of the 


ommon fawn. 


E 
ſt as1 


nu tt. 
" 5. 1 did not find that the fleſh of this ani- 
+ fronÞ"na! had any thing of the flavour of beef or of 
emblaWOuttalo's fleſh, but was rather like that of the 
antilo Winer antilopes or gazels about the Cape; it 
t, (gad, however, a finer grain, and was more 
ard HMricy than the fleſh of the hartbeeſt, and 
able u onſequently was much more delicate than 
and i def. 

anotht 

le Pu 6. I find from the diſſection I made of a 
ned uvn of a gnu, that its viſcera reſemble thoſe 


ven I) 
pon it 
1e; al 
,robab) 


dt the other antilopes which I had examined, 
nore than the viſcera of the ox, but that they 


dear no reſemblance whatever to thoſe of a 
horſe : 
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| 1755. horſe: ſo that this circumſtance is ſufficien 
December entirely to overthrow the conjecture, of thoſe 


who imagine, that the gun is produced by the 
copulation of a horſe with a cow: 


What makes it till leſs credible, that the 


£nu ſhould be the offspring of ſuch an inter 
mixture as 1 have mentioned, is, that the: 
animals are almoſt always ſeen in large herd 
and as far as I can learn, are in Africa to he 
found only in Camdebo and Agter Bruni. 
hoogte ; from whence it is only a few years agy 
that one of them was carried to the Cape, and 
from thence to Holland: conſequently, tht 
gnu then wandering in theſe parts was, pt 
bably, an old buck, which did not care 9 
keep company any longer with the herd it be 
longed to, or had been accidently ſeparattl 
from it. 


As this that was feen here kept upon tit 
open plains, and we could not ſteal upon! 
by creeping towards it from among the bult 
es, I endeavoured to overtake it on horſeback 
And indeed, at firſt I got almoſt within gut 
ſhot of the animal, when it ſhewed its vicioul 
diſpoſition in making various curvets alt 
plunges, flinging oat behind with one or bot 
legs, and butting againſt the mole-hills wit 
its horns; but immediately upon this, it fel 


with conſiderable velocity in a direct line ove 


the plain as far as the eye could diſcern | 
and I cannot help thinking, but that this ws 
one that was become furious, as the other gn 
I have chaſed fince would frequently ſtop 
look back at their purſuers, as ſoon as the] 
had gained ground of them in any con 


ble degree, What contributed not a little to 1775. 
This £7/'s having eſcaped from me was, that December 
de ground was rocky, and that an ardent de- 

re for diſſecting this animal induced me to 
huſh my horſe on too faſt at firſt ; ſo that in a 
ery little time it was quite out of breath, and 
ll over in a tremor. 
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A conſiderable number of eagles and birds 
prey that feed upon carcaſes, were feaſti 
Sn and fighting for the elk- antiſope we had 
hot the day before, and had already conſumed 
Rlmoſt all the fleſh we had left behind us. I 
kewiſe ſcared a Jackal away from the carcaſe. 
could not at this time pretend to chaſe it, as 
y horſe was not recovered from the fatigue 
purſuing the gau. This day we hkewife 
wa numerous herd of guaggas, which not 
nirequetitly made their appearance in theſe 
elerts, Scarcely a day paſſed without our ſee- 
ga great number of Hart- beæſts between the 
<-rivers, and /priap-boks. by the hundreds 
(thonſands at a time. 

It was now'the 24th of December, a period 
ach the Chriſtians all over the world uſually 
end in mirth and feſtivity. My friend and 
though in the midſt of a deſert, and ſepa- 
ted from the reſt of mankind, were deſirous 
partaking of this religious jubilee; we there- 
re overhauled our ſtock of biſcuit, and found 
at on occaſion of this great holiday, we 
ud afford to give out two to each man. As 
the reſt of our fare, we treated ourſelves 
h an oftrich-egg, part of which we ſtewed 
dur porridge· pot, the remainder being boiled 
with ſome coffee, a ſmall baſon full of 
ch was diſtributed to every one of our 
Vol, II. L- company. 
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1775. company. The third diſh conſiſted of a piey 
December of elk's fleſh. This day at noon the thermo 
meter had been at 84, but towards the evening 

fell to 76.—At night our Hottentots faſten 

a piece of meat to a long ſtout ſtrap in ſug 

a manner, that if the wolf ſhould come aff 
attempt to ſwallow the meat, he would h 
caught faſt by the ſtrap till they could lay hol 

of him and kill him; but the beaſt was not: 

this time in this part of the country, and co 
ſequently we could not diſcover how far tli 

new invention of theirs was practicable, 


On the 25th the thermometer roſe to u 

degrees. We now repaired to a /ea-cow hal 

(Zeeko-gat) near Viſch-rivier, to look for i 
. hippopotamus. 


+ © 


On the 26th the wind blew agreeably eos 
and the thermometer at noon was not abt 
79. This day we overtook ſeveral farmen 
from Agter Bruntjes-hoogte, who were con 
into this neighbourhood for the purpoſe d 
hunting: I could not help ſmiling, though! 
the ſame time I was covered with confulial 
at theſe good ruſtics viewing us ſo narrowly! 
they did from head to foot; while, on ti 
other hand, I could not but allow their as t 


as our ſuprize, at this unexpected viſit to y be 
extremely natural. In fact, they found Mcuſe 
with a beard which had not been touched find 


3% | the end of the preceding month, without 


ftock, and with my wailtcoat open at fl them 
breaſt, my hat flapped, my hair braided ide 
a twiſt, my ſide- curls hanging down ſtrait Mriſtia: 
fluttering in the air; a fine thin linen co dige 
with a white ground variegated with 100 vine 


dab 
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Jabs of gunpowder, and ſpots of dirt and 
Borcale of all kinds; but at the ſame time de- 
Eorated with fine gilt buttons, a third part of 
Which were fallen off, and a great many of 
hem dangled about looſe and were ready to 
allow the others. As to the other part of 
ny dreſs, my breeches, for the ſake of cool- 
es, were turned up at the knees, in the man- 
er in which they are frequently worn by the 
doors of this country; and after the ſame 
zuiſe, and for a ſimilar reaſon, my ſtockings, 
rhich were woollen, were gartered below m 
nees, at the ſame time that they hung down 
bole about my ankles ; while my feet were 
t off with Hottentot ſhoes, made to draw up 
th ſtrings, of the ſame kind with thoſe re. 
reſented in Plate I, Vol, I. Fig. 4. 
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Mr. IMMELMAN, who, in fact, was a hand- 
me young fellow with large dark eye-brows 
da fine head of hair, at this time wore a 
ard five weeks old, which was now begin- 
ng to curl in a very conſpcious manner. As 
the reſt of his appearance, he figured on 
rieback in a long night-gown, with a white 
put-cap, large wide boots, and if I remem- 
right, was juſt at that time without ſtock- 
bs, in order to keep his legs the cooler, It 


at y 'W) be necefiary here, perhaps, to make ſome 
00 "Wicule both for our beards and our dreſs. As 


ed {ind 
thou! 

at tht 
led in 


our beards, we had both of us in a merry 
od, formed a reſolution not to touch a hair 
them either with razors or ſciſſars, till we 
buld either get into company again with the 


rait nſtian laſſes, or ſhould have an opportunity 
N 2 diffecting a hippopotamus. Added to this, 
} * wiſhed to try how a long beard would be- 


1 2 come 
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1775. come our juvenile years. It is a preſen 
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made to us by nature, ſaid we to each other 
let us keep it by way of experiment. Oy 
beards, perhaps, prevent our catching cl 
and getting defluxions and the tooth- ache Her 
cold nights; at leaſt it is probable, that in ti 
climate they defend the face from the ſcotch 
ing rays. of the ſun; and who can tell, wiy 
reſpect and conſideration it may acquire i 
from the beardleſs tribes we are likely to ne 
with in the courſe of our expedition,” Th 
reſolution of ours, which we pertinacioi 
adhered to, gave rife in the mean while 
many ludicrous converſations; but I muſt 
feſs, that we felt ourſelves delivered fron 


very heavy burden, when we got rid of. 
beards. Again, as to our clothing, it Nee 
entirely adapted to the warmth of the clini ly | 
and our own convenience; neither was tit W 
any danger of its leſſening us in the eyes ofa pl 
own Hottentots, or of thoſe we might cx) 
to meet with in the deſert. As for my woolt arly 
ſtockings, 1 wore them principally with ani fell 
to keep off the flies, as well as to preſerven opal 
legs from the bites of ſerpents, and from bei on 
torn by the branches of trees. Mr. Im be 
MAN thought that boots were more come b 2 
ent, and would anſwer this purpoſe betty beth 
Being an African by birth, he was not aft bon 
of being ſun-burned ; on which account He 
wiſe, in order to keep his hair out of his eee, 
he generally rode in his night-cap. * 
ut 
On the 27th at ſeven in the morning da 
thermometer ſtood at 60 degrees, the prec and ii 
ing night having appeared to us extrem 
cool. At noon the thermometer was at t 
| | TY 
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germometer was at 79 degrees. 


On the 29th I-forded over great Yiſch-rivier, 
d examined ſeveral ſea-cows ſculls that lay, 
the other fide, of it, and found them per- 
Aly, accord with the deſeripton and delinea- 
on given of theſe parts by M. DR BURTON. 


hile now, began to be incommoded by-a-light: 
aul n and ſwelling in the fore-part of the breaſt, 
front at the edge of the ſternum, which gave 
of of great uneaſineſs; but it went off in the 
+ u ee of a few days, and in all probability was 
cin 2 fore-runner of the gout, the ſymptoms 
18 thi wich had already begun to appear in a 


plat pain and ſenſation of burning in the ſoles 
my feet. This diſorder, which fell parti- 
arly heavy on a botaniſt, and one who was 


s of 0f 
t en 
wool 


hau elling through extenſive deſerts, I had 
rye H bably brought upon myſelf, by having un- 
m ben eone too great fatigue, At leaſt one of 
Inu horſes was afflicted from this very cauſe 
come 2 kind of gout or tenderneſs in the feet, 
- better with a ſwelling in the paſtern-joints, 


bon as it got home to the Cape. The day 
ore we had eaten our laſt biſcuit, our pa- 
lice, in conſequence of waiting ſo long to 
the hippopotamus, was almoſt as near being 
aulted as our bread ; we, therefore, the 
t day came to a reſolution to go again into 
ind inhabited by Chriſtians. | 


ot an 
unt lik 
his eſt 


rning | 
e prec 
eXtreme 
as at n the 29th we were conducted by our 
dies- men from Great to Little Yi/ch-rivier. 


This 


A five in the afternoon it had fallen to 83, 1235, 
ien there came a ſhower of rain with thun- December 
and lightning. At nine in che evening te 
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1775. This tract of country was thinly covered vit 
cember thorn- trees (mimoſaſnilotica,) which ſhaded th 
ground and kept it cool; ſo that being in ſon; 
meaſure covered with graſs, it exhibited x 
agreeable verdure, and at the ſame time hy. 
boured a conſiderable number of ſpring 
uaggas, and hartbeeſts, of which latter; 
thor a young female. The muſcles and fi 
of this creature retained a convulſive moti 
and twitching, even for ſeveral minutes af 
the animal had been cut in pieces. ] muſt ei 
feſs, that I never, either before or ſince, h; 
obſerved any thing of the kind in the hartbe 

or any other animal... 
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C H A F., XIV, 
Refidence at Agter Bruntjes- Hoogte. 


ME firſt place where we took up our 1776. 
| lodging was at an old elephant hunt- December 
Fs, of the name of PrinTsSLO, who was the 

pit that had migrated here, and at the bottom 

E 2 high mountain had pitched upon the fineſt 

Muation for a farm in the whole diſtrict, and, 

had almoſt ſaid, in all Africa. The ther- 

ometer in the morning as well as in the ey- 

ing was about 60 degrees, 


on the 3oth the thermometer within doors 
us at bo degrees at ſeven in the morning, and 


the evening at 67. 


The 31ſt, which was New Year's Eve, and 
[upon a Sunday, was celebrated with a pſalm 
two, and after that with a game at cards, 
ley aſſured me, that the winter-manths of 
and Auguſt were colder at that place than 
= the Cape; ſo that the ſnow lay on the 

und for a couple of days together, about 
inches deep; but that their ſheep and cattle, 
nas well as at other times, were kept out 
doors in the open air, and in the day-time 
ig abroad to go in queſt of their 

ood, . 


January, 
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1776. January, 1776. Agter Bruntjes-heogte, where Hin 
January. e were now arrived, is rather a flat trad of it! 
country, which takes in the upper part of be 
Kleine Viſch-rivier, and is ſeparated fron iſo 
Camdebo by Bruntjes-hoogtens, or by. the Brunt. Ne 
jes-hills, and with reſpect to the latter plac of 
(Camdebo) are ſituated agter, or behind then, e 
The Sneeuwbergen, which lie to the north of AP" 
Camdebo, are ſo called from the ſnow wit 4! 
which in the winter-time the higheſt of then 
are ſaid to be covered, and even to remain Mi": 
during part of the ſummer ; ſo that they ar," 
probably, of the ſame nature as the Rogge- u 
and Boke-veld mountains, and perhaps con-iP" 
poſe a part of the chain formed by then," 
The lower Snecuwbergen, or Snow- mountain 
are inhabited the year throughout; but ul" 
the higher range of hills the winters are ſever 
enough: this circumſtance, is ſaid to make ol 
the coloniſts remove into the plains belovH 
Camdebo. The inhabitants, indeed, of Melt 


more diſtant Snecuto- mountains, are ſometime his 
obliged, according to report, entirely to 1-* < 
linquiſh their dwellings and habirations, e, 
account of the ' ſavage plundering race d ts 
Boſhies-men, of which I have made font 

mention above, in Vol. I. who, from ther" 
hiding-places, ſhoot forth their poiſoned ar beſie 
rows at the ſhepherd, kill him, and after in th 
wards drive away the whole of his flock, which off | 


perhaps conſiſts of ſeveral hundred ſheep, ant 
forms the chief, if not the whole, of the fat 
mer's property. What they cannot drive 
away with them they kill and wound, as much 
as the time will allow them, while they at 
making their retreat. It is in vain to purlut 
them, they being very ſwift of foot, and tak 
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ing refuge up in the ſteep mountains, which 1776. 
they are able to run up almoſt. as nimbly as January. 


Ibaboons or monkies. From whence they roll "= 
down large ſtones, on any one that is impru- 
dent enough to follow them. The approach 


of night gives them time to withdraw them- 
ſelves entirely from thoſe, parts, by ways and 
places with which none but themſelves are ac- 


guainted. Theſe banditti collect together in 
Wodics to the amount of ſome hundreds, from 


their hiding-places, and the clefts in the 
mountains, in order to commit freſh depreda- 
tions and robberies... One of the coloniſts, 
ho had been obliged to fly from theſe moun- 
ans, was at this time paſſing to Agter Brunt- 
- hogte with his family, ſervants, and cattle, 
n order to look out for a new habitation, 


He informed us, that the Baſhies-men grew 


bolder every day, and ſeemed to, increaſe in 
umbers, ſince people. had with greater ear- 
eſtneſs ſet- about extirpating them. It was 
is, doubtleſs, which has. occaſioned them 
0 collect together into large bodies, in order 
0 withitand the encroachments of the colo- 
its, who had already taken from them their 


delt dwelling. and bunting-places.. An in- 
lance was related of the Boſhies-men having 
beſieged a peaſant with his wife and children 
In their cottage, till at length he drove them 


f by repeatedly firing among them. They 
al lately carried off from a farmer the great- 
t part of his cattle. Not long before this, 
owever, they had ſuffered a conſiderable de- 
at in the following manner. Several far- 
ers, who perceived that they were not able 
0 get at the Boſhies- men by the uſual me- 
wods, ſhot a ſea cow, and took only the 

prime 
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1776. prime part of it for themſelves, leaving the 
January: reſt by way of bait ; they themſelves, in the 
SYP mean while, lying in ambuſh. The Boſhie. 

men with their wives and children, now came 
down from their hiding-places, with an intent 
to feaſt ſumptuouſly on the ſea-cow that ha 
been ſhot ; but the farmers, who came back 
again very unexpectedly, turned the feaſt into ii 
a ſcene of blood and flaughter.—Pregna 
women, and children in their tendereſt year, 
were not at this time, neither indeed are they h. 
ever, exempt from the effects of the hatrel Wi ti 
and ſpirit of vengeance conſtantly harboured BW y: 
by the coloniſts with reſpe& to the Boſhics N oo 
man nation; excepting ſuch, indeed, as ar Wiſp: 
marked out to be carried away into bondage, t 
Does a coloniſt at any time get ſight of: Mn: 
Boſhies-man, he takes fire immediately, and Wi cr 
ſpirits up his horſe and dogs, in order to hut Hof 
him with more ardour and fury than he wou poi 
a wolf or any other wild beaſt. On an open ing 
plain, a few coloniſts on horſeback are alway dis 
ſure to get the better of the greateſt number chu 
of Boſhies-men that can be brought together, None 
as the former always keep at the diſtance of ve. 
about a hundred or a hundred and fifty paces, Who! 
(juſt as they find it convenient) and charging Wand 
their heavy fire-arms with a very large kind colo 
of ſhot, jump off their horſes, and reſt their Mecrue 
pieces in their uſual manner on their ram- in t. 
rods, in order that they may ſhoot with the Wien 
greater certainty ; fo that the balls diſcharged {Wer 
by them will ſometimes, as I have been aflur- Wi al 
ed, go through the bodies of fix, ſeven, ot Wot b 
eight of the enemy at a time, eſpecially a5 Nupor 
theſe latter know no better than to keep cloſe 
together in a. body, It is true, that, on m lt 
3s | other 
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the other hand, the Boſhies-men can ſhoot their 1776, 

1 the arrows to the diſtance of about two hundred January. 
hies. paces, but with a very uncertain aim, as the 
came WF arrow mult firſt neceſſarily make a curve in 

ntent WW the air; and ſhould it even at that diſtance 


t had i chance to bit any of the farmers, it is not 
back WW able to go through his hat, or his ordinary 
t into inen or coarſe woollen coat. 


onant 
years In the diſtrict of Sneeuwberg the land- draſt 
> ther has appointed one of the farmers, with the 
atred WW title of veld- corporal, to command in theſe 
ourel N wars, and, as occaſion may require, to order 
ſhics WW out the country people alternately in ſeparate 
is a parties, for the purpoſe of defending the coun- 
dage, WW try againſt its original inhabitants. Govern- 
_ of : nent, indeed, has no farther part in the 
„ and cruelties exerciſed by its ſubjects, than that 
> Hunt of taking no cognizance of them; but in this 
wou point it has been certainly too remiſs, in leav- 
open Ning a whole nation to the mercy of every in- 
wan dvidual peaſant, or in fact, of every one that 
1mber chuſes to invade their land; as of ſuch people 
ether, one might naturally expect, that intereſted 
ice ders, and an unbridled ſpirit of revenge, 
paces, {Would prevail over the dictates of prudence 
urging Wand humanity. I am far from accuſing all the 
kind Mſcoloniſts of having a hand in theſe and other 
their Wervelties, which are too frequently committed 
ram -· in this quarter of the globe. While ſome of 
th the tdem plumed themſelves upon them, there 
arged vere many who, on the contrary, held them 
aflur- Win abomination, and feared leſt the vengeance 
en, ot of heaven ſhould, for all theſe crimes, fall 
ally as Wupon their land and their poſterity. 
) cloſe 
on the WY lt is $ true, that no endeavours have as yet 
other been 
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1776. been made to poliſh the Boſhies-man natives, Wl « 
January. and make them better men, and more uſeful I 
to the coloniſts ; but if we may form any WW 

judgment from the diſpoſition. of thoſe who WF” 
have been hired into the coloniſts ſervice, o t 
have been made ſlaves of, and have not run ſt! 
away, this ſeems not impoſſible to be effected. d 
Yet, perhaps, the ſentiments that are com. WP: 
monly entertained to their diſadvantage, az ch 
well as the cruelties which have been hitherto N 
practiſed upon them, cannot but lay many iſ 
impediments in the way of an attempt of ths WW" 
nature. If what I have been aſſured by many iſ" 
be true, the Hottentots, who, originally, re le 
ſided at Agter Bruntjes-hoogte, lived peaceably 

with the Chriſtians who firſt migrated thither, 
They uſed likewiſe to perform the kindef WW" 


offices for the latter, and would frequently e 
unaſked in ſearch of a ſtray lamb, or the like, WW" 
belonging to the Chriſtians, and take it hom 
to them; but at length they had withdram 
themſelves, and now live concealed. in hole 
and corners up and down, this part of tbe 
country like other Boſhies-men, Yet, being 
fewer in number, they are not altogether f 
bold and daring. Their complexions being 
rather of a yellow caſt, they are conſideredas 
of a different nation, and have conſequent! 
been called Chineſe- or Sneſe-Hottentots. Ti 
chief abode of theſe fugitives. is on each fide 1 
of the two Viſch riviers. Many of them that "2 
1 ſaw had been good ſerviceable. ſlaves "3 
While we, like them, were ſtrolling up and by 
down between the two Viſch rivers, we came he 
occaſionally to the very ſpots, where the traces * 
of their extinguiſhed fires were plainly to be 4 


ſeen, with other marks of their being en- 
| camped 
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vez, camped there: and it would not, in my opi- | 1776. 
feu nion, have been difficult for them to have January. 
any lharraſſed us and done us much miſchieſ; but "I 
who vhether it was their ſtupidity, the mildneſs of 
„ of Wie! diſpoſitions, or their fears that withheld 
run them 1 know not, but they certainly did not 
ged. oo it. If, indeed, the mildneſs of their dif- 
com. Pofitions alone influence them in this matter, 
e, u beir conduct is by no means juſtifiable; for 
hero viewing it in this light, one may juſtly ſay, 
many that they commit a crime againſt themſelves, 
f this in leaving the coloniſts at peace, to purſue 
many them and make flaves of them at their own 
V l. liſure. | 
eably | | 
* ther Another and more conſiderable part of this 
indet oellow-ſKinned nation, is diſperſed over a tract 
ty g ot country eleven days journey in breadth, 
e like and ſituated more to the north than to the 
hom rorth-eaſt of the Viſch-riviers, near a river 
ane called Zomo, where ſome of them are ſaid to 
pole de occupied in the grazing and rearing of 
of the eite. Small parties of Chriſtians have, in- 
being deed, travelled through this country, and ſhot 
Look elephants there unmoleſted ; yet they have 
being mought it neceſſary, for their greater ſecurity, 
ered ſhut themſelves up at night in their wag- 
juenth gons, as in a caſtle. 
„ The 
ch fide The more conſiderable rivers which run 
m tha tirough the country of the Sneſe;Hottentots, 
haves Ire laid to be only the following. f. Ramſi- 
up and ray, / Nu. Fay, Little Zomo, Great Zomo, at 
- camd Taich latter another country belonging to a 
e traces afferent nation commences. Theſe rivers 
y to be 15 reported to flow from north to ſouth and 
ag en- outh-caſt, down towards the ſea, whither 
they 


camped 
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one day's journey. From hence to Little Zam 
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they run probably all together through the 
country called Caffer-land. From Rau. Tic 
or the great fiſn- river, to / Aamſi- t Ray, or the 
white river, they reckon ſeven days journey; 
every day's journey being reckoned at aboye 
forty-five miles, or eight hours briſk drivin 
of oxen without ſtopping. From thence 9 
? Nu: t Ray, or the black river, it is reckone( 


or the little Watery-eyed river, it is two day 
journey; and from this to Great Zomo, 
the great Watery-eye, it is half a day. In thi 
river, which is one of the largeſt, there is (ai 
to be a great number of green ſtones, ſome d 
which the perſon who gave me this inform 
tion, carried with him to the Cape, and ſol 
them to a dealer there, who fold them again 
and made preſents of them to travellen 
They were, in all probability, of very littk 
value. EA: 


On the other ſide of Zomo dwells anothe 
nation, who, by the Sneſe-Hottentots, art 
called Tambukis, and are ſaid by them to r-B., 
ſemble themſelves in complexion and dre g 
but to be a powerful and warlike people . 
Adjoining to this nation, towards the north n 
there is, according to them, a ſtill more w. Id 
like and intrepid people, whom they cali. 


Mambukis, , Such coloniſts as have viſited .; 


Zomo-river, have obſerved, about two day 
Journey to the northward of it, a mountall 
that threw out a great quantity of ſmoke. 
The Sneſe-Hottentots informed me, that the 
Tambukis had furnaces there for the purpolc 
of ſmelting a ſpecies of metal, which the) 


forge and make into ornaments of 1 
kin 87 
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kinds, hiring the Sneſe-Hottentots to-carry-in 
h the the wood which they uſe in theſe ſmeltings, 
l have frequently ſeen the Sneſe-Hottentots at 
or the Bruntjes-hoogte with ear-rings of this metal, 
Ine); ad of the form exhibited in Plate I. Vol. I. 
abo Ig. 8. and 9. In external appearance they 
ri e rtemble piſtole gold; but from the aſſay 
ce nade on one of theſe rings by M. Von Exo- 
Konel r goru, counſellor of the mines, they ap- 


2. pear to be merely a mixture of copper and 
o day 
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That ſingular animal, the unicorn, which 
; uſually repreſented like a horſe with a horn 
nits forehead, has been found delineated by 
the Sneſe-Hottentots on the plain ſurface of a 
ock ſomewhere in that country, though in 
b uncouth and artleſs a ſtyle, as might natu- 
ally be expected from ſo rude and unpoliſhed 
people. Jaco KoR, that great traveller and 
bſerver of nature, whom I have had occaſion 
o mention before, Vol. I. is my only inform- 
on this ſubject. The Sneſe-Hottentots told 
im, that by this ſketch they meant to repre- 
nt an animal, which, in point of reſem- 
lance, came neareſt to the horſes on which 
e and his train rode, but which at the ſame 
me had a horn in its forehead. To this they 
ded, that theſe creatures were rare, ex- 
femely ſwift of foot, furious and dangerous 
that, when they went out after them they. 
id not dare to attack them at cloſe quarters, 
or appear before them on the open plains, 
ut were obliged to clamber up ſome high 
it or rock, and there make a clattering 
vile ; by which means they knew that the 
falt, being of a curious diſpoſition, would 

be 
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C 
1776. be enticed towards the ſpot, when they migh, WF 
January. without danger, deſtroy it by means of thei > nk 
E poiſoned arrows. It ſhould feem, that a rude 
and'barbarous people 'hke the Chineſe- Ho. * 
tentots, could not eaſily invent, and, by the ls, the 
mere force of imagination, repreſent to then fed a 
ſelves "ſuch beings, and at the ſame time þ 0 
circumſtantially relate the manner in hid de cafe 
they hunted them. Still leſs credible is bass rer 
that theſe ſavages ſhould have been able (0 ſeems li] 
preſerve any remembrance of the records andients 
traditions of former times concerning this ani "FRE 
mal. Neither is it any wonder, - that a {ketd ſcton, 
of the unicorn ſhould be ſeen here only! medley, 
one place. For, generally ſpeaking, a nung When w 
ſees little or nothing in paffing through ty 
country, Which is only reſorted to for ti animal, | 
purpoſe: of hunting elephants. Nou 1 pant, h. 
happened to touch upen the fubjec of MH lk ewi 
elephant, it is worth while to remark, bare bee 
even this, the largeft 'of all animals on 0; 
face of tlie globe, which is ſo common andere wil 
much ſought after in Africa, and fo frequaMycr be. 
ly tamed, and at the fame time ſo much uligcrcator o. 
and conſequently ſo well known in Aſia, preſent, v 
been hitherto, as it were, unknown, and Mad hiding 
fubject of much diſpute with reſpect to an ng extrac 
ſential point, I mean the manner of its che 14th 
lation, as I have before related in Vol. 1. unt of 
is therefore not much to be wondered at, ich it ;. 
we ſhovld know nothing of an animal lels! llerting i1 
bulk, and much leſs common. And thous in the i. 


I ſhould object to the teftrmony given me het an ima 
my informer, as well as to that of the Chinely 

* Hottentots, in regard to the unicorn, yet Ul « 4,4 
443 exiſtence of it ſhould not on that account Me partib 
; bo | locke "ves, 1d 
I Vor. II. 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


looked upon as a fable, notwithſtanding it is 
not known to theſe more modern times. 


It is but a few years fince the cameloparda- 
lis, the talleſt of all quadrupeds, when mea- 
ſured at the fore-part, has been made freſh 
mention of by naturaliſts ; this too has been 
the caſe with the gnu. A repreſentation of 
this remarkable animal, the camelopardalis, 
ſeems likewiſe to have been given us by the 
antients; but who, till theſe our times, never 
conſide red it in any other light than that of a 
fiction, a monſter, or, at leaſt, a monſtrous 
medley, exiſting only in the imagination. 
When we conſider, moreover, that the Hippo- 
potamus, which in all probability is a larger 
animal, though ſomewhat lower than the ele- 
ant, has been hitherto very little Known; 
g likewiſe that, till the preſent moment, we 
have been almoſt utter ſtrangers even to the 
rbinoceros bicornis, may we not expect that 
there will be a time when the unicorn and all 
other beaſts and inſets, animated by the 
Lreator of all things, but unknown to us at 
preſent, will be brought out of their holes 
and hiding-places into the light? The follow- 
ig extract of a letter from M. PALL as, dated 
te 14th of December, 1778, which, on ac- 
ount of the good ſenſe and inſtruction with 
mich it is replete, I ſhall take the liberty of 
ilerting in this place, will ſerve to confirm 
in the idea, that the unicorn is a real, and 
ot an imaginary animal. 


WM © Quod monocerotem in interioribus Afri- 
We partibus etiamnum latere ſuſpicionem 
oves, id quidem mihi haud inexpectatum ; 

Vor. II. 
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1776. certoque jamdudum perſuaſus ſum, non ex 
January. nihilo apud veteres illam fuiſſe famam; ſed 
vel caſu unicornes antilopas, de quibus in 

XII. Faſciculo Spicilegiorum dix1, anſam de. 
difſe, vel peculiarem forte ſpeciem unicornen, 
nobis hucuſque ignotam, antiquitus innotuiſk, 
quando interiora Africæ itineratoribus Euro. 
pæis erant frequentiora. Si non incidiſh 
forſan in locum relationis Ludovici Barthemy, 
ubi Monocerotes duos Meccæ ad templum, i 
theriotrophæo viſos, deſcribit; vide illan, 
quæſo, in Vol. I. collection. Ramuſn, y 
151. Neſcio quid hominem excitare potui 
ſet ad fingenda, que ibi retulit, quæque nar 
ita male coherent.” ' 


I have not as yet been able to procure: 
ſight of the Collectiones Ramuſti referred to by 
M. ParLas *.—With reſpect to other py 

| | culatz 


* The paſſage in VAR T HEMA here referred to us 
follows: ; 

Da un altra banda del dicto tempio e una mum 
nella quale ſta dentro dui unicorni vivi & I ſe non 
per cola grandiflima come è certo. Li quali diro come q 
facti. El maggior facto como un polledro di trenta me 
ba uno corro nella fronte, el quale corno fie circa tre brat 
cia di longhera. L'altro unicorno fie come ſerio un polled 
de uno anno, & ha un corno longo circa quatro pa lmi. | 
colore del dicto animale fie come un cavallo ſaginato ſeu: 
& ha la teſta come un ccrvo & ha el collo non molto lorg 
con elſchuna crina rara & curta che pendeno ad una banda: 
& ha la gamba ſottile & aſciuta come un capriolo: el pe 
ſuo & un poco ſeſſo davanti & longia è caprina : & ha cen 


peli dalla banda di dietro veramenti gueſta moſtra de ele 

Oo - . * * 0 - q 
un ferociſſima & deſerio animale. Et queſti dut 15 
furono preſentati allo Soldano della Mecha, per ja pui ve 


cola ch' hoggi le trovi al modi & per piu ricco _—_ 
quali furono mandati da uno Re de Ethiopia: zoe da 

Re Moro, el quale li fece queſto preſente per fare pare 
ly con el dicto Soldano de la Mecha.“ 
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CAPE or GOOD HOPE, 163 
culars, I have been informed by the coloniſts 1776. 
t Agter Bruntjes Hoogte, that the tract of January. 
country lying between them and Zomo, or the 
ſambukis, conſiſted in a great meaſure of very 

| extenſive and barren plains ; that the farther 
they went to the north, the leſs they knew of 
the vegetables produced by it; that there 
grew in theſe parts a kind ot blood-tree, &c. 
that if one travelled from the upper part of 


« On the other fide of the temple there is a court-yard 
encompaſſed with high walls, where we ſaw two unicorns, 
which were ſhewn as great rarities, and indeed are fit ſub- 
ect for admiration. The form of them is as follows. The 
larger one reſembles a foal of two years and a half old, and 
| has a horn in its forehead about three cubits in length. 
The other unicorn was leſs, being nearly as big as a foal of 
2 year old, and had a horn about four palms long. The 
colour of this animal is that of a dark dun horſe; it. head 
b like that of a ſtag, its neck of a moderate length, furniſh- 
ed with ſome thinly ſcattered ſhort hairs that hang down 
on one ſide : its legs are long and ſlender like thoſe of a 
we; the feet are ſomewhat cloven in the fore part, and 
the hoofs are like thoſe of a goat. It has on the back part 
of its legs a great quantity of hair, a circumſtance which 
gives this animal a fierce appearance; though, in fact, the 
beaſt is tame and gentle in its nature. Both the animals 
vere preſented to the Sultan of Mecca as very great rari- 
ties, (and which are to be found in very few parts of the 
globe,) by an Ethiopian King, who ſought for the Sultans 
endſhip.” 

The preceding paſſage is extracted from the original, 
n the library of the Preſident of the Royal Society. The 
book irſelf, the title of which is as follows, Itinerario de 
ludbvico de Varthema, Bologneſe, ne lo Egypto, ne lo Suria, 
me la Arabia, Efc. (Venezia, 1517, 8vg.) is extremely 
ſearce, and does not appear to have been ſeen either by M. 
las, Dr, SpARMAN, or his German commentator 
Mr. Fos ER. The tranſlation of this paſſage is made from 
Rarusto, who has modernized this author, or rather re- 
tranſlated him from a Latin verſion, which is itſelf a tranſ- 
lation only from the Spaniſh ; ſo that the Italian original 
muſt have been loſt for ſome time. 
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| 
1776. Viſch-rivier more to the ſouth-eaſt, or to the 
January. Caffre ſide of the country, one would come to The 
a river called Konap, which was ſuppoſed to of Gre 
run into Yiſch-rivier ; but two days journey i habitar 
farther on, going from Konap-river toward; Wi breedir 
the north-eaſt, there was a river called Rai. in rear! 
kamma, which derived its ſource from 1 Hotten 
mountain known to the coloniſts by the name well ru 
of the Bambus-berg, or Bamboo-mountzin, il become 
from the circumſtance of a ſort of reeds „bass, a 
bamboos growing upon it, which were ver poſed « 
much prized by them, for the purpoſe d cow-du: 
making handles for their long whips, of {mal 
Groote-rivier, or Great river, is ſaid to h The 
the largeſt river in Africa, and to be no other. ſhields 
wiſe known than from the accounts of til © that 
Hottentots. It is reported to contain a gredt and ligh 
number of ſea-cows or river-horſes, which were and rath 
very bold and daring; ſo that it cannot, with neated 
out danger, be navigated for the purpoſe d [have 4 
farthe: exploring the*country. It is ſuppoſe being n 
to lie directly to the northward, at the diſtum ** 
of eight or ten days journey from the Snetuu. 
bergen. It was ſaid to rite in the eaſt, and The x 
run on (trait towards the north, It is probabl: chiefs, 
that this river ſoon after turns off to the vel of their 
and the ſouth, and is the ſame Groote. riui the lame 
which 1 bave inſerted in my map, on the a luority 
thority of M. HENRY Hor's Fournal of 1 and, tl 
Expedition made to the Di/?ridt of Anamagquas, pub It is ſaid 
liſhed in a compilation called Nouvelle Deſert ach oth 
tion du Cap de bonne Eſperance, which I quot loners tl 
deer, however, maſt al! 
confounded with another of the ſame name u © d 
which empties itſelf at the eaſtern ſhore d monitior 
Africa and che Caffre coaſt. for the 
| Jener 
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The country of the Caffres lies to the caſt 
of Great Viſch-rivier, next the coaſt, Its in- 
habitants, the Caffres, have no notion of the 
breeding of ſheep, employing themſelves only 
in rearing horned cattle, and, like the Gonaquas 
Hottentots, wearing cow-hides, which are 
well rubbed and dreſſed with greaſe, till they 
become ſoft and pliable. Their houſes, or 
| huts, are ſaid to be ſmall and ſquare, com- 
poſed of rods, and covered with clay and 


cow-dung, which gives them the appearance 
of ſmall ſtone-houſes. 


| The weapons of the Caffres are merely 
| ſhields made of ſole-leather, and haſſagais, 
or that kind of javelin conſiſting of a ſlender 
and light wooden ſhaft, headed with a broad 
and rather heavy iron plate, which I have de- 
neated in Plate II. Vol. I. fig. 1 and 2, and 
have mentioned at page 10 of this volume, as 


being made uſe of by the Gonaquas Hotten- 
tots. 


The nation is governed by many different 
chiefs, who probably have all the property 
of their ſubjects veſted in themſelves, and at 
the ſame time have an abſolute unlimited au- 
thority over them. As far as I could under- 
ſtand, their ſtate and power are hereditary. 
It is ſaid that they are frequently at war with 
each other, and that they always kill the pri- 
loners they have taken. But if a chief ſhould 
chance to fall into the enemy's hands, he is not 
put to death, but is ſent back again with ad- 
monitions to behave himſelf more peaceably 
tor the future. The occaſion of their wars 
s generally the ſame as in other parts of the 

globe, 
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1776. globe, viz. either a want of the common ſen. 


January. timents of humanity in one of the contending 


owers, or their arrogant and rapacious diſpe. 
ſition, or elſe ſome bone of contention which 
they cannot on either ſide perſuade themſelves 
to give up, without ſhedding their own blood 
and that of their fellow- creatures. It is even 
ſaid, that a ſtolen or ſtray calf, or one grazing 
upon the territories of a neighbouring country, 
and other matters equally trifling, will ſome. 
times be ſufficient to ſet two or more nations 
together by the ears. Neither of the parties 
however, carries their revenge ſo far as to ex. 
tirpate the other, but 1s ſatisfied when the ad. 
verſary yields the day and ſues for peace. 


The Dutch coloniſts have, by means of the 
following incident, of which I do not remens 
ber exactly the year, inſpired the Caffre nat. 
on with no {mall degree of terror. A mand 
the name of HeuyeexAER, made an exped. 
tion, at the head of a ſmall party of farmen 
into the Caffre country, in order to ſhoot ele 
phants. The Caffres, who took a fancy to the 
iron-work of their waggons, and ſome other 
articles they had with them, came in a body, 
conſiſting of ſeveral hundred men, and threv 
on a ſudden ſuch a number of darts amony 
the coloniſts, that the major part of then 
were killed; and a dart likewiſe pierced 
through the tilt of a waggon and killed Hezve- 
PENAER, Who was fitting in it, The blame 
of this was in a great meaſure thrown upon 
HEVUPPENVAER, who was too high ſpirited te 
ſhew any fear, and, agreeably to the advice 
of his companions, take to his weapons It 
time, One of them, who was ſaid til] to be 
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ring in the colony, had eſcaped, though half 1776. 


dtowned, by hiding himſelf for the ſpace of 
EF twenty-four hours under a large water-fa!l. 
Two others found an opportunity of riding 
away, and afterwards harraſſing the Caffres a 
long time on the plain, by jumping, whene- 
WP vcr they came near a party of the ſavages, off 
W their horſes at intervals, in order to take a bet- 
W tcr aim, by which means they killed ſeveral at 
one ſhot. This fracas, and the manner in which 
WT it was revenged, have taught the Caffres ever 
WE ſince, to lay a greater reſtraint on their deſires 
or the iron- work of the coloniſts waggons, 


TS 
1 
A 
3 
ov 
2 
«oY 
Al 
* 


In Lange-kloof I met with a farmer who was 
jut come back alone from this country, and 
bad brought with him ſeveral elephants teeth. 
h return for ſome tobacco with which he had 
WE preſented a Caffre prince, this latter had or- 
dered his Subjects to ſhew him the places 
where the elephants were to be found. 


in my map I have called a tract of country, 
ſtuated towards the mouth of Groote Viſch- 
vier, by the name of King Ruyter's Craall, 
Wn commemoration of a Hottentot king, or, 
as he was ſtyled by the coloniſts, a Hottentot 
captain, called RuyTzR. I have met with ſe- 
reral Chriſtians who had paid a viſit to this re- 
markable man, and related to me his life and 
alventures, which in brief are as follows. 
Wiile he was in ſervice at a farmer's at Rogge- 
veld, he happened to have a quarrel with ano- 
ther Hottentot, his companion, and murdered 
lim; and as he was apprehenſive of being, 
apreeably to the laws of the colony, hanged 


for this action, he ran away. After a variety 
of 
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1776. 


January. 
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of adventures, he arrived at length in that {Win with 
part of the country which lies near Boſhies. Nis diſpo 
man g rivier, where, by his intrepidity, he raiſ. ur tha 
ed himſelf to be the chief of a party of Boſhic- Mf your 
men, or Hottentot rangers. At the head of ne for h 
theſe he ſubdued ſeveral other tribes, and af Nommitte 
terwards had the art to make them take arm; o kill a 
againſt the Caffres, by exciting in them any a 
miſtruſt of each other; and at the ſame tine Mchaved 
inſpiring them with a high opinion of himſeh urn for 
as being of ſo great importance to them in the Wſhreſentec 
capacity of their chief or leader, that they Hates of 
could not poſſibly do without him; eſpecially ot live 
as he ſupplied them with plunder, and taught ie Caffr 
them a method of rearing their eattle, better Herred hi 
in both caſes than ever they had been accu. uſctul 
tomed to. lous he 
| powerful 
While by ſuch conduct he rendered himſei Mid, that 
highly formidable to the Caffres, he took care, ind at t. 
by inflicting the puniſhment of death on h bem wit 
ſubjects for the leaſt fault, or even on the leat Wſrroganc; 
ſuſpicion of a fault, to exact (and for a long imſelf, 
time to enjoy) the moſt ſervile ſubmiſlioWWagabonc 
and implicit obedience from the ſimple uncu-Whowever, 
tivated mortals he had collected together em as v 
order to tyrannize over. He uſed frequen ent, ole 
with his own hand to put to death one or moet a mo 
of theſe flaviſh vaſſals, and would immediate) onſiſting 
throw his javelin through the body of any dont to r 
his attendants, that heſitated at his nod to H the me 
patch the man whom he had marked out as his eye 
victim of his revengeful and cruel diſpoſition Ry of t. 
Willing tc 
Excluſive of the dictates of a falſe and il 6 

judged policy, perhaps the natural turn of tit The « 
tyrant's mind induced him to be guilty of thWvlich th 


cruelties ; but when the Chriſtians reproache 
| | im 


* 
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un with the barbarity and blood-thirſtineſs of 1776. 
. ;s diſpoſition, he replied, © it was in a lucky January. 
or that 1 conveyed myſelf out of the reach 
pf your authority. You would have hanged 
Nee for having killed my antagoniſt as if I had 
amitted a crime, when at the ſame time, 
Wo kill an enemy is reckoned a laudable and 
Wanly action.” To the coloniſts he always 
caved as a true and faithful ally; and in re- 
in for the tobacco and other articles they 
Wrccnted him with, ufed to help them to make 
as of ſuch ſtraggling Boſhies-men as did 
ot live under his juriſdiction. By keeping 
the Caffres at a proper diſtance, he not only 
erved his own turn, but was likewiſe extreme- 
yuſetul to the coloniſts. But however cau- 
lous he was to maintain peace with his more 
powerful neighbours the Chriſtians, yet it is 
ad, that when he was in the meridian of life, 
ad at the zienth of his power, he received 
em with an uncommon degree of pride and 
arrogance ; which, as my informer expreſted 
himſelf, they could not eafily digeſt from a 
gabond fheep-ſhin prince. He ſucceeded, 
however, in Keeping up his importance with 
them as well as with his own people. At pre- 
ent, old and infirm, and barely director 
of a more inconſiderable and freer ſociety, 
onſiſting of about two hundred people, he is 
vont to receive his old Chriſtian acquaintance 
n the moſt friendly manner, and, with tears 
n his eyes, to aſk for tobacco, no longer by 
way of tribute, but as a preſent, which he is 
villing to receive from their bounty. 
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The deſpotic and tyrannical conduct by 
; wich this chief made himſelf ſo famous, _ 
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" 1775: for ſome time ſo powerful and ſo much feared, F his th 
74 January. js probably the occaſion of his being reduce 1throt 
by | ◻ tothe low ſtate in which he is at preſent ; ad, ſuppe 
4 it is imagined, will bring him to a {till moe ilities 
44 abje& and lower condition, This great ma iſh;»/i( | 
44 may, perhaps, at laſt come to the miſerable 
By ſituation of the lion in the fable. Another cad The r. 
1 of his preſent degradation is as follows; H res ar 
77 ſubjects weary of the ambition and levere diſco affres, 
97 pline of their chief, took the opportunity e of da 
3s deſerting him, at the time when be was gallant) y effect 
Fi marching at the head of them againſt the (iy nac 
fres. Being no longer ſo ſwift of foot as he i then 
in his youth, he was not able to make his cſca or; ſo t 
and was conſequently taken priſoner; but ei antay 
ing recognized as a chief, his lite, accord pick up 
to the cuſtom I have before mentioned, as De thro\ 
ing eſtabliſhed among the Caffres, was ſpati W:fres, n. 
and he was ſent back to his people; yet e leathe 
without menaces of having his eyes put o bole of 
if ever he ſhould riſe againſt them in arms rinking t 
future, This misfortune, and the falutanWnpag, 
leſſon given him by his enemies, were 10800 + 
efficacious, however, as ſoon as he had again when 
collected together a number of his people, WM :4ual e 
divert his hoſtile intentions againſt the Caflres ntinually 
It was ſaid, that he had lately endeavoured ey cannc 
ſpirit up another petty Boſhies-man chief agailifine to kee 
them, and had received from him promiſes roy a+ + 
aſſiſtance, as ſoon as he could get iron to heats, Th. 
5 his arrows with, and make the other neceſſu o are wi 
* preparations, They were apprehenſive, uch for t. 
18 not without reaſon, that the old tyrant in them at a £ 
"he intended expedition of his would meet WW their be 
1 that death, which, tired of himſelf and | ouph the) 
„ adverſe fortune, he ſeemed to be in ſearch Ha woune 
TY He had, according to the cuſtom prevaleiWe yet mor 


among the Hottentots, appointed the young! 
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c his three ſons to be heir to his poſſeſſions 1976. 
WW. throne. Neither of the three, however, January. 
W.; (uppoſed to inherit the father's talents and 2 
ies in a ſufficient degree, to be able to 

bh himſelf on the throne. 


The reſpective methods of fighting of the 
iffres and Hottentots are very different. The 
affres, as we have mentioned above, make 
ſe of darts, which they cannot employ with 
y effect at a greater diſtance than twenty or | 
irry paces. Of theſe darts they do not carry 
u them into the field more than three or 
Wur; ſo that they are ſoon diſarmed, in caſe 
cir antagoniſts are bold and nimble enough 
pick up theſe weapons as ſoon as the Caffres 
ve thrown them out of their hands. The 
afres, moreover, uſe a ſhield made of ſhoe- 
Ie leather, and large enough to cover the 
bole of their bodies completely, on their 
nnking themſelves up into a rather ſmaller 
dmpaſs. I have ſeen a baſtard Caffre go 
rough this exerciſe with theſe weapons; 
om whence I conclude, that when they are 
actual engagement, they. ſhift their bodies 
ntinually from one fide to the other, ſo that 
ey cannot eaſily be hit, taking care all this 
ne to keep haſſagais or darts in readineſs, to 
ow at the unguarded part of their antago- 
ts. The Boſhies-men, on the other hand, 
bo are without any ſhields, are more than a 
uch for the Caffres, as long as they can keep 
emat a good diſtance from them by means 
their bows and poiſoned arrows, which, 
ugh they do not immediately make fo pain- 
a wound, as the haſſagais of the Caffres, 
© yet more dangerous in the end. 
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ö "4 eople m 
1776. It was in conſequence of this circumſtang fron 
January. that RuvrER's Boſhies-men beat the Caffe Wake 
for ſo long a time. It has therefore been \ Ange! 
matter of wonder, that the Caftres have e bout 
learned the uſe of the bow and arrow, in it HF 
manner as their enemies the Boſhies-ma bad, by 
This manner of fighting does not ſeem to n * laid 
quire great courage, nor indeed does it app iſe turn 
calculated to give either nation a diſpoſit o by Pl, 
to it. e Cape. 
S Tz 
If I may be allowed to judge, from twoi by-road, 
ſtances, the ſlaves of the Chriſtians are d ' the fi 
much more warlike turn. Theſe, conſequen Win 
ly, when they elope from their maſter's the ſalt 
vice, are ſure to be well received and prott 
ed by the Caffres. At leaſt, a Caffre prin Theſe t. 
notwithitanding that he had a handſome © Ine, 
ſideration offered him, had juſt before out e Cape; 
rival in theſe parts, refuſed to deliver upt = 
ſlaves belonging to the Chriſtians ; alledgiy hich the 
by way of giving a reaſon for his refuſal, ti habited, 
they were his beſt warriors.  paſturay 
a ater; pa 
Before I proceed, agreeably to the orange to f 
my journal, to ſpeak of Agter Bruntjes-bu that ſo! 
where lived for ſome time, I muſt juſt me trely dr 
tion the following particulars relative to a. greate 
vince immediately bordering upon it. on of thi 
| + Wii th 
Camdebo is an arid, flat, Carrow- like trad * as 
country, inhabited by Chriſtians, who Wc): other 
chiefly employed in rearing cattle, be "Wd no: ab 
trict is laid to extend as far as the ſouth f. / Barron 
the Snecuw mountains. From the noo iſh, hac 
and accounts that were given me, [ had" derations 


down in my map two different roads, by wil 
peo 
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eople may go to the Cape through Camdebo, 1776. 
oh from Agter Bruntjes-hoogte and from the January. 
W.-:uwberger. The north road is ſaid to go 
& 4ngthon-veld, Rau-veld, and Bokke-veld. 
he ſouthern way goes downwards to Oli- 
Wnt s-rivier, and ſo along that to the high 
ad, by which I went myſelf, and which I 
Nee laid down in my map. You may like- 
ie turn out of this ſouthern road before, and 
Wo by P/atte-kloof, Hex-rivier, and ſo on to 
e Cape. The inhabitants of Camdebo and 
neuwbers have likewiſe, it is ſaid, found out 
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WW by-road, though rough and intricate, down + 
the fide of Zondags-rivier to Zwartkops- 4 
or, in order to provide themſelves with ſalt 6 0H 
be ſalt-pits deſcribed above. ith 
beſe two roads, through Camdebo, &c. are, wh 
true, the neareſt from Bruntjes-hoogte to *W 
e (ape; and in fact, the only road that peo- ö 1 
le take, But the tracts of country through vp 
lich they are carried, are ſaid to be but little + 
Itabited, very arid, and deficient in reſpect = 
d paſturage, and ſtill, more ſo in the article of | F wa 
ater; particularly that year, which was ſup- . 


ſled to be the drieſt in the memory of man, _ 
that ſome particular watering-places were a 
ltirely dried up. I was told of a traveller, 
e greater part of whoſe oxen had, on occa- 
on of this circumſtance, fainted and died up- 
ithe road. Conſequently, our beaſts, which, 
ere too few in number to be able to relieve 
ach other much, by this time wearied out, 
d not uſed to put up with the dry buſhes of 
e Carrow country, were the more likely to 
iſh, had we not, on the ſcore of theſe con- 
derations, ſuffered ourſelves to be entirely 
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1776. diſſuaded from travelling by theſe roads. 
January. as likewiſe obliged to give up all though 
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of viſiting Sneeuwberg and Camdebo, on x 
count of the diſorder among the horſes, whig 
was ſaid at this time to be very rife, and hy 
already reached almoit as far as to 4% 


Bruntjes-hoogte. In this place, moreowli 


there were many birds, inſets, and anima 
which I had not ſeen in. other parts, a 
which gave me ſufficient employment. h 
ſides, my preſent hoſt, who wiſhed to ke 
me with him for the ſake of two people wh 
were ſick in his houſe, was extremely ci 
to me, and aſſiſted me greatly in my reſeatd 
es; and, together with one of his ſons u 
his ſon-in-law, accompanied me afterwut 
on a hunting-party down Yiſch-rivier, whi 
laſted for a fortnight, and of which | f 


give an account hereafter. 


Having ſo many ſubjects to employ my 
upon, I was almoſt tempted to remain he 
during the winter, in order to make 2 ti 
the following ſpring to the Tambuki mi 
and at the ſame time to go in quelt of t 
unicorn. in fact, both Mr. IMMELMAN al 
myſelf endeavoured to perſuade ſeveral ft 
mers to equip themſelves for this undertakin 
This ſcheme they had no great objection t 
but could not give me a poſitive anſwer 
the ſubject; and indeed, after a more mati 
conſideration of the matter I found, that Ii 
neither money nor gunpowder ſufhcient i 
the purpoſe, not to mention many other go 
reaſons which prevented me from putting 
into execution. I was therefore oblige 
though ſore againſt my will, to give up! 

thoug 
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ovghts of this excurſion ; though afterwards 
was not very ſorry at having met with the 
appointment, being pretty well convinced, 
What another year's fatigue would not have 
Wonributed much more to my future hap- 
* neſs. 
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In the mean while, after an abſence of five 
ears ſpent in travels and voyages to various 
darts of the globe, I imagine it will ſcarcely 
Wc neceſſary ro make any excuſe for turning 
Wy thoughts likewiſe towards home. Happy 
f my humble endeavours ſhould excite other 
auraliſts ro purſue the ſame path with greater 
veces, and make us acquainted with the 
emaining curious and remarkable objects, 
hich are doubtleſs ſtill to be found in the 


uthern parts of Africa, 


Conſequently, Agter Bruntjes-hoogte is the 
orthernmoſt part that I viſited of the whole 
plony; and, in my opinion, it is likewiſe 
e molt pleaſant, There was ſtill remaining 
the ground, a more meadow-like verdure 
an is uſually ſeen in this country; a verdure 
at owed its exiſtence to the ſhelter that was 
forded to the ſoil by the thorny branches of 
be nimoſa nilotica, and was ſtill further en- 
ned by the numerous yellow bloſſoms of 
a plant, The great quantity of beautiful 
nal lillies, together with a peculiar para- 
plant of a blood-red hue, (deſcribed by 
e in the Swediſh Tranſact. for 1776, page 
7) which were now ſpringing out of their 
eds covered with a more verdant and luxuri- 
It herbage than the other parts of this coun- 
„ muſt doubtleſs, in the ſeaſon for their 

| blooming, 
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blooming, add ſtill more to the ſplendour 9 
this delightful ſcene. This, however, wu 
not a little augmented by a purling ſtream 
viz. Little Yiſch-rivier, which winds through 
this ſpot in ſportive meanders, On its bank 
beſides corn-fields, were ſeen, ſcattered 0 
and down, orchards and kitchen-gardens re. 
cently laid out, and ſome of them cut through 
with drains. Plantations, which though g 
yet inconſiderable, ſeemed, however, to pu 
miſe every thing to time and induſtry, Th 
houſes, far from intimidating the travellerh 
their ſplendid appearance, with the conſtrain 
ed pomp of antichambers and drawing- room 


were rather in the ſtyle of plain and ſimplil 


cottages; but, on the other hand, were ey 
vironed with the animated embelliſhments 
ſheep and cattle, and inhabited by people 
eaſy circumſtances; who, not with intereſt 
views, but with open arms received me al 
my companion, juſt arrived from the drei 
and inhoſpitable deſert, and charmed us wi 


their kind and friendly behaviour, 


The ſuperior degree of fertility, and ti 
more delightful verdure which I found het 
ought, perhaps, to be aſcribed to a ridge. 
mountains on the eaſt ſide of Little V 
rivier, which was interſected by beauti 
green vales interſperſed with woods. Thel 
mountains, by collecting the clouds togetit 
cauſed them to fall in refreſhing ſhowers! 
rain on the banks of the river that ran at the 
feet: and the ſuperior degree of fertility & 
caſioned by theſe circumſtances, invited 
only the antilopes and other animals of ! 


chaſe to this ſide of the country, but likes 
induce 
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induced various kinds of beautiful birds to 1776. 


reſort to it, and build their neſts in the trees January. 
— mwmmnd 


that grew eon the banks of the river. 


What contributes not a little to this fertility 
js, that the land is freſh, that is to ſay, not 
yet worn out by being too frequently and 
too cloſely grazed off by the numerous flocks 
and herds of the Chriſtians, Vide Vol. I. 
Chap. VI. 


All the coloniſts who follow the grazing 
Ibuſineſs, and particularly thoſe at Agter 
Pyuntjes-Hoogte, lead an eaſy and pleaſant 
life. One of theſe boors uſually puts to his 
ough eight or ten of his fat, or rather pam- 
ered oxen; and it is hardly to be conceived, 
ich what little trouble he gets into order a 
eld of a moderate ſize; and in conſequence 
ff his feeding ſo great a number of cattle, 
ow eaſily he can render it in the higheſt de- 
pree fertile. So that, always ſure of a rich 
aveſt from a ſoil not yet worn out, and ever 
grateful to the culture beſtowed upon it, he 
ay be almoſt ſaid merely to amuſe himſelf 
th the cultivation of it, for the bread he 
rants for himſelf and his family ; while many 
ther huſbandmen muſt ſweat and toil them- 
elves almoſt to death, both for what they uſe 
hemſelves, and for that which is conſumed 


ndolence. By his extenſive paſtures, and by 
irowing a ſufficient quantity of land into 
llage, he rears a conſiderable number of 
orſes, which frequently are uſed only a few 
sin a year, for the purpoſe of treading 
In and threſhing his corn. With plea- 
WE Yor, II. N ſure, 
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1776. ſure, but without the leaſt trouble to him gffici 
January. ſelf, he ſees the herds and flocks, which con- neſs, 
ſtitute his riches, daily and conſiderably in- ,þict 
creaſing. Theſe are driven to paſture and when 
home again by a few Hottentots or ſlave, bench 
who likewiſe make the butter; ſo that it ii backs 
almoſt only with the milking, that the far. leg 01 
mer, together with his wife and children knee: 
concern themſelves at all. To do this buſ: bow, 
neſs, however, he has no occaſion to riſe he. they ſi 
fore ſeven or eight o'clock in the morniqg at the 
and notwithſtanding his having enjoyed h mouth: 
bed ſo long in the morning, he can attozWW to graſ 
without neglecting any thing of conſequen elſe to 
to allow himſelf an afternoon's nap, which the cooling 
heat of the climate renders more agreed (ent to 
than it is in our northern regions. in this 
what ar 
That they might not put their arms group. 
bodies out of the ealy and commodious H ever, ir 
ture in which they had laid them on ol bein 
couch, they have been known to receiWone mi 
travellers lying quite ſtill and motion: variety 
excepting that they have very civilly pointe and ſofa 
out the road, by moving their foot to nuch m 
right or left. Profeſſor IHux BERG, who lM of inven 
had greater opportunities than I had of g 
ploring the warmer Carrow diſtricts, (v0 I rem 
Vol. I. Chap. VI.) where the inhabita chat a w. 
were ſtill” more indolent, has given me ho had 
account much to the ſame purpoſe, theleſs o 
| | | houſe, a 
The leaning of their arms on the table Wlimple c. 
meal times, is a cuſtom very common vi; vith fou. 
the coloniſts, and conſidered by them ® however 
very laudable one, and in this particularly Mnotwithf 
followed my hoſt's example; but I could "Wlot a le, 
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| {ficiently admire the inventive ſpirit of idle- 


neſs, exhibited in the voluptuous poſture in 
which they univerſally indulge themſelves 
when they ſmoke their pipes. Sitting on a 


bench or a chair without elbows, with their 


backs moderately bent, they lay their left 
leg over their right knee, and upon the left 
knee again thus raiſed, they reſt their left el- 
bow, while with the hand on the ſame ſide 
they ſupport their chin, or one of their cheeks, 


| at the ſame time holding their pipes in their 


mouths. Their right hand is then at liberty 
to graſp the ſmall of their left leg with, or 


E elle to convey now and then to their mouth a 


cooling draught of tea, Let the reader repre- 
ſent to himſelf ſeveral people ſitting together 
in this poſture, and he will readily conceive 
what an elegant figure they would make in a 
group. I never ſaw any of the fair ſex, how- 
ever, in a poſture of this kind. Among a ſet 
of beings ſo entirely devoted to their eaſe, 
one might naturally expect to meet with a 
variety of the moſt commodious eaſy chairs 
and ſofas; but the truth 1s, that they find it 
much more commodious to avoid the trouble 
of inventing and making them, 


| remarked as a very ſingular circumſtance, 
that a wealthy farmer at Agter Bruntjes-hoogte, 
who had plenty of timber to fell, had never- 
theleſs only one ricketty elbow-chair in his 
houſe, and a few ſcanty ſtools of the moſt 
imple conſtruction, made of a ſingle board, 
with four rough-hewn ill-ſhapen legs. What, 
however, was {till more ſingular, was, that 
notwithſtanding that one of theſe ſtools had 
loſt a leg, yet it was frequently made uſe of, 
N 2 to 
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Irtue at 


| 1776. to the endangering of the perſon's limbs v 

+M January. ſat upon it, without either the maſter of hit is n 
3M houſe or any of his three ſons, who were other, vint 
1 wife all alert enough at the chaſe, having" tbe 
+ ever once thought of mending it. Ny theſe pe 
4 did the inhabitants of this place exhhi viſe by 
21 much Jeſs ſimplicity and moderation, or ether q. 
130 ſpeak more properly, ſlovenlineſs and penuy married 
i . in their dreſs than in their furniture; neithe that the 
111 of which, therefore, were in any wiſe com. fair ſex. 
47Y fpondent to the large flocks and herds poſt Known, 
978 ſed by theſe graziers, and the - plentiful -P" 2919t 
. bles they could afford to keep in conſequem beit hu 
4 | of theſe poſſeſſions, The diſtance at whid plain 


they are from the Cape, may, indeed, þ 


ſome excuſe for their having no other earth by tl 
ware or china in their houſes, but what wi their PET 
cracked or broken; but this, methink nd pair 
ſhould not prevent them from being in p King 
ſeſſion of more than one or two old pemm ſo hat 
pots, and ſome few plates of the ſame met omely | 
ſo that two people are frequently obliged Ja this p 
eat out of one diſh, ufing it beſides for ev" Pnere ir 
different article of food that comes uf s, 2 
table. "Is 

Each gueſt muſt bring his knife with hin huſband 
and they frequently make uſe of their fingeſ 3 
inſtead of forks. The moſt wealthy fame, ed t 
here is conſidered as being well dreſſed in Piel 
jacket of home-made cloth, or ſomething a higt 
the kind made of any other coarſe cloth ad done 
breeches of undreſſed leather, woollen ſtock A == 
ings, a ſtriped waiſtcoat, a cotton handKkt « "ang 
chief about his neck, a coarſe callico fhit H ing 
Hottentot field-ſhoes, or elſe leathern ſhot we nec 
with braſs buckles, and a coarſe hat. Inde nleque 


Pas ur 
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Neis not in dreſs, but in the number and 1776. 
driving condition of their cattle, and chiefly January. 
Win the ſtoutneſs of their draught-oxen, that 
theſe peaſants vie with each other. It is like- 
W wi by activity and manly actions, and by 

other qualities, that render a man fit for the 
married ſtate, and the rearing of a family, 
bat the youth chiefly obtain the eſteem of the 
bar ex; none of whom likewiſe were ever 
Wknown, for the ſake of vying with each other 
Wn point of dreſs, to have endangered either 
er huſband's property or their own virtue. 
plain cloſe cap, and a coarſe cotton gown, 
Irtue and good houlewifery, are looked up- 
dn by the fair ſex as ſufficient ornaments for 
their perſons ; a flirting diſpoſition, coquetry 
Wand paint, would have very little effect in 
aking conqueſts of young men, brought up 
in ſo hardy a manner, and who have had fo 
homely and artleſs an education, as the youth 
In this place. In ſhort, one may here, if any 
mere in the world, lead an innocent, vir- 
tous, and happy life. 
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When in company with theſe plain artleſs 
huſbandmen, I uſed frequently to ſtart ſuch 
ſueſtions and ſubjects of converſation, as 
ended to give them a proper ſenſe of the 
Ppineſs of their ſituation, and make them 
fa higher value upon it, than they perhaps 
ad done before. Indeed, I thought I could 
ot more properly or more agreeably employ 
le little Dutch I had learned, than in per- 
lading the good people among whom I 
YJourned, to be content with their lot, and 
onlequently to be happy. One day, when 
as urging this point, I received the fol- 

lowing 
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lowing pertinent, but kind reply, from a dif. 


January. ereet- ſenſible woman, who was daughter i 


an inferior magiſtrate at Zwellendam, and vu 
married to a yeoman in this place. 


«© My good friend, ſaid ſhe, you talk ik 


a prudent ſenſible man; I am quite of you 


opinion, and wiſh you every happineſs thy 


can attend you: why need you wander ai 


longer up and down the world in quelt q 
happineſs? You find it here, and are welcone 
to enjoy it among us. You have already 
waggon, oxen, and ſaddle horſes; theſe; 
the chief things requiſite in order to ſet up 
farmer; there are yet uncultivated plc 
enough in this neighbourhood, proper eith 

for paſture or tillage, ſo that you may choik 
out of an extenſive tract of land the ſpot ti 

pleaſes you beſt, Here are people -enouyl 
who will ſend you that part of their cattlet 
keep which they cannot conveniently lod 
after themſelves, on condition that you fi 
have the young ones produced by them f 
your trouble. In this way, many young 
ginners have acquired a competency in at 
years, With your knowledge of diforde 
and plants, you may render yourſelf ſervit 
able to your neighbours, and now and tht 
get a heifer or a calf. In ſhort, I will wer 
ture to propheſy, that you will ſoon bw 
cows and ſheep in abundance, Yet there 


ſtill ſomewhat wanting, which is moſt eſſa 
tial to your happineſs; this is, a prudent al 
diſcreet wife: take my advice and look abo 
you, and I will take upon me to aſſure 30 
that you will not long be without one in td 


Tit 


country.” 
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This advice, ſo conſonant to the voice of 1776. 
ature, and coming with ſuch kind intention January. 
om the fair ſex, could not but greatly affect 

me: it is remarkable, however, that the poor 

woman who gave it me, had herſelf a bad 
huſband. | 


As a farther proof, that it is not ſo much 
to the different degrees in which nature has 
ſhed her. bounty over the place a man lives in, 
as to himſelf and his fellow-creatures, that he 
ought to impute his felicity, I had the cha- 
orin to ſee the peace of this happy ſpot inter- 
rupted by the jarring of two neighbours. 


Having now for ſome time departed in my 
narration from the order of my journal, I will 
there reſume it.—I ſtaid at Agter Bruntjes-hoogte 
till the 21ſt day of January. During this time 
my oxen, which before were very lean, had 
got into good condition; and we ourſelves 
took care, by drinking plentifully of butter- 
oy milk, and by doing honour to the good fare 
et before us in great abundance by theſe 
vorthy ruſtics, to make ourſelves amends 
bor the hunger, thirſt, and other hardſhips 
eve had ſuffered for a whole month in the de- 
ert. Among other delicacies, we were en- 
e tertained on the 3d of January with a diſh, as 
delicious as it was ſingular, taken from a 
WF couple of ſcore of calves which had been 
en caſtrated that day. The women too ate 
of this diſh without bluſhing. I have already 
0 mentioned, that I had had on my way hither 
ol ſome little tendency to the gout ; and ar this 
ul place it increaſed ſa much, that on the 8th 
f and gth of this month I could ſcarcely ſtand 
0 on 
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1776. on either foot. A ſtiffneſs with which the 
January. ſinews and articulations of my feet were af. 
fected, and which was attended with an acute 
pain and dry heat diffuſed over the ſkin i. 
ſelf, occaſioned me to think of the vapour 
bath, as being a powerfully emollient reme. 
dy. The quick relief I had ſeen afforded hy 
artificial warm baths to two gouty patients i 
Africa, as well as the benefits ariſing in fimi- 
lar diſorders from the uſe of natural warn 
baths in this country, added to my not being 
able to bear either the pain or loſs of time 
occaſioned by this diſorder, induced me like: 
wiſe ſoon to make the experiment on myſel⸗ 
and thereby entirely overcome the complaint 
in my foot, and the common prejudice, that 

the gout will not bear water. 


The apparatus was to the full as ſimple and 
ealy as the remedy. My feet were placel 
twice a day for near three or four hours ati 
time, on a (tick laid acroſs a tub of warm v. 
ter, 1n which the ſteam and heat were confin- 
ed by means of cloths, and kept up by tie 
addition of heated ſtones. Ar intervals | 
likewiſe put my feet down into the water, 
but this did nor ſeem to produce ſuch ſpeedy 
and evident relief as the vapour did, but 
ther produced a ſwelling in the feet, witl 
ſome degree of ſpaſm. Within a few days! 
was entirely recovered, and about the ſame 
time had the pleaſure of reſtoring, by mean 
of this bath, a farmer's wife, who had beſides 
a bad habit of body, in ſome degree to tit 
ule of her feet; though for ſeveral weeks be- 


fore, by reaſon of the pain and ſwelling in 
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tem, ſhe had not been able to ſet them on 
the ground, 


Since my return to my native country, I 
have not been able to perſuade any gouty 
perſon in ſimilar circumſtances to make uſe 
ff this remedy ; though I can now likewiſe 
appeal to the univerſally as well as juſtly ce- 
ebrated Dr. TiIssor, who, in a caſe he has 
given to the public, endeavours to oppoſe 
he prejudices entertained againſt luke warm 


laladies des Gens 
anne, 1772.) 


. 


u monde, p. 142. Lau- 


The farmer's wife above-mentioned, was 
pne of the two patients on whoſe account I 
as obliged to make a longer ſtay in this 
place, as I have already intimated. The 
ther was a boy of ten years of age, who kept 
s bed upwards of ſix months with a fiſtu- 
ous ulcer in the thigh, accompanied with a 
ectic fever and great pain, all which were 
uppoſed to have proceeded merely from his 


ung jumped off a waggon three feet high. 
„be part afflicted with pain, which afterwards 
If egan to ulcerate, had been dreſſed ever 
ace, purſuant to a method as commonly 
th Wractiſed in this country as it is prejudicial, 
sech hot and irritating cataplaſms made of 
ne W'omatic herbs, But after 1 had enlarged 
ns de wound, and had dreſſed it for a conſider- 


Jes ole time with a ſalve compoſed of honey 
behnmned with a little oil and melted wax, the 
e. Matient's diet all the while conſiſted only of 
10 Wort, milk, and greens, with now and 


hen a little bread, I was able to extract a 
| ſplinter 


pediluviums in the gout. (Vid. Effai ſur les 
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1776. ſplinter of a bone three inches long, and three WM be me 
January. fingers broad, after which the whole ſeemed plain! 
ki * diſpoſed to heal very faſt. tape 
bt | likew 
1 Notwithſtanding that by fimple and ver Wi men « 
eaſy remedies of this kind, the lives of the lf great 
African ruſtics might be for the moſt pan which 
ſaved, and the calamities attendant on life h moſt 
mitigated ; yet in this ſimple and truly pa. preſlic 
toral way of life, ſo univerſally celebrated u the he 
its felicity, and in the midſt of their delight. WM whict 
ful parks and meadows, ſtill they are ſo i» {i of the 
unfortunate, that, when they are attacked Hof th: 
any diſorder, they are either entirely ignomm themſ 
of the remedies beſt adapted to the cure of remed 
or for the moſt part apply them very impr-i lungs, 
perly ; and at the ſame time are at the dif this t 
tance of many hundred, and, indeed, o longer 
may ſay, ſome thouſands of miles from thok grew. 
from whoſe advice alone and aſſiſtance th lungs 
have reaſon to expect relief: and in ſo far Heir 
leaſt is this much-vaunted paſtoral way 08 time t 
life, with all its ſimplicity and concomitan_ t was 
Ignorance, Jeſs to be prized than our mor] :eipe© 
populous and better regulated ſocieties if theref 
towns and cities, where, beſides the advan the ſw: 
tages redounding to mankind from all tiff with v 
other ſciences, that of medicine in particulſ by me 
remarkably contributes to the happinels em when 
Joyed by mortals in this life, 2) | 
10 ed 1 
It appeared to me very ſingular, that t ſtant r 
coloniſts had very little, and, indeed, I mi be co! 
ſay, no knowledge at all of one of the com !omet1! 
moneſt and moſt troubleſome diſorders off their b 
any they were ſubject to, which was worms ann 
their « 


Adults, and even elderly perſons, ſeemed ; 


* 


CAPE Or GOOD HOPE. 


de more univerſally troubled with this com- ; 
plaint than children ; particularly with the January, 


tape worm, the ſymptoms of which were 


likewiſe often plainly to be diſcovered in 


men of the healthieſt appearance. Beſides a 
great number of the moſt uſual ſymproms, 
which aſcertain the preſence of theſe animals, 
molt of the patients complained of an op- 
preſſion at the breaſt, and an anxiety about 


| the heart (borſt quaal en benaauwde borſt,) for 
which reaſon the greater part of them, ſome 


of their own heads, and others in purſuance 
of the advice of quacks at the Cape, kept 


I themſelves weak and low by a ſpare diet and 


remedies againſt the conſumption of the 
lungs, and often Kept on pertinaciouſly in 
this treatment of themſelyes; though the 


[longer they continued it, the worſe they 
grew. Nay, under an apprehenſion of their 


lungs being diſeaſed, they had even given up 
their beloved brandy : though at the ſame 
time they own they never had obſerved that 
It was in any ways prejudicial to them, in 


F reſpect to the principal complaint. Having, 


therefore, during the oppreſſion on the cheſt, 
the ſ\woonings, or the difficulty of reſpiration 
with which they were ſeized, been perſuaded 
by me to take a ſup or two of it, eſpecially 
when the virtues of it were heightened by 
wilde alſies (a kind of wormwood) being in- 
tuſed in it, and they having always found in- 
ſtant relief for the time, their joy can hardly 
de conceived, which was not leſs (as. they 
lometimes jocoſely confeſſed) on account of 
their being able to enjoy the ſweets of this deli- 
cious remedy, than the effect it had in relieving 
their complaints; they likewiſe rejoiced in 

| | finding 
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1776. finding themſelves able to ſtand this proof of i . 
January. their lungs not being affected, as in conſequence great 
| of theirfearon that account, they would hardly eine 
have ventured to follow my advice, had I ng, op 
on the firſt ſuſpicion I had of their diſorde, peop 
informed them of moſt of their complaint prove 
before hand, by reckoning up the ſymptom fmt 1 
uſually attendant on worms. Garlick, the 
buds of the wilde alfies above-mentioned, ſal; Th 
oil, ox-gall, and aloes, were, of all verm. ok 
fuges, the eaſieſt to be procured here; and TM 
were given them, together with ſome reſin n m. 
jalap which I had brought with me; but ture in 
of VEREIRA'S relations raſhly attacked thei perhay 
worms with garlick, both taken alone u neans 
mixed with every thing they ate, and by thi they u 
means ſoon voided a number of worms, a up wi 
got rid of all their complaints. One of then tei: i 
ſaid he had diſcharged part of a worm wit I 
legs and feet, which was grey at top, but comp], 
yellow under the belly like rups, or catterpl. people, 
lars, which are changed into chryſaliſes, ur att. 
afterwards become butterflies. He had lie em _ 
wiſe obſerved the exuviz, or ſkins of this x, hard. 
of worm in his ordinary evacuations. theſe r. 
| e ca 
Beſides the ſatisfaction I found in being eople, 
uſeful, and ſhewing my gratitude to there! up 
hoſpitable ruſtics, by giving them my advice LY 
on this, as well as on other occaſions, as wel hey ha 
as by the diſtribution of ſome medicinal... - 
which I had brought with me, and alwaji nd, tl 
gave away gratis in the courſe of my joue ati 
ney, I by this means likewiſe got more into 
their good graces, and procured afliſtance 90 4 
more readily, and more authentic inform ich tye 


tion, than 1 perhaps could have done with 
5 money 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


money: ſo that the ſlender ſtock of medical 


knowledge I was poſſeſſed of, proved of January. 


reater ſervice to me than I could have ima- 
eined; not to mention the aſtoniſhment and 
WE jencration which it excited in theſe good 
people, and which often reminded me of the 
proverb, dans le pai des aveugles les borgnes 
ſont rois. 


The cauſe, why worms are ſo common 
2 diſorder in this colony, I dare not under- 
take to explain. It may be ſuſpected that 
in many people they are hereditary, and 
are increaſed by a copious milk diet. Others, 
perhaps, were infeſted by theſe animals, by 
means of the foul and putrid water which 
Whey were for the moſt part obliged to put 
up with in their hunting expeditions, and in 
their journey to the Cape; the men in parti- 
cular, appearing to be troubled with this 
complaint, With reſpect to theſe country 
people, there does not ſeem to be much room 
or attributing the diſorder to fiſh, as in the 
freſh water and rivers of theſe regions there 
js hardly any to be found. When, however, 
theſe ruſtics get to the Cape, they generally 
ake care not to want freſh fiſh. The towns- 


I people, on the contrary, who live a good 
ne Wal upon freſh fiſh, are not in proportion 
5 0 much troubled with worms; but then 
W 


hey have pure water to drink; milk is ra- 
her ſcarce with them; while, on the other 
and, they do not uſe to ſtint themſelves in 
he articles of wine and ſpirituous liquors. 


On the 5th I rode out a hunting along 
"ith two farmers, being chiefly in queſt of 
N 
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1776. the guy, the animal I have deſcribed at pag 
anuary. 141 of this Volume. In theſe parts we found 
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large herds of them, and ſhot a female yy 
quite through the body ; notwithſtanding 
which, ſhe ran, though tottering, to the dif 
tance of eighty or an hundred paces from i n. 
before ſhe fell. Being mounted on f rk, 
horſes, we were able to ride by them ide 
and ſeparate one of the herds from the ? aft. 
from whence we drove away a calf, wid mal 
we took home with us alive. It was of ti fab 
that I afterwards made the diſſection, y 
which I have referred in page 143, for th 
proof of what 1 there advanced. The height 
of this animal was two feet, and the lengt 
from the ears to the tail meaſured neu 
the ſame ; the tail itſelf was ſix inches Jong 
and very hairy, with white and briſtly hai 
at the tip. To conclude, the predominatt 
colour in this animal is a very pale or ligt 
brown; the belly is white, the noſe black; ther 
is a black circle round the eyes; it is likes 
black about the ears, and its forehead is d 
a dark brown colour; the mane is black 
two inches long, and rather of a briſtly ni 
ture, being ſet off on each fide by hai 
equal to its length, which cover the nec 
and which are twice as long as they are! 
other parts of the body; the beard too 
clines more to grey, or is of a lighter colo 
than the reſt of the animal's body, I hn 
likewiſe previouſly ſeen and examined and 
ther tame one of the ſame ſize, which . 
intended for a preſent for the governor: " 
was feared, however, that this, as well as i! 
young hartbeeſts which they were endes 


vouring to bring up tame, would be ſubſe 
. 


Or 
ſhot 
voure 
after | 
begur 


Uverr 


the H/ 
The 


cOvere 
black | 
colour 
the tai 
ches, \ 
buſhy, 
heels. 
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times navond, a good deal reſembling the 
wnje of the coloniſts, (meaning miſs,) and 
their uſual contraction of the words goeden 
ond, or good evening; ſo that in the 
dark, the ſound might eaſily be miſtaken for 
the voice or ſalutation of a child. The 


* roaſted fleſh of this gnu-fawn, the ani- 
* mal being exremely young, was ſoft and 


flabby. 


On the day I have mentioned we likewiſe 


hot a quagga, which was almoſt entirely de- 
, youred within a few hours by birds of prey, 
er having, according to their uſual cuſtom, 


begun with the eyes. 


An animal of the height of eighteen inches 
was known to the farmers here by the name 
of the grey jackal, as it approac 
near the common Jackal in ſize, 
the ſhape of its head and body; 
rom the teeth alone, as far as I can recolle& 
tem ar preſent, the grey jackal ſeems rather 
to bear the charaReriſtic marks by which the 
vwerra, or weaſel kind is diſtinguiſhed in 
the Syſtem of Nature, Edit. XII. 


The hair with which the grey jackal was 
covered, was a mixture of light grey and 
black; ſo that this creature was of a dark aſh 
colour all over, excepting towards the tip of 
or: Ne tail, which, for the length of three in- 
as ches, was quite black; it was beſides pretty 
dei buſhy, and reached down to the animal's 


abjeMW els. The hairs, indeed, over the whole 
body 


191 


to a kind of furor or madneſs. The cry of the 1776. 
young gnu was ſometimes onje, and at other January. 


4 
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and 

mor. 
Ethan 
badg 


mer 


1776. body were pretty long and ſoft, but on thy 
January. back they were about twice as long as in 
other parts, ſo that they appeared to form 
bruſh or comb; for which reaſon, this ani. 
mal may for the preſent be called the 3 


| verra criſtata, I ſay for the preſent, as well oi" | 
4; the account that the ftuffed ſkin of thi bour 
4 creature was ſtolen out of my waggon bj Th 
1 ſome hounds with which we had been out! | 
43 hunting, before I had time to draw up I 15 
5 more accurate deſcription of it, as likevi iy 
3 becauſe it is every difficult as yet to defin *s 
5 the genera belonging to the order of fe, 1 
F I made a drawing of the grey jackal's live We 
4 and on going to examine it with this ven 0 
Fr J found it divided in a ſingular manner, Tit 4g 
1 right lung likewiſe had four lobes, and tht ” 
* left three. The ſtomach had nothing bu uh 
5 ants in it, or, to ſpeak more properly, th dich 
* white termites before- mentioned; yet, eech 
= it may not be ſuppoſed from this circum ong | 
oa ſtance, that the animal here ſpoken of bl.” 
14 longs to the genus of the myrmecophage 0 criptic 
af Linnzvs, it may be proper to menti . 268 
4. here, that the character of this genus is e lik 
4 total want of teeth; and that, excluſively ul; pla 
5 our Swediſh bears, the Hottentots themſe na 7 14 
1 are likewiſe very fond of this food. iſe N 
1 | ; m TU 
"2 This day we hunted another animal, whid 
a was called the onkjes jackal, and ſeemed vill The 
18 reſpe& to ſhape and ſize, in ſome mealu ,.q1; 
24 to reſemble the grey jackal, but was of a det a pa 
28 brown colour. It now made its eſcape fron, the 
Flat us by a ſubterraneous paſſage. It has obtain, hit 
i wo ed the name of onkjes, in conſequence of "Wilt; 9 
3:88 digging up, and feeding upon, the * Vol. 
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badger. Neither this creature nor the for- 
mer were, as far as I could find, known to 
ny body but the farmers in this neigh- - 
bourhood. 


The common jacłal, or the jackal properly 
ſo called, nearly reſembles our European fox 
in its form, manners, and diſpoſition ; and 
here, at leaſt, is not known to aſſemble in 
packs, for the purpoſe of hunting. Neither 
js what authors have advanced concerning 
the hideous cry and voracity of the jackal 
pplicable to this quadruped, theſe qualities 
deing probably peculiar to the hyæna and 
d dog, with which animals it has been by 
ome means confounded. A couple of ſkins 
Mich I brought home with me, three feet in 
enzth, with a tail ſomewhat above a foot 
ong, entirely correſpond, with reſpect to 
ar and colour, with M. DaustrToN's de- 


„ iption of the chacal, (Burrox, Tom. XIII. 
I þ 268) excepting the ſpots on the fore legs; 


Ind likewiſe reſemble M. ScHREBER's colour- 
d plate of the canis meſomel, or capiſchs 
thakalt, Tab. XCV. p. 370. This is like- 
ſe Mr. PENNAN T's jackal, Vol. I. p. 
42. 


The predominant colour in this animal is 
reddiſh yellow, the legs in particular are 
dee pale gold colour; under the belly, and 
fro IN the inſide of the legs, the colour inclines 
tano white; the noſe and ears are of a reddiſh 


of : iſt; the head grey; the back part of the 
* vol. II. 0 neck, 


. ; 
2 rr f - e 
FETTE 
WES * Ne Nee 
Se 


and roots of flowers. The onkjes jackal, 1776. 
WW cnorcover, is ſuppoſed to be more common January. 
"Ein the grey, and is, perhaps, a kind of 
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1 1776. neck, together with the whole back, are ch» 6 
8 January. vered with a large dark grey ſpot of tet 
4 ſhape of a lancet, with the point towards the 
1 tail; which ſpot, as M. DaB ERTO has ve [: 
3 remarked, is compoſed of black and wür ab 
4 circular ſtreaks of hair intermixed; the ui 
189 is partly grey, and partly of an umber «Mii: 
1799 lour, but at the tip black. I remember a 
ty: that once I ſaw the fur of a fœtus of a jadiſ re 
\£ BY which was of a very fine yellow colour, Md 
1. inſtead of a blackiſh grey had a dark bro en. 
1 ſpot upon its back. his ; 
15 onfi 
* = The ratel, ſo called in Africa both by hav 
wes. coloniſts and Hottentots, 1 have given Wii, 
WET drawing of in the Swediſh Tranſactions f. 
Wy: the year 1777, p. 147. Tab. IV. and at In 
4 fame time deſcribed it by the name of Haid 
5 veverra ratel, (I have likewiſe annexed a p 
. gure of it at Plate V. of this Volume.) Mie 
5 the colour, it ſhould ſeem to be the very ſi 
1 ſpecies of animal which M. DE LA CauH i 
$ 4 ſaw about Picquet-berg, and has mentioned iv: 
5 page 182, by the name of the blereau puont ibis; 
1 though this author did not himſelf obſen t wi 
2 any diſagreeable odour in the animal, and the { 
FI for my part, have never heard the leaſt mei in | 
{0 tion made of it; at the ſame time that Me bee 
4 DE LA CAILLE does not fay a ſingle ſyllab ts, e 
concerning the ſingular economy of r ſe. 
animal, and moreover deſcribes the cla eaſel i 
as being ſomewhat ſmaller than they rea erſa 
are, particularly on the hind feet. Les devWilitor 
trous oblongs a Iouverture de la gueule, daft a 
leſquels la peau rentre, according to the 00rtckir 
ſei vation made by M. be LA CAILLE, apps lon 
ig th, 
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o deſerve a more accurate inveſtigation and 1776. 


f te ſeription. — 
ls te 3 . 
s wel In ScHREBER on the mammalia, p. 450, 
White rab. CXXV. there is a deſcription and draw- 


ng of it under the denomination of the 
Fntbinks, or the viverra Capenſis; though, 
my opinion, the claws and rail in this fi- 
ure are too ſhort, and the head too thick 
nd clumſy, and too black underneath. M. 
cxREBER Mentions his having heard, that 
his animal is fond of honey; a circumſtance 
onfrmed by the following account, which 
have before inſerted in the Swediſh Tran- 
110nSs 


ie tal 
r col 
beret 


racks, 


at ln this part of Africa there is to be ſeen a 
of thoniderable number of holes and ſubterrane- 
1 a 18s paſſages, ſome of which are actually in- 


abited, while others have been previ- 
ly formed, but ſince deſerted by the 
A (ris criſtata, a fort of mus jaculus, or the 
Due Capenſis, the jackal, the mole, the ſus 
/biopicus, with ſeveral ſpecies of viverræ. 
uſt within the apertures of theſe cavities, and 
the ſubteraneous paſſages which are blocked 
pin part by the ground having given way, 
e bees moſt commonly uſe to make their 
lis, eſpecially as trees fit for their purpoſe are 
ne {ſeldom to be found. The ratel, a fort of 
ale] or badger, by nature deſtined to be the 
verſary of the bees, and the unwelcome 
tor of their habitations, is likewiſe endued 
th a particular faculty for diſcovering and 
acking them within their entrenchments. 
Is long claws, beſides aſſiſting him in dig- 
ig the dark ſubterraneous paſſages which 
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1776. ſerve him for an aſylum, are likewiſe of yf 
T. to him in the occupation he is frequently en; 
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o K 
doth 
his « 
her 


ployed in of undermining whole colonies 9 
bees. As a man placed at the maſt- head c 
eaſieſt deſcry a fail or land at a great diſtany 


about ſun-ſet, ſo probably this time of un, 
day is the moſt convenient for the ratel to Hess 
out for his ſupper ; for he is ſaid likewiſey akt 
be particularly attentive to his. buſineſs abo 4 

im 


ſun-ſet, and will ſit and hold one of his pay 
before his eyes, in order to modify the n 
of the ſun, ſo as to render them 1noffenſiven 
his organs of ſight, and at the ſame time} 
have a diſtin& view of the object of his p 
ſuit : and when, in conſequence of peetiy 
in this manner on each ſide of his paw oppoſi 
to the ſun, he ſees any bees fly, he Kn 
that they are at this time going ſtrait forma 
to their own habitation, and conſequenih 
takes care to keep in the ſame directiom 
that in which they fly, in order to find then 
He has, beſides, the ſagacity as well 26d 
Hottentots, the Caffres, and the peaſants 
the Cape, to follow a little bird; which! 
on by degrees with the alluring note of cM" * 
cherr, cherr, and guides its followers tot 
bees' neſt, This ſelf- intereſted betrayer 
the bees, to which I have. many times bet 
obliged for the honey I have eaten int 
courſe of my travels through the deſert, is 
little cuculus indicator, which ] have deſcrib 
and given a drawing of in the Phil. Trail 
and propoſe to make mention of a little ti 
ther. on, 


As the ratel's hairs are ſtiff and harſh, fol 
hide is tough, and the animal itſelf is difftco 
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o kill. The coloniſts and the Hottentots 1776. 
oth aſſert, that it is almoſt impoſſible to kill January. 
is creature, without giving it a great num- 


of uf 
ly em. 


* 


nies gf 

wh er of violent blows on the noſe; on which 
ſtar count they deſtroy it by ſhooting it, or 
of U onging a knife into its body. The ſhort- 
0 es of the ratel's legs will not permit him to 
wiſe oak his eſcape by flight, when purſued by 


Se hounds ; he is able, however, to extricate 
imſelf from their clutches by biting and 
ratching them in a violent degree; while, on 
be other hand, he is perfectly well defended 
om the aſſaults of their teeth by the tough- 


; abou 
8 pay 
e 1 
live 


1met 

is if es of his hide: for when a hound endeavours 
dern bite him, it can lay hold only on the ratel's 
ppok hugh hide; which in this caſe inſtantly ſepa- 
rs from. the creature's body or fleſh, as it is 
on ported to lie looſe from the ſkin, as though 
en ee within a ſack; ſo that when any body 
Yon rches hold of him by the hind part of his 


ten eck, and that even pretty near his head, he 
ble to turn round, as it were, in his ſkin, 
Cant; n bite the arm of the perſon that ſeizes him. 
ch s a remarkable circumſtance, that a num- 
Far of hounds, which collectively are able to 
tor lion of a moderate ſize in pieces, are 
ayer ad ſometimes to be forced to leave the ratel 
« beef dead to appearance. This report ſeems 
in Me be confirmed by the circumſtance of M. pz 

t, ö a CaiLLE's blereau puant's (till being alive, 
erbte er the hounds had dragged it away to the 
Tru gon. Thus far, however, is certain, that 

{le io" the fur of the ratel I have brought home 
th me, there is ſcarcely the mark of a bite 

0 be ſeen, though it had been attacked 


1, foll id worried by a number of hounds, Is it 1 
difficult Probable, that nature, which has deſtined 1 
the 7 
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1776. the ratel for the deſtruction of bees, may ue 
January. beſtowed on it a hide ſo much tougher H 
thoſe ſhe has given to other animals of i P! 
viverra kind, merely for the purpoſe of & 
fending it from the ſtings of theſe inſeQs? ( 
may not this creature's food, which conſiſt; fo 
wax and honey, make it ſo rough and diff 
to kill ? | m 
Thoſe bees neſts which are built up in m]] 
are in no danger whatever from the ratel, : 
the firſt tranſports of his rage at having ſoul 
after theſe bees in vain, he uſes to g.! 
bite the trunk of theſe trees; and theſe bid 
are ſure marks for the Hottentots, that a 
neſt is to found up in that tree, I ſha pl 
myſelf have harboured many doubts concer 
ing all theſe circumſtances attributed tot 
rate], had I not obtained various account 
this curious animal, entirely correſpondingly *" 
with each other, from many experienced i '9 
mers and Hottentots living in different pawn © 
of the country. . be 
in 
f As I was not fortunate enough to catch 
ratel myſelf, I muſt be contented with givin '!9 
ſuch a deſcription of it here, as I have be the 
able to make from this creature's ſkin, * 
| | o n 
The Fore- teeth, ſix in each jaw, moſtly of 
ſame ſize, flat at top, probably in conſequenq 0 
of being worn away; canine teeth, two i © 
each jaw, very ſtrong and large when compli *** 
ed with the ſize of the animal; but obtuꝶ Set 
(probably likewiſe in conſequence of the 7 
0 


being worn away ;) the grinders, about [x 


number, had, as well as the others, a yell0 
Dy ca 
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E 
ay hel cat, perhaps from the animal feeding upon 
er t honey. The tongue was ſharp, and the pa- 
; of oi pill ſharp and turned back, as in cats. 
of de 
gs ( The legs are ſhort ; toes five on each of the 
nit. WY fore-feet, armed with protecting claws an inch 
dite 2nd a half long, but thoſe of the hind feet no 
| more than half that length. Theſe claws 
have a ſharp edge, which half-way up the fore 
in ue part of it is double, or rather excavated with 
tel, adeep furrow ; a circumſtance that apparent- 
g ſoup ly greatly aſſiſts the animal in digging. 
ona There is nothing like ear-laps to be ſeen on 
eſe Mis creature, excepting a trifling rim round 
at ae about a rather large aperture, in which is 
do placed the organ of hearing. 
v oncen 
d tot Colour; the forehead, crown of the head, 
ounts WY nape of the neck, ſhoulders, back, and tail 
pondn{hſy c of an aſh colour; the noſe, and the part 
ced oY round the eyes, and on the cheek-bone, the 
nt pally ers, the lower part of the neck, the breaſt, 
belly, thighs, and legs, are of a black hue 
nclining to brown; as are likewiſe the ex- 
cache teme limits of the aſh-coloured part juſt men- 
n givin tioned, which are moreover ſeparated from 
ve be the black colour by means of a light grey liſt 
. an inch broad, running from the ear quite 
back to the tail. 
ly oft | | 
equengi Size of the ſein: From the tip of the nole 
two to the tail forty inches; length of the tail 
comp twelve inches; that of the claws, taken to- 
obtu'F gether with the whole phalanx, or all the toes 
of the of the fore-feet, one inch and three quarters; 


ut ſix i of thoſe of the hind-feet one inch. 
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1776. 
January. 


A VOYAGE TO THE 


Two other ſmall animals, which probably 
likewiſe belong to the viverra genus, I had 
only a haſty glimpſe of in this colony. The 
one we ſaw, and gave chaſe to between the tuo 
Fiſh rivers, made its eſcape from us, howeyer 
by running into a hole under ground, and 
ſeemed to be ſemewhat leſs than a cat, though 
longer in proportion. The colour of it vn 
a bright red. Of the other ſort I ſaw two x 
once in the vicinity of Niez-hout-kloof, when 
they inſtantly ran out of my ſight, and hit 
themſelves in a buſh. - They appeared to he 
of a coal-black colour, and above a font 
high; yet I am not certain, whether they were 
not onkjes jackals, the animal I have alreag 
made mention of at page 191 of this Volume, 
The former of theſe likewiſe, I mean the light 
or roſe- coloured animal, might be, for avuyht 
I know, the zerda, or vulpes minimus ſarenjus 
M. SciolpEBRAND, the Swediſh conſul a 
Algiers, (vide the Swediſh Tranſactions int 
1777, page 265) not being able during the 
chaſe, to attend to its ears ſo accurately as} 
could have wiſhed ; and at the ſame time ha. 
ing been informed, that there was a very {mall 
animal, with long ears, which lived under 
ground, and was not unfrequently ſeen on the 
plains in Camdebo, but was difficult to catch, 


eſpecially as it never went far from its hole. 


In this point likewiſe, it anſwers to the de— 
ſcription of the zerda quoted above; but this 
again ſeems inconſiſtent with the account given 
of it by Mr. BR uc, who ſays it lives in palm- 
trees, (on the fruit of which it ſubſiſts, in £100, 
to the ſouth of the Palus Tritonidis. (Vide Bur- 


rox's Animal Anonyme, Supplement, Tom. Ill. 


page 148, Tab. XIX.) It is poſſible, N 


een 
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bably W that this creature is to be found in Libya; but 1776. 
I has have been informed by M. SxiolpzBRAUV D, January. 
The that Mr. Bxuc had previouſly ſeen this ani- — 
etwo mal in Algiers, (where both theſe gentlemen 

ever, N vere conſuls together) and had employed the 
„dme painter as M. SkrorDpEBRAD did, to 

ouch make a drawing of it; and hence it is, that 
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t wa Non comparing the two figures, viz, of the 
von nimal from Libya, and of that from Algiers, 
when it plainly appears, that they are taken from 
d hid each other, or elſe from one and the ſame 
to be Moriginal. ee e Wy 


| foot 

' were Many of M. Sx10LDtBRAND's friends, and 
ready :mong cham M. NicapkR, one of the ſecre- 
lume, tries of the Royal Academy of Sciences in 
» light Sweden, have ſeen a figure of the zerda re- 


aught 


119 
ſul at 
1s fot 
ig the 
1 201 
o hay« 


eeſented in its natural ſize and colour, many 


years ago, in M. SKieLDEBRAND's ſuperb 
collection; but could not perſuade this gentle- 
man to ornament the Swediſh Tranſactions 
vith it before, as, the animal having unfor- 
unately eſcaped from him, before he could 
xamine its teeth, and other particulars, he 


(mall Nad waited a long time, though in vain, in 
under opes of procuring ſome better information 
20 the rom Algiers with reſpect to theſe points. M. 


catch, 
hole. 


KIOLDEBRAND could not find at the bottom 
of this creature's large and beautiful ears, 


e de- Nich were of a roſy hue, any traces of a per- 
it this Wſvration; indeed theſe perforations would 
given rally be filled up, and would conſequently 
palm- become very inconvenient to an animal like 
Lihha, lis, which is obligd to burrow and live under 
Bur- Ne ſand. He ſuppoſes that providence has 
n. Il, Wade good this defect, by ſome membrane 


deed, Wing not very deep in the ear. Mr. Pen- 
that | NANT 
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1776. ganT follows M. SKIOLDEBRAND in the ac. 
January, count he gives of this animal in Vol, I. 5. 
248, at the ſame time referring it to the dy 


genus. 


The bee-cuckow, (cuculus indicator ) which! 
made mention of juſt above, in deſcribing 
the ratel at p. 196, deſerves to have mor 
particular notice taken of it in this place. | 
has, however, nothing remarkable in it wit 
regard to its ſize and colour, as on a curſy 
view, it appears in theſe points not to diff 
from the common ſparrow ; excepting indeed, 


niſts. 


, 

that it is ſomewhat larger, and rather gi 

lighter colour, with a little yellow ſpot a 

each ſhoulder, and the feathers to its tail 

daſhed with white. 

I 

It is, indeed, merely with a view to its ont 2 

intereſt, that this cuckow diſcovers the bee d 

neſts to man and the rate] race, as it is e. ] 

tremely fond both of honey and bees-egg; WM © 

and it knows that when a bees-neſt is plun-WW 1 

: 8 dered, ſome of it is ſhed, which conſequen-WF# b 
© 238 ly falls to its ſhare, or elſe ſome part is left / v 
=. the plunderers as a reward for its ſervices WM ir 
. Nevertheleſs, - the way in which this bid er 
1 communicates to others the diſcovery it hu ne 
= made, is as ſurpriſing as it is well adapted o n« 
3. | to the purpoſe, | be 
i 1 
4 4 The morning and evening are probably is cd 
7 principal meal times; at leaſt it is then that ha 
\ 4 ſhews the greateſt inclination to come forth by 
7 . and with the gratin g cry of cherr, cherr, cher, or 
oe to excite, as it were, the attention of the thi 
10 rate], as well as of the Hottentots and colo - cir 
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niſts. Somebody then generally repairs to 1776. 
the place whence the ſound proceeds, when January. 
the bird, all the while continually repeating Wu 
its cry of cherr, cherr, flies on ſlowly and 
by degrees towards the quarter where the 
ſwarm of bees have taken up their abode. 
The perſons thus invited accordingly follow, 
taking great care at the ſame time not to 
frighten their guide with any unuſual noiſe, 
or by means of a large company, but rather, 
as I have ſeen done by one of the ſhrewdeſt of 
my Boſhies-men, to anſwer it now and then 
with a ſoft and very gentle whiſtle, by way of 
ſetting the bird know that its call 1s attended 
to. I have obſerved, that when the bees-neſt 
was at a good diſtance, the bird, for the moſt 
part, made long ſtages, or flights, waiting for 
its ſporting companion between each flight, 
and farther exciting him ; but flew to ſhorter 
diſtances, and repeated its cry more frequent- 
ly, and with greater earneſtneſs, in proporti- 
on as they approached nearer to the bees-neſt. 
[ likewiſe ſaw; with aſtoniſhment, what I had 
been previouſly aſſured of by others, viz. that 
when this bird has, in conſequence of its great 
Impatience, got too far a-head of its follow- 
ers, eſpecially when, by reaſon of the rough- 
neſs or unevenneſs of the ground, they have 
not been able to keep pace with it, it has flown 
back to meet them, and with redoubled cries, 
denoting ſtill greater impatience, has upbraid- 
ed them for being fo tardy. Finally, when it 
has come to the bees-neſt, whether this be 
built in the cleft of a rock, in a hollow-tree, 
or in ſome cavity in the earth, it hovers over 
the ſpot for the ſpace of a few ſeconds, a 
circumſtance which I myſelf have been eye- 

witneſs 
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1776. witneſs to twice; after which it ſits in ſilence, 
January. and for the moſt part concealed in ſome neigh. 
Sony bouring tree or buſh, in expectation of what 

may happen, and with a view of coming in 
for its ſhare of the booty. It is probable, tha 
this bird always hovers, more or leſs, in the 
manner juſt mentioned, over the bees-neſt, ! 


before it hides itſelf, though people do not al. p 
ways pay attention to this circumſtance: at all J 
events, however, one may be aſſured that the 
bees - neſt is very near, when, after the bird g 
has taken one to ſome diſtance, it is on a ſud. 
den filent. In a place where we halted a cou Wi, 
ple of days, my Hottentots were conducted T 
by a bee-cuckow, that was rather ſhy and Wy, 
obſcure in its expreſſions, backwards and for. WF , 
wards ſeveral times to one and the ſame ſpot, WF 
till one of them, who was more attentive to . 
the bird than thereſt, thought of looking ou Wſ-, 
there for the neſt itſelf, # 10 

Having, in conſequence of the bird's di- p 
rections, dug up the bees-neſt, or othervit WF 
come at it, and plundered it, they uſually, 0 
by way of acknowledgment, leave it a con- 5 


derable portion of the worſt part, or that part , F 
of the comb in which the young bees are 
hatching ; and which, however, is probably | 
for the bird the moſt delicate morſel, and in- 
deed, is by no means looked upon as the in 
worſt, even by the Hottentots. I was inform- I 
ed by my Boſhies-men, as well as by the co- 
loniſts, that a man who makes it his conſtant ola 
buſineſs to go after the bees, ſhould not 8 I be; 
firſt be too grateful and generous to this ofii- I Eg 
cious bird, but leave for it only juſt as much ir | 
as will ſerve to ſtimulate its appetite * liſh 
| whic 
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which means it will be induced, in hopes of 1776. 
obtaining a more liberal rewart, to diſcover January. 
another ſwarm of bees, if there be any ſuch 

in the neighbourhood. Though there are 
| plenty of wild bees round about Cape Town, 
yet both the bird itſelf and the: peculiar pro- 
| perty it has of diſcovering honey to others, 
were entirely unknown there; neither could 
J, when I firſt heard it ſpokten of at Groot- 
Vader s-boſech, conſider it in any other light than 
that of a fable; eſpecially as at the ſame time 
| ſaw a lad who was out after one of theſe 
birds, fail in the object of his purſuit. In this 
caſe, however, there was great reaſon to lay 
| the blame on the cloſeneſs an d compactneſs of 
| the wood, and the greater ttan uſual ſhyneſs 
Jof the bird. My Hottentots from Buffel- 
jaapts-rivier and Zwellendam aſſured me ſince, 
that they had likewiſe been acquainted with 

this bird at the places juſt mentioned, where 
„„ WH they were born, but owned :at the ſame time, 
s d. that it was there uncommon as well as ſhy; 


ruiſe BN nor did it direct them to the honey ſo read ily 

ually, and diſtinctly, as in the tract of country whizre 

CO” Ive then were in the deſert, a nd near the river $1 
{ou Kau- ai, or Great Viſch-ri vier. 

bably By collating this laſt remark with my a c- 

d ha count of the cuculus indicator, or honey-guid e, 

Ss de WY inſerted in the Philoſophical Tranſactions, Vo l. 

12 LXVII. page 38 and 43, it will appear, that 


a geographical error has been ſuffered to tak e 
place there; probably in conſequence of thei t 
being obliged, as my account was written it 1 
Engliſh, to alter this paſſage, ſo as to make : 
it approach nearer to the idiom of the Eng- 
ih language, | 
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1776. 


January. 
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Though I had frequently in the deſert, and 
once at Agter Bruntjes-hoogte, ſeen this bird, 
which, on account of the ſingular property it 
is endued with, is called by the coloniſts 
honing-wyzer, or the honey- guide, and, in- 
deed, had not unfrequently reaped the fruits 
of its ſervices, yet I had not an opportunity 
of ſhooting it till I was on the road to retury 
home, when I one day purſued it, the little 
creature all the while flying before me with 
its cheering note of cherr, cherr, This, how. 
ever, offended my Boſhies-men not a little; 
and though 1 had previouſly promiſed an am- 
ple reward, conſiſting of glaſs-beads and to- 
bacco, to my Zwellendam Hottentots, on con- 
dition that they would aſſiſt me in catching 
and ſhooting a hoving-wyzer, yet I found them 
too much the bird's friend to betray it; 2 
circumitance that gave me great pleaſure, a 
it ſhewed that theſe people were in general pol 
ſeſſed of good and grateful hearts; though 
in gratitude, I am very ſorry to ſay it, 54 
crime, by no means rarely to be met with 
among men. 


While I reſided in the interior part of 
Africa, I was ſhewn a bird's-neſt, which ſe⸗ 
veral farmers aſſured me was that of the 
bee-cuckow. It reſembled the neſts of cet- 
tain finches, which are found in thoſe parts, 
and was formed of fine ſhreds of bark, 1n- 
terwoven and plaited together in the ſhape 
of a bottle. The neck or aperture of it 
hung downwards, and a plaited cord, made 
of the ſame kind of bark as the neſt, hung, 
as it were, in a ſwing, croſs-wiſe, over and 


below the opening, being faſtened by ow 
be ends 
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ends to the brim of this ſame aperture, and 1776. 
| was certainly intended for the bird to reſt it- January. 
ſelf and rooſt upon. — 


, and 
bird, 
rty it 
oniſts 
„ in- 
fruits 


1 
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The following deſcription of this bird was 
drawn up from the two which I ſhot, and 
I which were ſuppoſed to be hens; for the 
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unit 3 

ws. cock is ſaid to have its neck (capiſtrum) 
little WY encircled with a black ring. 

with 


Roſtrum craſſiuſculum, verſus baſin fuſcum, 
| opice luteum. Angulus oris % ue infra oculos 
[extenſus, Nares paſtremæ ad baſin Roſtri, ſu- 
rene vicing, ut carinula dorſali ſaltem ſepara- 
rentur, oblongæ, margine prominulo. Pili ali- 
quot ad baſin Roſtri, precipue in mandibula in- 
ſeriore; Lingua plana ſubſagittata. Oculorum 
Indes ferrugineo-griſeæ; Palpebræ nude, ni- 


how- 
ittle : 
1 am- 
d to- 
1 con- 
ching 
them 


it; 1 5 3 

K z. Pedes nigri ſcanſorii; Tibiæ brevis, Un- 
1 pol: gues tenues, nigri. Pileus let? griſeus è pen- 
1ough ms brevibus latiuſculis. Gula, Jugulum, Pec- 


tus, ſordide alba, cum aliquo vivere vix notabili 
in petore, Dorſum & Uropygium ferrugines- 
griſea, Abdomen Criſſumque alba. Femora 
tecta pennis albis, macula longitudinali nigra 


t, 182 
With 


art of ntatis. Alarum Tectrices Superiores, omnes 
ch fe. %- fuſcæ exceptis ſummis aliquot, que flavis 


opicibus formant, maculum flavam in humeris 


the 
f enguam & d plumis ſcapularibus ſæpe tectam. 


. ectrices infra alam albide, harum Supreme 
k, in- 4 albido ngroque maculate. Remiges Pri- 
ſhape marii 8, R. Secundarii 6, R. Omnes /upra 
of it %, Jubtus cinereo fuſci. Alulæ griſeo-fuſcæ; 
made Cauda cuneiformis, rectricilus 12: harum duæ 
hung, Mermedie longiores anguſtiores, ſupra & infra 
er and WM uginoſ0-f1 uſes ; proxime duæ fuliginoſæ, mar- 
both e interiore albicantes; Due utrinque his 

ends proxime 
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1776. proxime alba apice fuſca, & exterius 40 
January. baſin macula nigra notate : extima utrinque re. 
wYW liquis brevior, Alba apice fuſca, macula niprq 
vix ulla ad baſin. Alz complicate caudæ pur. 

tem quartem attingunt. Longitudo ab abi 

Roftri, ad extremam Caudæ circiter ſeptem unciu 

pedis Anglicani explet. - Roſtrum 2 bai ſuje 

riore ad apicem ſemiunciale. 


| | 8 of it 
Since my deſcription of the cuculus in. natie 
tator was printed in the Phil. Tranſ. I har 
ſeen in Lozo's Travels to Abyſſinia, pub- . Th 
liſhed by LE GRAND in 1728, (a book tf paſſas 
which I was referred by M. B. BERO⁹²Ü¾R ec 
one of the directors of the bank,) and ene a: 
gentleman of extenſive reading, the following hot 
account, which deſerves to be quoted hot be 
verbatim. df cha 
| | rate de 
ce The maroc, of honey-bird, is furniſh ever 
with a peculiar inſtinct, or faculty of dio oder. 
vering honey. They have here multitudes ut of 
bees of various kinds, ſome are tame like ou 2006 
and form their combs in hives : of the vii e def 
ones ſome place their honey in hollow trees lan an 
others hide it in holes in the ground, bid id not 
they keep extremely clean, and at the (anized to 
| time cover ſo carefully, that though they ace a 
commonly in the highway, they are ſeldomiels of 
found, unleſs by the morac's aſſiſtance. Is, a. 
honey thus prepared under ground, is to ti eviſe 
full as good as that which is made in hives elf, or 
I have only found it a little blacker ; elicate 
cannot help imagining it to be the ſame, vi fine 
that which St. Joan lived on in the wild! ging u 
neſs. When the morac has diſcovered be to] 
honey, he repairs immediately to the roſe hear, 
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[WH (de, and when he ſees a traveller ſings and 
claps his wings, making many motions to 
invite him to follow him ; and when he per- 
ceives him coming, flies before him from 


the bees have ſtored their treaſure, and then 
begins to ſing melodiouſly. The Abyſſin 
takes the honey, without failing to leave part 
of it for the bird, to reward him for his infor- 
mation.“ 


There is good reaſon to ſuppoſe from this 
paſſage, that the moroc of Abyſſinia and the 
bee-cuckoo, which I have deſcribed above, are 
one and the fame bird; but if this be the caſe, 
It hould ſeem, that Father Loso himſelf had 
not been an eye-witneſs of this ſingular kind 
ff chaſe, or elſe that he has not given an accu- 
ate deſcription of it. Neither, indeed, have 
ever found the honey which has been made 
nder-ground, blacker than that which comes 
but of the hives; but, on the contrary, full 
ks good as any other honey whatever, that in 
he deſert particularly having a finer flavour 
han any I ever taſted. Though, as delicacies 
id not greatly abound here, and I was ob- 
ged to live chiefly on animal food, I cannot 


ace any great dependence upon the nice- 
don es of my caſte at that time. My Hotten- 
Tees, and even two of the coloniſts, ate 
to M kewiſe the young bees and the honey-comb 


telf, or the neſt, looking upon it as the molt 
licate part of the whole. The honey here 


, wü tine and mellow, and appeared, without 
vildeing undergone any purification whatever, 
d aa be tolerably free from wax,—l neither ſaw 
roger heard of any one in all Africa that kept 


You. II. P tame 


tee to tree, till he comes to the place where 
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1776. proxime alba apice fuſca, & exterius of 
January. 11 macula nigra notate + extima utringue ne. 
liguis brevior, Alba apice fuſca, macula nigr 

vix ulla ad baſin. Alæ complicate caudæ pur. 

tem quartem attingunt. Longitudo ab api 

Roftri, ad extremam Caudæ circiter ſeptem unig 


fide 
clap 
invit 
celve 


tree 
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pedis Anglicani explet. - Roſtrum à baſi ſue boi! 
riore ad apicem ſemiunciale. takes 

| | 5 of it 

Since my deſcription of the cuculus ini. ¶ nmatic 

tator was printed in the Phil. Tranſ. I ban 

ſeen in Lozo's Travels to Abyſſinia, pub Th: 
liſhed by LE Grand in 1728, (a book affe 
which I was referred by M. B. Brrciny ec 
one of the directors of the bank,) and ene ar 
gentleman of extenſive reading, the following ic hou 
account, which deſerves to be quoted hot be: 
verbatim. df chal 
| N | ate de 

« The moroc, of honey-bird, is furniſbei ever 
with a peculiar inſtinct, or faculty of dio nder. 
vering honey. They have here multitudes it of 
bees of various kinds, ſome are tame like ours good 
and form their combs in hives : of the vi e def 
ones ſome place their honey in hollow tree an an, 
others hide it in holes in the ground, wid id not 
they keep extremely clean, and at the (anized to 
6 time cover ſo carefully, that though they ace a 
commonly in the highway, they are ſeldomW'ls of 
found, unleſs by the morac's aſſiſtance. Is, an 
honey thus prepared under ground, is to tiW«ewile 
full as good as that which is made in hives elf, or 
I have only found it a little blacker ; elicate 
cannot help imagining it to be the ſame, wi fine 
that which St. Joan lived on in the wilde ing u 
neſs. When the morac has diſcovered al be tole 


honey, he repairs immediately to the ro” hearc 
ſide Vor. ] 
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ide, and when he ſees a traveller ſings and 

claps his wings, making many motions to 

invite him to follow him ; and when he per- 
eeives him coming, flies before him from 
ree to tree, till he comes to the place where 
the bees have ſtored their treaſure, and then 
begins to ſing melodiouſly. The Abyſſin 
takes the honey, without failing to leave part 
of it for the bird, to reward him for his infor- 
mation,” 


There is good reaſon to ſuppoſe from this 
paſſage, that the moroc of Abyſſinia and the 
hee-cuckoo, which I have deſcribed above, are 
one and the ſame bird; but if this be the caſe, 
it ſhould ſeem, that Father Loso himſelf had 
not been an eye-witneſs of this ſingular kind 
if chaſe, or elſe that he has not given an accu- 
ate deſcription of it, Neither, indeed, have 
| ever found the honey which has been made 
nder-ground, blacker than that which comes 
but of the hives; but, on the contrary, full 
ks good as any other honey whatever, that in 
he deſert particularly having a finer flavour 
ian any I ever taſted. Though, as delicacies 
lid not greatly abound here, and I was ob- 
ale ged to live chiefly on animal food, I cannot 


u lce any great dependence upon the nice- 
donfWſ'*ls of my caſte at that time. My Hotten- 
Thos, and even two of the coloniſts, ate 


Kewiſe the young bees and the honey-comb 
1ves+ 


elf, or the neſt, looking upon it as the molt 
, anc licate part of the whole. The honey here 
, wins fine and mellow, and appeared, without 
11d ing undergone any purification whatever, 
4 uf de tolerably free from wax.—l neither ſaw 
roaliÞer heard of any one in all Africa that kept 
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1776, tame bees, excepting in the country abou Joni 
January. Conſtantia, where a young lad, the ſon of; (the 
coloniſt, vſed ſometimes to ſet out empy po 

cheſts and boxes, into which a wild ſwam pal 
would enter without fail in the ſpace of 72 
few days and ſettle; but the hive was gen colo 
rally taken almoſt immediately by this greeg by 1 
amateur, and was likewiſe partly ſtolen by |... 
uoriſh ſlaves, among whom thoſe who wer long! 
natives of Madagaſcar had a particular knac cher 
at finding wild bees and honey. As in M ciao 
tracts of country laſt-mentioned, beſides othe pener 
flowers, there grow in particular many = ha. 
ferent ſort of heaths, the culture of , lk 
might in theſe places be carried to a vMr-an: 
great height, Near the Cape $ found ce 
wild honey of an inferior quality. Wes 
ther this proceeded from the great abu houg] 
dance of heath in the above-mentioned i Create 
trifts, or from my being more faſtidious M ccour 
nice when I was at the latter place, I amn. 
able to determine. hich 
| | errane 
The ſerbua Capenſis, which I enumerate. chu 
a little above at page 195 among the en h 
mals in the ruins of whoſe ſubterrane0 w. 
dwellings the bees, in default of trees WE... 
for their purpoſe, build their neſts, 1s \ FRA 
ſcribed by Dr. J. R. FoxsTER in the Swed 
Tranſactions for 1778, page 108, with ol ne 
remarks of mine annexed, I. c. page 1 oppc 
On this head likewiſe, the reader may a, fo 
ſult the compilation referred to above, cali ices | 
Nouv. Deſcript. &c. together with M. Pas c 
Las's de Murium Genere, page 87, in wii they 
book it was afterwards referred to under d hi 
denomination of the nus Caffer. By the Wort ta 


lon! 
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O 


f 2 (the mountain or bounding hare) and lives January. 
PB upon roots and other vegetables, his princi- 
arm 


pal haunts being in the vicinity of Stellen- 
boſch and Camdebo. It is nearly of the ſize and 
colour of a common hare, but its hind-legs, 
by means of which it is ſaid to be able to 


of 2 
ene. 
ech 


Me a leap tweenty feet in length, are much 
neu longer and ſlenderer; its fore-legs, on the 
mag other hand, are extremely ſhort, the animal 
| tht 


ſeldom ſupporting itſelf upon them, being 
generally in a fitting poſture, and uſing them 
23 hands to convey the food to its mouth. It 
is likewiſe able, with great expedition, by 
means of its fore-paws, and with the aſſiſt- 
nce of its long projecting teeth, to dig 
oles for itſelf and paſſages under ground; 
hough it does not by any means experience the 
reateſt degree of ſecurity in this aſylum, on 
count of the dykes and cuts made by the 
oloniſts to their corn-fields and plantations, 
hich likewiſe find their way into theſe ſub- 
erraneous paſſages ; ſo that the jerbuas, which 


ohe 
(if 
bee 
yer 
| tht 
Whe 
abu 
d dil 
8 1 
mM 


eral 


e en habitations, are obliged to evacuate 
ancoem with the greateſt precipitation, in con- 
©: WEquence of which they are frequently purſued 
is Med taken, . 
well | 
h 100 Where the inhabitants of this country have 
e opportunity (that of a neighbouring moun- 
y "Win, for inſtance) of making the dykes and 
call uices here alluded to, they do not omit by 
. Fans of them to drown the moles likewiſe, 
uv they are called, which infeſt this colony, 
der Wd which are, in fact, a kind of rat with 
the "Wort tails. The one ſort is leſs than the 
lol P 2 other, 


re thus in danger of being drowned in their 
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1776. other, but is moſt common round about the ne 
January. Cape; and from the white ſpots on its head Wi Cz 
>> is called blee/mol, and is the mus Capenſi at its 
Mäeſfſrs. PennanT, SCHREBER, and Pairs Bi ni: 
and the long-rootned marmot of Mr. Brow WM it 
page 112, Plate XLVI. which plate exhibic i oth 
a coloured repreſentation of this anima; the 
but the figure, which is the ſame with th rig! 
in the compilation we have frequently r. nel 
ferred to, as well as with that in Buro, its 
Supplement, Tom. III. is not remarkably WW =s : 
good. reſe 
ſand 
The other ſpecies, which is called fon 
zand-mol, is the mus Africanus of Mr. Pi of v 
NANT. This is in every part ſhaped like th 
former, but is without any ſpots ; af T 
though of a mouſe colour, is of a light 11c2. 
hue, its tail being in proportion equally ſho '-/ps 
with that of the other, but flattended boi 3: ; 
at top and underneath, though furniſh one : 
with hairs ſtanding out in the ſame mann tlie C 
It bears a great reſemblance to the figure ¶ roneo 
the mus talpinus in PaLLas and SCHREBUQRN en ac 
but differs from that animal in having eth 
compreſſed tail, as I have juſt before mei prope 
oned ; as likewife, with reſpect to its boi in fa 
which I have found to meaſure a foot at H rex, 
higheſt, though even then it was twice Of «clcri 
thrice as big as the mus Capenſis, or the nant ber a 
talpinus. Iheſe two different ſpecies, then Cape 
Cafer and the mus Capenſis, are very trol #nteric 
bleſome vermin, particularly in orchards es at 


vineyards; and are caught with fnart brevios 
which fall upon them at the apertures WO "trinq: 
their holes, and are likewiſe frequently Kill bus far 
with piſtols, which ſhoot them through "i Polter. 


body, on their touching in the ſlighteſt ma fimo 
J 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


ner a thread tied to- the trigger. The mus 
Caffer is particularly unwieldy and clumſy in 
its make, and is conſequently flow in run- 
ning, making 1ts eſcape with difficulty when 


it is found near its neſt; though, on the 


other hand, when it is laid hold on, it throws 


| the anterior part of its body about to the 


right and left with great activity and alert- 
neſs, in order to faſten upon its enemy with 
its teeth. In this particular I have, as well 
as many of the coloniſts, diſcovered a great 
reſemblance between the rhinoceros and the 
ſand- mole, which, indeed, proceeds merely 
from the ſmallneſs of the eyes and obſcurity 
of viſion in both theſe animals. 


The falpa Aſiatica, Linn. the talpa Sibe- 


ia of PenNNAnNT, SEBa, and KLEIN; the 


talpa aurea of Br1s80n, PALLAS, and SCHRE- 
BIR ; and the variable mole of BRouwN, are 
one and the ſame animal, which comes from 
the Cape; and which not only has been er- 
roneouſly attributed to Siberia, but likewile, 
on account of the number and ſhape of its 
teeth being unknown, has been hitherto im- 
properly referred to the mole genus ; though, 
in fact, it belongs to that of the ſhrew or 


Jorex, as plainly appears from the following 


deſcription of -the teeth, which I made af- 
ter a ſpecimen I brought home from the 
Cape preſerved in ſpirics. Dentes ſuperiores 
anteriores 2 cuneati, approximati. D. infer- 
res anteriores 4 ſubulati, horum intermediis 
brevioribus. D. laterales in utraque maxilla 
utrinque 7, horum duobus ſeu 3; bus priori— 
bus ſimpliciuſculis, acutis, interioribus ſeu 
poſter. 2 ſeu 3; bus furcatis, cuſpide ex- 


timo majore. This animal may therefore for 
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1776. the future be called Sorex aureus, cauda nulla, ¶ tei 
January. y0ftro nudo brevi, palmis ſub 4 dactylis, plant ears 
— 5 daftylis. 1 lay Jub-tetra-datFylis, as this 20 


creature has, on the. outſide of its three then 


crooked claws which ſtand behind each WW nal, 
other, a very ſmall ſpur, or ſhorter kind of has! 
claw projecting, which the naturaliſts aboye. 

mentioned did not obſerve, and which might It 
eaſily induce them very improperly to aug. enun 


ment the catalogue of the animal creation Wi the | 
with one animal more than really exiſts in have 
it. Fi mals, 
| | | | my } 
This creature is five or ſix inches in length, WM 1i:b!; 
its ſnout is ſhort and without any hair upon i, 
notwithſtanding which the upper lip is hai, Th 
The colour, which in other reſpects is exceed. made 
ingly beautiful, is continually varying, ock. 
SCHREBER has remarked, page 563, between Wi gaze! 
green, brown, and gold, In PETER Browns Brunt 
Illoſtrations of Zoology, page 110. Platt BMW ng i; 
XLV. there is a tolerable coloured drawing Theſe 
of this animal; the caſt, however, of thi 
colour bordering upon gold, is not expreſſed 
with a ſufficient degree of accuracy and beau- 
ty; neither is the Jeaſt notice taken of the 
fourth ſmall or external claw. 


ſolitar 
hunt 2 
annex. 
that J 


leaſt t 
ind m 


To the query which M. PaLLas (de Mun. 


um Genere) propoſes at page 154, in the notes 


I anſwer, that this creature, in fact, has eye bis, a 
but they are ſo ſmall that they were not eaſHed, w. 
to be diſcerned in the animal juſt after this an 
was ſhot; and in the ſpecimen I have pre 

ſerved in ſpirits, could not be ſeen at all til The 
had ſtripped the ſkin from off the head. Tit)Mis from 


are placed in the center of a ſtrait line, * exceed 
e ceive 


CAPE Or GOOD HOPE. 


ceired to be drawn from the noſtrils to the 
ears. Again, theſe latter are in the ſame ho- 
rizontal line with the fauces, the apertures of 
them being pretty wide externally, but inter- 
nally almoſt imperceptible. This creature 
has no laps to 1ts ears, 


It will be moſt ſuitable in this place to 
enumerate and give a farther deſcription of 


| the African gazels all together, pardy as I 


have juſt been deſcribing ſeveral other ani- 
mals, and partly as by following the order of 
my journal in this particular, I ſhould be 
liable to make frequent repetitions. 


The hartbeeft, of which I have already 
made frequent mention in the courſe of this 
work, is the moſt common of all the larger 
oazels which are to be met with at Agter 


Bruntjes-hoogte, or indeed in the whole colony, 
and in all probability in any part of Africa. 


Theſe animals moſtly keep together in herds 
of different magnitudes, though one does not 
unfrequently ſee them wandering about in 4 
ſolitary ſtate. I have often had occaſion to 
hunt and ſhoot them, and made the drawing 
1nnzxed (vide Plate I. of this Vol.) from one 
that I had juſt ſhot. Without wiſhing in the 
leaſt to depreciate the labours of others, J 
ind myſelf neceſſitated to refer my readers to 
this, as being the only figure hitherto publiſh- 
ed, which exhibits the leaſt reſemblance of 
this animal, 


The greateſt height of this animal, which 
from the fore-feet to the withers, ſomewhat 
exceeds four feet. 


The horns, (which are 
common 


January. 
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1776. common to both ſexes,) meaſured along th, 
January. exterior curvature, are from fix to nine inche 
—Y— long, and of a black colour all over, being 
of the ſame nature in general as thoſe of thy 
gazel kind. The coloniſts make handſony 
ſpoons of them, though the gnu's horns an 
reckoned to have the fineſt grain, as well x 
the blackeſt hue, and likewiſe to take the hef 
poliſh. With reſpect to other particular 
the horns of this animal ſtand upon a mal 
protuberance of the cranium, with their bak 
almoſt quite cloſe together, diverging as the 
go upwazds continually more and more fron 
each other, as far as to one third of thei 
whole length; when proceeding farther a 
to two thirds of their whole length, they lea 
a little inwards or towards each other, at tht 
ſame time making a bend backwards; fo thi 
the uppermoſt or laſt diviſien, which is ſmooth 
and even, goes backwards very nearly in! 
horizontal direction, yet ſo that the tips tun 
a little downwards. Theſe horns from ther 
' baſes upwards, as far as two thirds of ther 
length, are emboſſed in the form of ting 
which are about eighteen in number, and neat 
the baſes of the horns are not elevated mor 
than half a line or a line above the ſurface be 
neath ; but higher up, or near and upon tis 
curvatures of the horns, theſe rings are 0 
only much larger, from a quarter to half u 
inch, but likewiſe ſeem to be more irregulit 
ſome of them forming knobs, while other 
take a ſpiral turn. All theſe rings orelevatt 


ons are {mooth in other reſpects, but betwetl 
them there is a number of longitudinal fur 
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The predominant colour in the hartbeeſt is 
cinnamon colour, but the forehead is covered 
with black hairs, which, with a ſmall admix- 
mre of brown, he in a whirl. Two inches 
below this begins an oblong black ſpor, which 
extends quite down to the noſtrils ; the lower 
lip alſo, and the fore-part of the ſhoulders are 
covered with black hairs, as are likewiſe the 
anterior part of the fore-legs quite down to 
the hoofs, theſe black hairs being ar the ſame 
time carried round them, and riſing behind up 
to the fretlock-joints. This black colour is 
diſperſed nearly in the ſame manner on the 
fore-parts of the hind-legs, and berween the 
ſetlock- joints and the hoofs behind. A good 
deal of che hindmoſt part of the haunch 1s 
covered with a wide black ſtreak, which reach- 
es down to the knee, as may be ſeen in the 
figure annexed. There are two narrow 
ſiripes, which take their riſe one behind each 


ar, and afterwards run together all along the 


ridge of the neck. From hence a dark brown 


oval ſpot extends over the whole ridge of the 
back, terminating with its broader and obtu- 
er end juſt above the tail, which is ſlender, 
and, at the firſt glance, has the appearance of 
an aſs s tail. The hairs of this begin high up, 
being black, and nearly of the nature of brif- 

tles, and rather pointing outwards than hang- 
nz down; the outer 8 which are the 
longeſt, being ſcarcely fix inches long. The 
upper and hind pants oi the haunches are of a 
pale yellow colour, as well as the anterior and 
yer edge of then, the inſide 6: them, and 
A be ly. Che poiterior parts of the fore» 


gs are likewiſe oi a lomew hat ligater hue 


than 
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rer ro ri 


( 
than the cinnamon-colour above-mentiones H 
which covers every other part of the animal Where, 
erfec 
There is a pore, one line in diameter, n ve 
inch or an inch and a half below and before u. 
internal angle of the eye. From this pore ppol 
which is the aperture of a caruncle that ipti. 
below, there is ſecreted a matter almoſt lie g pa 
ear-wax, which I obſerved my Hottentots kene 
in a piece of ſkin, as a rare and excellent nei 7: 
dicine ; on the dried ſkin of the animal, t;r/9%: 
pore is ſcarcely to be diſcerned. This per. tine. 
haps, 1s the reaſon, that ſo great and accum e 2 
a zoologiſt as M. PaLLas makes no mentiaiiſ- 90 
of this pore, as he made his deſcriptions che ba 
ly from the dried ſkins of this animal ; ed 
as to the live hartbeeſt which he ſaw, he cou den 
not ſo eaſily come at it, ſo as to take note der, 
of its pore. The rudiments of a beard g 
whiſkers, mentioned by M. PaLLas as bein The 
on each ſide of the black ſpot on the und at 
lip, may likewiſe be ſeen on the ſkin of the ects f 
hartbeeſt which I brought home with me 
This animal is deſcribed by M. PALLAS i "5 3 
Faſc. I. p. 12, No. XVI. and Faſc. XII. N er. 


XIII. p. 16 of his Spicilegia Zoologica, unde n the 
the denomination of the antilope bubalis; bu Kew 
in the Syſtema Natura, it has been previoul le ba 
taken notice of by the name of capra dorcui Per 
wherefore I chooſe to keep this ſpecific nam 

for the ſake of avoiding confuſion ; at the ſame etlock 
time, in conformity to the well-founded ops np 
nion of M. PALLAS, referring the orcas to , 
antipole or gazel genus. The bubalis of the v1: 


ancients was probably the ſame animal with , | 
our hartbeeſts and ſo is the vache de Barbar pla 
deſcribed in the Mem. pour ſervir a I Hift de 


Ant 
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imaux, Part II. p. 24. The figure given 1776. 
here, Tab. XXXIX. is, it is true, not a January. 
erect likeneſs of the antipole dorcas; but be- 3 
ng very indifferent likewiſe in other reſpects, 


tl} Mia), with ſome degree of brobability, be 
or Wopoſed to repreſent this animal. The de- 
* cription, however, contained in the follow- 
lit Wig paſſage, J. c. does not correſpond quite ſo 
ke gell with the hartbeeſt's hair, viz. Poil roux 


m6 iu 415 vers la poitrine, que vers la racine, 
/e de meme groſſeur vers le point que vers la 
1 t ſeems to be merely this paſſage that 
2s occaſioned M. BurrFon, Tom. XII. 


bn . 296, under the article bubal, to confound 
nete hartbeeſt with the animal which KoLBE 


Willed the elk; though at the ſame time he 
vidently gives a different deſeription of the 
ater, viz. that it is of an aſn-colour, &c. &c. 


— — YG 


The hair of the hartbeeſt is particularly fine, 
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* ad about an inch in length, and in other reſ- | 

c 1 ects reſembling that of harts and gazels. The ] i 
mes are covered with white hair on the inſide, 1 
= his animal has no teeth, excepting in the | 
No over jaw. Thefe are eight in number; thoſe 1 . 
inden the middle are the broadeſt, and they are 1 
buff ewiſe broader at the top than they are near 1 
ou de baſe; thus in number, as well as other 

uo perties, entirely reſembling the teeth of the 

ame" The legs are rather flender, with ſmall 

(amWctiocks and hoofs. M. Pennant, in his 

| ops ynopfis of Quadrupeds, p. 37, and in his He- 
o the”) / Quadrupeds, p. go, calls this beaſt che 
the vine antilope; and ſuppoles that M. Fors- 1 
with r, by the baker wa/ch of the Arabians, which Wh 
Bari places among the animals of a genus hi- 48 
ft ae Lerto undeiermined, means this creature. 

Ant Mie. 


* 142 
l N 


od, g "0 © Say * 5 by 1 
23 mew 7 oY 3 540 
i ty. 3 


202 A VOYAGE TO TER 


1776. Mr. HoutTuyn likewiſe, by the deſcripti beeſt 
January. and miſerable drawing he has giving vs ö the v. 
Vol. III. p. 213, Plate XXIV. probably men at ft 
the hartbeeſt. One may ealily ſee that H t 
figure has ſome affinity with the remamam et tl 

of Srua, Vol. I. Tab. XLIII. which is e! 

wiſe very properly referred to by M. Pau, * 

for the hartbeeſt; but I now find that WM 


PennanT looks upon this to be his Seneg ſand 
antilope: The deſcription, however, ed) 
not ſeem to agree fo well with the figure g Jume 
the Seba there referred to, as with M br ben 
ron's of the thoba, Tab. XXXII. fig. 2 of 
which he refers likewiſe. The ſkeleton Mut 
cranium given by M. pe Burron in Vol. II not ſe 
Tab. XXXVII and XXXV111. under the MN. > 
nomination of thoſe of the baubal, belong firous 
the hartbeeſt ; and from hence it appears, th gazel 
the horns are apt to vary in this animal, Mi haps, 


not, therefore, the Senegal and cervine ant ment 
lopes of Mr. PeNNaNnT be, in fact, one at refer 

the ſame animal? Indeed, though I hay 
found the horns of the hartbeeſt differ u. E 
each other pretty much in their external ſu Flate 
face, yet it appeared to me that the poſiti niſts t 
of them was very conſtant in the very coll larger 
derable number of them that I have ſeen 02nd! 
Africa, The head of the figure here annex had o 
b is rather too ſmall in proportion to the bod) make 
| a miſtake which happened, in the red! a deſc 
F tion of the drawing from a larger to a le Tranſ 
1 ſcale * | above 
? s call 
1 The large head and high fore-hand, tog found 
ther with the aſinine ears and tail of the hi * c: 
otte 


This defect is remedied in the preſent edition. therto 


bee! 
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at full ſpeed, appears like a heavy gallop; 
notwithſtanding which, it runs as faſt as any 
of the other large antilopes. When it has in 
the leaſt got a-head of its purſuers, it is more 
apt than almoſt any other gazel to turn round 
frequently while it is flying, and, making a 
ſand, ſtare them full in the face. I have al- 
ready made mention, at page 142 of this Vo- 
lume, of its falling on its knees, like the gun, 
when it goes to butt any one. The fleſh of it 
js of a fine grain, and rather dry, but yet of 
arather agreeable high flavour. It is at leaſt 
not ſo coarſe and dry as that of the bunte-bok. 
M. DE Buro, who at page 298, ſeems de- 
tous of ſeparating the hartbeeſt from the 
gazel, goat, and all other genera, will, per- 
haps, now be induced, by what has been juſt 
mentioned, to allow that it ought rather to be 
referred to the gazel or antilope kind. 


Eland, or Raapſe Eland, (the Cape elt) vide 
Plate I. Vol. II. is a name given by the colo- 
niſts to a ſpecies of gazel which is ſomewhat 
larger and clumſier, though, upon the whole, 
handſomer than the Hartbecſt. I have already 


ſito 
coll 


en ! 
nent bad occaſion in this and the former Vol. to 
or make mention of this animal, and have given 


edu * deſcription and drawing of it in the Swediſh 
ef Tranſactions for 1779. In one of the places 
above referred to, I have mentioned, that it 
called by the Caffres empofos ; I have ſince 
ound in my manuſcript notes, that it is like- 
viſe called by the ſame nation po, and by the 
Hottentots /'gann. There has not been hi- 
therto given any ſatisfactory deſcription or 

drawing 


Nh Nn * Fs; * 
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heeſt, render it one of the leaſt handſome of 1776. 
the whole tribe of antilopes. Its pace, when January. 


— 
_ Pn . — 
N * » 9 

4 — 2 — ſ ——_— — * * — 
— nr 4 . 


GE, 


222 A VOYAGE ro 71 


1776. drawing of this rare animal, as before this Hard 
January. had never been ſeen by any naturaliſt, been 
wy thou} 

Mr. PennanT, in the new edition of" “ 
his excellent Hiſtory of Quadrupeds, Vy with 
I. page 70, has perfectly well comprehen et 
ed my meaning in the Swediſh Trage " 
tions; but, as well as M. PALLas, in pe. 
Spicil. Zool. Faſcic. XII. p. 11, has been His! 
by Kol Bf into the error of fixing the habit migh 
tion of the Cape elk in mountanious tre 
(vide Faſc. I. Plate XVI.) an error, which h * 

uſe 


occaſioned the great M. PaLLas, who had de 
fore in Faſc. I. l. c. made mention of th 
animal by the name of oryx, to change it ſi 
that of orcas, (vide Faſc. XII. page 5, 
17,) and afterwards gave the name of ohn. 
another animal; a circumitance which it we 
to be wiſhed could be avoided, on account 
the confuſion in which the multitude d 
names, and more eſpecially the alterations 
them, muſt neceſſarily involve the ſcience 0 
natural hiſtory. After all, however, the fat 
is this, that the elk antilope, like the oti 
large ſpecies of the gazel kind, lives on ti 
plains and in vallies, inſtead of the hig 
mountains, whither KotBe has ſent it, an 
up which this animal in particular wouldl 
all probability be too heavy and unwieldly | 
climb. The Comte de Buxrrox, Tom. Xll 

Tab. XVI. p. 378, has delineated the hof 
3 well, but has very improperly 4 
cribed them to the coudou (Belgis æodoe) which 
is quite a different animal, and of which & 
ſhall ſay more hereafter. 
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The figure annexed at Plate I. Vol. IL. | 
had an opportunity, in my journey home 


Wards, 
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mis Wi v2rds, of drawing from a live elk, which had 1776. 
mis! deen caught while it was yet a fawn; but January. 
though it was not quite grown up, and though 
ic was permitted to go looſe day and night 
without the leaſt reſtraint and confinement, 
yet it never went away, but kept very near 
do mankind, and about the farm: whence it 
appears, how eaſy it would be to domeſticate 
this ſpecies of gazel, which, in its tame ſtate, 
might be more ſerviceable than either horſes 
or oxen, and, in a great meaſure, perform 
the offices for which both theſe animals are 
uſed ; eſpecially as this beaſt is ſaid to keep 
up its fleſh without taking much food, for the 
moſt part contenting itſelf with ſhrubs and 
buſhes, which the land is more inclined to 
produce than graſs. It appeared to me, that 
the hair in the fore-top and on the fore-head 
Nas longer in this than in the three old ones 
which I ſaw ſhot; on the other hand, this want- 
ed the ſmall elevation, or knob, which the 
others, and particulalry one of them, had 
between and behind their horns, 


This beaſt is of an aſh colour, inclining a 


JN U. N : 

hie ile towards blue, excepting the following 
ers, which are quite black, viz. the tuft at 
uld be end of the tail, the ſkin between the fet- 


ocks and the hoofs, and the thin erect mane, 


hich extends from the nape of the animal's 
hornWpcck along the ſpine of its back. 
ly 4 


The horns of this creature, when it is full 
grown, are two feet long, and of a dark 
brown colour, being twiſted, or forming a 
very conſpicuous wreath half way up from the 
baſe, in which they have three ſides and three 
1dges or ribs ſeparated by the ſides from each 
other ; 
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1776. other; the horns afterwards become round 
January. and ſtraight, excepting that the tips of then abo 
are gradually turned a little forwards and ihren 
wards. The hindmoſt ridge near the be. 
becomes, in the middle of the writhen part ock 
the horn, the middlemoſt ridge, and Meer, 
moſt raiſed ; but at its termination again H 
coming the hindmoſt, gradually decreaſhe e. 
and vaniſhes at the back of the upper e 
of the horn. The interior and anterior eq ooſe 
is the moſt obtuſe of any, and in ſome o u 
quite rounded off; the exterior and anteriois 20: 
likewiſe terminates at top, outwards and foi has 
wards, ſomewhat higher than the others, Me nm 
the bottom of all, near the baſe of the hon t, an 
there appears ſeveral irregular. ſcabrous e ki. 
oblique rings, which are tolerably well exp ewi 
ſed in the figure of the tobacco horn given n 
Plate I. Vol. I. fig. 3; but after this, Mall 
fibres of the horn take a ſpiral form, runniq r tall 
i over and parallel with the above. deſcrib e elk 
twiſted angles and ſides of the horn, thou poſſi 
in ſeveral places a half ring or ſcabrous ine nter 
quality going acroſs them is diſcoverable. „att. 
forehead of this animal is flat, and tolerab f ſe 
broad at top, in proportion to what it is love a hu 
down about the eyes, where it becomes es ſu; 
narrow. It has a foretop ſtanding erect, way fir 
length of its whole forehead. Its noſe is ſhare) ru! 
and pointed. Its breaſt is covered with ether 
paleare, or looſe ſkin, with long hair. ng 
| We pprin 
This animal has a great deal of fat, eſpeciWiure u 
ally about the heart: from an old male wal the ; 
we gave chaſe to and ſhot, we got ſuch Wl befe 
quantity of fine and tender fat, as we cover, i 
with difficulty get into a box that would bogs, th: 
abouWrer;, - 
Vor. 
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bout ten pounds of butter. As at the com- 
encement of our journey home wards through 
be deſert, the hounds we had with us had un- 
uckily devoured our ſtock of butter, a far- 


| ner, who ſtill accompanied us, ſhewed us 
n o to prepare the fat from about the heart of 
eaſal be elk, and to uſe it for eating on bread in 


he ame manner as is generally practiſed with 
oſe-greaſe and hogs-lard. The taſte of it 
Iſo was very ſimiliar to theſe, and to the full 
good; and, indeed, if J may be ſuppoſed 
> have been able to form any judgment of 
e matter at a time when we were ſo ſharp 


—_— 


s e kind, it was rather better. The breaſt is 
Kkewiſe evtremely fat, and is always looked 
pon as a great delicacy. The fleſh is uni- 
rally of a finer grain, more juicy and bet- 
r taſted than that of the Hart- becſt. When 
e elk· antilopes are hunted, they always run, 
poſſible, againſt the wind, even though the 


iter himſelf ſhou}d come from that fide, 


„Id attempt to drive them back. I have my- 
erabi k ſeen a moſt evident inſtance of this, when 
love hunting party with three others. In fact, 


s ven ſuppoſed, that being very fat and purly, 
e find it eaſier to fetch their breath when 
run againſt the wind. They moſtly keep 
gether in large herds, and were ſuppoſed to 
grate now and then to the ſouthward, like 
eſpring- boks, when any great drought, or 


ſpeciſ ore with reſpect to rain and water, happens 
which the interior or northen parts of Africa. 
uch Wt before our departure from Agter Bruntjes- 
cou, ſome Hottentots arrived there with the 


Ws, thatthey had ſeen, between the two Viſch- 
75, an infinite number of elks, which juſt 
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at that place turned back again and made ty, 
This piece of intelligenc; 
was in all probability true; for on our retun 
homewards, we found [eat ſpots, which 
before were green and covered with herbag 
grazed off quite bare, and almoſt as mud 
beaten and trampled under foot, as a places 
encampment for cavalry. It was 1magined 
that ſuch large herds as theſe, either woul 
not deign to "make way for any huntſmen d 
horſeback, or elſe that the foremoſt of the 
could not avoid making ſome reſiſtance, a 
account of thoſe in the rear preſſing um 
them. If this were the caſe, it would har 
been a great misfortune for our ſmall party: 
have met with this army of quadruped,; 
they would, in all probability, have jump 
over our heads and trod us under foot, inc 
we had not had time or room enough to h 
ot on one fide out of their way. The mi 
elks, which are rather aged, and conſequeat 
flow and tardy, keep apart from the rel 
the herd; and are generally ſo fat and hear 
as, in cale of being chaſed, to tire imme 
ately on the firſt onſet. And indeed, of! 
elk ſpecies, the males are always che fat 
and largeſt in the herd, and have evident! 
fuller neck than the others; it is likes 
theſe, that the hunter ſingles out and is ſure 
come up with firſt, I have been affured| | 
ſeveral people, that ſome of the younger! 
ficeter, but at the ſame time fater fort 
bucks, will ſometimes, when they are h 
run, drop down dead during the chaſe; i 
that melted fat, as it were, together with! 


blood, would at that time gulh out of tl 


Bel 


noſtrils. 
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> t0- Being on a hunting party on our way home, 1776. 
ace and obſerving a young buck of the elk- anti- January. 
tung lope ſpecies, a farmer who was along with us 

micht ent off his ſon, a lad about twenty years old, 

age 2s being the lighteſt, as well as the beſt 

nud mounted of us all, to give chaſe to it; and 

ce by ſo doing, procured me likewiſe no ſmall 

ne degree of pleaſure, as long as I could get to 

ouch view the chaſe, which was for the ſpace of more 

en g than a quarter of an hour. In conſequence 

meal of their diſtance from me, and the great rate 
©, Mat which they went, the legs of the horſe, as 

op well as thoſe of the elk, being ſcarcely per- 
| hay ceptible, both the ſportſman and his game 
ard ſeemed to ſwim, or fail, as it were, over the 
1s, us and plains, while they were mutually en— 
aeg deavouring to get to the windward of each 

mn aß other. In fact, the young huntſman had 
0 hu more than once the advantage in this point ; 
e 11 but in order to prolong the pleaſure of the 
1100" chaſe, and buoyed up by the ambitious hopes 

rel: Wi cf being able to tire out his game, and after- 

en wards drive it back to us, he purpoſely ne- 
nme elected ſeveral opportunities that offered of 

ot jumping off his horſe, {as the ſportſmen here 
e fa are uſed to do) and ſhooting che flying foe. 
lentl Beſides, the air was tolerably calm; and in 
11 kev this caſe, the animal in general does not ſtrive 
s ſure ſo pertinaciouſly to get to the windward of its 
ured q purſuers, as at other times, ſo that there have 
ge deen inſtances known of ſpirited and expert 
fot WM portſmen who, to their ſingular ſatisfaction, 
are Mes well as for the ſake of greater convenience, 
alc; are hunted elks and other gazels, and driven 
Win g them back, for many miles together, from the 
of ti open plains, on to their own doors, before 
they have thought it worth while to fire their 
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pieces at them. But to return to our ſportſ. | PP 
man; in the ſpace of about two hours he WM #8 


comes back, wearied and confuſed, and plead. if the 
ing in his excule that, having fired at the | On 
beaſt and wounded it, though not mortally, W E 
it had eſcaped into a cloſe thicket, while he 15 
was occupied in adjuſting his ſaddle, which 15 
had got looſe; together with other excuſes q 

that nature, He likewiſe added, that while \ 
he was chaſing the animal, he could plainly * 
perceive a bloody froth exſuding from is L 
neck, along with the white foam which ap- 15 
pears on moſt animals on their being hard ahi 
run. This exſudation, or ſweating of blood, * 
does not appear to me in the leaft improbs- ij 
ble; however, I will not by any means pledge | 
myſelf for the truth of it; as, being fo ver C 
unuſual a circumſtance, it muſt have been = 
ſeen at a ſmaller diſtances, and confirmed by 10 2 
the teſtimony of ſeveral, before it could be = ; 
thought credible, - Every body, however, =” 
in this country was firmly of opinion, (and, 3 
as it appears to me, not without reaſon) tha I 
although game of this kind, and hunted 5 0 
almoſt as hard as this, might eſcape for tit . 

preſent, they would however ſoon after gros ue 
{tiff in their joints and die; or at leaſt be ſo , bo 
diſabled, that the next time they were chaſed as 

either by ſportſmen or wild beaſts, they would * : 
the eaſier become a prey to them, The calc ct 
is quite otherwiſe with horſes, which are pre- A 

vented by their maſters from drinking, or from Ngo 
being otherwile cooled too ſoon, when they ate * 

warm. Nevertheleſs, almoſt all horſes which 3 


| W220 
have been much uſed in hunting, are wy = 
much ſpavined, and ſometimes are very a 
in their joints, and flow in their paces, til, 

previoullſ 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE, 229 

Ny previouſly to their being taken out a hunting 1776. 

bo again, they have been rode out a little, and January. 
e © 


| their limbs, by this means, rendered pliable. 
One of our company had a large horſe, . but 
| as thin as a grey-hound, which was very much 
E foundered. This horſe, however, when it 


ad. 
the 
lly, 


. had got warm, was one of the ſwifteſt I ever 
et eyes on. 
2 Neither are theſe hunting-parties without 
i eir difficulties, and even danger for the 
ap Fhunters themſelves being carried by their 
dan borſes through coppices and thickets, (in 
„0%, ich caſe their legs are ſcratched, and the 
b. birts of their coats torn by buſhes) and are 
do obliged to leap over pits and rivulets, neither 
yer (can they entirely avoid ſinking now and then 
cen into the holes and ſubterraneous paſſages, 
1 by WY ch are dug in the earth by the various kinds 
1 be of animals 1 have deſcribed above. In chaſ- 
ver, s the elk-antilope near little FI river in 
and, Mur way home on the firſt of February, I had 
tha be misfortune to have my horſe, which was 
id e⸗lloping full ſpeed, fink into the ground with 
mw fore feet; in conſequence of which he, as 
_ It appeared to me and my companions in the 
de 0 4c, tumbled over head and heels, (gat over 
aſe) I 0p.) I myſelf was thrown, with my gun 
ould my hand, to a great diſtance from him, and 
ae W's particulary hurt in both my wriſts, of 
pre ich I had not the perfect uſe for a long 
(tom me. The gun, though it was cocked, did 
WW 0 off 1n the fall. As ſoon as my horſe 
ich ene up, he galloped home again to our 
erty Sgons, which were in ſight, ſo that I had 
- Rf de additional mortification of being obliged 


till, return on foot; a circumſtance, which, in 
ö , 
the 


ouſly 
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the caſe of hunting the buffalo or the lion, 
might have been attended with ſtill worſe 


conſequences, My conpanions were lo eager WM ha 
and intent on the chaſe, that they all rode on WK cu 
without giving themſelves the trouble to ſee WM ho! 
whether I wanted any help or no. twi 
i 
The elk-antilopes, however, are none of Wi eds 
them ſo fleet as the hartbeefts ; the hide like. of 
wiſe of the neck, particularly of that of the WW the 
male, is thicker and tougher than either the WF | | 
hide of this latter or that of the common oz; Wi Ca; 
and is looked upon, next to the buffalo: Wi eve 
hide, to be the fitteſt for halters for oxen, i del 
traces for waggons, field-ſhoes, and ſuch-like this 
uſes. The female has horns, like the male, WW whi 
but ſmaller; though they, as well as thok WW whi 
of the male, are uſed by the Hottentots MW writ 
both men and women, for tobacco-pipes, i tak: 
the manner I have before mentioned at Cha. or t 
V. Vol. I. (fee likewiſe Plate I. fig. 3. 0M diy 
the ſame volume.) There is no porus ſe0-W was 
ceus, or ceriferus, at the corner of the eye H othe 
this animal, as there is in the eye of the ent 
and of the hartbee/t. I obſerved a very lf mea 
gular circumſtance in the laſt elk we [bo of w 
which was, that on each fide of its eight frail 
teeth, there was a cartilaginous proceſs exit N 
ly reſembling a tuſk. Theſe proceſſes ve fort, 
ſomewhat flexible and elaſtic; in fact, % p. 
did not ſeem at all adapted to maſticarion, ſhee 
that it was difficult to conjecture for will the | 


purpoſe they were intended by nature. WF is 2c 
the live young elk that I made a drawing L. 
it did not once enter into my thoughts to it 
examine how things were ſituated with reſpe the 

to this proceſs. haye 
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231 
on, Koedoe is the name given by the coloniſts 1776. 
orſe to a beautiful tall gaze/ with long and lender January. 
ger WF ſhanks, which is larger, though much leſs 8 
on clumſy and heavy, than the elk-antilope. The 


korns too of the koedoe, beſides that the ſpiral 


| twiſt on them is more deeply emboſſed, and 
is embelliſhed with a ſingularly prominent 


e of edge, or rib, are twice as long as the horns 
tke- of the elk. M. be Burron, who has ſeen 
the the horns only of both theſe animals, has, as 
the WW | have already mentioned, miſcalled the 
0x; Cape. elk by the name of coudou; which how- 
aloe ever properly belongs to the animal l am now 
ven, deſcribing, whoſe name he has, inſtead of 
«like this, diſtorted to condoma; a circumſtance 
nal, WF which probably proceeded from the letter to 
tho: WW which M. Burrox refers, having been ill 
cots, WW written, or elſe from his having made a miſ- 
s, take in reading it; ſo that either in one caſe 
lap. or the other, they turned the letter 4 in cou- 
3. M % ropſy turvy, and made an x of it, He 
eb, vas obliged to alter the termination alſo, 
e a otherwiſe we ſhould have had two very differ- 
e (10 ent animals with the ſame name. By this 
y (0 means, likewiſe, the /- antilope ran the riſk 
* of wearing the long ſtately horns of the #oedoe. 
front 

ex Neither has M. HouTTuyn been more 
wei fortunate in his Natuurlyke Hiſtorie, Vol. III. 
, ney p. 267, in which he claſſes them with the 
on, ſheep. Excepting the horns, the whole of 
wil the figure he has given in Tab. XXVI. I. c. 
. 's good for nothing Our great countryman 
ng Lis x us has been fo far miſled, as to refer 
hes do it in his Syſtem of Nature for the figure of 
ee the ovis ftrepſiceros; though the body they 


have put ta the horns (which, however, never 
belonged 
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1776. belonged to it) is certainly not like that of I 
January. a ſheep. A better figure is given in the {the 
—— Neouv. Deſcrip. du Cap. de B. Eſperance, page the 

41, 42, the author of which aſſures us, tha bin- 
it was taken from the life. In the mean time Wubi 
I muſt confeſs, that I had no cognizance par 
whatever of the beard: I will not venture, ict, 
however, to diſpute the point very tenaciouſ. Whoo 
ly, as I ſaw theſe animals alive but twice in Weet 
the courſe of my hunting expeditions, though, Mer. 
indeed, that was at no great diſtance. Ms 
PaLLas, who had examined the head of: Mit a 
koedoe, remarks in Spic. I. p. 1-1), tha are 
the koedoe has no beard, and therefore canno; Miſore 
be the capra anonyma of KoL BE. Mr. Pix. bro. 
NANT, Who in his Hiſtory of Duadruped, Won 
Vol. I. p. 77, has accurately deſcribed the Hand 
koedoe under the name of the firiped antilie halt 
from ſeveral ſkins of this animal, and who te- ern 
fers to the above-mentioned figure in the moſ 
Nouv. Deſcript. du Cap, as being a good one, each 
is quite filent with reſpe& to the beard. hit 
have ſome time before aſſerted in the Swediſh {Wſſcove 
Tranſactions for 1779, p. 157, that the male of tt 
of the koedoe had no horns; a circumſtance Winch 
which had not been remarked before by any 
zoologiſt, and which I would wiſh to confirm Fi 
in this place; with the additional remark, that WW! ha 
the porus ceriferus, which in a number of gun 
zels is placed below the eye, is wanting in the {Wlonil 
koedoe, Concerning this point I aſſured mi- m 
ſelf, by inſpecting the body of a fawn of oe Wit 1s 
of the animals immediately after it was ſhot. _n 
male 
The predominant colour in this fawn's ſkin, Vith 
which I brought home with me, is a rully eom. 
brown; the ridge of the back is likewiſe part Nb a 


j 
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hoofs ; but directly above them on all the four 


feet there is a, white ſpot, compoſed, as it 


were, of two; the fetlock-joints are extreme- 


ly ſmall, and the part below each of them is 
of a brown colour. On the breaſt again, there 
are likewiſe ſome dark brown marks. The 


forchead and the fore part of the noſe are 
brown, the lower lip is white, and there is 
ome white on the upper lip, on the knees, 
and on each fide of the fore legs; a white ſtripe 


half an inch long runs forward from the in- 


Iternal angle of each eye, and theſe ſtripes al- 


moſt meet together juſt above the noſe; upon 


each of the cheek-bones there are two ſmall 
[white ſpots; the inner edges of the ears are 
covered with white hairs, and the upper part 
of the neck is adorned with a brown mane an 
inch long. 


From the tall and ſlender form of the koedoe, 
| had conceived it to be a very ſwift- footed 
aumal; but J have been aſſured by two co- 
loniſts, that in this reſpect it is not only ve- 
ry moderate, but likewiſe ſoon tires; ſo that 
tis more eaſily overtaken by the hounds 
than any other gazel: on the other hand, the 
males with their long horns defend themſelves 
with great ſpirit againſt their foe, when he 
comes to cloſe quarters with them. I cannot 
by any means ſuppoſe, that the large horns 


of 
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y inclined to brown and partly to white; but 1776. 
the ſtripes which go from it downwards, to January. 
the number of eight or nine, are white; the 
E hind part of the belly is of a white colour, 
which extends ſtrait downwards on the fore 
part of the hind legs in the form of a white, 
lit, terminating a hand's breadth above the 
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1776. of the male are the cauſe of its running ſo 
ar. flowly; for the female, which is free from 
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this burthen, is not looked upon to be ſwif. 
ter of foot than the male: fo that I canng 
conceive the reaſon, why nature has denied 
her the power of extricating herſelf from dan. 
ger, both by means of her head and of he: 
cet. 


On the 29th of January, being on our wy 
homewards, we came very cloſe upon ſever 
or eight &oedoes, one of which, not placing 
any dependence on its legs, fled for refuge 
into the river, where it got entangled in the 
weeds and graſs that floated on the ſurface, 
and was ſeized and worried to death by ou 
hounds. Afterwards two of our Hottentots 
ſwam to it, and cut off ſeveral ſlices from it. 
1 found the fleſh much of the ſame natur 
with that of the Hartbeeſt, but the marrow wa, 
at leaſt in my opinion, extremely delicious 
The koedve is ſaid to live more on ſhrubs and 
buſhes, than any of the other gazels I hav 
before mentioned. A ſportſman, in whok 
preſence I was making mention of the carts 
lages of the elk-antilope which reſemble 
tuſks, informed me, that the koedoe had pro- 
ceſſes exactly of the fame kind. 


Another of the larger kind of gaze! at tit 
Cape, is known by the name of gem/e-bok, ot 
chamois. How improper an appellation this 
is in many reſpects Dr. FoxsTer has alread) 
taken notice, in his Voyage round the Mori 
Vol. I. page 84. The horns are very well 
delineated in Buxron, Tom. XII. Tab. 
XXXIII. Fig, 3. and there is a beautiful 


figure 
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| figure of the whole animal in the Nouv. De- 
cript. page 56, where the name of paſan, January. 
E which had been given it by M. Dok Burron, . 
is retained. M. PaLLas, who, in his Spic. 


Zool. Faſc. I. pag. 14. hath called it the an- 
tilope bezoartica, has thought proper to alter 
the name in his Faſc. XII. page 16 and 17, 
to that of antilope oryx. Mr. PENN ANT has 


| deſcribed this gaze under the denomination 
of Egyptian, vide his Synopfis of Quadrupeds, 
| page 25; and his Hiſt. of Quadrupeds, p. 67. 


M. HouTTuyn likewiſe by his Fig. 1. Tab. 
XXIV. which Linnzvus refers to for his capra 
eazzlla, probably meant the Cape chamois. 


In all probability, this animal is peculiar to 
| the north-weſtern part of the colony; for in 


the tracts of country I travelled through, I 
neither ſaw nor heard any thing of it. At 
Cape Town, however, the horns are not very 
ſcarce, I have one under my care in the ca- 
binet of the Royal Academy, which is of a 
blackiſh colour, about three feet long, and 
almoſt perfectly ſtraight, the lower half of it at 
the ſame time being diſtinguiſhed by twenty 
or more craggy wavy rings projecting above 
the ſurface. The upper half is ſmooth, and 
goes off tapering by degrees to a ſharp point, 
the diameter of the baſe being about an inch 
and a half, In other reſpects, this creature 
is deſcribed both by Mr. PznNanT, and in 
the above-mentioned compilation, as being 
of an aſh colour ſomewhat inclining to red; 
the belly, legs, and face are white; but the 
[paces juſt before and round about the horn, 
together with the fore part of the upper extre- 
mity of the noſe, and the lower part of the 
forehead, are black, or black bordering upon 

brown; 
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1776. brown; there alſo goes from the eyes to the is 
January. chin a browniſh black ſtripe, which is con. 


” nected by another of the ſame kind with the * 
above-mentioned ſpot on the noſe and fore. * ; 


head. This animal eis likewiſe ſaid to be of MR 
2 dark colour on the ſhoulders, a little on the 3 P 
fore part of the legs, on thoſe parts where the Ike 
belly terminates in the ſides, on the tail itſeſ, WF 
and all along the back and the neck. The 
tail feems to reach to the hocks, and the 
hoofs appear to be of an uncommon length; 
ſo, at leaſt, they are repreſented in the rie 
figures alluded to above. 


Ithe t 

Rs Eb : a CU 
Kor Be's deſcription of his elk (called the Bur 
elden-thier in the German edition, p. 144, ut 
anſwers better in ſome ſort to this gazel than Y ooes 


to that which is actually known at the Cape by 
this name, and of which I have given a de- T 
icription; but whichever of theſe two it is WF 


5 (calle 
that Kol BE means, his deſcription is faulty * 
at all events, and the weight he mentions, a 
viz. 400lb. is under the real weight of the Hie 
animal. But be that as it will, there is the a1 


molt fnanifeſt abſurdity in KoLBe's aſſertion, 2 
that an animal of ſuch a weight as this ſhould 4 
be caught in a ſpringe with a ſmall cord, and Zu. 
drawn up into the air. | the « 


The 4laauw-bok is alſo one of the large Neha 
ſpecies of gaze/, which, probably, are only WW 
to be found in the ſame diſtri&t with the T 
gazel juſt deſcribed; excepting, perhaps, 1 page 
ſingle one, which may happen now and then fow 
by great chance to ſtray from theſe parts: teck 
for at Krakeel-rivier, I found they had pre- did! 


ſerved a ſkin of this animal, The colour of lince 
this 
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this creature when alive is ſaid to reſemble 


four rings to three-fourths of their height ; 


but the uppermoſt quarter is ſmooth, and 


goes off tapering by degrees to a point. 


The bunte-bok, (the painted or pied goat) 


called by Mr. PeNNanT the harneſſed antilope, 


and by M. PaLLas antilope ſcripta, I have al- 


ready mentioned in Vol. I. page 137, as be- 
ing ſomewhat leſs than the hartbeeft; and 
again in Chap. VII. as being larger than the 


boſch-bok, The buntebok is not to be found 
any farther to the eaſtward of the Cape than 
Jwellendam; but a farmer who had been in 
the country of Tambuki informed me, that he 
had there again ſeen bunte-boks, though ſome - 


what different from the abovementioned. 


The gnu, which I have deſcribed above at 
Pages 142, and 190, and have given the 
figure of in Plate II. of this volume, I 
reckon, with ſtill greater confidence than 1 
did before, among the large gazels of Africa; 


ince, induced by the arguments I have made 
ule 
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that of blue velvet, but when it is dead it is January. 
Jof a lead colour. There is a beautiful figure WING 
lof it by the name of the Tzeiran, to be ſeen 
lat p. 58 of the compilation I have frequently 
referred to. On this ſubject the reader may 
likewiſe turn to Mr. PeNxanT's blue antilope, 
and M. PaLLas's antilope leucophea; being 
thus called by the latter gentleman, from the 
circumſtance of its being marked with a large 
white ſpot juſt before and beneath each eye. 
Ude hairs on the belly are long and white; 
the tail is ſhort; the horns go backwards with 
n curve, being decorated with about twenty- 
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uſe of to this purpoſe in the Swediſh Tran( 
actions, the great Engliſh PLiny, whoſe ad. 
mirable Hiſtory of Quadrupeds J have ſo often 
quoted in theſe ſheers, has likewiſe though: 
proper to refer the guu to the gazel kind. 


To the ſmaller African gazels, (which, in 
deed, has been already treated of) having 
no porus ceriferus underneath the eye, belong 
the following : 


The Boſch- bob, or antilope ſylvatica, corniby 
erectis ſubtriquetris ſpiralibus, corpore fuſe, 
albo maculato, cauda breviſſima. This animi 
] have already ſpoken of Chap. VII. Vol.! 
and have given the figure of it in Plate Vl, 
of this volume. As the ſpecific difference d 
the other gazels which are better known tha 
this in the reſpective deſcriptions of each d 
them, or may be found in ſome of the author 
there quoted, I chooſe to omit the inſertion 
of them here, in order to avoid prolixity; 
particularly as it would be of no ſervice, ex- 
cepting with reſpect to the making out of tht 
nomenclature of the whole genus. 


- The /pring-bok, or the bounding goit 
(vide page 88, &c. and Plate V. of this vo- 
lume) is called by M. PaLLAs, in his Fab 
XII. page 15, the antilope pygargus. 


Beſides the gazels above-mentioned, thete 
are ſeveral others of which I am not able 00 
give the zoologiſts ſo good an account as the) 
may require of me. I conceive, nevertbe. 
leſs, that the enumerating of them here will 


not be wholly uſeleſs, as by this means the 
| atten- 
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"ran{, attention of naturaliſts and travellers may be 1776. x 
e ad. turned to them in a particular manner, ſo that January. 0 
often ſome light may at length be thrown on this uf 
buen principal branch of zoology, which has been 161 
or hitherto ſo much involved in darkneſs. 8 
| Theſe animals are the following: 5 
ir f ; . a 
aving The ree-bok is a gregarious animal, two BM 
d - ; 14 
eon feet in height, The predominant colour of N 
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it is an aſh- colour, ſome what reſembling that 
of a hare, but a little inclining to red; the 
belly and anus are white, as well as the under 
part of the tail, which is very ſhort; the horns 
are black, quite ſtraight, and in poſition, 
form and ſubſtance, very like thoſe of the 
gemſe- bot, but are barely a foot long, and 
proportionally very ſmall, conſequently very 
taper at the end and ſharp-pointed ; for which 
reaſon the Hottentots frequently keep them 
by them, and uſe. them as awls or bodkins 
for the purpoſe of boring holes, when they 
make or repair their ſhoes or cloaks. The 
hair likewiſe of this creature ſeems to be 
lofter and finer than common. The fleſh of 
it is dry, and is accounted worſe than that 
of any other gazel. 


This animal was not uncommon in Hotter - 
tots Holland, Artaquas-kloof and Lange-kloof. 
| muſt own, however, that I have drawn up 
the account I have juſt given of this animal, 
from memory only, as [ had the misfortune 
to loſe the original deſcription, together witn 
the drawing. In a journey like mine, loſſes 
of this kind are not to be wondered at. At 
times, when I was wet through with heavy 


ſhowers of rain, or in conſequence of having 
forded 
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1776. forded a river, a paper or two that I had 3. 

January. bout me, muſt neceſſarily have been in theſame 

predicament. The overturning of our wag. 

gon likewiſe, eſpecially at night, which hap. 

pened at two different times, was of no preat 

ſervice to my collections, particularly to my 
inſects. 


The riet, or reed ree- bot, I ſaw but once, 
and then J had but a haſty glimpſe of it, 2 
it ran by me. This was during my reſidence 
at Agter Bruntjes- hoogte, and it was there only 
that I heard any mention of this creature, |t 
generally keeps concealed among the reed 
and marſhy places, and is thought to reſem- 
ble a little the animal laſt deſcribed, from 
which two circumſtances it has obtained the 
name it bears. It is, however, twice as big 
as the ree-bok; they are monagamous, or 
keep only in pairs, and, if I remember right, 
the females are ſaid to be without horns. 


Notwithſtanding all the preſents and offers | 
I have made to my correſpondents at the 
Cape, they have not yet fulfilled their pro- 
miſes of ſending me the ſkins of theſe two 
animals, which are probably a ſpecies of the 
capra or GAZEL genus, hitherto entirely un- 
known. 


The wlaxfteen-bok was the name given at 
Aster Bruntjes-hoogte to animals (probably of 
the gazel kind) two feet in height, which 
uſed, in ſome ſort, to herd together on the 
vlaktens, or plains, though for the moſt part 
diſperſed and at a diſtance from each other, 


I likewiſe ſaw this creature twice on my jour- 
ney 
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rey homeward through the deſert. Though, 1776. 
| when at a certain diſtance, it did not appear January. 

n the leaſt ſhy, it always took care, however, 
not to let any of us come within gun-fhot of 


it, It muſt conſequently be hunted down on 
horſeback, except the ground 1s too ſtoney 
and rough, The colour of it was a very pale- 
red, or a mouſe-colour, (colore murino) on 
which account it was likewiſe ſaid to be call- 
ed by ſome the bleer-bok, or vaal ree-bok. 


lt is more clumſy and unweildy than the ree- 


zol, and in its form reſembles the animal 
commonly called the feen-bot at the Cape. 


The animals called by the coloniſts feen- 


Uk, grys-bok, duyker-bok, and Klipſpringer, are 
about two feet high, being probably of the 


gaze kind, and are not uncommon near the 
Cape; But for this very reaſon, and in con- 
ſequence of my having been frequently im- 


peded by my botanical reſearches, I deferred 


tie inveſtigation of theſe animals till it was 
too late, as my departure for Europe took 
place much ſooner than 1 expected. It 
s ſome conſolation to me, however, to re- 
lect, that this loſs may be eaſily repaired ; 
ind, indeed, more than repaired, by ſome- 
body elſe : perhaps we may expect that fa- 
our from Meſſrs. FoxsTERs, who, when at 
he Cape, were engaged in making drawings, 


ogether with accurate deſcriptions of theſe 


udrupeds; for which reaſon likewiſe, I 
ven then conſidered my reſearches into this 
ater as being the more ſuperfluous. In the 
ean time, however, I mult obſerve, that I 
in perfectly convinced that theſe animals are 
o ſpecies diſtinct from each other, the females 
Vor. II. R of 


—  wew 2 „ 


— — 


, . — als ke — 
4 * I * - , — - — T — —— * — 2 * 
% af" ww l = 3 F * — 4 2 rn * — D W4 * * * — 2 r 5 
* D 1 1 1 8 2 * 4 —_— 3 0 e SS . 7 1 n i T7 
F 444 «4 Tx... » * * Ks 1 = oe = — MS „ 5 _ Þ 2 o 7 8 2 8 * Vs = T 4 F "© 
wy Ps. &. * „ 3 wroamy, » 0 * * * ==> 4 an 1 . * r * — 3 
. 2 — E "" a * 2 On « Vs — 2% 
» 0 = — n q * y _ — — 1 p — 3 
22 . — 5 — 12 * "a 1 5 : T 
n — nt 3 1 x q 
- = — 21 w ; = 
p —— = 2 | - om. 


Ws > + 1 4 = a 
r 


% ry 
_ — 5 S 
= 1 — _ — - S* 477 g wa - 
— * WE * 
- ha — — — — - — 
> + a Rs . 21 1 + a _ , : 
_— * x =. 2.5 


IRS 


— — — 


22 
— 


— 755 — 
. * 
8 — 9 f 


22 — 2 
5 2 — 0 


by" 1 
— 8 
_— 


_ = 
+. RS — 
or 4 
2 —— 4 


: 

E 

2 
4: 
ö 


242 


1776. 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE, 


of which have no horns ; and, if I a 


January. right, they have all a porus ceriferus beloy 


SY "————_ 


the eye, except, according to what I yg 
told, the duyer-bok.. The fleſh too of thi 
laſt animal was alſo ſaid to be very dry and 


tough, when compared with that of the 


others, which I taſted of, and which appear. 
ed to me, with reſpect to the high flavoy 
and - dryneſs of the meat, to bear ſome re. 
ſemblance to the fleſh of the hare, 


The fteen-bok is of a reddiſh colour, with; 
white ſpot over its eyes, and is probab ; 
variety of Mr. PEnnanT's red antilope, Hit 
of Quadrupeds, page 76. 


The grys-bok is of a greyiſh colour, wit 
black ears, and a large black ſpot round the 
eyes, being probably the A. Grimmia. Spiel 
£001. J. p. 8. Tab. III. 


The klip/pringer is of a light red colou, 
inclining to yellow, and intermixed vit 
black ftreaks; the tips and edges of its eat 
are black, The tails of theſe animals wer 
very ſhort; the horns of all the males, if | 
remember right, are rather ſhorter than thel 
ears, being in fome meaſure ſtraight, anda 
the ſame time round, ſmooth, ſharp-pointed 
black, ard ſtanding at a great diſtand 
from each other, though probably they va 


in their poſition. The &klip/pringer has ob- 


rained the name it bears, from the circum 
ftance of its running with the greateſt vel 
city, and making large bounds even on tit 
ſteepeſt} precipices, and in the moſt rock 


places; ſo that, like the other two, it canndl 
be 
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ver Wl de eaſily caught with hounds. In this reſpe& 1776. 


lov WW i; reſembles Mr, PennanT's ſwift antilope, January. 


"ui. c. As for the duyker-bok, or diving goat, 
thy Wi have only had a ſingle glimpſe of it. The 
and WS colour of it ſeemed to be dark brown, and its 
de manner of running in the higheſt degree ſin- 
eat. gular; as the animal would make a bound at 
You BW intervals, rifing in its leap with its neck erect, 
© . and in its deſcent bringing it down between 
its legs, and then continuing its courſe on 
the ground. This, perhaps, among the 
buſhes, had the appearance of diving, and 
rave riſe to its name. 


1th 
ly 3 
Hilt | 

Apes, or baboons, reſide in_ conſiderable 
numbers in the woody part of the mountain, 


wit 
d tie hey are ſaid to have long canine teeth or 
pic P 

rong, and difficult to kill, ſo that they will 
ſometimes even force the tigers to quit their 
hold, and part with their lives to the hounds 
it a dear rate. On this account the coloniſts 
Ire not very fond of hunting them. One 
lay, however, when ſeveral baboons made 
heir appearance very near the farm where we 


Jour, 
with 
3 ean 


wett 
„ If 


ther ere lodged, I perſuaded my hoſt to ſet his 
ind eg upon them. One of theſe baboons, 
inte WS hich ſeemed rather in years and inactive, 
a i perhaps was not able to reach the moun- 
* ain ſo ſoon as the reſt, took refuge in a low 
as 0V- 


ree down in the plain. My piece was at this 


recon me loaded with what they call feen-bak ſhot 


- vel0- 


on the ith theſe, at the diſtance of fifteen paces 
rocka, 1 hit the animal in the left breaſt; not- 
cannot thitanding which, the creature, though 

be R 2 mortally 


t of foot, nimble, 


r ſhot about the ſize of a common pea; and 
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1776. mortally wounded, was able to ſtay in the 


January. tree ſeveral minutes, and during that time 


did not utter the leaſt cry or groan. At laſt, 
when it it was obliged to quit its hold on the 
tree, the dogs fell upon it before it came u 
the ground. I now found that there wx 
very good foundation for what J had been for. 
merly told, viz. that there was no ſpecies df 
hunting ih which the dogs ſhew ſo much fur 
and malice as in the chafe of monkies or by 
boons; ours having wounded the animal i 
a moſt terrible manner, before they could be 
made to quit it. The head of this creature 
very much reſembled that of a dog, and in 
tuſks were about half an inch long; the colour 
of the hair was a yellowifh brown ; the tal 
was nearly as long as the body, and was ter: 
minated by a tuft of hair, fo that in this re- 
ſpect it reſembled the tail of the lion. The 
whole length of the animal from head to foot 
was five feet; its colour was the common 
baboon colour, or a mixture of yellow and 
brown. It is probable, that this baboon ! 
the fimia cynocephalus of the Syſtema Nature; 
though the cauda floccoſa of this animal is no 
taken notice of in the differentia ſpecifica, & 
the tails of ſuch monkies as ate kept in a ſtate 
of confinement are uſually cut ſhort by thier 
keepers. In the courſe of my journey I acct 
dently ſaw a young baboon or two with crop- 
ped tails, which were kept chained up, aud 
were ſaid to be natives of the Cape colonies; 


biit they had not a dog's nole and large tulks] 


like this, ſo that they probably formed a dil- 
tinct ſpecies ; neither had they ſuch a dark 
colour as Mr. Pennant defcribes in h 


urſine baboon, which he ſuppoſes came = 
the 
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the Cape. The ſkin of the monkey I had 1776. 
| ſhot had been too ill uſed by the dogs to be 8 


worth preſerving; but curious to know, what 
this animal, in ſo many reſpects reſembling 
the human race, fed upon in its wild ſtate, I 
opened his mouth, and found it filled with a 
ſubſtance like ſpinach, cut ſmall and ſtewed: 


| this animal, in all probability, eats likewiſe 
certain bulbs and roots, like the Boſhies- men; 


though at the ſame time at leaſt, its diet did 
not appear to conſiſt of a mixture of different 
ſubſtances, neither fruit nor berries of any 


ſort being to be found in theſe parts, at leaſt 


not in that quantity as to deſerve to be rank- 


ed among the articles on which theſe animals 


ſubſiſted. They were not in the leaſt ſuſpect- 
ed of living upon animal food; beſides, it is 


well known, that many ſorts of monkies, 


when 1n a ſtate of confinement, are fed only 
with vegetables, and upon ſuch food are brifk 
and lively; for which reaſon, as one can 
ſcarcely entertain ſo ill an opinion of M. pe 
burFon, conſidering him as a naturaliſt and 
author of a conſiderable number of large vo- 
lumes on the ſubje& of zoology, as to ſup- 
poſe him ignorant of the circumſtance of moſt 
of the monkey tribe obſerving in general a 
vegetable diet, or of the great reſemblance 
between the viſcera of theſe creatures and 
moſe of man; for e I fay, it is dif- 
ncult to conceive, at could induce this 
celebrated author to aſſert, that animals which 
ave only one ſtomach and ſhorr inteſtines, 
re obliged, like man, to feed upon fleſh? 
animaux qui n'ont qui un eſtomac, et les in- 
ſolins courts, ſont forces, comme homme, a ſe 
vurrir de chair. (Buxeon, Tom. VII. p. 3600 
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1776. In fact, mult it not likewiſe inevitably ſol. j 
January. low from this poſition, that the rhinoceros and f 
horſe, which, in like manner, have on: WF " 
ſtomach, with inteſtines very ſhort in pro. ] 
portion, - ſhould be obliged, like ma! 

to live upon fleſh? M. oe Burron, in. 

deed, in order farther to enforce his opinion, M t 
adviſes us, l. c. to compare the bowels of aui i 

mals with each other: but to ſay the truth, i WF "* 

is, very unfortunately for him, particularly thi WF ” 
compariſon, which when made between ma 


the ape, the rhinoceros, and the horſe; 0 t 
again, between the diminutive fructivorou c| 
ape, ſaimiri, Tom. XV. and thoſe carnivorou Mt '* 
animals the couguas and lynx, Tom. IX. or ti: i lt 
wolf, Tom. VII. militates againſt him. We in 
likewiſe find this learned author, who 1s him: (1 
ſelf, perhaps, fonder of animal than of veg. E 
table food, at page 32 and the following pag Wi 
of Tom. VII. urging in the ſtrongeſt manne xs 


the indiſpenſible neceſſity that mankind is u. 
der of taking animal food; and in one place & T 
breaks out in this manner, Were man reduc 


to the neceſſity of living on bread and vegetabl 1 
alone, he would ſcarcely be able to ſupport life i 
a weak and languiſhing condition.” From aſler-Wif © 
tions like theſe one is almoſt induced v = 
ſuſpect, that this ample and voluminous hy 
hiſtorian of the animal kingdom, has 2. © 
quired but a flight and ſuperficial knowledge 0 
of the race; and that, preferring eloquence Put 
and paradox to ſolid argument, he is at any ** 
time more likely to adopt falſhood and err 20 
than to arrive at truth: for, allowing that tie "* 
Bramins, who live without animal food, att 7 


rather, as M. pz Buro will have it, a pat ha 
{ 


ticular fect than a peculiar race of pep for 
| Ml 


CAPE or GOOD. HOPE. 


ly fol. : 

ropagate their ſpecies, and are certainly by January. 

mY | # es in a weakly and debilitated ſtate. 1 
n pro- ] have been told, that a great part of the poor 
man in China ſubſiſt, and char tolerably well, upon 
N, * rice alone. The lower claſs of inhabitants in 
pinion, the South-Sea, (the Tataus) and even thoſe of 
of * the higher claſſes, uſed to beg meat of us, as 
uth, i it was a great rarity with them; and though 


many of theſe could very ſeldom get at any 


wm fiſh, and even that but in ſmall] quantities, 
ſe; A tbey nevertheleſs throve very well on this 
vorou i chiefly vegetable diet, and were ſo ſtout and 
,orou BY robuſt as, not to mention other proofs of their 
or te ſtrength, for the ſake of a glaſs bead or a nail, 


w ficquently to diſpute with each other which of 
them ſhould carry ſome of us carnivorous 
Europeans on their backs over places, which 
page e could not have otherwiſe paſſed without 
anne being wet-ſhod, This office they perform- 


$ him. 
vege. 


eu w ed ſo well, as never once to ſtumble in 
ace e pretty rapid ftreams with rough gravelly 
u Portoms, though at the ſame time the water 
abu cached up to their middles, and we fat a- 
life ſtride upon their ſhoulders with our guns in 
 affe. WW our hands. The wretched iſland, called 
ed o Laster and, is a very convincing proof, that 
nous human nature can accuſtom itſelf to be con- 
s zt· tent with very little nouriſhment ; for though 
ledee ve walked quite acroſs the iſland, and ex- 
ven plored a conſiderable part of it, we could ſee 
ic ano more than one little boat, which, by the by 
error, too, was very much patched up and cobbled; 
at the neither could we find timber enough to make 
, a another like it; ſo that I do not know what 
pa could induce Captain Coox to affirm that they 
opk, had three or four boats. Neither did we ob- 


ſerve any kind of fiſhing- tackle in the leaſt, 
nor 


ſtil 


ſtill, however, they are men, who live and 1776. 
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1776. nor any ſigns, that the inhabitants were uſt 
January. to get their food from the ſea or its ſhoe 


They had, indeed, ſome cocks and hens, bu 
as theſe were but ſmall and very tame, and x 
the ſame time ſo far from being numerou 
that we ſcarcely ſaw fifty of them in a plac 
containing ſeven or eight hundred people, w 
may with great propriety aſſert, that ther 
were many perſons in this iſland who ſubſiſte 
almoſt, if not quite, without animal foodd 
any kind whatſoever. There were ſome rod 
there, it is true; but as theſe were not & 


tremely plentiful, and are held in abhorrencM 
in the other iſlands, I do not know, whethe 


the reaſons given by Capt. Cook are ſufficient 


to induce one to ſuppole, that the inhabitani 


of this iſland uſed them as food; and in cal 
they did, they would ſeldom be able to makt 
a good meal of them. Ir is true, that the 
people were almoſt all of them lank and lean; 
but then it muſt be conſidered likewiſe, thit 
there was alſo a very great ſcarcity of veg. 
tables; as the vegetable produce of the what 
country hardly conſiſted of twenty plant 
among which the piſang, yams, ſweet pot. 
toes, and the ſugar-cane, were the chief art: 
cles which it appeared to me they could makt 
uvieof, On the other hand, theſe people wet 
agile, and as ſwift as goats, and ſeemed tt 
ve very healthy. Their ſtrength was not pul 
to the trial; but that their vegetable food di 
not make them tardy in the performance 0 
the Cyprian rites, an effect which M. pz Bu 
rox, at page 33, ſeems willing to attribute (1 
it, the reader may be eaſily convinced by pe. 
ruling Dr. ForsTER's deſcription of the Mel: 
ſalina-like temperament of the women. On 


of theſe, who had ſwam to our ſhip, when t 
Wat 
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was at 4 great diſtance from the ſhore, was 1776- 
aid within the ſpace of a few hours, to have January. 


ſuffered the embraces of ſeventeen of our 
ſailors and marines, before ſhe ſwam again 
to land. 


By way of farther returning M. peg Bur- 


rox's aſſertion with reſpect to the indiſpenſible 


neceſſity of an animal diet, that in the Society 
Iſlands the inhabitants had no great ſuperflui- 
ty of meat for themſelves, much leſs had they 
any fiſh or fleſh to beſtow on their dogs; fo 
that theſe creaturs, which, according to M. vs 
Burron, particularly came under the de- 
nomination of carnivorous animals, might 
very properly be ſaid to be fed almoſt, if 
not entirely, on vegetable food alone. 1 
had no reaſon, however, to look upon them as 
being feeble and weak ; though, on the other 
hand, the roaſted ones which 'now and then 
appeared at our table, as well as at thoſe of 
the principal inhabitants, were convincing 
proofs of their being fat and in good conditi- 
on, Moreover, ſince our hounds in Europe, 
which certainly belong more properly than 
man to the claſs of carnivorous animals, are 
often nouriſhed for a long time together ex- 
tremely well with nothing elſe but flour and 
water, why ſhould not ſeveral forts of vege- 
tables ſuffice for mankind ? The ſlaves and the 
Bolhies-men at the Cape, who are engaged 
in the ſervice of ſuch farmers as do nothing 
but graze ſheep, and conſequently have little 
or no butter-milk, and at the ſame time live 
in parts where the game has been previoully 
deſtroyed, are yet kept by their maſters 1n 
g00d condition, almoſt entirely with bread 
and other preparations of meal and flour on 

they 
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1776. they are very careful not to laviſh their ſhey 
January. gn their ſlaves, theſe ſheep being very fre. 


'nothing but chocolate for their food, and wert 


A VOYAGE To THE 


quently the only articles by which they 
get a little ready caſh and pay their taxes, I 
L HOMAS Gack's voyage to New Spain we find 
that che poor lived on maiz and a ſort d 
pbaſeolus, or kidney- bean; though thoſe which 
live nearer the town, now and then, at leaf 
on Sundays, got a little meat. 


In UrrLoa's Voyage, Tom. I. p. 248, 24 
we read as follows: The poor people her 
have nothing to live upon bur papas ; thek 
roots ſtand them in the ſtead of all other 
nouriſhment. The Creoles prefer them to 
fowls and the fineſt fleſh meats,” Who 
here that does not know, how great a pat 
cacao beans make of the food of the inhabi. 
tants in the country where they grow; and 
how ſoon people of waſted and reduced cos. 
ſtitutions, by means of them, recover theilt 
fleſh and ſtrength ? Nay, we have an inſtance 
of a ſhip's crew, which for two months had 


very hearty and well with it. 


Now, notwithſtanding that there are man) 
families in Upper Egypt which live entirely 
upon dates, (vide HasstLquisT, p. $01) not 
to mention ſeveral other ſimilar inſtances, yet 
I will not look upon them as abſolutely 
concluſive with refpe&t to M. pr Bur 
Fon himſelf; as this author, at page 34 
}. c. advances, that abſtinence from animal 
food would deſtroy the human race; or, 4 
jeaſt in our climate, would render it unfit 8 
481 | | fe 
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ey the propagation of its ſpecies ; and farther ſays, 1776. 
re. |t is poſſible, indeed, that a vegetable diet January. 
eu may be practicable in the ſouthern countries, RO 
ln Where the fruits are riper, the herbs have more 
nd ſubſtance in them, the roots are more ſuccu- 
of ent, and the ſeeds contain more nouriſhment.” 
ich setting aſide this gentleman's may be, I rather 
all Wchooſe, by inſtances brought from Europe and 
our own climate, fully to refute his deluſive 
doctrines with reſpect to the abſolute neceſſity 
„of an animal diet. I cannot, however, help 
er: WW remarking, en paſſant, in contradiction to this, 
cle author, that he has the leſs reaſon to conſider 
e: vegetable diet as making a man unfit for 


propagation, as the vegetable kingdom pro- 
duces the greateſt quantity of ſubſtances which 
promote venery. Beſides, a great many plants 
belonging to the claſs gynandria, together with 
ſeveral others which might be enumerated, 
ve have chololate and falep, which are known 
eren by the more ignorant part of mankind 


likewiſe, turnips, cabbage, and other flatu- 
nt vegetables, are looked upon as poſſeſſing 
theſe virtues in ſome degree, and not without 
foundation nor unwarranted by experience, 
This phzloſopher, indeed, who is fo much pre- 
judiced againſt vegetable diet, might have 
learned even from the moſt illiterate, that 
certain yegetables exalted by fermentation, as 
in the caſe of good wine and ale, in proper 
doſes, augment, in this particular, the in- 
clination as well as the faculty. As to the 
greater degree of perfection aſcribed by M. 
or BurFon to the plants of the ſouthern 
countries, in compariſon with thoſe which 
grow in Europe, it is repugnant to all proba- 
bility, 


to be poſſeſſed of aphrodifiac qualities: peas 


251 


bp” 
# 


7 is 
ts 3. x 
ES TA IIs he IE u 


. 
VY 
3 
”Y 
1 1 
4 
To p 
« | 
_ 
we 
1 
. 
y + = 
* "4 3 
4 
[1 
N. 
o 1 
1223 
> 
Y 
4 
7 
af 


— 


* * * 
_- 
"a _ I 1 

0 n se eo ab 

9 ** hs 2 "wy * By 
2 4 2 * * a T> - . 

* os TIN A A 3 * : 

I & - * 


l 
— — * 


32 
1776. 


January. 
— 


ore o r2, 


had h 

rolt 
. 
for th 
more 
reſpec 
hich 
make 


to ſhe 


| COM 


bility, as well as to what we know for certai 
of the ceconomy of nature, which brings u 
as great perfection the root, ſtem, leaves, and 
ſeed of a plant ſhe had intended for the Al; 
as of one which ſhe has planted under thelin 


itſelf. | 


One cannot in particular help wondering 
the more, that M. DE Buro ſhould take! 
into his head, that the plants which grow i 


the ſouthern climates, have more ſubſtancei [nt 
them than thoſe of France; as, according u f the 
the teſtimony of OrLarson and ſeveral other, {Wſranc: 
a buſhel of the lichen Mandicus, or Iceland ide B 
moſs, a plant produced in the moſt nothen Wn thr 
part of Europe, is adequate to two buſhels to 
wheat; and, as M. pe Burrows likewiſe ſus [pe 
poſes, that the roots in the ſouthern countr like. 
are more ſucculent than they are in the north, etato 
are we to take it for granted that he did not errots 
find the turnips in Burgundy ſufficiently e lat 
Juicy ? Fi RE f all 

uddir 


But the fact is, that as far as a knowledge ons 
of phyſiology and botany, and above all mi- pples, 
ture reflection, joined with a habit of method mp 
and arrangement, are requiſite in order t0 pes 
enable a man to form a right judgment con- 
cerning the food of animals, this great nat - The 
raliſt has in this place, as well as in many {W'icie 
others, happened to enter upon a ſubject, oro. 
which he is entirely ignorant; of this we have eur 
ſufficient proofs, in the detracting aſperſions g pro 
he has thrown out againſt LIxx us, and his ter h 
ſyſtem of botany, although this ſyſtem ha (WO ovnn 
been received by all good naturaliſts, M. ant 


BuFFoN, therefore, would have done _— 
| a 
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Jad he kept to his uſual admeaſurements and 1776. 


keletohs, and horns; taking care, however, 
lor the future, to make his obſervations in a 
more accurate manner than he has done with 
reſpe&t to the horns of oxen ; on the ſubject of 
hich he has happened very unfortunately to 
make a capital blunder; as I ſhall be obliged 
o ſhew more at large a little farther on, when 
[come to treat of the camelopardalis. 


In the mean while, let us finiſh the diſcuſſion 
ff the queſtion, in how far a man, at leaſt in 
rance or Europe, (au moins dans ces pays, 
de Burron, l. c.) may be ſuppoſed to linge 

dn through life in a weak and debilitated ſtate, 
Jr to be incapacitated for the propagation of 
s ſpecies, by living on vegetabe food, ſuch as 
likely to be found in theſe countries, e. g. 
potatoes, turnips, turnip-rooted cabbage, 
arrots, onions, aſparagus, ſcorzonera, ſkirrets, 
he Jathyrus tuberoſus, ſallads, and cabbages 
f all kinds, artichokes, peas, beans, bread, 
puddings, and all the other various prepara- 


dot ons of meal or corn, cheſnuts, almonds, 
ma- Mpples, pears, and plumbs of all forts, melons, 
hod Wumpkins, cucumbers, olives, oil, figs, 


r t0 W'apes, berries of all ſorts, wine, beer, &c. 


| The very mention of theſe ſeems to be a 
ficient proof of the abſurdity of M. pe 
wfron's opinion; but as he poſſibly will not 
e up the point without good authority be- 
g produced to the contrary, I will firſt of all 
ffer him to his juſtly celebrated countryman 
WRNEFORT'S excellent obſervations in the 


evant, viz, that the food of the inhabitants 
of 


won deſcriptions of animals, their ſkins, January. 
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1776. of certain diſtricts in that part of the word 
January. conſiſted almoſt entirely of bread, figs, and 
grapes, with ſomeimes raw cucumbers, Fr. 


FROT, 
enrirt 


a Acco 
ther M. ps Buyron might have learned from Eng] 
Linnzvus's Amænitates Academice, Tom, |, Wh”. 
p- 137, that the àthletæ of former times, who Hittle 
principal occupation was wreſtling and fig or 
ing, for which purpoſe a ſtrengthening dene, t 
was doubtleſs requiſite, lived chiefly upon fig Roe 
before it was the practice to eat fleſh. WM bat. 
are likewiſe told, l. c. that the poor, who werfocun 
ſet to watch the fig-trees and vineyards, grey U dim 
plump and fat in the ſpace of two months Hud m 
feeding on theſe fruits, joined to a very (mal, 
quantity of bread ; and that the foxes, whiaW ble 
had an opportunity of creeping into places d ovy, 
this kind, uſually got ſo fat upon this diet, A unity 
to be uſed by ſome people as food. year, 

ALL] 

1 have ſeen a great number of Dalecarlun ich a 
who wrought for a long time together at i:nces 
hard and laborious buſineſs, ſubſiſt almoſt ei- iy b 
tirely upon haſty-pudding and beer, withouwWthoy 
even a morſel of bread; neither was this ut not 
the leaſt conſidered by them as hard fare. 1Whhich 


have alſo met with many poor cottagers in al cr; 
landia, who for a long time together efggpecia 
wanted bread, particularly for their childrevhitanc, 
ſo that they were obliged to bring them g bo arc 
upon pancakes and frumenty made withouie!| as 
milk. ertain 
| kewif 
Thoſe who in the above mentioned province ine M 
or elſewhere have an opportunity of adding us. 
little milk to their vegetable food, may fe. 
vertheleſs be conſidered as living nearly on The 


vegetable diet; as, according to M. Grof egetab 
. FRO!) 
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entirely the ſame with thoſe of vegetables. 


WW according to the accounts given me by the 
mW ooliſh, many of the poor people in Ireland 
Leon potatoes only, with now and then a 
ol: Wictle milk; and a perſon who ſeveral years 
al oo reſided for a long time in Ruſſia, aſſured 
la ve, chat the common people in ſome places 
ere lived entirely upon ſour-crout and 


proats ; and likewiſe upon ſour bread, raw 
ucumbers, onions, ſalt, 94, and tradakna, 
k diſh conſiſting of oatmeal dried in the oven, 
ind mixed up with water: ſo that out of thir- 
y thouſand peaſants belonging to a certain 
nobleman who lived on the borders of Muſ- 
ovy, there were very few who had the oppor- 
unity of taſting either fleſh or fiſh four times 
year, M. DE Burrow may ſee, moreover, in 
ALLER, Tom. VI. Lib. XIX. a long liſt of 
uch authors as have produced proofs and in- 
ances that mankind in Europe muſt neceſſa- 
ly be able, and actually are able to go 
thout animal food: and indeed, why ſhould 


15 u not be ſo, as the ſame glutinous matter 
. ich is fo peculiarly nouriſhing in the ani- 
1 Ui! creation, is likewiſe found in vegetables? 
even pecially as, to omit mentioning many other 
den tances, it is well known, that the people 
n Who are condemned to work in the gallies, as 


ell as many others, can make ſhift with a 
certain portion of bread and water only; and 
kewiſe, that the inhabitants of the Appe- 


vince Wine Mountains live almoſt entirely upon cheſ- 
ling as. 
y ne- 


5 00 be utility of a diet conſiſting entirely of 
Ao Wgetables in the hypochondriaſis, obſtinate 
FRO!) 


gouts, 
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ror, the conſtituent parts of milk are almoſt 1776. 
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4 on gouts, and other ſtubborn and pertinacioy of tl 
1 diſorders, has, moreover, of late been place 10 
. Ein a very clear light by Dr. W. GRAN, in hi * 
1 Eſſay on the Atrabilious Conſtitution, p. 399, an my 
1 ſeq. in which inſtances are given of its havin | * 
x not only greatly improved the patient's heal 17 
4 and given them freſh ſtrength and vigour, bu R 
it likewiſe made them younger than before. h 1 
39 the ſame book too we are informed, that u " 1 
. diet may be ſafely had recourſe to by perſay Pore 
#8 far advanced in years; and that it needs to roaſt 
8 continued for the ſpace of ſix weeks only, wt half 
be: two years at the fartheſt, * 
3 1 | nd co 
© The camelopardalis is, as I have ſaid abo Hels 
5 at p. 161 of this volume, the talleſt of nes 
ur quadrupeds when meaſured in front; and oper 
11 though it is only found in thoſe parts of oder 
1 Cape colonies that lie fartheſt towards the FIR 
| 1 north-weſt, merits, however, an accurat WM. be; 
34 deſcription, eſpecially in this place, ao nun 
24 with the other animals of Africa. The latel wer; 


and beſt accounts concerning the real fom 
and other properties of this beaſt have bee 
given to the public by the preſent Comma 
dant at the Cape, Major GoxDon, who {hit 
one of theſe creatures in the diſtri& of Au. 
magquas ; in conſequence of which, the puble 
has been gratified with a very good drawll} 
+l and deſcription of it by M. ALLAMAND, | 
=_ | his edition of M. pz Burrox's Hiſtory d 
#1 Animals, Suppl. br La GIRAFFE, p. 4 
Of this deſcription I ſhall here preſent mf 
reader with an abſtract. 
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The height of this animal, when it hold 


its neck ſtraight and erect, is, from the crom 
: * 7 0! 
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of the head to the ground, fifteen feet two _ 1776. 
inches; the length of it, from the cheſt to January. 
the anus, five feet ſeven inches; from the top 
the ſhoulders to the ground about ten feet; 
but from the loins only eight feet two inches ; 
difference which proceeds partly from the 
gength of the ſhoulder-blades, which are two 
Wet long, and partly from a ſharp proceſs of 
he firſt vertebra of the back, which projects 
wbove a foot beyond the reſt. From the 
eaſt to the ground it meaſures five feet and 
half; the neck, which is decorated with a. 
ine like that of the zebra, is ſix feet long, 
nd conſequently twice the length of the ca- 
nel's; the head is above two feet in length, and 
omewhat reſembles the head of a ſheep; the 38 
pper lip is rather larger and thicker than the - 
nder, but both of them are covered with nd 


tif hairs ; the eyes of this creature are large 1 | 
nd beautiful; its fore teeth ſmall, and eight WE. 
number, and are only to be found in the 1 
wer jaw, though the animal has fix grinders 1 
n both ſides of each jaw. Directly before | 1 


de horns there is a knob, which proceeds "F 
tom an elevation of part of the cranium, and wo! 
tojects two inches above the ſurface; and 
chind them, or in the crag of the neck, there 
re two ſmaller ones, which are formed by 
Wange ſubjacent glands; the horns are ſeven 


D, ches long, i. e. a little ſhorter than the 
ry Mrs; they rather incline backwards, and are 
. „ little broader and rounded off at the ends, 
t aß ere they are encircled with long hairs, 


ch reach beyond the horny part, forming 
tuft, In fine, the horns are covered, like 
oſe of other animals, with a cutaneous and 
ty ſubſtance; but the interior ſubſtance 
Vol. 11, 8 of 
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1776.” of them is ſaid to reſemble the heart or bong 


January. part of the horns of gazels and oxen, and 5 a0 
wy be proceſſes of the ſcull itſelf. On the hom ent 
of this beaſt, when aged, there have been oed 
ſerved ſmall irregular elevations, which H that 
ALLAMAND ſuppoſes to be the ſhoots of f fem 
ture branches. 573 | no | 
ones 
The colour of this beaſt is a white growl : tr 
with large reddiſh ſpots ſtanding pretty c upp 
to each other; which ſpots, in the more a Hotc 
animals, incline to a dark-brown or bla bos, 
but the others border upon the yellow. I beaſt 
tail is ſmall and ſlender, and is terminated il 0f t. 
a large tuft of very coarſe and moſtly ba keep 

ſetaceous hairs ; the fore parts of the hoofsar 
| much higher than the back parts. This cr M. 
ö ture has no fetlocks, as all other hoofed u nken 
: mals have. again 
'F | diſcip 
8 This animal when it goes faſt does not li Diſſer 
; as ſome have imagined, but ſometimes pa Tom. 
J and ſometimes gallops. Every time it fie n 
3 up its fore feet it throws its neck back, viiWuhoſe 
1 on other occaſions it holds erect; notuidiffere 
8 ſtanding this, it is by no means flow we drr, 
'J purſued, as M. pz Burrox ſuppoſes it to unmer 
1 but, on the contrary, it requires a fleet no: man 
to hunt it. the int 
: I plau 
In eating the graſs from off the ground, ſtim to 
ſometimes bends one of its knees, as hollincere 
do; and in plucking leaves and ſmall branch play 
from high trees, it brings its fore feet abo duct, 
a foot and a half nearer than common to th ledge ( 


hind feet. A camelopardalis which Ma 


Gordon wounded in the leg, ſo that it 9 
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not raiſe itſelf from the ground, nevertheleſs 
did not ſhew the leaſt ſigns of anger or re- 
ſentment; but when its throat was cut, ſpurn- 
ed againſt the ground with a force far beyond 
that of any other animal. The viſcera re- 
ſembled thoſe of gazels, but this animal had 
no porus ceriferus. The fleſh of the young 
ones is very good eating, but ſometimes has 
a ſtrong flavour of a certain ſhrub, which ts 
ſuppoſed to be a ſpecies of mimo/a. The 
Hottentots are particularly fond of the mar- 
row, and chiefly for the ſake of this hunt the 
beaſt, and kill it with their poiſoned arrows. 
Of the ſkin they make veſſels, in which they 
keep water and other liquors. 


M. pe Burron, who has very unadviſedly 
aken it into his head to declare war not only 
zainſt LiNnAvus, but likewiſe againſt his 
diſciples, has, in a prolix introduction to his 
Diſſertation upon the camelopardalis, Giraffe, 
dee Tom. XIII.) in a peculiar manner inſulted 
the memory of Dr. HasssLqQuisT, a man 
whole merit has ſhone conſpicuous in ſeveral 
different ſciences. School-boy, pedant, blun- 
lerer, &c. are the terms, as reproachful as 
unmerited, in which M. DE Buro ſpeaks of 
a man, who at too early a period, alas! for 
the intereſts of ſcience, yet crowned with the 
applauſes of the literati of Europe, fell a vic- 


nd, em to his zeal for natural hiſtory. I could 
hork Incerely have wiſhed to have avoided this 
anciiiſplay of M. ps Burrox's ungenerous con- 


duct, that it might nor reach to the know- 
to 08 edos of any others (beſides thoſe who are al- 
ready acquainted with the fact) in how far, 
on occaſion of the deſcription of the above- 
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mentioned animal, he has forgot the language 
of a gentleman ; but my reſpe& for truth h 

eneral, and a wiſh to throw a light on m 
preſent ſubject, the hiſtory of animals, forki 
me to be ſilent on this head. 
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The reſpect likewiſe which I juſtly bear u 
M. Hassei.QuisT, on account of his metit 
and a full conviction of his innocence, cal 


cularly from the reproaches he has ſuſtaine 
for not having mentioned in his defcriptin 
of his camelopardalis, whether the horns d 
this animal fall off or not. If it be a fault i 
Dr. HasstLqQu1sT not to have mentioned whiff 
he could not poſſibly ſee, and not to har 
deſcribed, like M. pz Burox, in the com. 
e manner, what he could not poſſib 
know, I muſt then confeſs myſelf faulty cn 
the ſame grounds; as, though in fact 1 wa {ine 
allowed to draw up a deſcription of the died f. 
head of a camelopardalis at the Cape, ei coin 
could not obtain permiſſion to ſaw in piecai have 
or diſſect the horns, as they were promiſed 28 
the governor to a particular friend of his vork 


Europe. It is much to be wiſhed, indeed... 


that M. pe Burrox had followed Dr. Has] nin 
Qulsr's example in this reſpect, in which ciſ cu. 
his Natural Hiſtory would have been mui: 
ſhorter, much more uſeful and authente ton , 
and, what would have been till better, ou mori 
oxen and cows would have kept their horts ruck 
on their heads in the way in which nature hn pie 
ordained they ſhould, viz. without their falling forme 
off every third year, in conformity to the eie ti 
norant affertion of M. pz Burron, Tom. IV reſpe& 
p. 459, and of the edition reviſed by M has be 
. ALLAMAND, 
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nage i ALL AM AND, p. 176. He there ſays, © Aink 

h i la caſtration ni le ſexe ne changent rien à la JON 
| 1 crue & à la chute des dentes : cela ne change 
rh} 


nien non plus a la chüte des cornes, car elles 
tombent egalement a trois ans au taureau, au 
bœuf & à la vache, et elles ſont remplacees 
par d'autres cornes qui, comme les ſecondes 
dents, ne tombent plus; celles du bœuf & 
de la vache deviennent ſeulement plus groſſes 
et plus longues que celles du taureau. | ac- 
croiſſement de ces ſecondes cornes ne fe fait 


ar 6 
ert. 
cuil 
Jartl 
Ane 


P0100 BE pas d'une maniere uniforme, & par un deve- 
ns df loppement Egal ; la premiere année c'eſt A 
Wü aue, 1a quatrieme année de Page de bœuf, 
aui pouſſee deux petites cornes pointues, 
har nettes, unies, & terminees vers la tète par 
or une eſpece de bourrelet, l'année ſuivante ce 
ib bourreler s' eloigne de la tete, pouſſè par un 
Naß cylindre de corne qui ſe forme, & qui ſe 
termine auſſi par un autre bourrelet & ainſi 
ly ae ſuite, car tant que l' animal vit les cornes 
yet! croiſſent.“ For the ſake of ſuch perſons as 
ccc have not had an opportunity of being better 
_ acquainted with M. pe Burron and his 


works, I will juſt take occaſion to obſerve, 


deed, that this 1s the celebrated man, who, after a 
el g minute inveſligation of every concomitant 
| COU circumſtance (in conſequence of which he has 
much likewiſe favoured us with a particular deſcrip- 
nik tion of the whole proceſs) thought himſelf au- 
*. | thoriſed to advance, that a comet, having 


ſtruck againſt the ſun in its courſe, beat ſeve- 
al pieces out of it, of which the planets were 
"ol formed, and has beſides calculated the pre- 
e j ile time which each of theſe celeſtial bodies 
. 1 ; relpettively took to cool. But quite enough 

ss been ſaid of a blunder, which the moſt 11- 
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1776. literate cottager is able to rectify, in caſe it 
January. ſhould happen to miſlead any raw ſchoolboy, 
totally unacquainted with natural hiſtory, Bu 
as we are upon the ſubject of horns at pre. 
ſent, I cannot help requeiting M. DE Buzeoy 
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to inform me, how the ſmalleſt elk's horns 
Tom. XII. Tab. XLVI. covld grow from the 
ſize which, at page 326, under the the artich 
mazames, they are ſaid to be of, (viz. ng 
quite ſix inches long ;) how theſe, I a 
could grow fo quickly, at page 357, 358, in 
the article caudou, to the length of two feet? 
if, indeed, the nice admeaſurements of M. 
DauzEN rod, page 377, 378, MCXCIX 
M. C. C. are in every reſpect to be depended 
upon, Neither can ] better . comprehend, 
why Meſſrs. pz Burron and Davsen7o 
make uſe of the ſame horns for two quite dit 
ferent animals; by doing which, they bat 
induced two other zoologilts, certainly in 
other reſpects the greateſt and moſt accurate 
in Europe, in like manner to refer to hom 
of one and the ſame ſpecies, for two different 
animals; though this, indeed, is not ſo much 
to be wondered at, theſe gentlemen being too 
complaiſant to harbour ſuch a degree of mil 
truſt with reſpe& to the Hiſtoire Naturelle, %, 
in fact, was in this caſe neceſſary ; neithe! 


could they eaſily ſuſpect ſo palpable a miltake] 


in this great work of Meſſrs. pz Burrow and 
DavBenToN, concerning which, however, 
fear, that many people will paſs the ſame 
Judgment, as M. pt Burrow has done on dr. 
Ba's theſaurus, But I muſt write a treatil 
conſiſting of many volumes, were | to con- 
tinue to diſſect M. DE Burfox's work; I ſhall 


therefore content myſelf at preſent with Mi 
| . king: 


ſwell, 
14 an 
to ref 
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thing 
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king, as briefly as poſſible, a few remarks on 
the camelopardalis and the viverra ichneumon, 
(the giraffe and mangouſt of Burron,) on ac- 
count of the deſcriptions of which M. Has- 
$LQUIST has been ſo ill uſed. 


M. pz Burrox has not been able to point 
out, much leſs to demonſtrate, any blunder 
committed by HasstLqurisT; but why does 
he then blame this learned and highly de- 


ſſerving academician? It is, indeed, aſtoniſh- 


ing, that he ſhould conſider HAsSELGVIST's 


Edeſcriptions as prolix, when, in fact, the ſame 


animals are treated of in one and the ſame 
Tome of M. oz Burrox's own writings ; one 
of them in at leaſt twice, and the other twelve 
times as diffuſe a manner; notwitwithſtand- 
ing which, this ſame volume is ſtill farther 
ſvelled out with admeaſurements of the vagi- 
1 and urethra of the rat. Is it poſſible here 
oO refrain from enquiring, what is the uſe of 
all this? fince the animal alluded to has no- 
thing extraordinary in the proportion of this 
part, and ſtands in no need of any aſhſtance 
with reſpeCt to its copulation, and never has 
any occaſion either for the catheter to be ap- 
plied, or to be cut for the ſtone. The very 
cat itſelt, an animal which every old woman 
has it in her power to meaſure and examine in 
her chimney corner, has likewiſe been obliged 
to undergo the moſt minute and tedious ad- 
meaſurements in the Hiftoire Naturelle, though 
a the ſame time, on account of the beautiful 
engravings, which, more than any thing elle, 
threw a light on this work, the learned world, 
cording to M. DE BurroN's own confeſſion, 
| I. c. page 


- wir rg „ — 


5. x if AZ + 3% — 4 == 
IG ts 3 >” 5d ag. ei AS E435 
N 0 5 OS = ro — ——— - - . Wer 
TIE wm Q AVA —— 
_ YES TINS — .  *.. apy _ - 7 . 
* — OED 


_ * * — << 


264 A VOYAGE rTo'Tut:- 


1776. 1. e. page 9, might have been very well WF firms 
January. £ pared theſe trifles. of the 
wan nnd © ing te 

M. HassttquisrT's Latin, which M. A bas a 


Burro ſays is no | atin at all, is nevertbe an off 
leſs perfectly good, and exactly ſuch as is make 
quired for the purpoſes of ſcience, concit of mc 
expreſſive, and eaſily comprehended by l. pag 
one who has ſtudied the language, and m quain 
even be underſtood by any ſehool-boy U bor, t 
has made the leaſt progreſs in this departmen Coun 
of learning. It is not HassELqvisT's faul, to be 
that his deſcription as it is quoted by M. ncircur 
Bu#roN, l. c. page 7 and 8, from negl-iWhead, 
gence, ignorance, or malice, has been te ſat 
badly copied from the original edition, (pe | 
that e. g. from it may be concluded, that i portio 
animal's teeth and tongue are round, and ati:houg 
placed on its head together with its horns Wooly | 
&c. How was it poſſible for this circum M. pr 
ſtance to eſcape the critical eye of the gi fm 
Burrox, ſuppoſing indeed that he unde of this 
ſtands Latin, and, as he expreſſes it at pig legs 
15, J. c. is capable of ſeizing the genuineMthem t 
knowledge of nature by means of /a vue in ünd et 
mediate de Ieſprit & coup d oeil da genie: unwie 
A : | witho! 
Had M. pe Burron taken the pains to u, prolifi 
derſtand, and made uſe of HasseLqvin{Mceſcri; 
Latin deſcription, inſtead of quoting !t 
merely for the purpoſe of criticiſing it right Wi! 
wrong, he would have known, that the hen the 114 
belonging to the ſkin deſcribed by M. HI had 


SELQUIST, was four ſpans, or at leaſt two feeW*tLqy 
long; and conſequently, that the deſcription tlelf, 
of Oeplan, HeL1iDorRus, and STRABO, 4 {his f 


by no means adapted, as M. ps Burrox * vote, 
8 | firms 
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arms they are, to give a tolerably juſt idea 1776. 
of the camelopardalis, or giraffe; for, accord- January. 
ing to theſe, a giraffe, of the ſize of a camel, * 
has a head not above twice as large as that of 
an oſtrich: a creature which would certainly 
make a figure in Prince P“ 's collection 
Loc monſters. (Vide BRVYDONRE's Tour, Vol. 
|, page 93.) We are, however, too well ac- 
quainted with, and have too great an eſteem 
for, the extenſive genius and learning of the 

Count DE BUFFoN, in the leaſt to ſuſpect him 
o be of the ſame taſte ; although, beſides the 
circumſtance above alluded to concerning the 
head, he terms the camelopardalis at one and 
the ſame time the handſomeſt, and, with re- 
ſpect to its legs, the moſt enormouſly diſpro- 
portionate animal in the whole creation; 
ueWhough other people are apt to conſider that 
rs WH only as beautiful which is proportionable. 
m M. or Burron might likewile have learnt 
teu from Dr. HAssELGVIST's accurate deſcription 
der. ol this quadruped, that neither the head nor 
age legs are ſo diſproportionate, as he imagines 
nine tem to be, In fine, Major Gox bo did not 
1 ind this animal ſo tottering, flothful, and 
unwieldy, as it has pleaſed M. pz Buyros, 
without any authority, but that of his own 


— 


uu. prolific imagination, to repreſent it in the —_— 
$118 Ceſcription he has given of it. 1 
r It | | Gl, 51 
at of With regard to the viverra ichneumon, or 1 65 
eu the mangouſt, I ſhall only ſay, that at the Cape 7 "IP 
14-W! had an opportunity of comparing M. Has- "i 
feng rr 9visr's deſcription of it with the creature HY 
100 elt, and found it remarkably accurate. _ 6 
at This ſame gentleman having obſerved in a 4 | 
A note, that the French, when in Egypt, are 8 
arms accuſtomed 1 4 
1 1 
we 1! 
1 
ip 
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1776. accuſtomed to beſtow French names on the 
n*277- natural objects of which they have no knoy. 
ledge, and conſequently have in all probab. 
lity given the name of rat de pharaon to thi 
animal; M. pz Buro conſiders this rem 
as an attack upon the French nation, But i 
M. pz Buro means by this, to excite hi 
countrymen againſt Dr. HassELqvisrt, he 
muſt pardon me when I tell him, that I an 
too well acquainted with the generoſity and 
diſcernment of the French nation in gener, 
to ſuppoſe that his deſires would be gratifel 
For my part, I can have no inducement on 
the ſcore of any national predilection to take 
Dr. HasstLqvisT's part againſt M. pz Buzeoy, 
as all thoſe who are occupied in enlightening] 
themſelves and mankind by the promotion d 
ſcience, are, as being fellow-labourers, tobe 
conſidered likewiſe as brethren and fellowsd 
a community, in which it is neceſſary for each 
to aſſiſt the other in promoting the object d 
their common purſuit; in a word, they ate 
countrymen and fellow- citizens of the com- 
monwealth of literature. After all, whether 
there is any foundation for this obſervation d 
Dr. HassELQuisT or no, in either caſe can! 
in the leaſt affect the reputation of the French 
merchants who are uſed to viſit Egypt, we. 


ther they are ſaid to give French or Latin 


names to the ſubjects they ſee, or whethe! 
they take the pains to learn the Arabic, Tur- 
kiſh, or Coptic names of them; till lels 
Pe” Fo: it have been M. Haneomr! s inten- 
tion by any remarks of his; to caſt a reflec. 
tion upon a whole nation. 
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To conclude, if M. DE BurFon had read 1776. 
ad taken the pains to underſtand M. Has- January. 
£.qv1sT's book, with any other view than 


tie that of criticiſing Linn@vs and his diſciples, 
e might have caſily found by it, that Has- 
( W:coy1s7's manuſcripts were ſeized in Egypt 


iter his death, being afterwards redeemed by 
the munificence of a great queen, and through 
the conſpicuous love and zeal for ſcience of 


a 

ni the ſame exalted perſonage, were ordered to 
ral, We printed in the manner mentioned in the 
0 Wprcface; and that conſequently, the author 


himſelf could not put the laſt hand to his 
work; in which caſe, indeed, he poſſibly, 
either from memory or from his notes, which 
were loſt by his untimely death, might have 


\ of -4ded the deſcription of the interior part of 
obe de giraffe's horn, which M. Dt Burron ſeems 
« of to have ſo very much at heart. Perhaps, like- 


ach Wiſe, M. HasstLqQuisT, in order to pleaſe 
+ of. oe Burron, would have ſomewhat cur- 
arc Walled his deſcription of the mangouſt; though, 
m- have ſaid before, it is much ſhorter than 
cher it is in the Hiſtoire Naturelle, 


n | have doubtleſs ſaid ſufficient at preſent, 
nch io convince a man of M. pe Burron's great 
he- genius, that even he, with his ſuperior talents, 
atin W's capable of committing blunders, and at the 
ther ame time has in particular done great wrong 
ur- Neo academicians of the higheſt merit: and that 
leſs i on the contrary, he ſhould rather ſhew 
ten- chat he is touched with compaſſion for their 
flec-lufferings, and is at the ſame time happy on 
trery occaſion to vindicate their reputation 
When attacked, he would give manifeſt proofs 
To Hef that magnanimity and candor which, in a 
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1776. great man, ought always to go hand in han 
January. with his talents, and which would moſt 2. 
ſuredly add to the eſteem which every low 


of literature entertains for them. 


Of the tiger-bo/ch-kat I have made ment 
above, and had an intention of deſcribing 
; ; | . Tourn 
in this place, (together with the reſt of N 
African animals) from the ſkin of this eres Viſ 
ture which I brought home with me; bu 
find that it has ſince been fo accurately dM 
ſcribed and delineated from the live fubjet 0 
by Dr. FoxsrER in the Philoſoph. Tranſit. 
Vol. LXXI. for the year 1781, that I can depar 
fer the reader to it with the greateſt pleaſure . 
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and 
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Ver C H AP. XV. 


tio 
gl yurney from Agter Bruntjes-Hoogte, to the tw, 
Viſch-Riviers, and Reſidence at thoſe places. 


N the 21ſt of January, as I have men- 
tioned above at page 183, we took our 
departure from Agter Bruntjes-hoogte. In the 
ifternoon we arrived at Great Viſch- rivier, 
where we again reſolved to try our luck in 
the purſuit of /ea-cows ; for I was determined 
not to depart out of the country, before I 
had made as accurate an inveſtigation of this 
large, though not unknown animal, as I had 
of the /wo-horned rhinoceros, On our arrival 
t a certain ſpot upon Viſcb-rivier, we found 
ſeveral farmers from the province we had juſt 
left, who had arrived there before us. In 
their company, likewiſe, came to this place 
a huſbandman, or, as they are uſually called 
here, a corn-boor, from the country near Cape 
Town, When we firſt ſaw him he was ſleep- 
ing under a ſhady tree, by the fide of a per- 
ect beauty, who was clad in a light ſummer 
dreſs: no wonder then, that ſo uncommon 
and romantic a ſcene appearing on a ſudden 
na deſert, ſhould immediately chaſe away ali 
thoſe images of deſolation and wild horror, 
kei ich the ſavage and dreary aſpect of theſe 
plains had begun once more to excite in mine 

and my friend's imagination: and I would 
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4 1776. not anſwer for him, that he would not (ll y i. 
E January. have forgot all his botany, had he ſuffer inter 
— himſelf any longer to be carried away, by d 
1 firſt delightful and charming impreſſions m] In 
= on him by the contemplation of ſo perfect inſtal 
. production in the chief of the three kingdom take 
i} of nature. On our entering into converſatin Acco 
+ with them, our voluptuous corn-boor and Dt 
iN beautiful ſpouſe informed us, that they Her 
E: juſt been to pay a viſit to their relations iii ceale 
1 Aster Bruntjes-hoogte, where having e The 
34 rienced for the ſpace of ſix months the ſwerY eat 
176 of the eaſe and convenience attending a pi that C 
9 toral life, when compared with the drudgen alitt 
7 of that of the huſbandman and wine- dre ere, 
4 they had given up all thoughts of their forme The 
by buſineſs, ſo that they intended to ſell the tered 
bt vine-yard and corn-farm near the Cape, and have 
+ to look out for ſome ſpot in theſe parts, pn of th 
14 per to carry on the grazing buſineſs. O um 
{ER converſation on this ſubject was now inte! 
* 2 rupted by the arrival of another farmer and! by th 
I'S little boy of their party, who informed uz, Jattet 
1 | that ſome wild beaſt, probably a tiger, ha | do 
i Juſt before come upon one of the hounds by from 
1 ſtealth, and torn it to pieces, while it wa rathe 
1 drinking out of the river, on the very (poll nic 
99 where our informer told us he had juſt bee havir 
IR laying down for an afternoon's nap, having body 
39 riſen from it only half a minute before. They /*!/ 
24 as well as we, had only heard the dog giv they 
7 1 one ſingle ſqueak; after which it was found 1 
1 quite dead. So that in all probability te 0 
5 wild beaſt had, previouſly to this, lain u s, 
1 wait for the little boy, in order (as they ſaid) pobo/ 
1 4 purſuant to its uſual cuſtom, to kill him 1 lion, 
'4 4A 
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ly inſidious manner, and then, after a ſhort 1776. 


interval, to return and carry him off. 


In the mean while, this incident put us all 
inſtantly into an alarm, and occaſioned us to 
take to our arms in order to revenge ourſelves. 
Accordingly, ſeveral couple of hounds were 
put upon the ſcent in a thicket cloſe by the 
river fide, where the wild beaſt ſtill lay con- 
F cealed, while we poſted ourſelves round about. 
The hounds, which followed the ſcent with 
great eagerneſs, ſoon drove the tiger out, and 
thatonly forty or fifty paces from our beſt ſhot, 
alittle old farmer, who ſhot him flying, as it 
C vere, while he was ſpringing from the ground. 
The ball was found afterwards to have en- 
tered at the upper edge of the anus, and to 
have made its way through the whole length 
of the body, till at laſt it came out at the 
animal's mouth ; as a great part of the palate 
was miſſing, and the remainder of it, cloſe 
by the fore- teeth, was bloody, without theſe 
latter, however, being damaged in the leaſt. 
| do not know whether this can be explained 
from any particular poſition of the animal, or 
rather from the circumſtance of the ball, in 
conſequence of the reſiſtance it met with, 
having gone out of the right line. On the 
body of this wild beaſt we found a little Hip- 
poboſca, totally unknown to naturaliſts, which 
they told me was uſually met with on the car- 
caſſes of tigers. They likewiſe informed me, 
that a peculiar ſort of fly, much larger than 
this, in all probability likewiſe of the hip- 


ae kind, ſubſiſted on the body of the 
ion. 
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1776. The animals which I and the coloniſts it 
January. this part of Africa call tigers, are of thy 
kind which are repreſented in Tab. XI. XI 


and XIV. Tom. IX. of M. vt Buerox 


work, under the denomination of panther: an 
leopards. At the Cape I have likewiſe ſw 
ſeveral ſkins of the ounce of M. pz Buro; 
which, by ſome of the coloniſts, was diſtinuih, 
ed from the former by the name of Jeoparl 
and was ſaid to live chiefly on the mountain; 
and to be Jeſs common, bold and daring 
though more treacherous and deceitful, tha 
the animal uſually called tiger at the Cape 
or the panther of M. De Burron : to which 
however, it is equal in point of ſize, though 
the ſkin is not ſo beautiful, nor ſo much c- 


veted, as it is more ſhaggy, and covered with! 


longer hairs, neither is it ſo much ſpotted no 
fo gloſſy. 


Both theſe forts, when they happen to come 
in the way of fix or eight hounds of the com. 
mon ſort, which, in fact, are uſed by tht 
coloniſts for this purpoſe, are eaſily caught 
or elſe torn in pieces by them. I ſaw, at one 
farmer's only at Gantze- craal, about fourtett 

or fifteen furs of tigers, as they are called, 
which were ſaid to have been taken and killed 
within the ſpace of three years, by the com- 
mon dogs belonging to the farm ; now and 
then, however, a dog or two had loſt their lives 
in the conflict, or elſe had been very much 
wounded. | 


I was told, that a ſlave who looked after his 
maſter's cattle, had been attacked unaware 


and by ſtealth on the plains between Tig 
| mount all 
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nonntain and the Cape, by a tiger, with which 1776. 
de had long ſtruggled and rolled about upon January. 
the ground; at length, however, the tiger | 
was overpowered by the ſlave, who, notwith- 

ſanding the dangerous wounds he had re- 

ceived, recovered. This, though bordering 

bn the marvellous, 1s not abſolutely incredi- 


FOX, 
vih ble; for when revenge, or the dread of inſtant 
ard eath, is added to a man's natural ſtrength and 


igour, he is almoſt capable of performing 


ain, | 
ing opernatural things. I recollect, moreover, 
than Wo have read, in JonsToN's Thaumatographia 


Naturalis, that a man of the name of Pol x- 
DaMas, was able, unarmed, to kill a lion. 
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one N party above-mentioned went away, and about 
rect an hour before dark there arrived a hord of 
led, Cares. They had got within three hundred 
Iled Npaces of us, before we diſcovered them, be- 
m-· Wing to the number of about one hundred, all 
and men, and each of them armed with a few 
ives Magis, or a couple of Kkirries, They 
uch Winarched; moreover, directly on towards our 

Wagon, not with the careleſs gait of ordinary 

avellers, but with meaſured ſteps, as it 
his vere; and, in ſhort, with an almoſt affected 
res Hbride and ſtatelineſs in their deportment, as 
- Mey approached nearer to us. Upon the 
tan You, II. T whole, 


vob rbe tiger, however, that we ſhot at this 41 
co. lace, ſeemed to me to be rather dangerous 44/4 
wich Wo grapple with. It was thought to be old | mi [i 
nor and about the uſual ſize. I cannot find in my 4 ' 
note-book; whether I had taken any notes of li ql 

the meaſure ; but I think I remember that the 1 

ome deaſt was two feet high, but much longer in 1 
om. proportion than a dog of the ſame height. 1 
the . 
ght Very early in the afternoon, the hunting bi 
+1: 8) 
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Da viſit on this ſpot more unexpected, ng 


A VOYAGE ro Thx 
whole, we could not well have receiyg 


of a more alarming nature; indeed, it ge. 
calioned a viſible conſternation in ſever 
of my Hottentots, at the fame time thati 
puzzled my friend and me, to think in why 


manner we ſhould receive this nation ſo 9 
a ſudden, ſo as to avoid. ſharing the ud 


happy fate which, as I have already mention 
ed before, at page 166 of this volume, attend 
ed HEUPPEN AER and his ſuit. In caſe of u 
attack, my Hottentots were too few in num. 


ber, and too cowardly, to be depended upon 


ſuch of them as were of the Boſhies-mai 
race, and had come with us from Zonday- 


rivier, would probably have aſſiſted in plu 


dering our waggon, had they found a cot 
venient opportunity; and who knows, we. 
ther they were not in ſecret intelligence it 
the Boſhies- men, who were at this time 1ntht 
ſervice of the Caffres, and belonged to that 
party. They had long preſſed me to leut 
Apter Bruntjes hoogte. At leaſt I had hint 
given me afterwards, that this viſit of thc 
Caffres was not accidental, but was paidm 
in conſequence of ſome intelligence give 
them by certain Hottentots at Agter Bruni. 
hoogte. However, I had not then time to gc 
into ſuch deep ſpeculations on the ſubjec 
being entirely occupied by the apprenet: 
ſion, leſt the party under my command 


by the ſmalleſt appearance of cowardiced 
a diſpoſition to mutiny, ſhould call fort 
the uſual enterpriſing ſpirit of the Caf 
I was very ſenſible that my friend and | 
mounted on our horſes, would have etl 


a match for them, in like manner as tif 
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4 
two men were who revenged HupPEeNAER's 


death ; but in this caſe, we had not a moment January. 


to loſe, much leſs had we any ſpare time to 
fetch our horſes from paſture. | therefore 
reſolved inſtantly to carry matters with as high 
a hand as it was poſſible for me to aſſume in 
the ſituation we were in, eſpecially as I knew 
from experience, that by this means the In- 
dians might ſometimes be kept in awe juſt 
like children. Accordingly, I began with 
my own Hottentots, threatening with the moſt 
terrible Dutch oaths my memory furniſhed me 
with, to ſhoot the firſt man through the head, 
who ſhould ſtir a foot without leave, or once 
open his mouth to the Caffres; or, in fine, 
ſhould not, at the ſmalleſt nod, perform 
what 1 might think fit to command. My 
companion, on his part, taking a handful of 
bullets, put them into a loaded gun of an 
uncommon length which he had brought with 
him; in the mean time frequently addreſſing 
himſelf to me, and making it out to be a very 
ealy matter (and of the feaſibility of which 
there could be no doubt) to kill with it the 
whole body of Caffres at a fingle ſhot, in caſe 
they ſhould offer to behave in a hoſtile man- 
ner; and at the ſame time, in order to give 
ſome probability to this gaſconade, did not 
omit to practiſe a few manceuvres in the true 
legerdemain ſtyle. While Mr. IuMELMAN 
was thus with his long gun, beyond all doubr, 
making a tremendous figure in the eyes of the 
Caffres, and 1 was likewiſe armed with my 
gun, and the fierceſt mien I could poſſibly 
muſter up, they came towards us, wedged up, 
45 It were, into a cloſe body, with three leaders 
in their front, A Hottentot interpreter in one 

1 of 
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276 A VOYAGE. To THE 
BE f % Woo 
1776. of the wings, ſeemed juſt going to open with {heir 
January. a long harangue; when I put a ſudden ſtop v 
w—— his ſublime oratory, by accoſting him with; V 
| few rough compliments in the Swediſh lan. Moffer 
guage, and turning my back upon him, into 
| * tot, 
This havghty and uncivil reception, which ane, 
would only have ſerved to irritate any och v3s, 
than Hottentots-and Caftres, on the contra, MWivic 
from the very beginning, abaſed their pride, view 
fo that they ſtood like a parcel of orderly, Me! 
rather intimidated, ſchool-boys, and waited and 
3 for my queſtioning them; upon which we, inf they 
1 quality of the principal ſons of the company, from 
" ordered our interpreter to aſk them what n+ WW tie( 
FT tion they were of? Whence they came ? and 
x1 whither they were going? For the purpoſe In 
+4 making this examination, I called out Jax their 
_ SKEPER, the moſt alert and intelligent of ali pear 
1 my Hottentots, and had the ſatisfaction to lee WW as | 
3-8 him fly to me like a flaſh of lightning; had 
39] proof of his obedience, which, indeed, wa and 
1 at this time very agreeable to me; as it ww brou 
i requiſite in order to excite in the Caffres : mer. 
138 high opinion of our authority and power : Wi upo! 
73s but the fill higher ideas, and even dre i and, 
15 1 which he had conceived. of this nation, pu own 
H 4 his whole body into a tremor, ſo that even ls 
4 teeth chattered in ſuch a manner, that be Ir 
124 could not utter a word. This unlooked for out 
bt ö cowardly behaviour, threatened to ſpoil m out 
+34 whole plan; for which reaſon, both from in- they 
* dignation, and in order to diſguiſe the rea m 


of his trembling, I threatened him very hard com 
and accoſted him in the rougheſt manner. 12 
am not certain, however, whether the Cafires WM thre 
were not more ſharp-ſighted than wiſhed then 
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to be; however that be, ſome of them fixed 
their eyes upon him and laughed, 


Whenever the interpreter of the Caffres 
offered, which he did ſeveral times, to enter 
into a private converſation with my Hotten- 
tot, I conſtantly took care to prevent it. In 
fine, the account they gave of themſelves 
was, ** that they were Caffres from Konaps- 
rivier, and were come hither merely with a 
view of meeting with us, and to ſee whether 
we had brought with us a great deal of iron 
and copper to exchange for their cattle ; for 
they knew from report, that we were come 
from a great diſtance, and had long reſided in 
tneſe plains,” 


In the mean while, this propoſition of 
theirs with reſpect to the traffic and cattle, ap- 
peared to me extremely ſuſpicious, inaſmuch. 
2s | could not at that time perceive that they 
had brought any live ſtock along with them 
and thoſe which their herdſmen and boys 
brought to this place afterwards, conſiſted 
merely in a few milch cows and young ſteers, 
upon which they ſet an amazing high price, 
real i and, in all probability, intended them for their 
pul own ſupport during their march. 


t he In order to prevent their ſitting down with- 
for out being previouſly aſked, I told them with- 
out delay by means of the interpreters, that 

in. they had my leave to fit down, whilſt I gave 

lon WF my anſwer on the ſubject of their propoſed 
ard, commerce. Accordingly they lat themſelves 
down in the ſame order as they came, viz. the 


fires WY three Chiefs in front of the reſt. I aſked, 
ze ne- 
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74k VOYAGE TO THz 


nevertheleſs, how many of them were cap. 


January. tains or commanders ; and the three foremof abo 


being mentioned by name as ſuch, I gay —_ 
each of them a good piece of tobacco; tel. tem 
ling them, at the ſame time, that this was the er © 
way the company's ſons choſe to receive their 
friends the Caffre captains ; but that we ha 
already exchanged our iron and copper | 
theſe very plains with ſome other Cafe 
friends; that, however, I imagined that they 


had not taken their Journey in vain, in eit Y 
they called at Agter Bruntjes-hoogte, where the 
they would get enough of theſe commoditia 2 
from the farmers ſettled there. m 
When they ſaw that, in order to get tobac- * 
co, nothing more was neceſſary than to be: 9 
captain, they preſented to me ſeveral other wh 
of the party, as being likewiſe ? Ku- Kois 0 a 
captains, and aſked for tobacco for them ; but * 
the ſcheme not ſucceeding, they themſelves il ©: 
laughed heartily at the captains of their ow The 
creation. Neither did they ſhew the leaſt incl a . 
nation to diſtribute to theſe pretended chiels 8 
any part of the preſents that had been mad 
them. However, in order to keep the real * 
chiefs in good humour, I likewiſe gave them hy 
afterwards a handful of dry hemp, which they hk 
accepted as a valuable preſent; and mixing 
it with ſome tobacco, ſmoked it with a hig| * 
reliſh, while we were talking together. Tit fre 
pipes out of which they ſmoked, were circu- ob. 
lated merely among the chiefs, had ſtems le 
above four feet along, from 3-4ths of which 
the pith had been taken out, but by whit \ 
means I am entirely ignorant, Where th Id 
hollow part of the pipe ſeemed to terminats, I |. 
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1 bowl three inches long, but very narrow, ap- 
peared to be fixed at the bottom of the 
ſtem, being kept firm and ſteady with a band 
or collar, in the ſame way as the ſtays of a 
maſt are in a ſhip. From the ſmall bore and 
ſze of this bowl, one may venture to con- 
clude, that theſe Caffres were but indifferent 
ſmokers compared to the Hottentots, 


When they heard that we intended to hunt 
the /ea-cow, and that theſe animals were rather 
uncommon as well as ſhy in theſe parts, they 
told us, that about Nonap-river, theſe crea- 
tures were ſeen to come up out of the river in 
the very middle of the day, and both to ſleep 
and graze in the fields there; where, in fact, 
for the ſake of defending themſelves from the 
attacks of their enemies, they were collected 
in as great numbers as the pebble-ſtones I 
actually ſaw ſcattered by the fide of Viſch- 
rivier, on the ſpot on which we then ſtood. 
Though this compariſon was, it muſt be own- 
ed, in the true Oriental ſtyle, yet it is proba. 
ble that theſe animals were really to be found 
in great numbers about the river above- men- 
tioned; and that they were far from being 
ſhy, but grazed and ſlept on land in open day, 
as the Caffres informed us; for, in conſe- 
quence of the uncultivated ſtate in which they 
vere, particularly as they had not the uſe of 
fre- arms, theſe people muſt neceſſarily be 
obliged to give way to animals of ſuch 
ſtrength and magnitude. 


When it grew dark, the Caffres ſtood up, 
and without any kind of order, or taking 
ltaye, went towards a large buſh, at the 

diſtance 


279 
1776. 


January. 


2 


A VOYAGE TO THE 


MY diitance of a a ſhot 3 us, where th 


January. made a great fire, near which they took u 


their repoſe for the night. Shortly after ye 
heard a hideous roaring near that ſpot, and 
we conjectured that it proceeded from ſome 
beaſt they were killing. Accordingly Mt 
IMMELMAn and I haſtened thither, to ſet 
it, and found the beaſt, which had bee 
felled to the ground, lying on its right 
fide, with its left = leg bound over it 
head; neither was any other binding o« 
faſtening neceſſary, as the animal lay tolen. 
bly ſtill, though not yet dead; while five u 
{x people ſtood by, and made ſeveral inci. 
ons with their haſſagais into its ſtomach, 
which they afterwards took out through a 
opening they made for that purpoſe in the 
cheſt. I do not know whether this way d 
ſlaughtering beaſts 1s practiſed by any other 
nation; it certainly appeared to be a ver 
cruel one, though while this buſineſs was dil 
patching, a good deal of mirth and laughte 
ſeemed to paſs between thoſe who had the 
management of it. The whole of this open 
tion, however, did not take up a long time, 
the. animal's pain terminating with its life in 
about two minutes after the firſt inciſion hal 


been made. Immediately after this they ſe 


about flaying the beaſt piece- meal, with the 
aſſiſtance of their haſſagais, and cutting tht 
hide into flices of different forms and ſizes. 
Theſe were likewiſe intended to be eaten, à 
I afterwards learned from one of my Hotten- 
tots, who the next day got a broiled piece 
of it, in exchange for a little tobacco; and 
«Cured me, that when an ox or cow's hide 
was well dreſſed, viz. firſt boiled in water and 
then in milk, it is s by no means a contempt! 
ble diſh, | White 
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While we were ſtanding to fee the beaſt 


laughtered, we tooſt notice that all the ſpears January. 


and haſſagais, excluſive of thoſe that were 


| uſed in killing the animal, were piled up to- 


gether in the middle juſt before one of the 


| chiefs, who was now obſerved to be very buſy 
in iſuing out his orders; theſe orders being 


obeyed without delay by thoſe who looked 
after the fire. Indeed, they did not ſeem to 
pay the leaſt regard to our being preſent: 
however, as it was grown very dark, we 
thought it moſt adviſeable not to make a long 
ſtay, We had ſcarcely got home, before 
their interpreter came along with two Caffres 
to borrow our porridge pot. This meſlage our 
Hottentots interpreted to us in a forrowful 
tone, adding, that the Caffres uſually kepr 
what they borrowed, elſe we muſt have a 
(ru5/e) or diſpute with them. As our porridge 
pot was abſolutely a treaſure to us, and was 
particularly uſeful to our Hotrentots, for the 
purpoſe of boiling and melting their fat, &c. 
and the Caffres probably could not have with- 
ſtood the remptation of keeping it, I thought 
it was as well to have a ruse with them at firſt 
as at laſt, I endeavoured to pacify them how- 
ever, by a civil anſwer ; and ſent them word, 
that if the company's ſons had two porridge 
pots, they would certainly lend one of them 
to their friends the Caffres ; but that we were 
then hungry, and were going to dreſs our 
victuals that very night: to which I added, 
that ſome {kill was requiſite in order to creſs 
victuals in our pot, ſo that they might not be 
ſpoiled; for which reaſon, I would myſelf take 
care to have their meat dreſſed for them the 

next 


281 
1776. 


N 


— * — — 
r re _— - 
— — bs 

on . 1 


2 U = 
4 ds, * iq 4 
NY anna Ho 
4 * 
1 


1 — —— 
= —— — — * 


* 5, WE * — 


r 


o F 1 4 
— 1 ee 
worn nt <A coax 


” 
os „ I. - 
-_ f —— 

—— — 


— 
S re, 
4 1 — 


Ws 
9 
N 
15 
1 


** 
8 


— — — —— ooo 2 ———— *** 


5 


282 


A VOYAGE TO TRE 


1776. next morning, as ſoon as ever they ſhould 


January. ſend it to my_Hottentots. 


It is true, they 
ſuffered themſelves to be put off with this 
compliment ; but we could not tell for al 
that, whether they might not take it 1n their 
heads to ſend a ſhower of darts in the night, 
before we were aware of it, through the til 
of 'our waggon, in the ſame manner as hay, 
pened to HEUPPENARR, whoſe ſtory I hate 
related at page 166 of this volume; « 
which account we fortified that part of ou 


waggon with our ſaddles, and the ſkins di 


beaſts, and defended ourſelves on the ſide; 
with bundles of paper, clothes, and pieces 
dried rhinoceros's hides. Two guns, with 
their muzzles pointed in a proper poſition, 
were placed at each end of the waggon, ( 
that we could directly, on the firſt rupture, 
diſcharge four pieces; moreover, in order to 
increaſe the alarm and terror of the enemy, 
we were then, as well as at the firſt arrival of 
the Caffres on the preceding day, prepared to 
throw, if neceſſary, powderhorns and large 
cartouches into the fire, which was about 
eight or nine paces diſtant from us; we 
were likewiſe on this occaſion to have fill 
ed our pockets without delay with looſe gun- 
powder, in order to keep up from ovr fire- 
arms, a briſker, though leſs effectual fire, 
and a continual report, with a view t0 
frighten the enemy at a diſtance, We 
conſidered our horſes and oxen too, which, 
according to our conſtant cuſtom, were 


tied to the waggon all around it, as a kind 


of intrenchment, having particular reaſon 
to expect, from the ſhyneſs our horſes, pte- 


vious notice of any attack; ſo that = 
} the 
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wld the whole we ſlept tolerably ſecure: and 1776. 
| though, even after ſuch ample preparations anuary. 


cation to ſee his new houſe burnt to the ground 
by theſe barbarians, after having loſt his nu- 
N merous herds of cattle, out of all which he 
We had been able to ſave no more than ſix oxen. 
Foy A woman of the name of KotTsje, had with 
were great difficulty eſcaped the purſuit of taeſe 
Lind barbarians, having been obliged to leave one 
5 of her children behind her, which had been 


” for our defence, we thought ourſelves happy 9 my 1 g 
0 eſcape being attacked by the enemy, yet 08 
heir till we could not help wiſhing that we had wo 
oh. been able to gratify our friends with an ac- WL fs 
t count of an aſſault on the part of the Caffres. e 
haps 2 i 
ae I cannot help thinking, however, that the e 
n inſtances we have of the deceitful diſpoſiti- n 
ons of the barbarians in general, and of the 84 
xd ſudden tranſitions which are ſometimes made ; W056 
das by them from a ſtate of peace and tranquility e 
_—_ that of rapine and ſlaughter, are ſufficient 4701 
with to juſtify all our ſuſpicions, and the precauti- l 
FE ons we took with reſpect to them; and I am K 
* inclined to conſider the being maſſacred by WE 
ure, theſe fellows, as one of the ſpecies of the ſud- e 
oa den death, againſt which we are taught to 40 
„e in the Litany. I have lately been in- 1 It 
a formed by a letter from Mr. IMMELMAN, dated i 
5 from the Cape, 25th of March, 1781, that the 1 a 1 
arge Cafes at that time were laying waſte every UN. 
don ing they could meet with in the diſtricts be- 1. 
e bonging to the Chriſtians: among others Paixr- n 
«1. ro, my old worthy hoſt, and the firſt I had 1 
zun. at Agter Bruntjes-hoogte, had had the mortifi- of 
155. 
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pre- pierced through the body with haſſagais. The 4 
pon loſs of the Chriſtians in the article of cattle, 28 


the is ſaid to amount to tWenty-one thouſand; 
while 
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1775. while, on the other hand, they could not meet 
January. with the third part of the number of cattle, 


. 


belonging to the Caffres, who, Mr. Tmye.. 
MAN tells me, were led on by the Captains 
Mosan and Kopa, I cannot ſay whether it 
was either of theſe that paid us a viſit, 281 


forgot to take down their names, and there. 


fore cannot remember them ſo as to be certain 
of them. Juſt after midnight it rained, with 
thunder and lightning. 


The next morning (being the 22d) at ten 
o'clock, the whole party of Caffres went away 
without taking leave, after having, under 


retence of ſelling a milch cow, tried to get 


a ſight of all the iron and copper which they 
ſuppoſed I had brought with me : however, 
that I might not lead them into temptation, 
I ſhewed them nothing but plants and inſets 
which I told them were the only commodities 
T had of any moderate value; theſe, howe: 
ver, I ſuppoſed they would hardly take in ex- 


change for their cow, which we otherwiſe, on 


account of the ſtore we ſet by the milk, would 
have been glad to have bargained with them 
for. 


After this they bent their courſe towards 


Agter Bruntjes-hoogite, and were met on the 


road by three farmers, viz. IAcoB PoTGI1ETER, 
with his ſon Fir, and his ſon-in-law Frans 
LABESKANJIE, who were coming with three 
Hottentots, according to agreement, te 
ſtrengthen our party, and to enable us the 
better to block up and ſhoot the ſea-cows. 


As the coloniſts are ſtrictly prohibited from 


carrying on any kind of commerce _ the 
1 2 
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Hottentots and Caffres, and as beſides theſe 1776. 


= Caffres! deſigns, apprehending at the ſame 
ern ame, that they would at leaſt ſtrike a terror 
| WM by cheir arrival, in thoſe whom they left at 
ere. bome behind them, they at firſt endeavoured 
tan oo diſſuade them in a friendly manner from 


going to the town; and afterwards had re- 
courſe to threats, which ſucceeded better; aſ- 
ſuring them, that in caſe they would not go 
their way peaceably, they would make a great 


ten N | 
wa havock among them with their fire-arms ; 
nder WY vhich, in fact, as they were on horſeback, 
get they might do without danger, by ſucceſſive- 
wy diſpatching them in ſmall parties, in the 
ver, ſame manner as I mentioned at page 153 and 
ion, 66 of this volume, and of which the Caffres 
-&; were not ignorant. | | 

mY As to the external appearance of thefe Caf- 
ex. e, 1 found them not ſo tall in general as the 
„on 1049uas Hottentots, and the Caffres I ſaw with 
yuld chat people; neither were they nearly fo much 


adorned with copper and beads; they were, 
however, full as robuſt and manly. 


ards While I was waiting for the arrival of the 
the chree farmers, and there was no particular na- 
ER, ural ſubject about this ſpot that required pe- 
ans Wl liar attention, I ſet about digging in the 
hree earth after antiquities. I had before this, dur- 
to ing my firſt reſidence near Groote Viſch-rivier, 
the MW obſerved heaps of ſtones larger than thoſe few 
. had ſeen near Krakell-rivier, and compoled 
of ſtones equal to them in bulk. They were 

rom from three to four and four feet and a half 
the high, and the baſes of them meaſured ſix, 


eight, 


peaſants, not without reaſon, ſuſpected the January, 
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therefore conſidered as irrefragable proof, 


conceivable ſloth and idleneſs, are too well 
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eight, and ten feet in diameter. They like- Ik 
wiſe lay ten, twenty, fifty, two hundred paces, bs 


and even farther aſunder, but conſtantly be- 
tween two particular points of the compaſs 
and conſequently in right lines, and thoſe al- 
ways running parallel to each other. 

I likewiſe found theſe heaps of ſtones in x 
conſiderable number, and knew from the a0. 
count I had on the ſubject from the coloniſt 
that they extended in this manner ſeveral das 
journey from this ſpot, in a northern direct. 
on, through uncultivated plains, into the 
Sneeſe Viaktens, as they are called, where they 
are ſaid to be met with in a ſtil] greater num- 
ber of parallel lines. Theſem onuments are 


that this tract of country was formerly inhv 
bited by a race of people, who were more 
powerful and numerous than either the Hot: 
tentots or Caffres, whoſe ſepulchral rites, 
well as other cuſtoms, and above all their ins 


known for them to be ſuſpected of ſuch large, 
and to all appearance, uſeleſs undertakings 


In the mean while, in order to diſcover tht 
intention of theſe heaps of ſtones being col 
lected together, many conjectures were formed 
with various degrees of brobability : thus 
much, however, is certain, that they could 
not have been collected together by any othe! 
than ſlaves. But whether this was done by! 
people bending beneath the yoke of ſuperlt- 
tion, or elſe under that of monarchy or of al 
oligarchy, I ſhall not pretend to determine 
In the firſt caſe it is probable, that they con- 


ceived themſelves bound to make offering 
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xe theſe, of uſeleſs toil and trouble, to their 1776. 


compelled to pay this tribute to the pride and 
vanity of ſome tyrant, who even after death, 
for the ſake of immortalizing and procuring 
yain and imaginary honours for his duſt, con- 
trived in this manner to waſte the ſtrength, 
and exhauſt the forces of his ſurviving ſub- 
jects. Under the influence of which ſoever 
of theſe cauſes the ſtones have been accumu- 
lated, they are certainly the relicks of ſome 
early period, in which, whether ſmarting un- 
der the ſcourge of ſuperſtition or that of a ty- 
rant, ſome populous nation has dwindled away 
to a few ſcattered herdſmen, or elſe has been 
degraded to the preſent race of Caffres, Hot- 
tentots, Boſhies-men, and ſavages, 


In ſome few heaps of ſtones, I obſerved that 
the foundations only had been laid, or per- 
haps the ſtones had been carried off, till the 
remainder was level with the ſurface of the 
earth, As theſe ſeemed moſt convenient for 
the purpoſe of exploring the ground, Mr. 
IMMELMAN and I rode nearly three miles to 
one of them, which was in the vicinity of 
Koks-craal, in order, as I ſaid before, to ſearch 
after antiquities, or any relicks whatever of 
antient times, concerning which I was in 
hopes of getting information. 

A bar of iron, two feet long, which we 
had taken with us in order to dig up bulbs and 
roots with it in the courſe of our journey, 
was the only inſtrument we had fit for our 
purpoſe; and we had not an opportunity of 
aking any more hands with us by way of aſ- 
liſting us, than the youngeſt of our Boſhies- 

men, 


yrannical gods; or in the latter caſe, were January, 
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We met, however, with impediment 
not to be overcome, in large ſtones piled up 
© cloſe together, ſo that with our united ſtrength 
we could not get more than two feet deep int 
the centre of the heap, and that riot without 
great labour and trouble; and at laſt found 
nothing more than ſome rotten bits of trees, 
and ſomething that appeared to be a piece of 
a bone quite mouldered away. The Hotter: 
tot who before this; induced by the tobaccy 


which we promiſed him, had aſſiſted us, though þ 


not without ſneering us a good deal, and ris 
diculing us in his own language, which we 
did not underſtand, at laſt fairly burſt out a 
laughing, and began likewiſe, with an aire 
great indignation, and moralizing on the mat- 
ter, to turn his back upon the work. To thi 
may be added, that this diſtrict was very much 
noted for harbouring lions; and that out 
horſes, which we had turned out upon the 

aſtures, with their heads and legs tied toge- 
ther, had ſtrayed away, and were miſling 1 


long time before we could find them again 


among the buſhes on this dangerous ſpot. 


In the duſk we got home to our waggol, 
and were not a little pleaſed with the pundu- 
ality of the three farmers before ſpoken of, who 
were now come, agreeably to their promiſe 
to aſſiſt us in hunting the ſea-cow : thovugl 
at the ſame time I was, and am ſtill exceed: 
ingly vexed at having miſſed the opportunllſ 
of exploring, in a proper manner, and with 
ſufficient degree of accuracy, the heaps d 
ſtones occurring in theſe parts; an inveſtiga” 


tion which would probably throw much ligt 
PTR ; 


8 . e oh n = 72 Wir 0 22 n n 4 LT. - 1 
8 ho N * — * p 5 * I 7 
F P 
5 i 


Cu 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE 299 


on the nature of mankind in general, and G 

more particularly on its priſtine condition in A⁰ν,H,⁴ 
this it of the world. There was a vague * 
report propagated here, that a farmer had 

found on a ſpot near the diftrict of Camdebo, 

ſme antient ſtone ruins. This ſtory I ſhall 

make no comment upon; yet, together with 

the heaps of ſtones fo often mentioned, it 

T forms a ſubject worthy of a particular and 

doſe inveſtigation: and this could not be 

done by any one better than Major Gox bo, 

who, being a member of the regency at the 

Cape, and a man of great genius and an in- 

quifitive turn of mind, would certainly have 

z great a claim to the gratirude of the pub- 

lic by his fucceſsful labours on this ſubject, 

a5 he has already by clearing up the remarka- 

ble hiſtory of the camelopadalis. 


Jacob Koks-craal, which I have mentioned 
before, and put down in my map, is a place 
which is in general paſſible with waggons; 
and from the ſituation of the mountains near 
It, and other circumſtances, is faid to be the 
t. key, as it were, to the northern part of Afri- 

a, It is reported to have obtained the name 
ggon, it now bears from the circumſtance of Jacos 
nctu- Kox, my friend at Zectoe rivier, who, with 
f, who N ſeveral others, had intended to make a long 
"mile, WMjourney a great way up the country, having 
10ugl deen detained for ſeveral months by an unu- 
;ceed: ua flooding of the water; which indeed was 
tune o great, that the force of the ſtream even pre- 
with 4 Wvented them in their attempts to croſs it on a - 
ps ol kot of wood. On this, as well as on the 
tig; preceding night, we had thunder and rain. 
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1776. On the next morning, being the 239, ye 
January. ſet off from hence, in order to go to anothe 
— pĩart of the river. This day I for the firſt time 
perceived that my lazy Boſhies-men run faſterf 
and hold it out longer, than I ſhould other. 
wiſe ever have ſuppoſed. The farmers, why 
had lately joined our party, and who were 
better appriſed of this circumſtance than ye, 
as well as of what was to be expected from 
theſe gentry, obliged ſome of them to cam 
our arms, and at the ſame time follow as fab 
as we rode; our pace in general being an d.. 
dinary trot, which we now and then change 
to a gallop, for ſeveral hours together, ove 
different kinds of ground. Once or twice, 
indeed, we made a little ſtop; but twice a 
other times, having taken our arms from them 
and carried them ourſelves, we went the falt- 
er, by which means we ſoon got ſomewhat 
head of them, but did not wait long before 
they came up to us. In ſhort, I found then, 
as well as afterwards, that even the oldeſt of 
theſe fellows would run about twenty miles it 
the ſpace of three or four hours, without ap 
pearing to be extremely fatigued by it. Tit 
farmers moreover aſſured me, that they her 
of Boſhies-men, who could hold out in ch 
manner all day long; and had, by this means 
ran down, and with their own hands deſtroy: 
ed, many elks or hart-beeſts, eſpecially when of 
theſe creatures had been previouſly wounded. WM wh 
Indeed, moſt of the people belonging to this ces, 
nation are obliged, for their ſupport, to ac Wand 
quire this ſwiftneſs of foot; to which be ul. 
ſides, their manner of life, and their educat!- WM hay 
on from their infancy, cannot but diſpolt Wi life 
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CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 
Towards evening, after having loſt our way 


roads to a pit in the river, which our new 
guides, the farmers, know uſed to be frequent- 
ed by ſea-cows. For this reaſon, all the dif- 
ferent ways, by which theſe animals might 
come up from the river, were beſet by us ſe- 
parately, our hunting party conſiſting in the 
whole of ſeven perſons; viz. five of us Chriſ- 
tians, together with my Hottentot and ano- 
ther belonging to the farmers. Beſides this, 
the reſt of the Hottentots were orderd to go 
to the windward and to the more open places, 
and by ſmacking their whips and making 
other noiſes, to frighten and drive the animal 
towards us, as ſoon as it ſhould make its ap- 
pearance : in conſequence of which meaſures 
t appeared to us, that, when at length oblig- 
ed to go on ſhore in queſt of its food, it muſt 
necefſarily come to the hiding-place of ſome 
one of the hunters. Every one of theſe pla- 
ces were juſt at the edge of the river, between 
the reeds which grew on the dry parts of the 
river, or on thofe ſpots which the water had 
left, and at the ſame time cloſe to the very 
narrow paths which the animal had made for 
elf at each place: in conſequence of which 


(diſpoſition, it would inevitably paſs not above 


x inches, or a foot at moſt, from the mouth 
of the ſportſman's piece. Conſequently our 
Whole dependence was upon two circumſtan- 
ces, viz. that our guns ſhould not miſs fire, 
and that the ſhot ſhould not fail to prove mor- 
tal, In the former cafe, the ſportſman muſt 
have inevitably paid for his temerity with his 
life; though in the latter he had reaſon to 
hope, from inſtances of what had happened 

U 2 to 


ſeveral times, we came by a number of by- January. 
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1776. to others, that the fire, togecher with the re. 
January, port from the piece, as well as the ball Itſelf E 


would confuſe the animal, ſo as to preven il” 
it from immediately making towards its ene. i © 
My. 7 V1 


The banks of the pit, which we then beſeſ al 
were in molt places ſteep and perpendicular ſu 
and the pit itſelf was almoſt three quarters c 
a mile long: but my poſt, and that of ay ſu 


fellow-traveller, happened to be at the dif bl 
tance of not above thirty or forty paces fron Wi *' 
each other. To theſe very places too, aft of 
we had waited at them an hour and a Half, in an! 
the moſt profound filence, the enormous ai: 
mals did not fail to reſort, They had already r0c 
while on the other ſide of the river, got ſcent 
of the Hottentots, and now ſhewed by ther 
ſwimming up and down and blowing them- lle 
ſelves, as well as by a ſhort but acute and the 
piercing grunt, or neighing noiſe, that they te 
had a great ſuſpicion of theſe paſſes, I be- thr 
lieve Mr. IMMELMAYN was not leſs eager ad i” 
anxious than myſelf, each of us expetting 
every moment to have a boyt with a huge 
enormous beaſt, which we knew had given cer: 
tain proofs of its being able to bite a man aſun * 
der. Yet were we each of us at times no EH e 
fearful, leſt the other ſhould have the honour " 
of killing game of ſuch conſequence, Tit nel 
bippopotamus, however, left us, and had 1 


made its appearance in the ſame manne\ 
where the farmers were ſtationed ; natwith- 
ſtanding which, at that very inſtant we heard 
it ſhut at by one of the Hottentots. 
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The ſable darkneſs of the night, and the 1776. 


with the loudneſs of the report from it, oc- 
aloned by the weight of the charge, and the 
vibrations of the echo prolonging the ſound 
along the neighbouring chain of mountains, 
all conſpired, to compole a moſt aweful and 
ſuperb ſpectacle, which was ſtill heightened 
by the expectation of ſeeing an animal fall 
ſuperior in bulk to the elephant. This ſu- 
blime lpectacle was immediately followed by a 
ridiculous kind of farce performed by a troop 
of baboons, which, from their calling and 
anſwering each other along a ſtrait line, we 
could diſcover to be encamped on a ſtee 

rocky mountain in the neighbourhood, with 
regular out-polts in the trees on each fide of 
It, After an interval of a couple of minutes, 
lence again took place till two o'clock, when 
the other Hottentot fired his piece, and ano- 
ther alarm, though of ſhorter duration, went 


through the baboons out- poſts and head- 
quarters. 


The next morning, for the arrival of which 
ve ardently longed, in order to ſatisfy our eu- 
tioſity, our Hottentot ſportſmen related to us 
the following particulars concerning the 
adventures of the night. Involved in dark- 
nels, covered up to the eyes in reeds, and 


| overſhadowed with branches of trees, they 


could only get a glimpſe of the animal, and 
conſequently could not anſwer for their ſlots 
having taken place: and one of them acknow- 
ledged, that he was a little confuſed, as he 
could not well ſee what he was about; and for 
the ſame reaſon fired his plece too ſoon, * 

ore 


iter! 's pi January. 
glittering of the Hottentot's piece, together JO 
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1776. fore the animal had well riſen out of the vn 
January. ter; the other, indeed, had had an opporty. 


nity, both with the ball and ſhot that madey 
the charge, of wounding the animal, which 


went on its road and paſſed directly by hin; 
but he could not ſee which part of the animi 
preſented itſelf before the muzzle of his piece, 
As ſoon as he had fired, he ſlank away, and 
directly afterwards heard the beaſt take ty 
the water. The reſt of the Hottentots had 


obſerved one of theſe animals, probably a di 


ferent one from this, run up on a ſhallow along 
the river ſide, and thus make its eſcape, with- 
out their having been able to prevent it. A. 
ter this we ſtaid here till the afternoon, in 
hopes that the wounded animal would die and 
riſe to the top of the water, but we ſtaid in 
vain; and to as little purpoſe would it prob: 
bly have been, had we waited ſtill longer, 
there grew by the ſide of the river a great num- 
ber of trees, to the roots of which theſe cres- 
tures, it is ſaid, in the agonies of death, make 
themſelves faſt, by means of their long aid 
crooked tuſks. On the other hand, ſuppoſing 
theſe two ſea-cows to be but ſlightly wound4 


ed, they would be cautious how they madq 


their appearance; and, indeed, in all probe 
bility, it would have been a dangerous ſervice 
to the ſportſmen who fhould have ventured i 
have followed them any farther. Beſides, tht 
water had now, in the ſpace of a few houty, 
Tiſen conſiderably, and had overflowed mal) 
ſpots fit for lying in ambuſh ; for which reaſon 
we departed to another hippopotamus-plt, le 
than this. Here too we laid, by way of ſnare, 
a large blunderbuſs, which the farmers had 

brought with them for that purpoſe ; the * 
ig. | tento 


er th 
ſittit 
ject, 
with 
dom 
whil 
muſ 
muc 
my 

cam 
a hic 
bow 
out, 
very 
flaſh 
per 

bac 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 295 


Ss A 
l 


tentots occupied one poſt, Mr. IMMELMAN 1776- 
and LaBESCANJE guarded another; the oldeſt January. 
of the farmers, PoTcieTEr, with his ſon 
Ful, ſtationed themſelves at the third, and 
placed me in the middle of them. Juſt in 
this part, the banks of the river were of a 
conſiderable height, and the river itſelf was 
dried up, near an extenſive ſhallow, where it 
was ſpread out into a little plain covered with 
pebble ſtones and gravel. We three then ſer 
ourſelves down cloſe by the ſide of each other, 
in a path made by the ſea-cows, making our- 
ſelves pretty certain, as the place was flat, and 
conſequently it was light here, of being able, 
it any hippopotamus ſhould chance to come 
vpon the ſhallow and look about it, to ſee it 
plain enough to kill it, with a volley of three 
ſhot. But, to the great endangering of our 
lives, we, on a ſudden, found the animal 
much quicker in its motions, as well as bold- 
er than we had thought it: for while I was 
ſitting half aſleep and moralizing on the ſub- 
jet, ſtruck with the conſideration, that we, 
with our guns, had at the preſent moment the 
dominion over Job's Leviathan or Behemoth, 
while on the other hand, the flies, or ſmall 
muſquiros, had the dominion over us, (ſo 
much indeed, that I was obliged to wrap 
my face up in a handkerchief,) a ſea-cow 
came ruſhing upon us out of the river, with 
a hideous cry, as ſwift as an arrow out of a 
bow; at the ſame time, I heard the farmer call 
out, Heer Feſus !”” but fortunately at the 
very inſtant he diſcharged his piece, which 
flaſhing full in the animal's face, contributed, 
perhaps, more than the ball, to make it itart 


back ; when ſetting up another cry, it threw 
itſelf 


— 
— a 
— — 
- 1 13G ——— — ares erred 
—— | — 
=> 


cet trad. 
a = A... T 4 


* a - 


— peg —_— 
5 . * — 
5 - — ” 
* = * 0 — 
- © Ss 4% 2 2 — — 1 
— - — r — * 
5 S X FL 
* Gp —— — So — 


— Mt ar - - 


— 8 — — 
YI. 


tre 
— \ wow 


—— . — 2 — 


— — 
— — 


296 


1776. 
January. 


A VOYAGE TO THE 


irſelf into the water again with as 5 great preci 
ep as it came out. 


At this I was not a little alarmed ; yet, what 
is vety ſingular, not at the danger, which 
was real, of being trampled under foot, 9 
being bitten aſunder by the beaſt, but in con. 
ſequence. of my apprehenſions, which | were 
merely imaginary, of being drowned: far 
the rattling noiſe, ariſing from the Creature' 
running out of the water and along the ſto- 
ney beech, immediately ſuggeſted to me the 

B idea, that the river had on a ſudden overflow. 
ed its banks: a ſuppoſition to which I wasthe 
more inclined, as I knew that this accident 
bappens more frequently here than at-Gauritz 
rivier, (for an account of which I muſt refer 
the reader to Vol. I. Chap. VI. :) and as the 
hippopotamus, when it is knewly come up out af 
the water, and is wet and ſlimy, is ſaid to 
gliſten in the moon-ſhine like a fiſh, it is 00 
wonder, that as ſoon as I took my handker- 
chief from before my eyes, it ſhould appear 
to me, at fo near a view as I had of it, like: 
high column of water, which ſeemed to 
threaten to carry us off and drown us in a mo- 
ment: for which reaſon, Iran, or rather flew 
towards the higher ground, leaving both my 
guns and my brother ſentinels behind me; but, 
as juſt at this ſpot, I was prevented by thc 
fleepneſs of the river's banks frem aſcending 
the heights, and nevertheleſs perceived that 
neither my companions nor myſelf were 
drowned, it ran in my head, for the ſpace 


of ſeveral ſeconds, that we were all of us ei- 
ther dreaming or delirious. The farmer's ſon 


had fallen * and ſtill continued to ſleep 
very 
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ci Nery ſoundly: as to the farmer himſelf, who, 1776. 


panting and breathleſs, every now and then 
looked up to heaven, and at the ſame time, 


t ich much aukwardneſs and buſtle was endea- 
ch Whouring to make his eſcape, I made all the 
or White 1 could to diſengage him from a large 
n- Wvrzpper, which, as well on account of his 
te Neout as by way of keeping off the flies, he had 
or Wrapped round his legs. I then aſked him 
“hat courſe the water had taken when it over- 
o- loved; and he, after a long pauſe, anſwered 
he Nealy by aſking me in his turn, if I was not 
. rad; upon which I was almoſt ready to put 
he che ſame queſtion to myſelf: and even at laſt, 
nt chen all this was unriddled to me, could not 
: Whiclp doubting of the truth of it, till I found 
er be farmer's gun was really diſcharged ; for 


the rattling among the ſtones and the ſquaſh- 
ing in the water, occaſioned by the ſea-cow, 
was what I firſt heard, and what made me take 
tomy legs; ſo that I did not attend in the 
leaſt either to the report of the gun or the cry 
of the animal, though theſe latter appeared to 
the reſt of our party the molt terrible; fo 
much, indeed, that they occaſioned Mr, Iu- 
VELMAN, together with the farmer's ſon- in- 
law, to fly from their poſt, though they had 
ken nothing of all that had happened, and 
could not eaſily have come to any harm. 


We concluded the chaſe, and ſpent the 
remainder of the night in laughing art each 
ther, chattering, and forming various con- 
tures on the ſubject of the precipitation and 
Mpetuous fury of the ſea-cow, which, howe- 
yer, was probably as much alarmed ana 
ightened as we ourſelves could poſſibly be: 
we 
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January. jiſtened to the roaring of the lion, and waited 
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1776. we even ſmoked a couple of pipes, while ys 


for the approach of the morning. Sever 
Hottentots then told us, that ſoon after t 
noiſe and tumult we have been deſcribing hi 
_ ceaſed, they had ſeen a ſea- cow, making it 
way out of the river towards that fide of i 
which was unguarded. 


On the 25th, from ſome traces of the ſe 
cows which we found in the duſt near another 
ſpot, we concluded that many of theſe huge 
amphibious animals had lately taken up thei 


quarters in a certain pit thereabouts, which 


we accordingly prepared to lay ſiege to it 
every poſſible way. 


In the mean time, we ſaw a young lion 
make its eſcape into a cloſe thicket, on the 
ſide of this ſame pit, where it might be per: 
fectly ſafe from us and our hounds. No 
much approving of this animal's being (0 
near a neighbour to us, we thought it beſtfo 
ſeveral of us markſmen to be together at ea 
hiding-place; at the ſame time ordering 0! 
Hottentots, partly by making a noiſe an 
uproar, and partly by the means of making 
large fires, to frighten the ſea-cows from at: 
tempting any of the other paſſes. 


Theſe animals had probably been beſet it 
the ſame manner ſeveral times before, as th 
night we ſcarcely heard any thing of them. 
In the mean while, however, we flattered 
ourſelves, that by continuing to block them 


up we ſhould at laſt, by ſtarving them, — 
| the 
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them to quit their aſylum, and expoſe them- 17756. 
ſelyes on the land to the fire of our guns. | anuary. 


On the 26th likewiſe, we were on the look- 
out after theſe animals, between the hours of 
ten and eleven in the forenoon, and alſo juſt 
before duſk, though upon a quite different 
plan from what we had before, as we meant 
now to hit them on their ſnouts the inſtant 
they ſhould ſtick them up within the reach of 
our guns out of the water, in order to take 
breath, or, more properly, (as it is not unaptly 
called by the coloniſts) to blow themſelves. 
In order that the ſhot might prove mortal, 
we were obliged, however, on this occaſion, 
to direct it in ſuch a manner, that the ball 
ſhould paſs through the cavity of the noſe 
into the brain. It was merely upon this plan, 
that we went out after the ſea-cows, before 
we arrived at Agter Bruntjes-boogte, and were 
ſtrengthened by the farmer's party. But we 
conſtantly found theſe animals too ſhy, to 
allow us to put our deſigns in execution: for 
although in thoſe places where they had not 
been frightened or wounded, they will often 
in the middle of the day raiſe their heads and 
part of their bodies above the ſurface of the 
water, they at this time ſcarcely ventured juſt 
to put one of their noſtrils only out of it, in 
order to breathe almoſt imperceptibly ; and 
this only for the moſt part, in thoſe ſpots in 
which they ſheltered from us by the hanging 
branches of trees. Notwithſtanding this dif- 
advantageous ſituation, in conſequence of the 
acuteneſs of their ſmell, they ſeemed ſtil} to 
viſcera us, eſpecially when we were to the 
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A VOYAGE 


TO THE 


windward of them; as in that caſe they in. 


January. ſtantly withdrew to another part. 
— — | 


The ſame night, we betook ourſelves again 
to our poſts; and in the duſk of the evening, 
I ſaw a little animal, which probably was a 
otter, ſtick its head up out of the water and 
blow itſelf a little, ſuffering itſelf for a fey 
moments to be borne away by the current. 


At half an hour after eight, it being already 
very dark, a {ea-cow began at intervals to put 
its head up above the water, and utter a ſhary, 
piercing, and, as it were, a very angry ct), 
which {ſeemed to be between grunting and 
neighing. Perhaps this cry may be beſt en. 


preſſed by the words, beurkb hurkb, bub-hub: the 


two firſt being uttered flowly, in a hoarſe but 
ſharp and tremulous ſound, reſembling the 
grunting of other animals; while the third, or 
compound word, is ſounded extremely quick, 
and is not unlike the neighing of a horſe, lt 
is true, it is impoſſible to expreſs theſe 1nart! 
culate ſounds in writing; but, perhaps, one 
may make nearer approaches to it, than one 
can to the guttero-palatial ſounds of tht 
Hottentot language. 


At eleven o'clock came the ſame, or elſe ſome 
other hippopotamus, and in like manner viſitec 
the poſts we occupied; he did not, howeve!, 
dare to come up, though to our extreme mor: 


tification we heard him come and nibble the 


boughs which hung over the ſurface of te 
water, as well as a little graſs and a few lon 
ſhrubs which grew here and there on the infice 


of the rivers banks. We were, however, 


hopes, 
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hopes, that this way of living would not long 1776. 


ſuice animals, one of which only required 


moſt a larger portion than a whole team of 


ren. Thus far at leaſt is certain, that if one 
hould calculate the conſumption of provifi- 
ons made by a ſca- cow, from the ſize of its 
fuces, and from that of its body and of its 
belly, which hangs almoſt down to the ground, 
together with the quantity of graſs which 1 
have at different times obſerved to have been 
conſumed by one of theſe animals in ſpots, 
whither it has come over night to graze, the 
mount would appear almoſt incredible. 


On the 27th day, we met with the misfor- 
tune of one of our Hottentots having heed- 
lefsly hit the muzzle of his gun againſt a rock, 
ſo that it went off and ſhort him through the 
foor, at the ſame time wounding ſeveral 
others in the legs with the ſhivers of the ball 
(2 compoſition of lead and tin) which was 
ſplit in pieces againſt a rock. As proviſions 
vere now ſcarce with us, we were obliged in 
the day- time to ride a good way round about 
the neighbourhood in ſearch of game. Ex- 
cluſively of our having had an opportunity of 
giving chaſe, en paſſaut, though without ſuc- 
ceſs, to a lion and a hyena, we had the good 


luck to catch a young woodpig, and to ſhoot | 


a hart-beeft ; but our Hottentots going only 
two hours afterwards to fetch off the fleſh of 
the latter, the eagles had already conſumed 
the major part of it. In the afternooa it 
mundered, and we paſſed the following night 
i the fame poſts as we occupied on the night 
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1776. preceding, the ſea-cows acting much in the 
January. ſame manner as before. 
—— — 


On the 28th, after ſun- riſe, juſt as we wer 
thinking of going from our poſts home toou 
waggons, there comes a female hippopotamu 
with her calf, from ſome other pit or river, u 
take up her quarters in that which we were 
then blockading. While ſhe was waiting at; 
rather ſteep part of the river's banks, and 
looking back after her calf, which was lame, 
and conſequently came on but flowly, ſhe f- 
ceived a ſhot in her fide, upon which ſhe 
directly plunged into the river, but was not 
mortally wounded ; for FLie, the drowſieſto 
all ſublunary beings, who had ſhot her, and 
that inſtant could hardly be awakened by two 
Hottentots, was ſtill half aſleep when he fired 
his piece; and happy was it for him, that the 
enormous beaſt did not make towards his hid 
ing, or rather ſleeping-place, and ſend him 
into the other world to ſleep for ever. In tit 
mean while his ſhot was ſo far of ſervice, that 
one of my Hottentots ventured to ſeize th 
calf and hold it faſt by its hind legs, till tht 
reſt of the hunting party came to his aſlilt 
ance. Upon which the calf was faſt bound 
and with the greateſt joy borne in triumph t0 
our waggons ; though while they were taking 
it over a ſhallow near the river, the Hotten- 
tots were very much alarmed, leſt the wound: 
ed mother and the other ſea-cows, ſhould be 
induced by the cries of the calf to come to 
reſcue ; the creature, as long as it was bound 
making a noiſe a good deal like a hog that 
is going to be killed, or has got faſt berween 


two poſts. The ſound, however, W 
rom 
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the nom the hippopotamus calf, was more ſhrill 1956. 


393 


ind harſh. It ſhowed likewiſe a conſiderable January. 
hare of ſtrength in the attempt it made to get 


rere ooſe, and was found to be quite unmanagea- 
ou ble and unwieldy ; the length of it being 
muM:lready three feet and a half, and the height 
„o feet; though the Hottentots ſuppoſed it 
vero be no more than a fortnight, or at moſt 
ui bree weeks old. When at laſt it was turned 
anole, ic ceaſed crying; and when the Hot- 
me, tentots had paſſed their hands ſeveral times 
fe- oer its noſe, in order to accuſtom it to their 


ſhefMefluvia, began directly to take to them. 

not 

ſtoſ While the calf was yet alive, I made a 
and erawing of it, a copy of which may be ſeen 


tuo the Swediſh Tranſactions for 1778, and 
fired Mlikewiſe in Plate IV. of this volume. After 
 chefWihis it was killed, diſſected, and eaten up in 
bid eis than three hours time. The reaſon of 
this quick diſpatch was partly the warmth of 
he weather, and partly our being in abſolute 
want of any other freſh proviſions. The dried 
kin, which I brought home with me, is of 
the thickneſs of the ſole of a thin ſhoe, and at 
ne ſame time was very ſtiff. Notwithſtanding 
lieſe diſadvantages, I have had it ſtuffed for 
zh tofW£tie cabinet of the Royal Academy, ſo as to 
kingWpcar a tolerable reſemblance to the living 
animal, excepting that the belly could not be 
ufficiently diſtended. On this account, the 
drawing given by M. ALLaManD from a 
tuffed hippopotamus's calf, and afterwards 
pied in M. ps Burrox's Supplement, could 
thaFWour be incomplete, in reſpect that it is too 
wenn, and the toes or hoofs too far diſtant 
dingßz rom each other. The eyes, moreover, are 
from made 
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1776. made too large, and juſt the fame may dovbs Ml 1-6th, 
Jury. leſs be ſaid of the figures given of the adv: There 
—Y— hippopotamus in the ſame place. We found forme 


the fleſh and fat of this calf, as flabby as oe thinly 
might have expected from its want of age Won the 
and confequently not near fo good as thatoftheMWed in | 
old ſea-caws ; of which I found the fleſh ten-WM the S1 
der, and the fat of a taſte like marrow, or ai fince 
leaſt not ſo greaſy and ſtrong as other fat, H nima! 
is for this reafon, likewiſe, that the colon fairs. 
look upon the fleſh and fat of the ſea-cow, Wind co 
the wholeſomeſt meat that can be eaten; M tt look 
gelatinous part of the feet in particular, when the 
properly dreſſed, being accounted a great de- 
Hcacy. The dried tongues of theſe anime The 
are alfo conſidered at the Cape, as a rare den the 
favory diſh. On my return to Sweden, I hat the ler 
the honour to furniſh his Majeſty's table with large | 
a dried'{ea-cow's tongue, two feet eight inches en po! 
long. With reſpe& to form, the tongue of eitici⸗ 
a full-grown hippopotamus is very blunt bo at 
the tip, and is, in fact, broadeſt at that part; WW pound: 
if, at the ſame time, it is flanted off toward page 2 
one fide, and marked with lobes, as I was in-WMerinde! 
formed it is, this circumſtance may, perhaps, ¶ 'uſks a 
proceed from the friction it fuffers againſt the inches 
1 teeth, towards the fide on which the animaliteen pc 
; chiefly chews; at leaſt fome traces of this fave ac 
1 oblique form were difcoverable on the dricd great 
4 tongue J am ſpeaking of. ind th 
A | | drough 
1 On the ſkin of the hippopotamus calf which Royal 
A ] had ſtuffed for the Royal Academy, therein fi 
= are ſome ſtiff reddiſh-brown | hairs, from ſeyen i 
1 quarter to half an inch long, ſome on the in-Wo! its 
| ſide of the ears, and others about the noſe and the the len 
1 back part of the neck; but they grow ſo ſcat. ¶ weight 
A tered and thin, as to be at the n, 0 Vor. 
t 4 as 
* 
N 
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18th, or even half an inch from each other. 
There are alfo hairs upon the back like the 
former, excepting that they are ſtill more 
thinly ſcattered and ſhorter; theſe were longeſt 


ed in the deſcription I gave of this animal in 
the Swediſh Tranſactions, though they have 
fnce fallen off during the ſtuffing of the 
animal, The reſt of the hide is quite bare of 
hairs, The tail itſelf is flattened at the ſides, 
and conſequently the edges or ſharp parts of 
tlook upwards and downwards, as in the tail 
of the rhinoceros. 


The tuſks, or canine teeth are to be ſeen 


ad on the calf here deſcribed, already grown to 
aa the length of half an inch; but thoſe of the 


large ſea-cows weigh, according to KoLBe, 
ten pounds. An aſſertion which is, however, 
criticized by M. pt La CaiLLE, at page 349, 
who aſſerts, that they ſcarcely weigh three 
pounds, M. ps Burron, again, Tom. XII. 
page 38, ſays, that the weight of one of the 
grinders exceeds three pounds, and that the 
tuſks are each of them from twelve to ſixteen 
inches in length, and weigh twelve or thir- 


nal teen pounds. On the other hand, though I 
dis fave actually had an opportunity of ſeeing a 
jedi great many very large ſea-cow-teeth, yet I 


ind that one of the largeſt ſize, which I had 
drought home with me and preſented to the 


icht Royal Academy of Sciences, weighs no more 
ere than fix pounds nine ounces, and is twenty- 
eren inches long, meaſured along the inſide 


in- of its curve; and conſequently about twice 
the the length, and at the ſame time not half the 
at. Weight of that mentioned by M. DoE Burrox. 
of Vor. II. 8 


It 


on the edges of the tail, as I formerly obſerv- 
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1776: It is therefore to be hoped, that. this illuſtti. 
January aus author will excuſe my preſumption in 


doubting. the accuracy of his account, eſpe. 
cially as M. DauztnTon himſelf, at page 
62 of the ſame rome, makes the length of x 
canine tooth of the hippopotamus to be 
twenty-ſix inches, and conſequently twice 28 
long it is affirmed to be by NM. pz Burron, [ 
have not yet weighed a grinder of one of theſe 
animals; at preſent, however, 1 cannot help 
doubting, whether M. DE Burrow can find 
any that exceed the weight of three pounds; 
for an elephant's grinder, which 1 brought 
home with me as a preſent for the cabinet of 
the Royal Academy, weighs four pounds and 
a half, and. is nine inches broad; but yet, to 
Judge, from. the eye, was at leaſt three times 
as.large in cvery dimenſion as any grinder of 
a hyppopotamus, with which L compared it, 


and of which I have had an opportunity of 


ſeeing great numbers, in ſeveral ſkulls, in 


different ſpots on the banks of Viſeb-rivier, 


being the relicks of ſea-cows which the far- 
mers had ſhot there from time to time. From 
what has been faid it likewiſe follows, that 
Kor is in this place moſt to be depended 
upon. M. pz Burrow is, however, in the 


right, when he aſſerts, I. c. page 48, that | 


KoLBE took the. figures of his animals from 
other people, and compoſed moit of his de- 
ſcriptions from memory, fo that no great 


dependence 1s to be.placed upon them. 


The mouth of the hippopotamus is fo large, 
that though a full third of the enormous tulks 
above- mentioned in the lower jaw, as well as 


ſeveral of the fore- teeth which project for- 
25 wards, 
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vards, ſtands above the gums, yet they are 
jot ſeen except when the animal opens his 


mouth. 


The hide of the adult hippopotamus bears 
great reſemblance to that of the rhinoceros, 
but is rather thicker. Whips likewiſe made 
of this hide are ſtronger, and, after being uſed 
ome time, are more pliable than thoſe made 
of the hide of the rhinoceros uſually are, 


though they are not ſo tranſparent as theſe 


latter are when new. 


The food of the hippopotamus conſiſts en- 
rely in herbs and grais, a circumſtance of 
which we are informed by Father Logo, and 
which may partly be inferred from what I 
have already ſaid on the ſubject, as well as 
from the figure of the ſtomach n to 
the fetus of a hippopotamus given in Meſſrs. 


be Burron and DaUBENToON's elegant work. 


therefore do not look upon it as very pro- 


bable, that theſe animals, agreeably to the 
ſertions of M. Dt Burrox, page 93, or of 
DaveiER in his voyage, ſhould hunt after 
ilh by way of preying upon them; eſpecially 
in ſome of the rivers of the ſouthern part 
of Africa, where the ſea-cows are ſeen daily 
and in great abundance, there is not a fiſh to 
be ſeen; and in others only a few baſtard 
Pringers, as they are called, (cyprinus gono- 
mcbus) which are ſcarcely fo big as a com- 
mon herring, It is ſaid, that a ſmall ſpecies 
of carp is {till more rarely to be met with 
lere, It is true, that the ſea-cows ſometimes 
ſequent the mouths of the rivers here, which 
re full of ſea-fiſh, and even ſometimes the 
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ſea itſelf: we know, however, that theſe huge 


January. quadrupeds are, notwithſtanding this, obliged 


to go from thence upon dry land in queſt of 
food. Neither is it probable that they can 


drink the ſea-water ; as an inſtance was te. 
lated to me of the contrary in a hippopotz 


mus, which, having been diſturbed in the 
rivers, had taken refuge in the ſea, and yet 


was obliged to go aſhore every night and drink 
freſh water from a well in the neighbourhood, | 
till at laſt it was ſhot by ſome people that lay] 


in wait for it there. That the hippopotamuſes 
actually lived in ſalt-water, I have ſeen evi. 
dent proofs at the mouths both of Kromn: 


and Camtour rivers, particularly in the latter, 


on my journey homewards ; where many o 


theſe animals blowed themſelves in broad 


day-light, and thruſt their heads up above 


the water; and one of them in particular, 


which hah been wounded by an ill-directed 


ſhot on the noſe, neighed from anger and re-J 


ſentment. In Krakekamma I ſaw on the beach 
manifeſt traces of a hippopotamus which had 


come out of the ſea, but had retired thither} 
again directly. That very attentive naviga. 


tor Captain Buxrz informed me, that he had 
frequently ſeen on the eaſtern coaſt of Africa 
ſea-horſes (meaning probably the hippopot- 
mus) raiſe their heads above the ſurface 
the water; in order to blow themſelves and 
neigh, I have been induced to be rathe! 
circumſtantial on this ſubject, as M. Apav- 


SON has taken it into his head, in his You 
au Senegal, to limit the abode of the hipp® 


potamus to the freſh-water rivers only 1 
Africa; and M. be Burron has taken upon 


him to ſupport this opinion, and to rende! 
| KoLBES 
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CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


KouBe's teſtimony to the contrary liable to 
ſuſpicion. 


An old experienced huntſman told me, 
that he had once ſeen two hippopotamules 
copulate, which they did in the ſame manner 
as common cattle. On this occaſion the 
beaſts ſtood in a ſhallow part of the river, 
where the water reached up to their knees, 


The ſize of the largeſt of the two ſea-cows 
meaſured by ZERENGHI, was, according to 
Buxrfon, Tom. XII. page 31, as follows: 
The length fixteen feet nine inches, the girt 
fifteen feet, the height ſix feet and half, the 
aperture of the mouth two feet four inches 
wide, and the tuſks were above a foot long, 
clear of the ſockets. 


The method of catching the hippopotamus 
conſiſts (beſides ſhooting it) in making pits 
for it in thoſe parts which the animal paſſes in 
his way to and from the river ; but this me- 
thod is peculiar to the Hottentots, and is only 
practiſed by them in the rainy ſeaſon, as the 
ground in ſummer is too hard for that pur- 


pole, It is ſaid that they have never ſuc- 


ceeded in killing this huge aquatic animal 
with poiſoned darts, though this way of kil- 
ling game is practiſed with advantage by the 
Hottentots for the deſtruction both of the ele- 
phant and rhinoceros. The coloniſts. like- 
wiſe, were not entirely unacquainted with the 
method mentioned by M. HasstLQuiIsT, as 
being common in Egypt, viz. to ſtrew on the 
ground as many peaſe or beans as the animal 
can poſſibly eat, by which means it very * 
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1776. belly and dies. But as this method is very 
January. expenſive, and they can generally have this 
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animal for a ſingle charge of powder and z 
tin ball, ſhot in a proper direction, they 
chiefly and almoſt ſolely have recourſe to this 
cheaper expedient. 


The hippopotamus is probably not ſo quick 

in its pace on land as the generality of the 
larger quadrupeds, though perhaps it is not 

ſo flow and heavy as M. DE Buro, |. c. 

page 39, deſcribes it to be; as both the Hot. 
tentots and coloniſts look upon it as danger: 
ous to meet a hippopotamus out of the water, 
eſpecially as, according to report, they had 
had a recent inſtance of one of theſe animal, 
which, from certain circumſtances, was ſup- 
poſed to be in rut, having, for ſeveral choum, 

purſued a Hottentot, who found it very diff. 

cult to make his eſcape. M. KCockxER con- 
firms this opinion, by the inſertion of a ſtory 
to this purpoſe related by one Marais. 


The people of this country did not enter. 
tain that opinion of the medicinal virtues of | 
the hippopotamus, as they did of certain parts 
of the elephant and rhinoceros ; excepting 
one coloniſt, who imagined he had found the 
05 1 this animal, reduced to powder, 
and taken in the quantity that would Jie on 
the point of a knife, excellent in convulſions, 
and particularly in the convulſions ¶ Hupen 
of children. That the fleſh is reckoned very 
wholſome food, I have already mentioned. 


Having already exceeded the limits I had 


preſcribed to myſelf, 1 do not intend to dwell 
| here 
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here an the anatomy of che hippapotamus we 1776. 
caught, particularly as the internal confor- January. 
mation of the calves is ſomewhat different 


from that of the adult animal. I ſhall, there- 
fore, only (briefly mention the following par- 
ticulars : the ſtomachs were four in number, 
and canſequently one more than in the ictus 
examined by M. Davupenron, which was 
kept in ſpirits. Compare Borrox, Tom. 
XII. Tab. IV. Fig. 2. The two firit ſto- 
machs, which correſpond with, and were 
ſomewhat ſimilar to the ſtomachs H. and L. 
(l. c.) were each of them about ſeven inches 
long, and three inches in diameter; the third 
was nine inches in length, and a little wider 
than the two former; the fourth was ſeven 
inches long, and at the upper part five inches 
broad, but decreaſed by degrees on one ſide 
til! it terminated in the pylorus, which 
had an aperture an inch in width, being 
about half as wide again as the cardia. I did 
not obſerve any ſuch valves as M. Dau EN - 
ron has delineated. The firſt ſtomach we 
found moſtly empty, it containing only a 
few lumps of cheeſe or curd ; it likewiſe dif- 
fered from the reſt by the ſuperior fineneſs of 
its internal coat. The internal membrane of 
the ſecond ſtomach was rather coarſer, and 
had many ſmall holes in it; it likewiſe con- 
tained ſeveral clods of caſeous matter, toge- 
ther with a great quantity of ſand and mud. 
The third ſtomach had very viſible folds, both 
longitudinal and tranſverſal, on the inſide of 
it, and contained caſeous lumps of a yellow 
colour and harder conſiſtence than the others, 
together with ſeveral leaves quite whole and 


freſh, and at the ſame time ſome dirt. The 
interior 
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interior membrane of the fourth ſtomach va; 


January? yery ſmooth, though it was not without 


HY * 


—gall- bladder five inches in length. 


folds; in the ſtomach itſelf there was a good 
deal of dirt, with a ſmall quantity of curd, 
which were whiter than they were in any of 
the other ſtomachs. This fourth ſtomach in 
a great meaſure covered the reſt, being 
ſituated on the right ſide of the animal, and 
was found to have the upper part of the mel: 
adhering to its ſuperior and interior edge. 


This latter viſcus, which was one foot long 


and three inches broad, diverged from it 
downwards on the left ſide. The inteſtinal 
canal was 109 feet long; the liver meaſured 


fourteen inches from right to left, and ſeven 


or eight from the hind-part to the fore-part, 
On its anterior edges it had a large notch, 


being in other reſpects undivided and entite; 


it was of an oblique form, being broadeſt 
towards the left ſide, where I diſcovered a 
In the 


uterus there was nothing particularly worthy 


of obſervation : I found two teats and the 


heart, ſurrounded with more fat in propor- 


tion than the elk-antilope's heart, deſcribedat | 
page 222 of this volume; the length of this 


muſcle was five inches, and the breadth about 


' four inches and a half, The communication 
between the auricles called the foramen oval, 


was above an inch in diameter; each Jung 
was eleven inches long and undivided; but 
at the ſuperior and exterior part of the right 
lung, there were two ſmall lobes or procelles 
elevated half an inch above the ſurface ; and 
on the ſide correſponding to it, in the left 
lung, and in the upper part of it, there was 4 
little excreſcence, terminating in a po 

ome- 


cane 
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ſomewhat below this, yet more forwards, there 1776. 


was found likewiſe a proceſs, half an inch in January. 
height. Directly over the lower part of ge 


communication . formed between the right 


and left lung, there was a kind of creſt or 
comb, meaſuring an inch from the top to the 
baſe. | 


One of my brother ſportſmen ſaid, he had 
once obſerved a peculiar kind of vermin on 
the body of one of theſe amphibious animals ; 
but on the calf we had caught we found no- 
thing but a ſpecies of leech, which kept only 
about the anus, and likewiſe a good way up in 
the ſtrait gut, where, by a timely abſtraction 
of the blood, they may be of uſe to theſe large 
amphibious animals; and particularly may 
act as preſervatives againſt the piles, repaying 
themſelves for their trouble in kind. Moſt 
of them were very ſmall, but on the other 
hand there was a conſiderable number of 
them. The only large one I ſaw of this ſpe- 
cies, being ſomewhat more than an inch in 
length, I deſcribed and made a drawing of; 
this is inſerted by the name of the Hirudo 
Capenſis, corpore ſupra nigricante, medio longi- 
tudinaliter ſub-brunneo, ſubtus pallide fuſco, in 
the elegant treatiſe on worms, which M, 
ApoLepHUs Nopets, firſt ſecretary to the 
Patriotic Society, is preparing for the preſs. 
lnſtead of the lighter coloured ſtreak upon 
the back, there was diſcoverable in ſome of 
theſe leeches, one, and ſometimes two longi- 
tudinal browniſh lines, which grew fainter 
and fainter towards the extremities, 
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1776. The huge animal, of which we have bee; 
3 D ſpeaking, has doubtleſs obtained its preſen 
name of hippopotamus, which ſignifies river. 

horſe, merely in conſequence of the neighing 
found it makes; as otherwiſe in its form it 
bears not the leaſt reſemblance to a horſe, but 
- rather to a hog. Neither does it in t he leaf 
reſemble the ox; ſo it could be only the dif. 
ferent ſtomachs of this animal, which could 
occaſion it to be called /ea-cow, at the Cape; 
and, perhaps, it is for the ſame reaſon, that 
the Hottentots call it the? gas, which nearly 
approaches to f kau, the name by which the 
buffalo is known among theſe people. 


From the account given by BeLLowivs 0 
a tame hippopotamus, which he deſcribes a 
a beaſt of a very mild and gentle nature, 4 
well as from the diſpoſition of the, calf ve 
had juſt caught, it follows, that this animal 
might be eaſily brought over to Europe, 
where it has been formerly exhibited at two 
different times in the public ſpectacles a 
Rome. (Vid. Prin. lib. 8. and Dion. Cav 
lib. 11.) For this purpoſe, the capture migit 
eaſily be made at Konaps-river, where the! 
animals, according to the accounts given mt 
by the Caffres, reſide in great abundance; 
and milch-cows might be kept ready at hand 
in order to rear the calf, in caſe it was a ſuck 
ling. Indeed, I am apt to ſuppoſe, that on 
a little older than this, would not be very nice 
in its food; as that which we caught was il. 
duced by hunger, as ſoon as it was let looſe 
near the waggon, to put up with ſomething 
not extremely delicate, which had been jul 


dropped from one of our oxen, TR, pr 
| aps, 
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haps, may appear very extraordinary in an 4776, 
animal with four ſtomachs ; but there have January. 
deen inſtances of this kind known in common 
cattle, which in Herjedal are partly fed with 
horſedung®. (Vid. A. A. Horenes's Be/- 
trifuing om Norrland, 3zije Saml. am Herjeda- 
ln, page 27-87.) I have been likewiſe aſ- 
ſured, that this method of feeding cattle has 
been practiſed with great advantage in Up- 
landia, when there has been a ſcarcity of 
fodder ; and that afterwards theſe ſame cat- 
tle, even when they have not been in want 
of proper fodder, have taken to this food of 


their own accord, and eaten it without any 


thing elſe being mixed with it, 


At noon the temperature of the air was, 
cording to Fahrenheit's thermometer, 104 
degrees; and the heat of the ſun, to which 
had been to day particularly expoſed, oc- 
caſioned me to have a violent head-ache, 
which, however, was ſenſibly relieved, by 


vetting my head all over with vinegar. The 


length of time we had ſat up, had likewiſe 
not a little contributed to this indiſpoſition of 
mine; notwithſtanding which, we reſolved 
ſtill to continue blockading this place. The 
following night, however, it was uncomfort- 
able and even dangerous to keep at our 
polts, in the open air, as there fell a violent 
thunder-ſhower, which not only made ſome 
of our fire-arms uſeleſs, but even extinguiſhed 
the fires we had made at the upper ſide of 
tne pit; ſo that two ſea-cows had the bold- 
nels to venture out of the water at this place, 


* HuLpnek's Deſcription of Norway. 
and 
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January. fired, indeed, a ſhot at them in the dark at! 
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and run along the ſhallow in the river, We 
venture, but without effect. 


On the 29th in the morning, finding that 
it would not be worth while to ſtay here ay 


longer, we took our departure, going toward] 


the ſouth, and hunting b«faloes and koeder, 
one of which latter leaped into the river, a 
I have before mentioned at page 233 of thi 
volume. In the evening, we had hardly taken 
our oxen out of the waggons, and unſaddled 
our horſes, before a large rhinoceros paſſed 
within fifty paces of our waggon, probabl 
without ſeeing any thing of us; as otherwie, 


in the opinion of the Hottentots, this enor-] 


mous animal would not have failed at leaſt to 
have turned our waggon topſy-turvy. I hare 
made mention of this rhinoceros at page 119 
of this volume. It was, as we afterward: 
learned, in the midſt of its flight, having 
been hunted juſt before by two of our party, 
It had likewiſe got to a good diſtance from 


us, before we could get our fire-arms out of! 


the waggon ; ſo that two ſhot that we ſent 
after him, could not poſſibly have any effect. 
Our hounds, which at firſt were able to keep 
cloſe to the animal's heels, formed a ſtrong 
contraſt to the coloſſal ſize of this animal; 
while the beaſt on his part did not ſeem to take 
the leaſt notice of them, but, with a trifling 
riſe and fall of the neck, kept on an eve" 
and ſteady courſe, which was a kind of pac: 
ing, but notwithſtanding rid a great deal of 


ground; which pace, however, was by the fe- 


port of guns, changed to a very faſt gallop, 0 


that the hounds were in an inſtant left behind 
| at 
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at a great diſtance: and it appears to me, 1776. 


that any ſportſman, though mounted on an n 
ie ere would inevitably be loſt, 
who ſhould be purſued by this animal, and 
hould not know how to get out of the ſight 

and ſcent of it, by ſhifting and dodging oc- 
caſionally. The rhinoceros was ſaid, in this 
particular, to reſemble the elephant, that with- 

out delaying or ſtopping in the leaſt, it will 

run to the diſtance of many leagues from 

the place where it has been cloſely hunted, 

or in any other way moleſted, 


On the zoth, we ſet out for Kleine Viſchs 
river, in hopes of ſucceeding better there in 
our purſuit after the ſea-cows. In the night 
it rained, 


On the 31ſt, we hunted ſome elk-antilopes, 
and afterwards met in theſe deſert tracts of 
country with a young farmer, from the Cam- 
debo quarter, who had taken a journey hither, 
in order to look out, together with a ſlave and 
two Hottentots in his ſervice, for a proper 
place to ſettle in. In the mean while they 
were feaſting on ſome of the prime parts of 
a buffalo, which they had ſhot. In purſuance 
of the directions we received from this man, 
we found three rhinoceroſes, viz. a female, 
with her calf of no inconſiderable ſize, and a 
male, which was much larger than the fe- 
male; and, indeed, was the largeſt of all the 
rhinoceroſes I had ever ſeen. This laſt was 
hit in the ſhoulder by a ball from one of the 
Hottentots, who lay concealed behind a buſh, 
a circumſtance which occaſioned the animal 
to ruſh forth into the plain, where all the 

ſportſ- 
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ſportſmen that were provided with horſes were 


ſtationed; and now, being greatly alarmed 
betook themſelves to flight, The greateſ 


braggadochio in the whole company, was the 


firſt on this occaſion to ſet an example of pry: 
dence, and a ſpirit of ſelf- preſervation in the 
extreme, by clapping ſpurs to his horſe and 
galloping off immediately; and was the lf 
to turn back and purſue the maimed: and 
limping beaſt, whither it ſoon turned off to- 
wards a different quarter, and by this means 
at laſt made its eſcape through a cloſe 
thicket, 


One of my Hottentots, who in fact wa 
our driver, but whom I had uſed in ſome 
meaſure to ſhooting, and had at this time 
entruſted with a gun, that he might afliſt the 
other ſportmen, was accuſed by them of hav- 
ing ſhewn, on this occaſion, a greater inclinas 
tion to ſkulk. and hide himſelf, than to join 
in the ſport. On which account, I having, 
by way of puniſhing. him, given his gun to 
one of the Boſhies-men, he did not, indeed, 
diſcover any concern at the time ; yet, per- 
haps, was, even in this reſpect, capable of 
being actuated by ambition and emulation, 
as, indeed, are many of his countrymen ; as 
a. proof of his puniſhment having had-an ef- 
fect upon him, ſhewing that very day after- 
wards upon other occaſions, though entirely 
without arms, great boldneſs and courage; 
in conſequence of which he, that evening, ran 
the riſk ef being trampled under ſoot by ano- 


ther rhinoceros. 


To 
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To conclude, we now quitted our horſes, 
in order to go with a party of our Hotten- 
ors and trace the wounded rhincceros on foot. 
We were able to follow the traces of the ani- 
mal in this manner during the ſpace of half 


Ian hour, notwithſtanding the ground's being 


very dry and hard; for a Boſhies-man, who 
was our principal leader, and went before us 
with the deepeſt ſilence and utmoſt attention, 
pointing occaſionally to the earth, was very 
kilful in obſerving (and regulating our courſe 
xccordingly) where the dried graſs or duſt had 
been diſturbed or diſplaced in the leaſt, 
which, with all the attention 1 was maſter of, 


was not able to diſcern; though in more 


than one ſpot, we found, nevertheleſs, ſome 
pain and diſtin& prints of the rhinoceros's 
ket, a proof that our leader had taken us 
right, In fact, neceſſity and cuſtom render 
the ſight, faculty of obſervation, and judg- 
ment of the Hottentots, very acute in this 
reſpeft; juſt as, on the other hand, by the 
ame means they have acquired the talent, 
which is univerſally acknowledged, of finding 
water in ſpots they are unacquainted with, 
much better than the Chriſtians; a talent, 
which alone ſerves them inſtead of a compaſs, 
In particular exigencies, and precludes the 
neceſſity of ſuppoling them to be endued with 
particular acuteneſs in the organ of {mel}, 
is they are erroneouſly repreſented to be by 
ome, who, living at a diſtance from the 
Hottentots, have no great opportunities of 
knowing this peculiar race of men. This, 
dowever, is no argument, that the inſtances 
ve have of other men who have been endued 
"th a very fine and acute ſmell, not much 

different 
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to our waggons; but the greater part of our Ml }, 
Hottentots did not come home till the next WM };. 
morning, after having ſhot a young buffalo, WI; 


On the 1ft of February, my horſe fel down | 
with me, in hunting the elk-antilope, asg. 
have already mentioned at page 229 of this br 
volume. The ſame evening, two of our WM yi 
Hottentot markſmen found a rhinoceros lying Wl {4 
on its right ſide; and ſo faſt aſleep witha|, 
that it did not wake, though they chanced to 
make a conſiderable clattering, by their gun- 
barrels ſtriking againſt each other, when they 
firſt happened to fee it through the buſhes, 
being then at the diftance of three or four 
paces only from its hinder parts, and imme- 
diately in their fright took aim; but when 
they found that the animal did not wake, 
they gave themſelves time to reflect a lit- 
tle, and, after holding a conſultation upon 
the matter, took a circuit round a couple of 
buſhes, and having placed themſelves ſo that 
they could point the muzzles of their guns 
right againſt the animal's head, diſcharged 
their pieces both at the ſame inſtant into its 
brain: but afterwards again, the animal 
making a few trifling ſtruggles, they welt 
afraid it might come to itſelf again; for which 
reaſon, as well as for their amuſement, the) 
charged again, and fired ſeveral balls inte 
its cheſt, This incident, together with tht 
account given me by an old hunter, of 3 
rhinoceros which he found ſo faſt aſleep, that 
he had it in his power to go very near to it an 


{hoot it, induced me to belive, that this _ 
m 
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mal fleeps very ſound; though the caſe ſeems _1776. 
0 have been quite otherwiſe with the one- February. 
horned rhinoceros which Dr. Parsons made 

his obſervations upon, and gave a deſcription 

of in London. | 


On the 2d, when I went to diſſect the 
thinoceros which had been. ſhot the day be- 
fore, I found that my Hottentot markſmen, 
with a view the better to preſerve the fleſh 


ying from putrefying, had taken out the entrails as 
ithal, bon as the beaſt was dead; I ſaw, however, 
ed to very evidently, from the liver, that theſe 
gun, ninals have no gall- bladder; a circumſtance 
they bout which one of the farmers belonging to 
ſhes, UW cur hunting-party entered into a diſpute with 
four ne, and for which reaſon we were at that 


time very eager to chaſe them. 


One of my Boſhies-men, who had been 
ordered to come to us, and heip to cut up 


upon Wl the rhinoceros, and at the fame time bring 
le of N vn him a few things which we wanted, put 
that N vs very much to our ſhifts by ſtaying away. 
guns Wit ſeems that he had rather choſen to repair to 
irged the elk which had been ſhot the night before, 
0 1 partly becauſe he preferred the taſte of elk's 
nimal tem, and partly as, like the reft of his coun- 
were Wtrymen, he ſet great ſtore by the ſinews and 
vbich ſeneuroſes of the elk; particularly thoſe on 
we) ue back of the animal, as forming the beſt 
"= rings. that could be got for their clokes. 
1 

of  W Now this Hottentot, though according to 
| on bur articles of war, as well as from his own ex- 
yu perience, .he might expect to receive a good 
ani 


| rubbing for an act of diſobedience of this 
a Vor. Il. Y kind, 
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1776. kind, yet he made his appearance quite free 
February. and eaſy, with ſeveral ſlices of a honey-comb Ml ten 
in his hand, and making an excuſe in his Ml pri 
language, which was interpreted by me as fol. 
lows: © That the honing-wyzer (cuculus in. ; 
dicator, vide page 196 of this volume) had en. WM ci: 
ticed him quite away from that part of the Ml 221 
country, where the rhinoceros was, to that At 
where the elk lay; but that he had brought h 
with him a conſiderable quantity: of honey vis 
ſmear my mouth with.” I, on my part, a- ie 
cepted both of the excuſe and the bribe; x 
my brother ſportſmen, whoſe mouths been | 
to water at the latter, unanimouſly voted, pte 
that the Hottentot had done better in follow- ie 
ing the honey-guide, than he would baue de 
done had he obeyed our orders. Wi 
pe 
But where could a Boſhies-man Hottentot, N 
bred and born in the wild and deſert plain l. 
near Zondags-rivier, where could ſuch a one of 
as this learn the art of bribing ? Was it of his the 
{imple companions, or rather from the read. ®! 
neſs of the more enlightened coloniſts to give pl 
theſe heathens in this manner a proof of their le 
forgiving diſpoſitions ? Ir is a great pity that F! 
I could not determine this queſtion with any Mm: 
degree of certainty, a determination which ha 
would have thrown much light on the. nature i 
of man in his ſavage ſtate ! It deſerves, how-W ®' 
ever, to be remarked, that the Hottentots in rl 
Houtniquas, who are in a much more civilized th 
late, are ſaid now and then to endeavour to n 
ſoften their judges with preſents of honey; L 
and even ſometimes to ſucceed in their it 
tempt, 
cc 
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tempts, and thereby to obtain beſides certain 1776. 
vil February. 
privileges. | 
— 


This day we took an oſtrich's neſt, and gave 
chaſe to the elk, which I mentioned at page 
128 of this volume, as having ſweated blood. 
At night we laid ſiege to a ſea-cow-pit, out of 
which too a ſea-cow came running, but made 
its eſcape, after two of our company had 
fired at her in the dark, and miſſed her. 


On the 3d our Hottentots again ſaw a cou- 
ple of rhinoceroſes, a circumſtance which, for 
the information of others, and particularly of 
the poſterity of the coloniſts of this country, 
vith reſpe& to the numbers, and, as it were, 
peculiar abode of this huge animal in theſe 
parts, ſeems to me to be worth noticing here. 
t may not be amiſs likewiſe, for the purpoſe 
of throwing ſome light on the diſpoſition of 
the Hottentots in general, to mention, that 
our driver ſpent twelve hours in running to a 
place and back again, where he had recol- 
lected that he had left his wooden tobacco- 
pipe two days before, though he could have 
made another as good in a little more than 
half the time. Here it may be remarked by 
the bye, that he walked all the way alone and 
vithout weapons, and conſequently ran ſome 
ik of becoming a prey to the lions. Neither 
this, nor the following night, did we ſucceed 


in our attempts on the ſea-cows in the pits of 
Little Viſch-rivier. 


On the 5th, the three farmers who had 
come to our aſſiſtance on the 22d of January, 


took leave of us in order to go home, We 
Y 2 had 
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1776. had kept company with each other much th 
February. longer than we had at firſt expected; the rea. Ml 5; 
— ſon of which was, our having had ſuch bad Ml ſt 

fucceſs in hunting the ſea-cow. Once, viz, W 
on the 28th of January, it was, as I have al. ie 
ready obſerved, the fault of FLIP. The ex- it 
traordinary drowfineſs of this youth, of which p 
I have given an inſtance at page 296 of this WM n 
volume, proceeded in all probability from a 
paſſion, which yet, for the, moſt part, makes 
others "ſleepleſs. For 'FLie, though a brik 
lad in other reſpects, and bold and daring to 
a degree in the chaſe, one who had been the 
death of many a buffalo, and who, at ſoearly 
a period as twa years before, being out with 
a hunting party after the lion, had fired the 
firſt ball into the body of that fierce animal, 
was yet ſo. timid with reſpect to the fair lex, 
that he had long been deeply in love with a 
fine girl in his neighbourhood, without daring 
to let either her or any one elſe Know it; till 
one day when we were riding cheek by jou! 
over the deſert plains, he divulged his pal 
ſion to me, (no doubt becauſe I was; a phy- 
ſician) and at the ſame time aſked, my advice. 
I, on my part, preſcribed to him to diſcloſe 
his ſentiments to the object of his affections 
in writing. Thovgh this way of wooing was, 
in all probability, entirely unknown to Fit, 
as well as, perhaps, to the greater part of the 
x colony, yet, he placed an implicit faith in 
3 the remedy, and the phyſician was inveſted 
| | with the ofice of dictating the terms of the 
billet-doux. The epiſtle was accordingly 
written on the round lid of my box; and, 48 
may naturally be ſuppoſed, in a pretty amo- 


rous ſtyle, though in a curious kind of 25 
| en 
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ken Dutch, which ſavoured very ſtrongly of . 776 
. . . . ruary, 

the foreign dialect of the inditer; but as the 

girl, in all probability, would lay a greater 

freſs on the looks of her lover, who was a 

ſmart well-made young fellow, than upon his 

letter. I was in hopes that, notwithſtanding 

theſe diſadvantages, my epiſtle would pre- 

pare the way to his good fortune, than which 

nothing could give me greater pleaſure. 
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Journey back to the Cape. 


N the 6th, with Mr. IMMELMAN and ny 
nine Hottentots, I ſet out again on oui 


arrived at the well of Quammedacka, de. 
ſcribed at page 87 of this volume. Here! 
firſt began to have an earneſt longing to re- 
viſit the Cape, having, almoſt as well a: 


could be expected, accompliſhed the pur- | 


poles for which 1 undertook the expedition 
into theſe parts; and having hitherto, partly 
by means of the remarkable objects which ac- 
rually preſented themſelves to my notice, and 
partly in conſequence of being in continual 
expectation of meeting with them, been able 
to paſs the time with ſome degree of ples. 
jure, under more fatigues and difficulties than 
can eaſily be imagined. Beſides, I was nov 
obliged to haſten back to the Cape, that | 


might not be overtaken by the winter ſeaſon, | 


and miſs the opportunity of returning, or at 
leaſt writing to Europe, by one of the Eaſt— 
India homeward bound ſhips. 


In the evening I rode along with a Hot. 
tentot to the ſpot where we had ſhot the t 
rhinoceroſes on the 15th of December, and 
found the greater part of theſe animals alrea- 
dy eaten up or deſtroyed; [ut the ſkulls "_ 

| | 
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Kill in good preſervation. Having taken the 
leaſt of theſe with us, and being about to re- 
turn to our waggon, in our way we found a 
female rhinoceros with her calf. Theſe ani- 
mals had probably been drawn out from the 
place of their retirement by the cool of the 
evening, and were juſt then coming out to 
eraze for the night. The calf had already at- 
tained the ſize of a ſmall ox, though its horns 
were of a very trifling ſize, in compariſon 
with thoſe of the mother ; and upon the whole, 
it followed and was guided entirely by every 
motion of her's. 1 would gladly have waited 
with the greateſt patience, in order to explore 


this animal's manner of eating and digging up 


roots, &c, but the night was approaching, 
and 1t would have been too dangerous an un- 
dertaking for us two, to paſs the night on 
theſe plains, which abound with lions and 
rhinoceroſes, without the apparatus neceſſary 
for making a fire. Beſides, the clattering 
noiſe made by the capariſons of our ſteeds, 
had already betrayed us to the two rhinoce- 
roles, while they ſtood liſtening and moving 
their ears about juſt ar the entrance of a nar- 
row vale, through which we mult neceſſarily 
paſs, if we wiſhed to reach our waggon before 
night, In this critical ſituation, therefore, 
we had no other reſource than to ſhoot them 
Immediately, or at leaſt to frighten them from 
the ſpot, Of theſe two different methods we 
were moſt inclined to attempt the former, 
though neither our pieces, nor- the charge 
they were loaded with, were any ways adapted 
to game of ſuch an enormous ſize; my Hot- 
tentot having taken with him a ſmall fowling- 


piece only, into which we put a leaden ball 
in 
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in addition to the ſhot with which it was al. 


February. ready charged. My piece, indeed, was load- 


ed with a tin ball, which, however, was not 
near large enough for a rhinoceros. Not. 
withſtanding this, we crept on till we got be. 
hind a large ſpreading buſh, which, with re- 


ſpect to its height and the extent of its | 


branches, was like a tree, and which ſtood 
forwards on the plain at the diſtance of fifteen 
paces only from the two rhinoceroſes. 


My piece, which had, unknown to me, pot 
damp the night before, went off, to my great 
ſurprize and mortification, with a hiffing 
noiſe, and hung fire a long while; and, in- 
ſtead of hitting the old rhinoceros in the heart, 
only wounded her, as we afterwards found, 
in the poſterior angle of the lower jaw. It 
made her, however, ſomewhat ſwag about 
with the fore-part of her body, and ſnuff up 
her noſtrils, as if endeavouring to diſcover her 
enemy by the ſcent ; but as we were to the 
windward of her, ſo that ſhe could not get 
ſcent of us, ſhe advanced forwards to the 
quarter where ſhe heard the noiſe, cloſe fol- 
lowed by her calf, with a flow meaſured pace, 
and ſeemingly full of attention, in all proba- 
bility with an intent to ſearch the buſh all 
over which ſtood between her and us. The 
blood now began to mount in our faces, 
chictly from the apprehenſion, leſt while we 
were endcavouring to avoid one of the beaſts, 
we ſhould run into the jaws of the other; 
for with one rhinoceros alone, a ſportſman, 
who 1s tolerably agile, may very well venture 
upon occaſion to play at blind man's buff. 
Ny attendant and companion, the ſame Hot- 
| tentot 
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' tentot who had made ſo miſerable a figure in 
the preſence of the Caffres, now ſtood to his February. 


ground boldly, as he had promiſed to do, and 
did not fire, before the animals were jult up- 
on us; by this means being alarmed, they 
ruſhed forward with great violence, as we 
ſuppoſed they would, and. conſequently pafted 
us, when the Hottentot inſtantly leaped up 
among the boughs of the buſh, and ] ſtole off 
to the other ſide of it. Having found our 
horſes again at the place where we had tied 
them up out of the way, my curioſity led me to 
ſee which way the two rhinoceroſes had taken. 
In fact, I happened to find them much ſooner 
than I expected ; and at the ſame time diſco- 
vered, that they were nearer-ſighted than I 
could have ever imagined, they ftanding about 
eighty or ninety paces from me on the open 
plain, without ſeeming to perceive either me or 
my horſe, though they ſtood liſtening with their 
heads turned towards the quarter whence I] was 
coming towards them. After this, getting off 
my horſe, and walking on till I got within fifty 
or ſixty paces of them, without any thing to 
cover my approach, I fired at the old one, 
which even now did not ſee me, but {winging 
the fore-part of her body from one fide to the 
other with great violence, blew at the lame 
time ſo hard and loud, that our horſes, 
which J had left in the care of my Hottentot 
at the diſtance of ſeveral hundred paces, were 
not a little ſcared by it. Upon this, the two 
wild beaſts ran off through the buſhes, where 
it was both dangerous and difficult to purſue 
them. The Hottentots, who were better 
Killed in this kind of chaſe, afterwards told 


us, that we ſhould bave done much better if 
WC 
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we had fired at the calf, on which the ſmall 
ball would have taken more effect; in which 
caſe they imagined, that the mother would 
have ſtaid by the dead body till the next day, 
when they might have gone there and ſhot her 
likewiſe. In like manner they ſuppoſed, that 


the calf would have ſtaid by the body of the 


mother, in caſe ſhe had been ſhot firſt. 


It was as dark as pitch before we got to 
our waggons ; and as here was no beaten 
path, I was under great apprehenſions leſt ye 
ſhould miſs the road ; though my Hottentot 
was under no concern on that ſcore, being 
quite ſure of what he was about. There was, 


however, great reaſon to fear, leſt in the dark 


we ſhould ride full butt againſt a rhinoceros, or 
elſe into the jaws of a lion. Once our horſes 
ſtartled, a circumſtance which did not a little 


alarm us; till we obſerved, that what excited 
our fears was nothing more than a porcupine, 


(vide Vol. I. page 160.) The holes and ſub- 


terraneous paſſages made by this, as well u 


the various other animals enumerated above, 


and by which the ground was every where 
undermined, occaſioned our horſes to have 
ſeveral falls, which put us under the diſagree- 
able neceſſity of riding very flowly ; at laſt we 


began to perceive now and then a little glim- 


mer from the fire of our brother ſportſmen | 


who were left with the waggon at 2yammedar- 


ha, and I muſt own, that 1 was not a little | 
rejoiced at the appearance of this leading ſtar. 


When at length we had got to our waggons, 
we were told, that our Hottentot huntſman 
had likewiſe that day ſeen and wounded 4 
rhinoceros. Juſt beiore dawn two buffalocs 


came 
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came to drink out of the well near which we 1776. 
were encamped ; but though we fired at them, February. 
we mifled them in the dark. 


On the 7th we went by Hevy to Kurekoiku, 
and ſhot a buffalo in our way. In the night 
we were awakened by ſeveral horrid diffo- 
nant noiſes, which, though quite diſſimilar to 
cach other, were Atte at one and the ſame 
time, ſo as to form a moſt diſmal chorus. A- 
mong theſe, however, there was one which 
almoſt drowned the reſt, and which in ſome 
meaſure reſembled the diſguſting kind of 
laugh, which the ſimple populace in Sweden 
aſcribe to a ſpirit they call the Gaſt, or the 
ſhrieking man, but which is nothing more 
than one of the ſeveral different cries uſually 
uttered by the trix nyctea, or ſcriech-owl. By 
the light of the moon we could fee on a hill 
near us, the glimpſe of above half a ſcore 
hyænas; and the horrid din we heard was, in 
all probability, nothing more than a tumultuous 
yell, ſet up by them in order to ſcare our 
oxen, and put them to flight, not daring 
otherwiſe to attack them ; but theſe, with our 
uſual forecaſt, we had made faſt to the wag - 
gon, As I thought one of theſe ravenous 
creatures preſented a good mark to my piece, 
could not help, in direct oppoſition to the 
advice of the Hottentots, firing a ball at it. 
The ſhot, ſo far from ſcaring them away, ra- 
ther occaſioned them to repeat their attempts 
to frighten us; as the whole pack now ruſhed 
down from the hill, and ran cloſe by us at full 
peed, which bore the appearance of their hav- 
ing at firſt intended a general attack. 
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1776. On the 8th, we continued our way home. 
February. wards, when, beſides a few ſcattered hart. 
F beeſts, we ſaw a large herd of elk-antilopes; 

we likewiſe that day ſhot a buffalo, by whic 
our Hottentot markſman was in the utmoſt 
danger of being trampled under foot. 


On the gth we again ſaw ſeveral elk-anti- 
lopes, hartbeeſts, and quaggas, paſſing by 
 Haſſagai-boſch, We ſhot a female elk, from 
whoſe body we cut out a fœtus, which we 
carried away with us, and the next morning 
diſſected. The viſcera we found to reſemble 
thoſe of gazels in general. 


On the 1oth we met with a farmer, who 
informed us, that two days journey from 
hence, two Caffre princes were at war with 
each other on account of a few ſtray calves, 
At this place, croſſing Boſhies-man-rivier, we 
went up to a craal of Gonaguas Hottentots, 

who, in our preſence, performed their mili- 
tary exerciſe, of which I have made ſome 
mention at page 171 of this volume. 


On the 11th, one of our Boſhies-men hav- 


ing been informed, that his neareſt relations | 


had removed along with their craal into this 
neighbourhood, wiſhed to take leave of us; 
and as he had given us his company and al- 
ſiſtance throughout the whole courſe of our 
journey, he aſked for ſomething by way of 
gratuity or recompence ; which I readily com- 
plied with, to his entire ſatisfaction, by pre- 
ſenting him with a ſtee! for ſtriking fire, 2 
braſs tinder-box, ſome tobacco, a knife, and 


a few gials beads. Ie was the n. married 
man 


have called PLETTENBERRG“s colony. 
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man in our party, and ſeemed to have more 
economy than any of the reſt, having either 
for his own uſe, or that of his wife, loaded 
himſelf with the fleſh of the buffalo we had 
ſhot laſt ; ſome of which he carried extended 
over his ſhoulders, and the reſt hanging on a 
ſick, for the ſake of drying it in the ſun. When 


| the time came in which he muſt part from us 


and his countrymen, he went away without 
taking any leave. In fact, it is the mode with 
the Hottentots, (as now, indeed, it is ſome- 
times practiſed with us) to eclipſe, as it is called, 
in this manner. However, on my calling out 
to him when he was at a conſiderable diſtance 
from us, farewel, in the Dutch language, ac- 
companied with the Hottentot ſalutation ? abè, 
he anſwered me in the ſame language; at the 
ſame time making ſeveral aukward bows in 
the Dutch faſhion, The other Hottentots 
laughed immediately at this incident, and 
(probably on this account) took a formal 
leave of us, as well as of each other, when 
they parted from us at Zondags-rivier, where 
ve arrived in the evening. Here I met with 
an old Hottentot, who was . born with four 
nipples, the two ſpurious ones being rather 
* than the others, and placed three inches 
ower. 


On the 12th, we met with ſeveral peaſants, 
who, with the permiſſion of the preſent go- 
rernor, Baron PLETTENBERG, had removed 
hither in order to inhabit this part of the coun- 
try; which, for this reaſon, in my map, I 
In the 
evening about duſk, the thermometer was at 


degrees, when the rain began, which con- 
tinued 
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tinued all night long, with a ſouth-weſt 
L wind. 


On the 13th, at ſeven o'clock, the ther- 
mometer was at 64, and the whole-day was 
overcalt and rainy, We ſaw a koedoe, and 
our Hottentot markſman, who had been cour- 
ſing along Zondags-rivier, informed us, that 
he had obſerved one of the ſea-cows there, 
had her calf riding on her back, when ſhe 
came up to the ſurface of the water, in order 
to breathe ; but that as ſoon as ſhe had got 
ſcent of him, ſhe breathed with the edge of 
her noſtrils only out of the water; and each 
time after ſhe had breathed, dived, or ducked 
| her head forward, with ſuch nice exactneſs, 
that her calf likewiſe appeared with the extre- 
mity of her noſtrils only above the ſurface 
of the water, and was able to blow herſelf 
t00, 


On the 14th we came to Kuga; the thermo- 
meter, at five in the afternoon, was at 72 
degrees. 


On the 15th, the thermometer, about dawn, 
was at 62. We ſaw ſome buffaloes, and three 
Hottentot fugitives, and paid another viſit to 
the ſalt-pans, with the view of catching in- 
ſets. At noon, in the ſhade, the thermo- 
meter was at go degrees. We paid a viſit to 
a little craal of Caffres, which had lately re- 
moved to Zwartkops-rivier ; and went to the 
vpper part of this river, to viſit a colonilt ol 
the name of GRT SKEPPER, who had long 
reſided there, partly in conformity to ſome 
orders of government, and partly in direct oppo- 


ſition to them: for government, which, o : 
a 
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had long employed land-ſurveyors, was yet left 
totally in the dark with reſpect to the geogra- 
phy of the country, had not permitted the 
coloniſts to cultivate or dwell farther to the 
eaſtward than Rabelaauw-rivier, but had left 
them at liberty to inhabit what part they pleaſ- 
ed to the ſouth of Camdebo; in conſequence 
of which, this ſhrewd peaſant had gone round 
about by the way of Camdebo from the Cape to 
this place, to take poſſeſſion of it; and upon 
this pretence, had got a charter for the tenure 
of it; when, on the contrary, he would have 
been ſeverely puniſhed, had he gone by the 
nearer and better road. We were totally 
diſappointed in our hopes of e our- 
ſelves with bread at this place, as the farmer 
himſelf had choſen to be without it for ſome 
days, ſooner than grind the flour in his hand- 
mill. Conſequently, we lived ſome time en- 
urely upon fleſh. From the 5th of February 
hitherto, we had been provided with ſome 
very coarſe meal, or gurgions, which our Hot- 
tentots, with the addition of a moderate quan- 
tity of water, had every day kneaded in- 
to dough, and made up into loaves or fmall 
cakes of ſeven or eight inches diameter, and 
about half an inch thick: theſe were baked 
on the ground, which had been previouſly 
heated by our fires, with great eaſe and rea- 
dineſs, by covering them up well with warm 
alhes and a few live coals. 


A ſmall ſociety of Gunjemans Hottentots, 
whoſe anceſtors, at the time that the Dutch 
invaded this part of the continent, inhabited 
the tract of country about Table-mountain and 
Conſtantia, now lived on friendly terms with 
the farmer above-mentioned. By what I could 

underftand, 
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| id 
1776. underſtand, this little fociety had long been aer 
February. without the exerciſe of any perſonal authority neck 


among them, without beggars, and without Wi v1. 
any penal laws and ſtatutes, as well as with- her 

out crimes and miſdemeanors ; having been cad 
united and governed only by their own natural ther 
love of juſtice and mildneſs ot diſpofition, to. ber 
gether with ſeveral common Hottentot uſages ly 1 
and cuſtoms. My HFottentots from Awellex. che 

dam icemed to hold in high eſtimation the glas 
virtue, freedom, and happy flate of theſe the 

people; fo much, indeed, that they were It- 264 
ſolved to partake of the bleſſings enjoyed by in 2 
this happy race, for the remainder of their . nin! 
lives, as foon as they fhould have finiſhed the I vbie 
journey with us to the Cape. For this pur- of h 
pofe, they falicited me to buy at this place tor that 
each of them a heifer with calf, which, ac- theſ« 
cording to aur agreement, they had a right i male 
demand for their reward As Hottentots, ths than 
way of thmking and turn of mind, did notby mor; 
any means difcredit them. I, therefore, ad- drefl 
vanced for them glaſs beads, brafs tinder- vom 
boxes, knives, and ſteels for flints, to the mon 
value of nine or ten rix- dollars; in conſidera» ¶ by n 
tion af which, two of the beſt heifers in their I perſc 
judgment among the whole herd of cattle be- toba 
longing to the crual, were looked out for hn. 


them. | hand 
FEE. | QUNLISTO9 open 

The moſt conſiderable:part oß this herd be- me 
longed to a widow, who was reckoned to be indu 


worth fixty milch-cows, and was (at leaſt in unit 
this point) the moſt reſpectable female Hot- C 
tentot L was cver acquainted wich. She was I very 
childleſs, and was to be ſucceeded in her <l- I cned 
tate by her couſin ; ſhe ſeemed to be _ * 
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middle age, and, in her younger days, to have 
been a beauty in her kind. Beſides a coſtly 
necklace of ſhells, and a ſpare cap, (vide 
Plate I. Vol. I.) (which by the bye I got from 
her in the way of barter, ſhe was not better 
cad than the reſt ; having neither more lea- 


thern rings on her arms and legs, a better 


ſheep-ſkin over her ſhoulders, and particular- 
ly no more greaſe upon her body than any of 
the others, It is true, beſides a few common 
glas. beads, I obſerved, that two ſtrings of 
the ſmall copper beads, mentioned at page 
254 of the ſame volume, were kept by her 
in a pouch apart, being the whole of her 
trinkets and jewels, and the only things for 
which ſhe could poſſibly be envied by the reſt 
of her ſex, However, lam willing to hope, 
that this vice had taken little or no root among 
theſe gentle and benevolent people ; as the fe- 
male juſt mentioned, who was ſo much richer 
than any of them, was not obſerved to take 
more upon her, and, indeed, ſcarcely to be 
lrefled better than the reſt, In fact, the other 
women ſmoked their pipes, without any cere- 
mony, by her fide; and theſe too were filled 
by my Hottentots, without the leaſt reſpect to 
perſons, with a cloſe-ſpun and better kind of 
tobacco, which they had brought with them ; 
while, for their entertainment, on the other 


hand, a ball was ſet on foot, which was to 


open late at night, and by moon- ſhine. Here 
| muſt confeſs, that my companion and I, by 
ndulging ourſelves in ſleep, loſt a fine cppor- 
tunity of ſeeing and deſcribing a brilliant 
Gunjemans-Hottentot ball, which was ſaid to be 
very different from the dances. 1 have menti- 
oned before, 


Vol. II. | * In 
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In fine, it appeared to me, that the Hot. 


February. tentot widow 1 have juſt been ſpeaking of, 
Las the leſs liable to be the object of the 


envy of her compatriots, as, notwithſtand. 
ing all her riches, ſhe could not get at 
more ſavory and higher ſeaſoned diſhes, and 


| conſequently could not have more faſhionable 


ins and indigeſtions, nor any diſorders that 
would entitle her to higher reſpect than the 
reſt; for in the hairy leathern ſacks for milk 
is this falutary beverage, neither by nature 
nor art, prepared for the rich in any other 
manner than it is for: the poor. They al 
roaſt their onkjes in the aſhes, in the ſame 


ſimple way ; and almoſt every one of them | 
dreſſes his meat by boiling it over the coals | 


as it is a very uncommon thing for a Hot- 
tentot to have earthen veſſels of his own ma- 
nufacturing, for the purpoſe of boiling or 


ſtewing his victuals; and as the Hottentots 


abſolutely deteſt ſalt, they muſt eat their meat 


freſh, or elſe dried in the ſun; though upon 


recollection, it occurs to me, that the fame 
purpoſe may be ſerved by the addition of 3 
little more or leſs fat. | 


Conſequently fat or greaſe was here, and is 


univerſally among the Hottentots, who live 
at a diſtance from the Dutch, one of the 
principal comforts of life ; and is, indeed, the 
only gratification afforded to this nation by its 
herds of cattle ; and which is likely to prove 
a motive fufficiently powertul, to induce them 
to be eager after the acquiſition of this kind 
of wealth : at the ſame time, I do not mean 
to exclude other motives, which in all likeli- 
hood co-operate with this; ſuch as, tor in- 

ſtance, 


t- 
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ſtance, ſome reſpect to the honour and ad- 
vantage of being able to maintain ſeveral ſer- 
vants, or cow-herds, as well as the divine 
pleaſure of doing good to their fellow-crea- 
tures, To the ſtimulus of this latter induce- 
ment, I look upon the Hottentots to be by 
no means inſenſible ; as I have ſeen them 
diſplay the greateſt hoſpitality to each other, 
when in the courſe of their buſineſs, or mere- 
ly for pleaſure, they have viſited one another 
from a great diſtance, Beſides, it is proba- 
ble, that in the other well governed Hottentot 
craals, any more than in this, no member of 
ſociety is abandoned to any conſiderable de- 
gree of indigence and miſery. But in conſe- 
quence of the farther migrations of the colo- 
niſts hither, and of the quantity of glaſs-beads 
and other commodities which I at this time 
brought to market here, and for which I 
found a good ſale among the fair ſex, I think 
can plainly foreſee a ſpeedy and not inconſi- 
derable revolution in the turn of mind and 
manners of this ſociety. 


On the 16th there aroſe ſo violent a ſtorm 
irom the north-weſt, that we did not dare 
to ſet out on our journey, for fear Jeſt our 
waggon ſhould be overſet on the plains. To- 
wards night, however, the wind chopped 
about to the ſouth-eaſt, and was leſs violent, 
being accompanied with rain. 


On the 17th drizzling rain. At firſt ſetting 
out we paſſed two Caffre families juſt removed 
lither, and afterwards went to the ſouthward 
into Krakekamma, paſſing by ſevera] hallows 
or bogs of different ſizes, which contained 

2 2 very 
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very few ſaline particles, but on the other hand, 
a great deal of rain- water; theſe I have dif- 
tinguiſhed in the map, by the ſame marks 
which 1 have uſed for pointing out the falt- 
pans, I made this round, merely for the ſake 
of taking a curſory view of two harbours or 
inlets, which I was told a Dutch veſſel had late. 


ly viſited, and taken poſſeſſion of as it were, in 


the name of the government at the Cape, by 
erecting a ſmall ſtone or marble, on which 
they put the company's mark. The Captain 
of this veſſel is faid to have informed his em- 
ployers, that there was good anchorage in 
both theſe harbours, and particularly in that 
which lay to the fouth ; which yet I did not 
give myſelf time to look at, but have notwith- 
ſtanding laid it down on my map from the 
relations of others, and diſtinguiſhed it by an 
anchor. Yet, as there is ſaid to be no river 
nor ſprings in this harbour, it would not be of 
much uſe to ſhips which are in want of water; 
but, on the other hand, being nearer to the fo- 
reſt, it is more convenient for fetching wood and 
timber. The ſtrand and the tract of country 
between Z2wart-kops-rivier, and the tivulet or 
brook which I have lain down on the northern- 
moſt inlet of Rratetamma, beſides being flat 
and without wood, were likewiſe found to be 
low and fandy, but from that part began to be 
full of rocks and breakers; and as it was feen 
from the land, between ſouth and eaſt, termi- 
nated in a ſharp point, with a rock quite de- 
tached from it; which probably was fome part 
of what, in the Portugueſe chart, is called Point 
Padron. The weather now cleared up for a 
white, ſo that I got a good view of Sunday 


river, and the two iflands ſituated near it: 
all 
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a ſeparate chart and on a larger ſcale, than 
can reaſonably be expected in ſo general a map 
as mine ; which, therefore, can only ſerve, 
in this reſpect, as a foundation for the far- 
ther and more minute reſearches of navi- 
gators. 


Government having lately allowed the co- 
loniſts to inhabit Krakekamma, a farmer had 
twelve days before left a number of cattle 
here in the care of one Hottentot only. 


On his removal hither, as the farmer was 
walking out with his hounds after him, a li- 
oneſs had killed one of his oxen in the dufk 
of the evening, but was ſcared away from its 
prey by the noiſe made by people belonging 
to the farmer with their whips, and by the 
jeling of the hounds. The following day 
they looked after the lioneſs in vain, but in- 
ſtead of her found her three whelps, which 
did not offer to fly in the leaſt, but proudly 
put themſelves into a poſture of defence againſt 


the dogs, which were neariy four times their 


number, and which immediately tore them 
in pieces: for in fact, theſe hounds were not 
much ſmaller than the wild beaſts themſelves, 
which moreover were obſerved to be very 
rough and rugged, lean, and ſeemingly half 
ſtarved ; ſo that the lioneſs herſelf was ſup- 
poled to have periſhed with hunger, or elle 
to be ſick, eſpecially, as ſhe never afterwards 
made her appearance in thoſe parts to take 


lier revenge. 


On 
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all this, however, requires a more accurate 1776. 
inveſtigation, and likewiſe to be delineated on February. 
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On the 18th, in the morning, the thermo. 


February. meter was at 67 degrees, ſo that probably 
—— the temperature of the air near the ſea, was 


here, as it is in general elſewhere, milder than 
it is was farther up the country. 


On the x9th we ſhot a hartbeeſt. 


On the 2oth we came to a farm newly laid 
out, and fituated on an eminence, from 
which, early the next morning, we ſaw thou. 


ſands of buffaloes in a line one after another, | 
croſſing the plains by the ſea fide, that were | 
incloſed by a thick wood, out of which theſe | 


animals were then marching, probably with 
a view to ſpread themſelves out in the paſ- 
tures, and graze at a diſtance from each 


other ; after having, perhaps, been obliged 


to herd together in the night, in order to 
detend themſelves againſt ſome lions. In 
the afternoon we ſhot an old buffalo, and at 
the ſame time arrived at a farm newly laid 
out, near a little lake, fen, or hollow, filled 


with freſh water to ſome depth, where ve 


ſhot a few ducks, and I made a drawing of 


the live buffalo-calf 1 mentioned at page 7! 
of this volume. | 


On the 22d we met with ſome farmers of 
our acquaintance, ' who, with their wives, 
children, and cattle, had removed into Nrake- 
kamma. Theſe honeſt ruſtics gave us much 
pleaſure, by news of different kinds they 
brought from the Cape, and from our friends 
on the road; being on their parts very hap- 
Py to find us fafe and in a whole ſkin, 35 


peopie had been all along apprehenſive 1 
N the 
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the Caffres would cut us in pieces; and this 
was ſuppoſed to have been aQually the caſe, 
on account of the long ſtay we had made 
before we returned, We then took a trip to 
Van Staades-rivier, to ſee the fame Gonaquas 
Hottontots, which we had met with before in 
our journey to Agter Bruntjes hoogte. But as 
the current of this river was dammed up in 
a confiderable degree by ſtorms and the ſurge 
of the ſea, we were obliged next morning to 
go back by a road twe hours round about, 
before, on account of mountains and other 
ſuch impediments, we could find a ſhallower 
place; by which at length, however, we paſſ- 
ed this river. We there met with ſeveral Hot- 
tentot families, who called themſelves Dama- 
quas, and ſeemed to have a greater affinity 
to the Caffres than the Gonaquas had. Then 
we came to a pretty ſteep hill, which, though 
only a few hundred yards long, took ſix oxen 
a good hour's work and hard tugging to go 
up ir with the waggon, which might, had 
there been occaſion for it, have been drawn 
by one pair only on level ground. —On the 
22d we ſtopped at Galge- boſch.—On the 23d 
at Lorris-rivier, and on the 24th we ſtaid at 
Camtours-rivier, with Captain Kits, whom I 
mentioned at page 1 of this volume ; and 
who, in conſideration of a trifle that I gave 
him to boot, ſwopped with me for two of my 
oxen, which were become quite uſeleſs to me. 
A pair of young lively oxen, full of fire and 
ſpirit, and as ſwift-footed as deer, which I 
received inſtead of theſe, were each of them 
immediately yoked with a ſteady old ox, and 
in the ſpace of a few hours were pretty well 


broke in, with the aſſiſtance of the large wo 
In 
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In fa&, the reader muſt not imagine that theſe 


February. animals are as flow and heavy in Africa a 
—— they are in our country, where they are ob- 


liged to be kept within doors during our long 


winters: but ſhould recolle&, on the contra. 


ry, what I have related betore in this volume, 
concerning a Hottentot who had trained up 
his pack-ox to hunting. 


On the 26th we arrived at Cabehaauw-rivier; 
and the ſame day, the bailiff of the farm of 
this name, Mr. IMMELMAN, and I, rode to- 
wards the lower part of Camteurs-rivier, in 
order to look out for the ſfea-cows ; of the 
way of life and manners of theſe animals, ] 
have already ſpoken at page 302, of this vo- 
lume. To what has been there advanced ! 
will add, that we now ſaw theſe animals going 
out to ſea with the tide, as, indeed, it is ſaid, 
they are in general uſed to do. At this time 
they appeared to enjoy themſelves, . by blow- 
ing, rolling, and toſſing about in the water, 
which was here already ſalt, but were ſaid to 
return in greater ſilence with the flood tide, 
On account of the ruſhes and weeds which 
grew at the fide of the river, our ſhot did not 
take place; by which means likewiſe the ſea- 
cows were made ſo ſhy, that for a long while 
atter they could not be attacked with any hopes 
of ſuccels. 


There was a ſingle track more beaten than 
the others by the buffaloes, which led to the 
lower part of the river through a very clole 
thicket full of thorns and briars, but other- 
wiſe cut through in every direction with a 
labyrinth of buffalo-paths. An old buffalo, 
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cle MW with hardly any hair upon its hide, which 1776. 
as ruſhed out of a buſh cloſe to us, and was very February. 
b- near knocking us down, confounded our 

ng guide, fo that he loſt his uſual marks on the 


a. road; in conſequence of which, we were ob- 
je, iged to ride backwards and forwards above 
up two hours, being all the while in no ſmall 


danger from the buffaloes; and abſolutely un- 
certain whether we ſhould be able to get out 


F; of the labyrinth in the ſpace of as many days, Wl 
of Wl eſpecially if the ſun did not ſhine out, whereby 1 
)- we might diſcover whereabouts we were, Af— it: 
n ter this, we gave chaſe to and wounded a 4 
e hartbeef on the open plains, 11 


On the 28th we rode to our old and opu- 


*— 
— — 
2 


— — 


[ lent friend JacoB Kok, near Sea-cow river; f 
9 where, after an abſence of about three lf 
, months, during which we had been continually 1 
: ſhifting our lodging, we now, by. the care of | 


our kind hoſteſs, had an opportunity of reſt- 
ing our weary limbs and bodies, broke down, 
ö as it were with fatigue, on the ſofteſt beds in 
a the beſt bed- chamber. But ſcarcely two nights 
lad paſſed, after ſo agreeable a change, before 
Ive found ourſelves, (while ſinking in the 
W jiclding down,) involved in heavy though 
reſtleſs lumbers, attended with the moſt un- 
| eaſy dreams; flumbers with which we had to 
ſtruggle at a late hour every morning, almoſt 

as it we had been in the agonies of death: 
inſtead of this, before our return hither, 
though on the ground, and in the open air, 

ve had ever enjoyed an eaſy, cool, and re- 
reſhing ſleep; out of which we were accul- 
tomed to awake of our own accord, as early 0 


and briſk as the reſt of the animal creation, N 
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1776, Which awoke with the firſt dawn of day. 0y 


March. the 29th, the day after our arrival, it raineg 
all day long, with the wind at ſouth-eaſt. 


March the iſt and 2d rainy, with the wind 
at ſouth-eaſt. The thermometer at 72. We 
ſtaid with our worthy and agreeable hoſts til 
the 7th of this month. Now and then, dur. 
ing this period, I rode with my hoſt to the ſea. 
ſhore, and treated myſelf with oyſters, at the 
fame time taking ſome home with me. Some 
time before this, he had found in the ſtrand 


there a bottle of red wine, which he had ſet 


by to regale us with on our return from the de. 
ſert. This, though not very nicely corked,] 
proved not only not damaged, but even ex. 
cellent; and had probably, in conſequence of 


a ſhipwreck, or of its having been offered up, 


either in a merry or a ſuperſtitious mood, by 
ſome brave tar to Neptune, been long toſſed 
about by the waves, before it came to it 


original deſtination, to which we applied it by] 


drinking cach other's healths. In one part of 
the ſtrand, we perceived a ſtrong ſmell of 


amber, without being able, however, to find 


any of this drug there abouts. Several ſpe- 


cimens of the Gorgonia ceratophyta (a black] 


horn-like coral with a red bark) which had 
been thrown up here by the fea, 1 have 
brought home with me ; one of theſe, whict 
was three feet and a half long, and is branched 
out to an almoſt equal breadth, is conſidered 
by divers connoiſſeurs, who have ſeen the firl 
cabinets in Europe, as being one of the 
largeſt of this ſpecies that ever was found. 


On 
In 
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On the gth we again viſited Sirfcamma, 1776. 
where we now found a number of ſnakes, March. 
which, on account of the farmers having fet 


fre to the dry graſs, for the purpoſe of ma- 
nuring their lands, fled to the ſands, and there 
at this time lay dead ; partly ſcorched by the 
fire, partly dried by the ſun, and in part rot- 
ted to pieces. There were ſome traces left of 
their having had four legs, ſo that probably 
this ſerpent was the anguis quadrupes of Lin- 
us. Numbers of the bulla achatina of 
Iixx us, though only the varietas livida of 
it, were found alive on the ſandy plains, and 
up in the trees. When I was here before; I 
found in the very ſhell of one of theſe ſnails, 
ſeveral yolks of eggs (as it were) of the ſhape 
of common eggs, which, however, only con- 
tained a thin watery liquid. 


On the 11th, having taken up our quarters 


near Y/agenboons-rivier, the moſt earlieſt part 
of Lange-kloof, we diſcovered at night on a 
ſudden, that a tract, near three miles in 
length, conſiſting of fields of dry graſs, was 
in flames. This conflagration, which a neigh- 
bouring farmer had cauſed, for the purpoſes 
of deſtroying the arid plants, graſs, and 
buſhes that grew on his lands, (but it muſt 
be owned, had ſet about it very mal-à- pro- 
pos, both as to time and weather,) ſpread 
with the wind that blew very hard, with in- 
credible ſpeed, proceeding in a dirett line to 
the farm where we were ; ſo that our hoſts 
were obliged to throw water on the roof of 
their corn-loft, in order to preſerve it from 
the flames. We were likewiſe not a little 
anxious for the ſafety of our waggon, and 

were 
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1776. were obliged to keep ourſelves in readineſ Muy 

March. to drive it into the water, as well as put of Wand 
our journey till the next day, as the fire burn: 
rapidly on each ſide of the road. By thi 
way of. dreſſing the land, a number of fer. 
pents, lizards, ſcorpions, and ſeveral other | 
kinds of inſects, together with young birds, 
are generally deſtroyed in their habitations, 
When we failed along the African coaſt, in the 
Reſolution, on our return from the South Pole, 
we ſaw of nights ſeveral large fires up the | 
country, which probably were occafioned by 
the lands being ſet fire to in this manner. 


A piece of lapis laxuli in a matrix of quarts, 
which I found in the vicinity of the river 
above-mentioned, is tolerably rich; but, ſup- 
poſing it ſhould abound here, even then it | 
would hardly pay for the ſmelting, on account | 

"of the length of the way and the badneſs of | 
the roads, by which the coal and fuel mult be | 
brought hither for this purpoſe from Sit 


anima. 


On the 1 2th we left this place, and arrived 
at Krakeel-rivier, which I now found to be a 
continuation of Y/agenbooms-rivier, but have | 
forgot to reQify the error in my map“. In 
the evening, riding alone to Aapres-rivier on 
a mettleſome horſe which 1 had lately pur- 
chaſed, and which was unacquainted with this 
part of the country, I unavoidably loſt my | 
way when the night was far advanced; eſpe- 
cially as the road over certain fields was un- 
beaten and not to be diſtinguiſhed. In the 
mean while, there came on the moſt violent 
ſtorm of thunder that I ever experienced in 


This error is rectified in. the preſent edition. 


any 
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ay climate: the lightning frequently darting 1776. 
ind crackling between my horſe's feet, while Mareh. 
[| was naturally enough puſhing him on as "XY 
aſt as I could, in order to get out of the rain. 
Though my ſteed, notwithſtanding this, did 
not loſe any of his mettle, but, on the contra- 
ry, made ſeveral ſudden ſtarts and leaps, yet 
the poor animal was ſo much affected at two 
liferent times by the violence of the thunder, 
that he ſunk quite down to the ground. As 
found that I run riſks in divers ways, and 
met with ſeveral obſtacles in the courſe I was 
teering, I thought it moſt adviſeable to en- 
leavour, by the aſſiſtance of the frequent 
laſhes of lightning, to regain the beaten road 
which I had quitted, In this attempt I at laſt 
ſucceeded, and lighted upon a farm that was 
newly laid out, without any other premiſes up- 
on it, than a ſolitary but thatched with ſtraw ; 
in which, though I found no better company 
there than a parcel of Hottentots, I was very 
glad to have at leaſt the comfort of a roof over 
my head, the fire being already quite burnt 
out, ſo that I was obliged to fit there freez- 
ing and dripping wet till the next morning. 
In the mean while, J was extremely anxious 
concerning Mr. IMMELMAN, who had fet out 
the ſame evening, though later than I did; 
while he, having by means of a horſe which 
he led in hand, and which was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the road, arrived ſafe at the 
place of our deſtination; and likewiſe miſſing 
me, was not leſs uneaſy on my account than I 
was on his; and, after having made, to no pur- 
poſe, ſeveral ſignals, by firing a muſket, amon 
other ſurmiſes which preſented themſelves 
to his imagination, he could not help being 


appre- 
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apprehenſive that I was ftruck dead by light. erer 
ning; eſpecially as he had appeared himſelf tg * 
have been in great danger from it, by a flah ben 
having darted into the ground cloſe by the] 0 


ſide of his horſes, in the ſame inſtant throy. 
ing them both on their knees. It rained like. 1 
wiſe the following night, but without much 
thunder; and on the 15th, while we were Hoo 


on the road to Kukoi-rivier, it rained all day} 226 
long. X mn 
dur! 
On the 16th we came again to the farm of __ 
Zand plaat, near Klein- dorn-rivier, mention. 55 
ed in Vol. I. Chap. VIII. Here they were 2 
at this time very buſy in preſerving and drying . 
raiſins; which was done by macerating the wok 
grapes a longer or ſhorter time, according to 4% 
what fort they were of, in boiling water, and] a8 
then ſpreading them out on mats to dry. The 
uncommon drought which, this ſummer, in a Ml * 
greater or leſs degree, infeſted the whole Ne 
country, had, among many other inconveni- 
encies produced here, as well as in many 
other places, a ſcarcity of meal, ſo that the) ” 
had no bread at this farm. The cattle in MW 
many places died for want of fodder ; fo that ” 
at Falſe, or more properly Yalſ/che-rivir, | c 
where, as I mentioned at page 259 of Vol. I. i 
I ſaw, the preceding September, ſeveral buc | 8 
kets of butter-milk thrown away, they com- i 
plained that they had then bardly enough to MW 1 
wean a child with. In conſequence of this 7; 
horrid drought, which, according to the ac- 2 
count I read in the papers, was probably pret- | on 
ty general in other parts of the world, my WF - 
draught-oxen fell away in their fleſh, being be 


quite ſpent and worn out with fatigue, ſo that 
=: ſeyeral 
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ſeveral of them died one after the other; 
which obliged me to ſupply their places with 
freſh ones. 


On the 2eth we came to Zaffraan-craal. 
On the 21ſt, early in the morning, we entered 
the tedious and tireſome vale, called Artaquas- 
oof; and about the duſk of the evening, at a 
precipice by the fide of the road, my waggon 
met with a worſe accident than it had done 
luring the whole journey, as it was turned 
quite topſy-turvyy. Beſides the danger which 
one of our Hottentots and two of the —_ 
oxen were in of breaking their necks, I ha 
the mortification of ſeeing my collection of 
natural curiofities trundle down the hill, in 
conſequence of which they received conſide- 
able damage. I look upon it, however, as 
peculiarly fortunate, that I was at this time 
near at hand, by which means, I in ſome de- 
gree, preſerved them. 


On the 22d we had, with great care and 
trouble, got the waggon, together with our 
wearied oxen, through the remainder of Ar- 
taquas-kloof, having been obliged to unload it 
in two difficult places, and carry the contents 
of it ourſelves. Our hoſt at Hagel-craal, who 
had himſelf travelled a good deal in this coun- 
try, was peculiarly happy at our having got 
off ſo well. This night there fell frequent 
ſhowers ; but on the 23d, being arrived at 
Honing-klip, there fell the whole night tirough- 
out the moſt dreadful heavy rain known in the 
memory of man ; which continued, though 
with ſomewhat leſs violence, all the next day, 
being the 24th, by which means, on the 25th, 

the 
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1796, the road leading from hence was intirely im. 
March. paſſible. f N 
— rem 
On the 26th we paſſed Vaſſche-rivier. They diſa 
began now, in this part of the country, to take ing 


advantage of the wet that had fallen, for ſow. WM alli 
ing; but though every grazier in this country Wl (elf, 


has a greater quantity of land, draught-oxen, inde 
and bread. than he wants, yet the farmers here ſurf 
had hardly every one a plough-ſhare to them. a te 
ſelves, and this as well for want of ſmiths as Im 
of iron; which, even in the town itſelf, are WM the 
difficult to be procured, It hurt me extremely, equ 


that theſe good people ſhould not be more WM xs v 
plentifully ſupplied with a metal with which dor. 
our country abounds almoſt to exceſs, and of WM ans. 
the implements made of which probably all WI io 
South-America is not leſs in want than the | 


ſouthern part of Africa ; where I at this time | 1 
ſaw a wealthy farmer wringing his hands, and a fe 
complaining, that he could not take advan- the 
tage of the wet weather, on account of his WI exp 
plough being broken, and was obliged to wait WE nin 
till he could borrow one of his neighbours. I MM tt 
mult juſt mention here, that a plough-ſhare, Wl and 
19 inches broad and 27 long, ſuch as is com- WM oth 
monly uſed in this country, coſts from three riot 
to five rix-dollars; and a ſmall round-ſhoul- der 
dered ſpade, with a peaked point, which WW bee 
might be bought in Sweden. for ten-pence, is the 
ſold at the Cape for fix times that price. Cop- WM oft! 
per veſſels alſo bear a high price in this coun- par 
try, but the demand for them is by no means WW was 
conſiderable ; and they muſt be wrought after the 
the peculiar faſhion of the country. Jo 
. | u } 
March | M. 
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March 27th. Not having had occaſion to 1776. 
remark, during the whole journey, the leaſt March. 


ey Wl diſagreement among the Hottentots, except- 
Ke ing that a young Hottentot girl pretty ſeverely 
Ne rallied one of the ſame nation, older than her- 
ry elf, for wearing too ſmall, and conſequently 
n, indecent a ' neite, or apron, we were the more 
re ſurprized to ſee this day, at Zoete-melk's-rivier, 
n. a terrible fierce battle between two Hottentots. 
as | muſt not, however, forget to mention, that 
re che combatants were man and wife, both 
Y, equally ſmall and ſtunted in their growth, 
rc Wl as well as equal in point of ſtrength ; both 


ch born and bred in the ſervice of the Chriſti- 
ok WF ans, and both drefſed in the Hottentot fa- 


all WI fhion. in 
he 1 
ne There was at that time nobody at home but 10 
il g few ſlaves, who every now and then parted 1% 
n- hem; but on the leaſt wry face or haſty in 
is Wl expreſſion, theſe loving turtles flew like light- 1 
ut nag again at each other's throats. On my 1 
| WM tfifying my ſurprize at the peculiar readineſs 1 
e, and expertneſs they ſhewed in boxing each is 
n- other, one of the ſlaves anſwered me very ſe- 1 
ee Wl riouſly, © Ha, haas ! there is no great won- 48 
l. der in that, for in the two years that I have 
ch been here, ſcarcely a day has paſſed without 
is MF their having practiſed together once, if not 
P- WF oftner, before any body could get to them to 
n- WF part them.” The ſingularity of this account 
ns W Vas increaſed by the following remark, “that 
ct they had never been obſerved to be at variance 


of nights, nor had they ever had occaſion to 
upbraid each other with the leaſt infidelity.” 

ch Matters being thus ſituated, as the beſt way 
of reconciling them, we deſired the ſlaves to 
Vol. II. | Aa let 
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1776. let them alone, and leave them at full liberty, 
March. jn the phraſe of the Engliſh ſailors, 20 fight it | 


enſuing peace laſted ſo much the longer.—0n 


to ſet in every evening. Foul weather moſtly | - 
| 2 


tends to the other ſide of the laſt mentioned 
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out, and give each other their bellies full, | 
This was accordingly done, and I have reaſon 
to believe, that they not only had enough of | 
the ſport, but that they were heartily tired 
into the bargain, and conſequently that the | 


the 28th, 29th, and goth, it rained more or 
leſs, but always with the wind at weſt, At! 
Krommbeek-rivier a yeoman, who was a great 
obſerver of the weather, had remarked, that | 
the moſt violent winds were the north-weſt f 
and ſouth-eaſt ; but that the former was ge- 
nerally the moſt violent, and that the welt J 
wind was the warmeſt ; but what was very 
extraordinary was, that the north wind was 
the coldeſt. He informed me likewiſe, that 


the ſouth-eaſt wind was not near ſo cold as it: 01 
was at the Cape, and that the weſt wind uſed = 
| 0 


came into this country with an eaſterly or WM; 
weſterly wind. Though violent rains fell at This 
that time at the Cape, or on the other fide kind, 
of Hex-rivier, it ſeldom extended as far as this} 
place, the wind becoming only colder, Like- 
wiſe when it rains here, the rain ſeldom ex- warn 


river. 8 
leman; 

„nx. 

On the ziſt I rode alone to a farm on the = 

*F17 


other ſide of the upper part of Duyven- Vc. 
rivier, having reaſon to believe, from report, | Th 
that there was gold-ore at this place. | 


On the iſt of April I examined this pre- | 


tended gold-ore, and found it was nothing 
more 
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more than a pyrites, which they had given a7 
pril, 
3 


themſelves the trouble of breaking off from 
the mountains. In certain ſpots here I met 
with a blue clay, impregnated with iron, 
which at firſt, in ſome degree, imparted a 
colour to any thing it was rubbed upon ; but 
in the ſpace of a few days grew hard, and ac- 
quired a ſchirrous nature, I likewiſe found 
there a red ferruginous earth, or bole, but 
higher up in the mountain there was a great 
quantity of flint-ſand. Towards the end of 
the preceding month a noiſe had been heard 
at a diſtance, and we were afterwards inform- 
ed, that certain changes had taken place in a 
mountain, and in a little ſtream ſituated a 
great many miles on the other fide of the high 
chain of mountains upon which I then was. 


On the &th we arrived at Zwellendam, from 
whence, for the ſake of variety, we determin- 
ed to purſue the remainder of our journey by 
Hex-rivier, Cockelmans-kloof, Roodezand, &c. 
This tract of country was partly of the carrow 
kind, and was ſo well inhabited, (chiefly by 
wine-boors) that I could not find room for dif. 
tinguiſhing all the farms with the uſual circu- 
lar mark in my map. The rivers, or rather 
brooks, that lay between Zwellendam and Hex 
-rivier, were Puſpas-valley, Klip-rivier, Meu- 
maars-rivier, Leeuwen-rivier, Saaras-rivicr, 
Fink-rivier, Goree-rivier, Seuj-rivier, and Na- 
na ri vier. 


The aloe plant, (vide Linn. Suppl. Plant.) 
commonly called at the Cape Gore-boſch, has 
Its name from the river Gore juſt mentioned: 
tough beſides that ſpot, this well-known ve- 

ASS getable, 
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getable, of which there are many varieties, | 
being of a ſucculent nature, throve extremely | 
well in all the dry carrow and half-carroy 


plains ; yet it grew in the greateſt abundance | 


in the tract of country lying round about My/: | 
clebay, Gaurirs and Duyvenboek's-riviers ; ſo 
that in certain ſpots thereabouts, and that | 
chiefly on the declivity of mountains, theſe | 
plants formed groves, (as it were) of ſmall] 
palm-trees : as the ſtems which aroſe from, 
and were compoſed of the thick ſucculent] 
leaves, in conſequence of almoſt the whole of 
each leaf, after being dried up and withered} 
towards the bottom, having fallen off, or at] 
leaſt having been ſtripped off purpoſely, (by 
whieh means they had moreover acquired 
a rough, brown, and parched appearance) 
were, however, for the moſt part, ſtrait and! 
erect, from eight to thirty feet in height, and} 
about one thick, and were terminated by pale 
green tufts of freſh and healthy leaves, | 


Not only the uſe, but even the real name} 
of this plant, (viz. aloe) was, as I have been 
told by many people, long unknown to the 
coloniſts, and for this reaſon had been ne- 
glected and held cheap by them. It is true, 
there had been always in the ſervice of go- 
vernment a number of Negro ſlaves, who, at! 
the place of their nativity, (another part of 
the African coaſt) had learned the method ot 
preparing, as well as the value, of the gum} 


aloe; but bowing as they did, beneath the 


yoke of ſlavery, they would rather at any time 
have ſeen a dart pierce the hearts of their t) - 
rants, than be inſtrumental in procuring them 


any additional knowledge or wealth of . 
in 


fr 
ro 
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kind ſoever ; by which, on the one ſide, the April. 


pride, avarice, and power of their maſters, 
and on the other fide, their work, as well as 
the number of flaves employed would be in- 
creaſed, For this reaſon, the uſe of the aloe 
was for a long time kept a ſecret among the 
faves; who, indeed, made a point of con- 
ſcience of not revealing it, till one of them, 
called GoREE, diſcovered it to a coloniſt of 
the vs Wirr family. Whether this proceed- 
ed from gratitude to his maſter for his humane 
treatment of him, or whether it was done in 
hopes of being rewarded for it, they could not 
inform me with any certainty: they only 
knew, that ve WIrr had, through this diſco- 
very, obtained an excluſive privilege for the 
delivery of a certain quantity of aloes to the 
Eaſt-India company, and had given up to 


Gore the inſpection of the whole work. It 


is likewiſe after the name of this ſlave, that 
the aloe plant is ſtill to this day in Africa moſt 
commonly, if not ſolely, called the Goree- 
boſch. 


The method in which gum aloes is prepared 
in Africa, has, it is true, been deſcribed be- 
fore by profeſſor THUN BERG, (vide Tranl- 
actions of the Swediſh Phyſiographical Society, 
Part I. Art. II. page 112.) But as my read- 
ers may, nevertheleſs, probably expect ſome 
information on this ſubje&, I have thought 
proper to communicate the following particu- 
lars concerning this ſubject. 


The leaves being cut off at ſome diſtance 
from the ſtem, as many of them as there is 


room for are placed in a ſlanting poſition * 
| the 
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the concavity of another aloe leaf laid under 
them for this purpoſe, ſo that the juice, trick. 
ling down from the leaves which are cut, may 
be collected in it. After this, the whole 
quantity of juice contained in theſe reſervoirs, 
is boiled down to about a third part, and be. 
ing poured out into boxes, 1s left to coagulate 
and grow hard, 


Others again content themſelves with wip- 
ing off the juice, which comes out of the freſh 
cut leaves, ſeveral times againſt the edges of 
a marble veſſel, wherein it is by this means 
collected, and is afterwards boiled down. 


In . methods deſcribed above, which, 
however, in all probability, are by no means 
the beſt that might be imagined, only a few 
drops, or at moſt a thimbleful or two, are 
procured from each leaf. By handling it, the 
hands of the operator are ſubject to be made 
fore ; and the boiling of it down, an operation 
which is likewiſe performed in the open air, 
the operator being at the ſame time frequently 
expoſed to the ſcorching rays of the fun, is 
alſo attended with its inconveniencies, Add 
to this, that thoſe who at preſent make it their 
buſineſs to buy up this drug at the Cape, do 
not give above two or three ſtivers a pound 
for it ; and it will not appear ſtrange, that the 
Cape farmers do not think it worth their while 
to prepare this gum, unleſs they have young 
children or other people, that can do nothing 
elſe to employ upon it. In the winter 
(quaade niouſſon) the aloe leaves are ſuppoſed 
to contain moſt juice; on which account, 


this ſcaſon i is principally choſen for . 
| the 
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the gum aloe, and particularly fine and calm 1776. 


days; as in windy weather the juice coagu- 
lates too ſoon, and cannot run out of the 
leaves.” Vide l. c. The gum prepared in 
this manner is, when powdered, yellow, like 
any other aloes in powder; but the thin pieces 
that are broken off from it, and the edges of 
even larger pieces, are tranſparent, appearing 
as though they were made of a yellowiſh 
brown glaſs. Conſequently it has nothing of 
that dark green cloudy and opaque appear- 
ance, like the other aloes which are to be 
found in the apothecaries ſhops under the de- 
nominations of ſuccotrine and hepatic aloes. 
This dark colour, which is ſeen in a great 
quantity of aloes, in all probability proceeds 
from its having been prepared in a method 
very different from that uſed at the Cape; 
perhaps from the leaves being preſſed, by 
which means a greater quantity indeed of juice 
is obtained, but then it is full of dregs. 


It is true, I have often uſed the gum aloe 
of the Cape for medical purpoſes, but cannot 
take upon me as yet to give it the preference 
to the more opaque ſort; in the mean while, 
deſirous of exploring this drug in divers ways, 
I got M. Joan E. JuLin, apothecary at New 
Carleby, to ſeparate from each other the gum- 
my and reſinous parts of the gum aloe from 
the Cape, who found it to contain nearly 
equal quantities of both theſe principles. 


Near the above-mentioned river Goree, 
farmer ALoveN SMIDT, who reſided on the 
banks of that river, had caught a dreadfully 


venemous lizard, called F geitje, which DN 
ept 


April. 
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1776. kept in ſpirits of wine; and on the 19th of 


April. this month, on my departure from this place, 


made me a preſent of it. I had long before 
this been told by many people, that the bite 
of this creature would produce a terrible ſort 
of leproſy, which terminated in death, but 
not till the expiration of fix months or a year, 
the body in the mean while rotting and falling 
away piece- meal. This man, however, gave 
me an inſtance of a Buguneſe ſlave having, a 
few years before, been fortunate enough to 
cure a female flaye in the neighbourhood, 
who had already experienced, in a pretty high 


degree, the effects of the geiles bite. The 


patient, who had afterwards removed to about 
ſixty miles from this place, was ſuppoſed to 
be- ſtill alive and in good health; but the 
flave, they knew, had died with the ſecret, hav- 
ing never diſcovered either this or any other of 
the remedies of which he was in poſſeſſion 
to any body. It has been obſerved, however, 
that among other means which he uſed, he 
had ſometimes drefled the wound with oranges 
and lemons cut into halves. In the mean while, 
the matter deſerves to be inveſtigated in diffe- 
rent ways. Among other things, animals 
ought to be expoſed to the bite of this ſerpent, 
and the effects of oranges and other remedies 
on the ulcers that would in all probability 
ariſe from it, ſhould be tried; It is a fortu- 


nate circumſtance, that the geizze is flow in its 


motions, and not of a very irritable. diſpoli- 
tion; conſequently the diſorder occaſioned by 
its bite is not common, though the animal it- 
ſelf is common enough in ſpring, or at leaſt 
at certain times in the year. We'ſought for 
it, however, to no purpoſe, under the uy 

| an 
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and ſtones near KArakeel river, and in the 1776. 
empty ſhells of the ulla achatima in Sitſicam- April. 


ma, (where the inhabitants aſſured me it was 
very common) when J paſſed through theſe 
places. As the tail is apt to fall off with a 
light touch, and is found filled up with a yellow 
matter, like that which is ſeen in boils and 
ulcers, and as no nails are diſcoverable in the 
ſpecimen that I brought home with me, is it 
not probable that the geitje is a larva, which 
in time is transformed into a lizard of a quite 
different form and nature? I do not know for 
certain, whether I have feen this lizard alive 
or not; yet | think J remember that I caught 
one of them at the warm bath, and, wrapping 
it up in paper, kept it in my pocket; 
but pulled it out again, through haſte and 
careleſſneſs, along with the wadding of my 
gun; not being aware at that time, what a 
venemous prize I had got and parted with. 
| afterwards heard.the company at the bath 
ſpeak of this lizard, though (if I remember 
right) by another name, being to be found at 
Franſe-hock ; but I conſidered the account 
they gave concerning the poiſonous quality of 
this animal, as. one of the tales by which 1 
obſerved they endeavoured to alarm me, and 
render me cautious in the courſe of my jour- 
ney. The geitje which I brought home with 
me, is ſcarcely three inches in length, of 
which length the tail makes the ſmalleſt half, 
and is very much peaked ; but in the middle 
is nearly as thick as the animal's body, which 
is without any ſcales; and at top ſpeckled with 
dark ſpots, and white underneath, with from 
twelve to fourteen papillz on the edge of the 
under jaw, There are five toes to __ _ 
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I have given a figure of the geitje, together 
with a Fall deſcription of it in the Tranſactions 


of the Gottenburgh Society of Sciences and | 


Belles Lettres, Part I. page 75. Tab. V. 


J have already in this volume, made men. 


tion of a lizard as black as jet, which the 
Hottentots dread very much, as being highly | 


venemous. 


Not having room for them within the limits 
which I have preſcribed to myſelf ſn this vo- 
lume, I am obliged to poſtpone the deſcrip- | 


tion of the African lizards, as well as ſeveral 
other matters, for the preſent, with an inten- 
tion to give them to the public at ſome future 
period, in a ſeparate treatiſe, or by ſome 
other opportunity. The following lizard, 
however, which is much the largeſt in the 
whole colony, and to which I give the name 
of lacerta Capen/is, deſerves to be briefly men- 
tioned, were it only on account of the hardt- 
neſs of its nature, and the difficulty with which 
I found it to be deprived of life. It is true, it 
bears ſome diſtant reſemblance to the SeBa, 
from Ceylon, Tom. I. Tab. 94. Fig. I. in 
the rings or girdles with which it is encircled; 
but it-has a much greater number of them, 
not to ſpeak of the remarkable diſſimilarity 
there is between them in point of colour, 
which may be collected from the following 
character of that from the Cape. 


Lacerta Capenſis, cauda compreſſa ſupra 
carinata, Zonis 16, ſeu 18, albis totidemque 
nigris alternantibus annulata, apice nigra. 


Corpore ſubſquamoſo, ſuperne ex nigro viri- 


dique 
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dique fuſco, ſubtus albido, faſciis 16—18, 1776. 
nigris anomalis notato. Harum 8 circiter April. 


juguli, 9 autem Pectoris Abdominiſque, re- 
giones Occupant.” 


One of this ſpecies, of the middle ſize, 
which, together with its two young ones, I 
brought home with me from Agter Bruntjes- 
hoogte, was about two feet long in the body, 
and three in the tail; having caught her by 
the neck, ſo that ſhe could not bite me, and 
finding that it required ſome ſtrength to hold 
her faſt, I got a large worſted needle, and 
gave her ſeveral punctures with it, not only 
in the heart, but in every part of the cranium 
which was in contact with the brain. This, 
however, was ſo far from anſwering my pur- 
poſe, which was to kill her in the moſt ſpeedy 
and leaſt painful manner, without mangling 
or mutilating her, that ſhe ſeemed ſtill to have 
life enough left to be able to run away. Af- 
ter this my hoſt undertook to put an end to 


her, and after having given her ſeveral hard 


ſqueezes about the cheſt, and tied her feet 
together, hung her up by the neck in a nooſe, 
which he drew as cloſe as he poſſibly could. 
From this ſituation ſhe was found in the ſpace 
of 48 hours to have extricated herſelf, though 
ſhe ſtill remained near the farm, appearing to 
be almoſt entirely exhauſted. Upon this, we 
tied her feet cloſe behind her, ſo that with 
her long and ſharp claws, of which ſhe had 
five upon each foot, ſhe could not damage 
the ſerpents and other animals which I kept in 
a caſk of brandy, and among which I put her 
with my own hands, holding her a long time 
under the ſurface of the liquor; yet ſhe "yy 

| | 8 
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1776. fo far from being ſuffocated immediately by 
April. the ſtrength of the liquor, that ſhe flounced 


about a good deal in it; and even a quarter 
of an hour afterwards, convinced us by her 
motions that ſhe had ſtill ſome life remainin 
in her. This ſpecies of lizard I found to be 


amphibious, living in water as well as on land, 


and likewiſe that it grew to a ſtill greater 
fize ; conſequently it appears to be an ex- 
tremely long-lived animal, and, as well on 
account of this property, as of that of not 
being killed without great difficulty, to have 
an important office aſſigned it in the general 
ſyſtem of the œconomy of nature. It was 


' ſuppoſed, (and not without foundation) by 


the people with whom I refided, that this 
creature might eafily be made tame, and that 
it was not in the leaſt of a malignant or vene- 
mous nature. 


I have this moment received the fœtus of a 
very ſingular quadruped from the Cape, which 
has been kept in ſpirits, I can therefore do no 
more than give a ſhort deſcription of it in this 
place, which may ferve as a foundation for 
farther reſearches in future, 


It ſeems to be of a dark grey colour, and 
ſeven inches and a halt long, meaſuring from 
the noſe to the anus; in its body, tail, and 
feet, ſomewhat reſembling a young whelp, 
but with a quite different head. 


The noſe is round and ſmall, two-thirds of 
an inch in length, and projecting ſtrait for- 
wards, ſo as to form a right angle with the 


forehead, which is upright, and rounded al- 


molt 


A ob ͤ ² 
r br nd ah To. 
E 
8 ©, x . A 4 > * 2 ada 
RE EEO RD 


ALE MS = 5 3 * 
r n $6.2 
WM 4 8 Pl SI 4 s * A 9 * 
"TMP LE g 4 
St Yd. = z Sons 


— we} 


„ _ 6 XN wy RnuILOM 


F TEE «{ va 


CAPE or -GOOD HOPE. 365 


moſt like that of a man; and thus in theſe 1776. 

particulars, likewiſe very different from the Apt 

long-Inouted genus of viverra, or weaſel. 

The mouth, moreover, projects in ſuch a 

manner, that the upper lip forms an acute 

angle with the noſe. Notwithſtanding this, N 

the under-lip and jaw project beyond the up- 

per. The tongue is broad, and is round at | 
| 


the tip. 


Captain Apol pus BurxTz, who has en- 
riched the cabinet of Natural Hiſtory be- 
longing to the Royal Academy of Sciences | 
with divers rarities from the Eaſt-Indies, Ut 
has made me a preſent likewiſe of this iq 
animal, which he had bought of a countryman 4 
at the Cape. This man told him, that it was 
to be found in the country round about Sal- | | 
danba bay, and gave him the name of it, l; 
which Captain BurTzZ took down in writing, | 
but loſt the paper; ſo that this animal, ſeems | 
to be one of the regular and ordinary produc- 1 
tions of nature, and no monſter. 

* 


In the evening we came to Nana rivier. $ 
At this time there lived here a widow, whoſe 4s 
huſband had ſeveral years before met with the 
dreadful catraſtrophe of being beheaded by his | 
own flaves. His fon, then about 13 or 14 bl 
years of age, was obliged to be eye-witneſs to 19 
his father's fate, and was even threatened bs. 


with being made to partake of it, but luckily 9 

found an opportunity of giving them the flip; - is 

| and after eluding their moſt vigilant ſearch, A 
4 hid himſelf up cloſe from the forenoon till it 1 
: was dark at night; when at laſt he ventured B 
} forth, with a view to ſeek a ſafer afylum at a 7 
neigh- : 
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1776. neighbouring farm, and to accuſe his father's ] 
. murderers. Theſe villains had reſolved like. int 
g i wiſe to murder the mother, who was expected tin 
= that day home from the Cape ; but fortunately tie: 
3 for her, though very much to her diſſatisfac- cet 
1 | tion, ſhe was delayed by ſome accident on the vo 
bY road till the next day. By means of her ſon, Fo 
. who made his eſcape, ſhe received advice of tab 
24 what had happened. As the whole premiſes tro 
H on the farm conſiſted merely of two houſes, My 
8 ſituated on a plain quite open on all ſides, ab 
3 excepting that it was covered with a few de 
1 ſtraggling buſhes, which grew along the little pre 
river or brook that ran cloſe by the ſpot, the W: 
lad's contrivance to hide himſelf, though in th 
fact extremely painful as well as ſingular, was th 
the only one that could at this time fave him, by 
It conſiſted in this, viz. that he ſat, or rather pe 
ſank himſelf up to his noſe in the river; tak- lik 
ing care at the ſame time to hide his face be- co 
hind the boughs that hung over the water: ri 
The murderers not being able to find him any co 
where, he having as it were entirely vaniſhed cif 
out of their fight, immediately began to con- 

clude, that, in order to avoid the ſtroke of | 
the bloody axe, he had rather choſe to put an WF th 
end to his life himſelf, by jumping into the WF vi 
river: notwithſtanding this, however, they en 
attempted to make themſelves certain whether in 
he was drowned or not. The means they tr) 
took in order to effect this, was to ſound the fo 
brook all over with the branches of a tree; FF C 
but they luckily forgot the particular place F a 
where the boy was ſitting, probably as the ba 
river was in that part ſhallower, and hada m 
briſker current. + 
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r's I ſhould doubtleſs have brought the tears 146. 
ce into the eyes of our hoſts, and at the ſame April. 
ted time make them a bad return for their civili ev 
ely ties, had I, by queſtioning them cloſely con- 

(c- cerning the particulars of this ſtory, endea- 

he voured ſo unſeaſonably to ſatisfy my curioſity. 

Jn, For this reaſon, I have contented myſelf -in 

of taking it down, juſt as I have related above, 

es from the accounts given me by Mr. IMMEL“ 

58; MAN and others; and conſequently was not 

s, able to learn with any certainty, whether the 

W deceaſed had by any unuſual a& of ſeverity 

le provoked his ſlaves to commit this crime, b 

e WM way of revenging themſelves ; or elſe whether 

n WM theſe latter had acted thus, from a perſuaſion 

s chat the ſame crimes and predatory practices 

1 by which violence had been offered to their 

r WM perſons, and they had been deprived of their 


- WF liberties, might likewiſe lawfully be had re- 
- WW courſe to, for the recovery of this precious 
ncht beſtowed on them by nature, and might 
Y conſequently be very pardonable when exer- 
eiſed on their tyrants. 


— 


Yet, whatever might be the real reaſon of 
the commiting this dreadful crime, I am con- 
vinced, that it has its origin in the very eſ- 
ſence and nature of the commerce in flaves, 
in whatever manner, and in whatever coun- 
try it may be practiſed; a motive which I 
found had as much influence among the 
FJ Chriſtians in many places, as among the Turks 
| on the coaſt of Barbary, to induce the un- 
I Happy flaves, and ſtill more their tyrannical 

maſters, to behave very ſtrangely ; nay, ſome- 
times to be guilty of the moſt horrid cruelties. 


have known ſome coloniſts, not only 3 
eat 
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Nen heat of their paſſion, but even deliberately 


and in cool blood, undertake themſelves the 


low office (fit only for the executioner) of not 
only flaying, for a trifling neglect, both the 
backs and limbs of their ſlaves by a peculiar 
ſlow lingering method, but likewiſe, exceed- 
ing the very tigers in point of cruelty, throw 
pepper and falt over the wounds. But what 
appeared to me more ſtrange and horrible, 
was to hear a coloniſt, not only defcribe with 
great ſeeming ſatisfaction the whole proceſs of 


this diabolical invention, but even pride himſelf 


in the practice of it; and rack his brains, in 


order to find ſophiſms in defence of it, as well 


as of the ſlave trade; in which occupation the 
important poſt he enjoyed in the colony, and 
his own intereſt had engaged him. He was, 
however, an European by birth; of a free 
and civilized nation; and, indeed, gave evi- 
dent proofs of poſſeſſing a kind and tender 
heart; ſo that, perhaps, it would be difficult 
to ſhew any where a greater contradiction in 
the diſpoſition of man, though in a world 
compoſed almoſt entirely of contradictions. 


Many a time, eſpecially in the mornings 
and evenings, have I ſeen in various places 
unhappy flaves, who, with the moſt diſmal 
cries and lamentations, were ſuffering the im- 
moderately ſevere puniſhments inflited on 


them by their maſters ; during which, they 


are uſed, as I was informed, to beg, not ſo 
much for mercy, as for a draught of water; 
but as long as their blood was ſtill inflamed 
with the pain and torture, it was ſaid that 
great care muſt be taken to avoid allowing 


them the refreſhment of any kind of drink ; 
| __ 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 369 


as experience had ſhewn, that in that caſe, 1776. 
4 they would die in the ſpace of a few hours, April. 
and ſometimes the very inſtant after they had 
drank it. The Tame thing is ſaid to happen 
to thoſe who are impaled alive, after having 
g. been broken upon the wheel, or even without 
having previouſly ſuffered this puniſhment. 


* The ſpike in this caſe is thruſt up along the 
e back-bone and the vertebræ of the neck, be- 
+ WF tvecn the {kin and the cuticle, in ſuch a man- 
of ver, that the delinquent is brought into a 
ic WI fitting poſture. In this horrid ſituation, how- 


ever, they are ſaid to be capable of ſupporting 
life for ſeveral days, as long as there comes 
no rain ; as in that caſe, the humidity will 
occaſion their ſores to mortify, and conſe- 
quently put an end to their ſufferings in a few 
hours. 


I am glad that, during my reſidence in the 
town, no opportunity preſented itſelf to me of 
ſeeing any one undergo this puniſhment ; 
which, though it is only deſtined for incendi- 
aries, or for ſuch as are guilty of ſedition or 
murder, aggravated with peculiar circumſtan- 
ces of cruelty and barbarity, yet it appears 
not leſs ſhocking and revolting to human na- 
ture, than the very crimes themſelves, and 
actually irritates more than it is generally 
thought to do, the other ſlaves in the town; 
whom I have ſeen compelled to be preſent 
even at ſuch public puniſhments as da not af- 
fect the life of the culprit, in order that they 
might take warning from it. But the ſlave f 
who is puniſhed for ſedition, is always, in the if 
eyes of his fellow-ſlaves a martyr, that ſuffers li; 
for the common cauſe, and for having main- 

Vol. II. B b tained 
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1776. tained the deareſt rights beſtowed upon them 


by nature, which is their Iberty. Spikes, 
wheels, red-hot pincers, and all the'reſt of 
the horrid apparatus employed by their execy- 
tioners, will never have with the ſufferers the 
effect of convincing them of the contrary doc. 
trine; on the conttary, they become {till more 
obſtinate in ſuppoſing themſelves tyrannize( 
over, and in thifiking that ſuch of their fel. 
low-ſlaves as have had the courage to take 
away the lives of their own tyrants, and pre. 
fer death and tortures to the baſely grovelling 
and crawling any longer 'upon the earth in an 
opprobrious ſtate of bondage, are example 
worthy of imitation, and that at leaſt they de. 
ſcrve to be venerated, pitied, and even te- 
venged. The Chineſe maſſacre at Batavia in 
1748, affords a ſtill more dreadful inſtance of 
the rage and cruelties into which men in ge- 
neral may be precipitated by the tyranny of 
their rulers. Had the Chineſe ſucceeded in 
this inſurrection, the governor-general IM Hoff, 
and M. TazDens, would have been cut to 

ieces and devoured. (Vide Apr, Valk I- 
NIER, T. XVII.) May not we conclude from 
Hence, that oppreſſion and injuſtice, ratherthan 
hunger, have given riſe to the practice of eat- 
ing human fleſh, which prevails in many parts 
of the world ?—I have before obſerved, that 
the Buguneſe ſlaves are particularly ſtrict and 
ſcrupulous with reſpe& to the adminiſtration 
of juſtice. Thoſe ſlaves are a ſort of Maho- 
medans, and nearly of the fame complexion 
as the people of Java, though they are taken 
upon other iſlands in the Eaſt-Indies, The) 
are not moreover of a humour to put up with 


harſh expreſſions or abuſive language, {till lels 
when 


them 
Pikes, 
eſt of 
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when they are not deſerving of it, and not at 
all from a woman; looking upon it as e 
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1776. 


April. 


greateſt ſhame, to ſuffer themſelves to be di. — 


ciplined by the weaker ſex. Many a maſter 
and miltreſs of. a family, who have happened 
to forget themſelves with reſpec to this point, 
have, when a proper opportunity has offered, 
been made to pay for this miſtake of their's with 
their lives. Theſe ſame ſlaves, on the other 
hand, when they know that they are in the 


wrong, are ſaid to thank their maſter for each 
ſtroke, he beſtows upon them; at the ſame 


time commending his rigour and juſtice, nay 
even kiſſing his feet; a circumſtance of which 
I myſelf have been an eye witneſs. In fine, 
they are reported to be capable of bearing the 
moſt cruel torments with wonderful fal. 
as though they were entirely devoid of feel- 
ing. There have been inſtances of their not 
having uttered the leaſt cry or complaint when 
impaled. alive, or broken upon the wheel. 
But ſhould a.Buguneſe flave at any time hap- 
pen to betray, the leaſt want of reſolution in 
this point, his countrymen are ſaid to feel 
themſelves hurt by, it, conſidering it as a re- 


proach to the whole nation. The female 
| laves belonging to theſe people, are (aries 


to be extremely conſtant in love, as Ir ewiſe 
to exact the ſtricteſt fidelity from their lovers, 
In ſhort, the bold and intrepid character of 
this natiqn, is the cauſe that people at the 
Cape are not fond of buying them ; and that 
the importation of them is prohibited, though 
in fact it is ſometimes practiſed. The flaves 
from other parts, ſuch as from Moſamb ique, 
Madagaſcar, Malabar, &c. are in general not 
lo dangerous to their unreaſonable and tyran- 
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1776. nical maſters. On account of this great tame. 
April. neſs ſhewn by them, they are more generally 


Mlave to go to law with his maſter, who is, az 


as likewiſe by proper family diſcipline, as it i; 
called, ſuch as heavy iron chains, hard work, 


plunges in his own boſom ; content with be- 


AVOYAGE TO TRE 


made to bow beneath the yoke ; and the mif. h 
treſs of a family may venture to give as freea 1 h 
ſcope to her whims and fancies as her huſband 
himſelf, with reſpect to theſe ſlaves. There . 
is a law, indeed, exiſting in the colonies, 
which prohibits maſters from killing their 
ſlaves, or from flogging or otherwiſe chaſtiſing 
them with too great ſeverity ; but how is 1 


it were, his ſovereign, and who, by the fame 
laws, has a right (or at leaſt may by dint of 
bribes purchaſe that right) to have him flogged 
at the public whipping-poſt, not abſolutely to 
death, indeed, yet not far from it ; and this 
merely on the ſtrength of the maſter's own 
teſtimony, and without any farther inquiſition 
into the merits of the cafe ? The maſter has, 
beſides, ſo far his flave's life in his hands, 
that by rating and abuſing him day after day, 


and little meat, he may, without controul, 
by little and little, though ſoon enough for this 
purpoſe, worry the poor fellow out of his life. 
In conſequence of this, the unhappy flaves, 
who are frequently endued with finer feelings 
and nobler ſentiments of humanity, though 
for the moſt part actuated by ſtronger paſſion i w 
than their maſters, often give themſelves vl th 


totally to deſpondency, and commit variow al 
acts of deſperation and violence. Divers cit— 1 
cumſtances and confiderations may, perhaps fre 


concur to induce a wretch in this ſituation to 
exempt this tyrant from the dagger, which be 
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ing thus able to put an end to his miſery, and 1776. 
at the ſame time to diſappoint his greedy April. 
maſter of the profits ariſing from the ſweat of | 
his brow. A female ſlave, who had been juſt 
bought at a high price, and rather premature- 
ly treated with ſeverity by her miſtreſs, who 
lived in Roode-zand diſtrict, hanged herſelf the 
ſame night out of revenge and deſpair, juſt at 
the entrance of her new miſtreſs's bed-cham« 
ber. A young man and woman, who were 
flaves at the Cape, and were paſſionately fond 
of each other, ſolicited their maſter, in confor- 
mity to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom, for his conſent 
to their being united in wedlock, though all 
in vain, as from ſome whim or caprice he was 
induced abſolutely to forbid it. The conſe- 
quence was, that the lover was ſeized with a 
ſingular fit of deſpair ; and having firſt plung- 
ed a dagger into the heart of the object of his 
deareſt wiſhes, immediately afterwards put an 
end to his own life. But how many hundred 
inſtances, not leſs dreadful than theſe, might 
be produced to this purpoſe ! Theſe, howe- 
ver, might ſuffice to create all the abhorrence 
for the ſlave trade, which ſo unnatural a ſpe- 
cies of commerce deſerves; we will, there- 
fore, at preſent, diſmiſs this diſagreeable ſub- 
ject. 


On the 10th we ſet off from Hex- rivier, and 
went by way of Roode-zqnd, a tract of land of 
the carrow kind, laid out in vineyards, and 
almoſt encircled with very high mountains. 
The only road by which it was poſſible to go 
from hence to!the Cape, went through a nar- 
row, long, and tedious vale, along which 
runs part of Klzin-berg river. - 

4 5 n 


ha... 


EVI ALI 
LAST SCE — 8 * 
er „ ENT SE ö = * 
ö˙—ùͤ ⁰ ¾ !! $3 er en" 
C 1 r Fry N - £ \ N > OP 4 3 Nr RAS * \ 
* . r Let SD h \ 
, 


374 A VOYAGE, &e. 


1776. On the 12th, having got out of the diſtrict 
April. of Rocde-zaand, we met with ſome farmers 
from Sneeww-berg, who had juft been at the 
Cape. Iheſe good people informed us, that 
a large lake had lately been diſcovered a little 
to the north of the latter diſtrict. Otherwiſe, 
there is not another lake to be found in the 
Whole colony. — As far as I could underſtand A 
them, it was of a ſpecies of cactus of a conſide- 
rable ſize, that they made at Camdebo and 
other places in the colony, a kind of brandy, 
equally good with that which is prepared from 
grapes or malt. They likewiſe informed us, 
that there was a Swediſh ſhip in each of the 
harbours,” Table bay and Falſe- bay, both which 
were ſuppoſed to be ready to fail. This piece 
of intelligence, neceſſarily cauſed me to make 
all the haſte I could to get to the end of my 
journey. | 


On the th we got back again to the 
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APPENDIX. 


Some Account of the Mus PumiLio, a new Spe- 
ties, Rar, from the Southern Part of 
AFRICA, lately diſcovered and deſcribed by 
the Author. 


HIS animal, which has been hitherto 
totally, unknown to. naturaliſts, I found 

in the foreſt. of. Sitſicamma, hard. by Slangen- 
rivier, two. hundred. uurs to the eaſt. of the 
Cape. It is eaſily diſtinguiſhed; from all the 
other numerous. ſpecies of the genus to which 
it belongs, by means of the four black lines 
which. run along. its back. The figure an- 
nexed in Plate VII. of this volume, repre- 
ſents this. rat of its natural. ſize, being, drawn. 
from a, ſpecimen which 1 have preſented to 
the Muſeum, of the Swediſh Academy: and, 
33 it ſeems to have attained to its full ſize, 
the mus pumilio, or dwarf mouſe, may certain- 
ly contend for the palm with the mus minutus 
and mus betulinus of M. P ALLAS, as being the 
moſt diminutive quadruped in the whole 
world. The ſpecimen I have in my poſſeſ- 
ſion at this time, though impregnated with 
the ſpirits in which 1t 1s preſerved, weighs no 
more than four ſcruples: conſequently, when 
compared with the gigantic quadrupeds ex- 
ſting in the ſame quarter of the globe, and 
of which I have given deſcriptions as well in 
the Swediſh Tranſactions as in the preceding 


journal, it forms with them a ſtriking _ 
tra 
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traſt, Compared with the hippopotamus, for 
inſtance, an animal, which is ſeventeen or 
eighteen French feet long, and at leaſt ſix in 


diameter, the mus pumilio is but ,,z,xth | 
of the ſize of the former, conſidering the bulk 
of this latter as being equal to a cubical maſs | 
an inch and a quarter in length, and half an 

inch in diameter, | 


(ws tenue, e Coley | 
Velleris in genere fuſco-cinereus; Frontis & 
nuc hæ niger. Linez quatuor dorſales, lon- | 
gitudinales nigre: Harum duo intermediæ, 
& in nucha & ad baſin caudæ in unum co- 
aleſcunt; duo exteriores à nucha, paulloque | 
pone aures ortz, ſibi invicem parallellz, ad | 
baſin uſque caudz ferè extenduntur. Regiones 
utriuſque oculi & narium pallidæ. Pedes anti | 
& Poſtici quinque- dactyli, anticorum pollicibus 
minutis, conſpicue tamen unguiculatis. Cau- 


da longitudine 3 5 W nudiuſcula, pale 
Iida. = 
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or 
or SPECIMEN or Tus LANGUAGE on 
in Tz HOTTENTOTS, 
th | 
Ik | Numerals, 
iſs | | 
an One, Us. Four, ? Hacta. 
: Two, Kammi. Five, Gif. 

Three, i'Knona. — Six, Colo. 

Parts of the Body and Clothing. 

lor | : B | 
& | Hair, i Kum. | Nails, /'Kologua. 
n- Noſe, © Koi. Finger, i Naniqua. 
e, Eye, Mo. Stomach, ? Amſa. 
o- Ear, Nunq ua. Tail, Seſte. 
ue | Tooth, 70. | Penis, Ka. 
ad Teeth, Kong. Caput penis, Ora, 
nes | Lip, Gamma. Vulva, Gas. 
ict | Hand, iUnka. | Apron, 7 Netie. 
bus WW Leg, Nu. | Hat, Aba. 
u- Stocking, / Nus Tanka, | Shoes, t Noaka. 


Men's Ages and Conditions in Life. 


Father, Bo. | Younger ſiſter, t Kangs. j 
, PO. ' Young girl, Trakoffi. y 

Elder brother, Ai. Girl, 7Gos. 1 
Younger brother, Kana. Lad, Go. 1 
Mother, Mamd, Gare. Kobbo. # 
„ Sauſi. Maſter, Maſter of the Y 
Parents, Sanna. | houſe, iKukor. IJ 
Elder ſiſter, /'Kaes. | 8 I 


The Names of Animals and their Properties. 
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Tiger, Kz/ſau. Wolf, Nuka. 
Wolf, Cula. Seren Coa. 
d , Do g⸗ 
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Dog, Tu. 

Dogs, Tuna. 

Penis of a dog, Tuna-Ia. 
Bitch, Tus. 

Lion, Gamma. 
Tortoiſe, ? Gammi. 
Elk, Kan. 

Roebuck, Za. 
Steenbock, Gunima. 
Jackal, 4 Intai. | 
Zebra, d Aua. 

Horſe, Hanqua. 
Stallion, Karangaba. 
Mare, Ahas.. 
Fiſh, Gau. 


A PP E N D. I X. 
| Buffalo, “ Kau. 


| 


1 


Sea-Cow, Gao. 
Hog, Hango. 
Horned Cattle, /'Guku, 


Sheep, Gus. 


Cow, #Govs. 


Bull, Hara. 


, o. 


| Baboon, 7 Gorlota. 


Bee, Oi. 


F - 
I Honey, Denni. 


Milk, Bi. 


Fat, F Nui. 


Fleſh, Go. 


Subſtantives not reducible tothe former heads, Adjettives, 
Adverbs, Pronouns and Phraſes, 


Thunder, ' Gulu. 
Fire, Ei. 

Wood, é. 

Bread, Bra. 

Pipe, Nov. 

Terra firma, Houtniqua. 
Waſhing- river, Ram 
. 

Water, Ramma. 
Houſe, f Kooqua. 
Road, Dau. 

Bad road, Tradau. 

„ Tudau. 

Good road, Skundaha. 
Callibaſh, Karabu. 
Waggon, Krobe. 
Good, Huka, 

Better, Oin. 


. 


Bad, ugly, Kaif. 
Sick, Kaiſin. 


What belongs to. you is 


good for nothing, Zgu 
kaiſts | 
Angry, Solo. 
Why, or with whom are 
you angry? Solo naha, 
Cold, Oro. 
es, I. 
No, Aa. 
Thine, Ta. 
Thur Horſe, Ta Hangua. 
Wnoſe, which, Danne. 


| Who is come? F Danne 


koha. 


Who lives here? F. Danne 


1 


koba he, 
Our 
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Our er: Zika Bo. 
— —, Ty ka. 
5 Tiri iri, 

, Tilt. 
— —Frmininum, Titti. 
Thou, Tats. 
She, Thatifi ? 
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| He, Hetoe. 
| Ye, Zita. 
They, Hekoina. 
Will you have any bread ? 
Tat Brie: 
| Sas Bre: "5. «3» 


Ferbs Aaive and Neuter, with ſome Examples of them 
in Phraſes. 


Fam, Titre. 

Thou art, Kia. 

He is, Oi. 

We are, Zikatiſi. 

We are there, Zikatiſi in- 

aha, | 

He is there, Dan inaha, 

To come, Ha. 

Come hither, Heva ha. 
— „Jata ha. 

* quickly, Suſa ha. 

Do not come, Ha guili. 

To do, Hi. 

To give, Male. 

— Mare. 

Give me, Male gu. 


Y vive fire, F Ei mare. 


Give milk, Bi mare. 

Order me ſome drink, 
Ereka. 

Give victuals, 
mare, 

To eat, t' Nun. 

| wiſh to eat, i Nun kan 
tirh, 


t'Koko 


Jam hungry, Tir: talu 
naha. 

Having one's fill, or one's 
belly full, Ele tekae, 
To lie down, or lie along, 

Koe. 


N 


Ru cue. 
To ſleep, Kom. 
I am ſleepy, Tiika-kule. 
To boil, Zain. 
The water boils, Daukat 
kamma. 
Truth, it is true, Kam- 
| maſa. 


To lie, it is falſe, Eige. 
It is fine weather, ZOroo, 
It rains, © Ukas. 

| Remember me to your 


family ! i Kabebare. 
Good day | 5 F Abs. 
Farewel! 


Good day, Maſter! Ale 
tkukot. 
To ſteal, “Sa. 


To 


—_ 


30 APP AEN D 1 Xx 


To kill,  Nautham. Here, take it 


A draught, Kat | See there! hold J 
To drink, 2 faſt ! 


N. B. t' Prefixed to a word, indicates that the 
ſyllable immediately following is to be pronounced 
with a clack, or application of the tongue to the roof 
of the mouth: this appears to me to be effected, ac- 
cording to the different dialects uſed, the different 
emotions of the ſpeaker, or the different ſubjects 
ſpoken of, with various degrees of force in one and 
the ſame word; and, indeed, ſometimes to be alto- 


gether omitted. 

Specimen of the Language of the Sneſe, or Chineſe« 
31 Hottentots. 
One, 7 Koa. Fleſh, God. 
Two, Tinuano, Abuſive language, Ka- 
Three, Tinnankaita. ago. | 
Four, Tiunanonaka. Lion, ? Kale. 
He, i Natko. Tiger, ? Abe, 
Fire, Ei. Good day ! /' Ave. 
Water, Kat. 


N. B. I did not meet with any of this nation that 
could reckon farther than four. Notwithſtanding which, | 
ſuch of them as are ſhepherds in the ſervice of the 
Chriſtians, are ſaid to diſcover much ſooner than 
their maſters, when any one of the ſheep in the 
numerous flocks committed to their care, is loſt or 
miſſing. 


It ſhould farther be obſerved, that it is only the | 
words denoting fire and fleſb, and the term uſed in 


mutual ſalutations, that bear any reſemblance to each 


other in the two preceding languages. a 
N Specimen | 
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To reckon, Sium, 
One, Enje. 
Two, Babini. 
Three, Artatu. 
Four, Sanu. 
Five, Sumenini. 
Six, Sinje. 
Ten, Sumi. 
A Hundred, Entutu. 
Father, Bao. 
Mother, Mau. 
A Man, Doda. 


A Woman, Uyaſi, 


Two Brothers, Emkulo, 
Couſins, Ums2la. 
Kindred, Sinlobo Tetu. 
Friend, Eklobo. 
Hand, Fanſa. 
Finger, Acne. 
Thumb, Umino. 
Arm, Enkomo. 
Thigh, Mulemſe. 
Foot, Enjau. 
Toes, Emauſſani. 
Head, Loko. 
Water, Maaſi. 
Milk, Ammaſi. 
Fire, Lilo. 

The Sun, Lelanga. 
The Moon, Janga. 
Rain, Evula. 

Ox, Gomo. 

Horſe, Hani. 
Lion, Elepho. 
Buffalo, Eujata. 
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| Specimen of the Language of the Caſter. | 


| To 


A fick Perſon, 


| 
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Jackal, Pangalio. 

Elk, Poffo. 

Dog, Sefiuja. 

gIVE, —— 

A Road, U/ala; 

» Eenzelo, 

Jaffa. 

One that is dead, Ufile. 

The Ear, Sila. 

Handſome, Opepile. 

Angry, Siala. 

Great, Entue nune. 

Little, Nonane. 

Javelin, Haſſagai, Emłan- 
ata. 

Knife, S/hatſe. 

Waggon, Noro. 

Copper, Braſs, Emſibem- 
ſopi. 

Glaſs Beads, Sintela, 

Small red Glaſs Beads, 
Lenkitenka, 

More! Give more! Un- 
geeſa. 

It is too little, Neun 

Good Day, Echiote. 

To dance, Vino. 

Come hither, at. 


| Run! Haſte! Harden. 


To ſleep, Gualala. 
To awaken, Vata. 
To wake. 
No! Hay. 
Yes! Aoe. 
Far away, Rude. 


N. B. 
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N. B. the Caffres do not make a noiſe with theit 
tongue againſt the roof of their mouths in ſpeaking, 
as the Hottentots do, but pronounce their words in a 
manly and diſtinct manner, moſtly with a. fg ACs 
cent on the penultimate; 


Sung by the Hottentor-Caffres, near Little Sunday-river, 


(V ide page 31 of this volume.) 
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